A bruised politician

solution for Kashmir lies in the plebiscite,

L) ABL7.

stance remained unwavering: the

a vote to determine whether

Kashmir will go to India or to Pakistan, a promise made by India’s first

Prime Minister and by Indian diplomats

FOR the generation born in the
1960s and 1970s in the North Kash-
mir town of Sopore, Syed Ali Geelani,

a fiery orator, was a local version of

Che Ho Chi Minh or
Ayatollah Khomeini. From raising

Guevara,

local issues such as the upgradation
of an agriculture college into a uni-
versity to taking to the streets against
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan
in 1979 and, then a vear later, the
Israeli move to annex the city of Jeru-
salem, he could bring the Kashmir
valley's commercial centre to a halt
through his street power.

But as Guevara said, revolution is
not an apple that falls when it is ripe,
vou have to make it fall, Geelani, who
passed away on September 1, was an
important factor behind the launch-
ing of an armed movement in 1989 in
Jammu and Kashmir after the fail-
ure of the political struggle. He had
joined electoral politics and repres-
ented Sopore in the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly three times. Even
though the now-banned Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front is seen as
the pioneer of armed insurgency in
the valley, it was Geelani who had
called on the people to remember the
two Alifs (Urdu alphabet) and resort
to unity and possessing arms ([ttithad
and Aslaha) to protect themselves.
He gave this call at a rally in Bara-
mullah town, protesting against the
custodial killing of a tailor soon after
a heavily rigged 1987 election.

The political landscape in Kash-
mir is broadly divided into two
camps: the anti-India camp and the

at the U.N.

IFTIKHAR GILANI

SYED ALI GEELANI waving to the media before his arrest in Sninagar on

September 8, 2010

Delhi, or
camp; the constituents of the latter

anti-New anti-Centre,

arc ;1'.‘\111 ]'\'.IIU\\'I!I as mainstream

parties, represented by the National
Conference (N.C.) and the Peoples

Democratic Party (PDP). Fortu-
nately, for New Delhi, the anti-India
camp remained divided and subdued
after 1947.

The Muslim Conference lost its
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grip with the fight of it wp leader-
lilp—Clinaadliey Glilisn Abbas and
Mirwalz Yusul Bhalhi—to Pakistan
after the tribal ivasion of Kaslumir
in October 1947, 8o, the separatist
Irlnge groups cuitlng across jdeolo-
gheal affilintions anw Ceelnnl as thidr
primary backer and palitical face in
the early 19608, M his assodciatbon
with the Jaininal-e-Ialaiml, which
derandied stricl discipline and dis-
conirnged persanality-hosed polithes,
did put roadbibocks b e way of his
prodbtdeal climit. Bt it was the Jammit

vasilres who prepared the ground far
i L9RG i priwiig. workliig tielesily
distributing cassettes af his spreches
acruss the length anad breadih of the
Sule. [ ks hiweves, ansiher story
that when the frull was ipe, Lhey
witre hesttant o plisck L

HUMBLE BACKGROUNMD

Greelanl was the son of & dally wage
labsiiirer; his hiamble hackgrannd,
w0 unlike that of the traditbona
leadership of the Mirwals or the
Shetkh family, was sl something

that elicked in the Inagination of
the young generalion, whe now
wanted b ser an earthy rather than
a divine leader. Hin sistobiography
Wiullar Kinaray bs replete with in-
clalents of hurw he went hangry for
want of food and of hew = a
primary class student he had 1o
walk 18 kilometies every day on an
empty stomach to resch his schood
Froemi s willage. $ensing has poverty
and quest for education, the
Lahisre-hased Kashmin historian
and writer Munshi Mobammaid Dia

Faug had offeied to help amd ok
him o Labore. Bul he then fomgol
hin promier and made Cerelani a ser-
vanil, forving the young lad te return
[T 1

Like Sheikh Abdullsh aml M-
wait Mubammad Farsag, Geelani
alws lranned peobitical I st

whi gave Lhe region tater impuriant
lemlces

HEIETING MUSHARAF

The limbian government oonisidered
Gewland a dublsom obwiack o it of-
Haria b fimed & mslhistion (o the s ol
] am] hash within the am-

ther wiing o thee acr poditeral actnvis
amd scholer Maulama Slohammad
ther .U headdiquarters in the heast of
obd Srinagar city. Thus, Saswdi s a
kind of charactes in Kashmir history

hit of the Constitation. Pakisian’s
millitary miler Perves  Musharral
echoed (s view and descrilaed
Greland s the higeest hundle o the
st of the issue. When Mush-
arral came tu India i 2008 deterin-

Interview with Syed Ali Shah

SVED ALI SHAH GEELANI, harnd-
line Hurriyal leader who passesd
away b Srinagar on Seplember 1 at

Geelani, Kashmir's veteran

pro-resistance leader. 5v ANAMDD BHAKTO.

The USS [Rashiriva Swaymmse
walk Sangh] and the BIFs polithes in
i 1s 1 h_l‘ IMM I! :

the age of 91, believed tha the
Sangh Parivar’s rhetoric on Article
270 hsad less o do with safeguarding
Inilia's integrity or securing the eoo-
nomile progress of Jaommuy and
Kashmir than with its electoral
pulitics and its attempls (o creste a
Hindhs rashira.

In this unpublished interview
with Anando Bhokio b 3014, soon
after Narendra Modl came o
power, Geelani cautioned that the
Modi regime's agenda was the in-
creasing mnrginalisation, and pos-
wlble expilibon of, Muslime His

Cltizenabip (Amendment)
(CAA) and the Natlanal Register of
Citizens (WRC). In a sharp contrast
to the Hharative Junats Party's
(11 publie dersion of the Usdted
Progressive Allianee (UPA) govern-
et for b poliey of diabogue and
negotiation vle-e-efs Jummu and
Kashmir, Geelunl cliims that the
BP luisel seant eimdssaries to bl with
an affer of dislogue shortly before
the 2004 electhan, Excerpls:

Thi BIP under Narendrs Mod| has

mirrets i India. Whensver dec-
s are round the corner, as is the
cuse this year [2014], they rake up
Kashmir aml stoke fenr among the
Indizns by cresting  imaginary
thaeat[ s ] frum the Kashanirs Muslims
ansd from the special provisions con-
tained in Articles 370 and 334,
The fact of the matter is o sevies of
thal aiddess over the past dec-
ades eruded the salient provisions of
the Act. Article 170 has become bl
fow s the present comtest as most of
Jammmar and  Kashmirs  sutosomy
gruaranteed wnder it has been cruded

uf Inclia did pest have furisbiction n
the State carkier, bt now they di

However, very few [ndians have
an infurmed opision of Kashoi
and its layered history and polities.
The BIP taps this ignarance bo ghe
greater cirenlation to the fulse po-
tion  that India's integrity s
threatened by Article 370 and the
only way to safeguard it is by taking
awiy Jaminis and Kashoir's Conati-
tutinnal guarantess.

The BUP and the Sangh Parivar
mantain that Articles J70 and 154

‘BJP wanted to have dialogue with me’

afe &N Impediment 9 ecamSmE
developrment in farmrha and
Hashmir.

This b a myth generated by
nght-wing groups in collusion with
the national media. Article 370 =
miot & basrier to the selting wp of
inahastries in Jammu and Kashomir.
The Land Grafts Bill ratified in 1977
allows noo-state subjects w0 by
land fur a perind of 50 years for the
purpmse of setting up Gciores
[ i . Ihm 'lJl '
of hotels and other private entities
that have been operating here.

There is alse the notion that
Jamemu snd Kashmie s spesial
status has played a role in
aliznating Kashmaris from the rest
of india.

This is & narrative peddied by
the WIF o mwald poblic opisbon
anal buaild thetr case aganat Jamumu
anal Kashmirs special status. The
purpose of Arthde 370 was 1o find a
political solution to the Staie of
[ and Kashoi h_l
g wihturt hey peopile here o bd want
a permanent merger with Indis

A few peuple oo behall of the
23 [3004] They were confadent

1 beeliewe thaat war is not & sodu-
tion bt any dusloguer betwoen w
wmed Norw Dielhu is cumevivalbsle unly

when our demaids
are fulfillesd One, New Delhi will
have to socept Jammu amd Kash -
mir as & disputed terviiony; two,
release all political detaioees in
Kashmir; anad three, withdraw the
omupying forces [the Indian
Ammy]. Since 1947, there have
bern mote than 150 dialogues
between India, Pakestan and pro-
e A1 1 1 h' 1. 1 H
what was the outoome of that?
There ks a mneed for analyvads of dia-
bogaes held in the past rathes than
hald a fresh one.

How de you se2 indis whder the
BUP led by Modl?

They [the WIF] are the pro-
ponents of Hindutva and they
wand tw enforce their sdeology o
erchvely. The BIFs bdealogieal
parent is the RES, which is not
ondly  disjprmed  towasds  the
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med o push for o setilement on
Kashimlr within U framewark of his
Fotar-peistind formala, bie trbed hand o
gt Geddand on boanl. In hie autobio-
graphy, Geelani gave graphic details
of this merting, saying that i turned
it ibe rightt fmaim the beginning when
Mushasral refused Lo shake hamds
with his hearded political secretaty,
Noor Alvived. As they sal down, the
military muber laghed ol at Geeland
for [ssuing elatements an Balochistan
sminil cxmalermaslng the Jelliveg o the Ra-
loch leader Alibar Bauggtl. Then, Mush-
wival sald thal lndia was & country
with a population of more than one
Tallicn peuple with nuclear power and
hadl the backing of Western powers.
“We have also fought three wars
Kashmirs have abo sacriflosd, Hut
nathing was achieved. Now we must
aabispel @ prath of compromise amd re-
cunctlatson. | United States Presid-
e6t] George [W.] Bush and [ Btk
Prame Minister] Tony Blair ae on
board on the PeEarE process with 1n-
dia,” saidd Musharral.

When Geelanl refused, Mushar-
raf lost his temper. He got further
rited up when the ageing leader wid
him that he was “killing his ovm
peuple” by cullaborating with the U5
in Afdudetsn, He cuged Cosland
with “speaking the language of
Pakistan's opposton”, Back in
Pabdstan, Muslurral ondered the clios-
re off the Geelani-bed Hurrmat offices
and choleed hes fomding. His (action
had W@ close its office H.rlnq:r's
Hajhagh keality, Many people in the
Kashmiri diaspora s capatale across
the world stopped interacting with
him. Many people bmeslved in track 11
bk -chansel) d.lilhlﬂ'h-.'y,fl.l' wlsom
Musharmal's furmuls was o godsend
and an apportunity 1o seitle the jsue
of Jamany ad Kaslumir foreves, tried
o goepinee Geeelani. Aot his curt reply
woidd be: "Go amld lmph:rrr.rll Lhis
formanks, I brings pesce and settbes
the issue, | will sutomatically beoome
palitically irmelevant.®

Once, Ghulam  Rasool  Kar,
furimer president of the Congress
party’s State unit, visited Geelani's
bosne and tried 1o convines him 1o
talk bis Mew Dellil for the pesce jpiu-
oess, Kar, who also belonged (o
Soapare, socused Geelani of wanting
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to remain clean to ensure a grand
funeral for himself and told him that
the moderate Hurriyat group led by
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq was engaged
in talks. “Let them bring something
concrete, [ will garland them. Let me
go into political oblivion,” Geelani
reportedly said, according to insiders
privy to this meeting.

Geelani went on to say that he
would prefer the obscure death of Sofi
Mohammad Akbar (a lieutenant of
Sheikh Abdullah’s, who rejected the
1975 Indira-Sheikh Accord and con-
tinued to hold the flag of the Plebis-
cite Front until his death in 1987) to
the grand funeral of Sheikh Abdullah.
Over the years, owing to New Delhi's
non-implementation of any of its
promises and the failure of the Mush-
arraf formula, those who supported
them became political non-entities
while Geelani’s clout grew in geomet-
ric proportions. He addressed a par-
ticular psyche of Kashmiris, who did
not want to see their leaders supplic-
ating before New Delhi and Is-
lamabad, and continued pelitics on
his own terms, thereby showing he
was “incorruptible”.

GEELANI'S STREET CONTROL
While he was a pioneer or backer of
an armed insurgency, after the 1999
Kargil War, there was a judicious
change in his attitude as well as those
of the other Hurriyat leaders. While
others saw it as a chance to open
channels with New Delhi, Geelani
realised that an armed insurgency
would not last without the backing of
a strong political movement. For five
vears before the 2008 Amarnath land
row and alleged economic blockade
of Kashmir valley by some extremist
groups in Jammu, Geelani had trav-
elled to villages and towns as far away
as Gurez to Poonch to prepare the
ground for political agitation.

He showed his control over the
streets when in 2010 he went to the
old city of Srinagar and convinced
vouths to stop stone pelting as the
police returning fire was only in-
creasing the number of casualties.
When his appeals fell on deaf ears, he
went to the old city, where his car was
also attacked with stones. He got out
and stood on the bonnet of the car

and dared stone pelters to stone him
to death. An eerie calm prevailed. He
gave a speech to the waiting crowd,
which helped a return to normalcy.
He was accused of selling out for this
feat. But he stood his ground.

In the 2016 street agitations after
the killing of the militant leader
Burhan Wani, almost every day agit-
ators were burning police stations
and many people were dying when
the police returned fire. When the
situation went out of control, a group
of civil society activists reached out to
him and asked him to intervene. He
refused at first, but when he was con-
vinced that it was only leading to the
deaths of youths, he did issue a state-
ment asking people to agitate away
from police stations and security
camps. Instantly, the attacks on po-
lice stations stopped. In his autobio-
graphy, Geelani wrote that it was
necessary to develop a sustainable
model of resistance where the finan-
cial and daily requirements of people
were also addressed. Defending
stone-throwing, he wrote that it was
a reaction and not an action. “When
123 unarmed people are killed in
2010 and even none of them was
throwing stones, how will people re-
act or do you want [them] to stay
indifferent?”

His stance remained unwaver-
ing: the solution for Kashmir lies in
the plebiscite, a vote to determine
whether Kashmir will go to India or
to Pakistan, a promise made by In-
dia’s first Prime Minister and by In-
dian diplomats at the United
Nations. He was also clear that he
would vote for Pakistan if ever a
plebiscite was held. “But if the major-
ity of people vote for India, 1 will
accept the result and be a good In-
dian citizen,” he said repeatedly.

AGAINST SECTARIANISM

Every leader has strengths and weak-
nesses. His unwavering nature
earned him brownie points and ad-
dressed the psyche of Kashmiris,
who are used to leaders crawling too
often when told just to bend. But this
also brought continued suffering. In
2010, he tried to mix resistance with
addressing the daily needs of people,
but that did not work out and quite

often he resorted to ordering hartals
and shutdowns. In the 1990s when
Kashmiri Pandits started to migrate,
he was in prison along with many
other senior leaders, but his party,
the Jamaat-e-Islami, should have
used its cadres to prevent this cata-
strophe because of its history. The
Jamaat prevented attacks on the
minority community in the first-ever
communal riot that hit South Kash-
mir in 1986. Many were unhappy
with his Islamist ideology, but one of
his major contributions is that he did
not allow a sectarian culture to grow
inJammu and Kashmir. And despite
his religious beliefs, he was quite
close to radical communists and lib-
erals in mainland India.

Since the Mughals invaded, ar-
rested and exiled Kashmir's last king,
Yusuf Shah Chak. in 1585, there has
hardly been any Kashmiri leader
who has stood the test of the time.
Geelani remained a bruised politi-
cian all through his life, going in and
out of jail, and at the end of a 11-vear-
long stint of house arrest was more
heartbreak. Past midnight, police
raided his residence in the Hy-
derpora locality of Srinagar, al-
legedly trampled on everything,
thrashed family members and took
away his remains for the funeral.
They did not allow any family mem-
ber to accompany the body and per-
form the last rites. He could have
been sent to his last journey in a
better way while observing security
protocols. He left the world bruised
and battered. This incident will go
down in history and be remembered
forever in the same way that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi could recall
after 1,000 years the ravages of the
Afghan invader Mehmood Gaznavi
at the Somnath temple. Fortune and
history move like a wheel. The incid-
ent will haunt rulers in India forever.

In contrast, when Geelani's
daughter Surayya died in April 2001,
the then Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, sent a condolence note
even though he was touring Iran at
the time. It looks like India has
changed and changed fast. O
Iftikhar Gilani is a senior Kashmiri
Journalist and Syed Ali Geelani’s
son-in-law.
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