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evidence and presenting it in a way that will enable 
future international processes to understand the 
violence in Jammu and Kashmir and the structure 
responsible for it. International criminal law does not 
limit responsibility to only the physical perpetrators 
of crime. The principles of individual criminal 
responsibility are based on the notion that those 
who do not physically commit the crime in question 
are still liable for other forms of participation. This 
could include, for example, ordering, instigating, or 

1even inciting . In addition, courts have held that 
even the commission of a crime, the highest mode 
of liability, would not necessarily require the physical 
involvement in the perpetration of crime. The 
Appeals Chamber of the United Nations 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
[UNICTR] in Prosecutor v. Athanase Seromba, 12 
March 2008, at para 161:

The jurisprudence makes clear that “committing” is 
not limited to direct and physical perpetration and that 
other acts can constitute direct participation in the 
actus reus of the crime. The question of whether an 
accused acts with his own hands, e.g. when killing 
people, is not the only relevant criterion. The Appeals 
Chamber therefore finds, Judge Liu dissenting, that 
the Trial Chamber erred in law by holding that 
“committing” requires direct and physical perpetration 
of the crime by the offender. To remedy this error, the 
Appeals Chamber will apply the correct legal 
standard—i.e., whether Athanase Seromba's actions 
were “as much an integral part of the genocide as 
were the killings which [they] enabled.” In so doing, it 
will determine whether, as the Prosecution has 
argued on appeal, the Trial Chamber's factual 
conclusions and the evidence contained in the trial 
record support the conclusion that Athanase 
Seromba became a principal perpetrator of the crime 
itself by approving and embracing as his own the 
decision to commit the crime and thus should be 
convicted for committing genocide.
 
In addition, criminal responsibility may also be 
assigned for State actors using the internationally 
recognized principle of  command responsibility. 
While a lower form of liability then commission, 
command responsibility is also an effective and 
important mode of liability to assign responsibility. In 
paras 197 and 198, the United Nations International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia 
[UNICTY], in Prosecutor v. Delalic & Ors., on 20 
February 2001, held as follows: 

In determining questions of responsibility it is 
necessary to look to effective exercise of power or 
control and not to formal titles. This would equally 
apply in the context of criminal responsibility. In 
general, the possession of de jure power in itself may 
not suffice for the finding of command responsibility if 

it does not manifest in effective control, although a 
court may presume that possession of such power 
prima facie results in effective control unless proof to 
the contrary is produced. The Appeals Chamber 
considers that the ability to exercise effective control 
is necessary for the establishment of de facto 
command or superior responsibility and thus agrees 
with the Trial Chamber that the absence of formal 
appointment is not fatal to a finding of criminal 
responsibility, provided certain conditions are met. 

As long as a superior has effective control over 
subordinates, to the extent that he can prevent them 
from committing crimes or punish them after they 
committed the crimes, he would be held responsible 
for the commission of the crimes if he failed to 
exercise such abilities of control.

Therefore, responsibility for the crimes in Jammu and 
Kashmir must not be limited to the individual forces 
personnel who physically commit the acts. The 
structure behind him – whether formal or informal - 
directing, ordering, committing, commanding – must 
be identied [as we seek to do in this report] and held 
responsible under international law. 

Findings

Overall this report documents the extra-judicial 
k i l l i n g s  o f  1 0 8 0  p e r s o n s  a n d  e n f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s  o f 
172 persons and numerous cases of torture and 
sexual violence. In Chapter 4 the report has focused 
only 333 cases of human rights violations with 198 
case studies on extra-judicial killings [amounting to a 
total of 415 persons killed] and 73 case studies on 
enforced disappearances [amounting to a total of 89 
disappeared persons]. The remaining cases are 
carried in Annexures 2 and 4 of this report. 

Chapter 1 of the report lays down the structure of the 
Indian army and the BSF from the highest level – army 
headquarters and Director General, BSF - all the way 
down to the Brigade/Sector level in the case of the 
army, and Battalion level in the case of the BSF. This 
layout allows us to trace the theoretical line that 
connects an individual victim and perpetrator in any 
neighborhood in Kashmir all the way to the army and 
BSF headquarters in New Delhi. This chapter also 
estimates the strength of the armed forces in Jammu 
and Kashmir from a conservative 6, 56,638 to 7, 
50,981 [depending on the number of Battalions 
considered as the base for each Brigade formation]. 
Government of India and its various functionaries 
have contested claims that Jammu and Kashmir is the 
world's most militarized zone, with approximately 7, 
00,000 forces. This Chapter through its calculations 
and estimates is an attempt to understand and inform 

UNDERSTANDING THE REPORT

Context

Prepared over two years, this report is a part of the 
continuing work to understand and analyze the role of 
the Indian State in Jammu and Kashmir, an occupied 
territory internationally recognized as a disputed 
territory between India and Pakistan, that has resulted 
in widespread and systematic violence including the 
disappearance of 8000+ persons, 70,000+ deaths, 
6000+ unknown, unmarked and mass graves, and 
countless cases of torture and sexual violence. 

Human rights groups, activists, journal ists, 
lmmakers, lawyers and civil society groups have 
written, lmed, documented, litigated, brought 
attention to, and reproduced material that has 
repeatedly highlighted the violence and politics of the 
Indian State and the everyday militarized reality of 
Jammu and Kashmir. The past work of IPTK and 
APDP, constituents of JKCCS, has been a part of this 
wider campaign and effort. Through this journey, 
patterns have been identied, individual State actors 
have been named, phenomenon such as unmarked 
graves, enforced disappearances and government 
gunmen such as the Ikhwan have been brought to 
light, and consistently, the Indian State has been 
indicted.

This report, while continuing the above efforts, and 
illustrating the patterns of violence through individual 
case studies, is directly concerned with identifying the 
structure, forms and tactics of violence of the Indian 
State in Jammu and Kashmir. How did/does the Indian 
State perpetrate this violence? What precisely is the 
structure, physical and institutional, through which 
weapons, ammunition, soldiers, ofcers, camps and 
battalions inict violence on the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir? Where is the control? The driving motivation 
of this exercise is, as has always been: Responsibility. 
Who do we hold responsible for the individual and 
collected acts of violence?   

Documentation work such as the 2012 IPTK/APDP 
report Alleged Perpetrators identied 500 named 
alleged perpetrators responsible for 214 cases of 
human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Numerous other reports, including by IPTK/APDP, 
have held the Indian State, Indian army, Paramilitary 
units such as the Border Security Force [BSF], Central 
Reserve Police Force [CRPF], Jammu and Kashmir 
Police and government gunmen such as the Ikhwan, 
responsible. The 2009 IPTK/APDP report Buried 
Evidence investigated the phenomenon of unmarked 
and mass graves in North Kashmir. All this work goes 
towards assigning culpability of the forces involved. 
But, it is either very specic in its analysis [an individual 
soldier responsible for an individual crime] or too 
general – the armed forces being held responsible for 
a collection of crimes. But, in each and every case, 
there is a connection between different parts of the 
larger apparatus – what we call the “structure” - and 

the individual victim/crime. The torture of a civilian in a 
camp by army personnel is not disconnected from the 
army hierarchy, and nor is it disconnected from the 
other forces and agencies operating in the area. Past 
work has been unable to comprehensively capture the 
various actors connected to the crime. It has been 
unable to present the web of actors that work together, 
with clear lines of command, to inict violence in an 
individual case. This reports seeks to actually bring in 
focus the patterns, scale and structure of violence. 
This report is a beginning of an effort to understand this 
structure and how it operates. 

The question of assigning responsibility to State actors 
within this structure is important in a context where 
there have been no trials of the armed forces for 
human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir. In the 
larger quest for political control, the land and people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have been subjugated at all costs 
and with absolute impunity. Past reports have 
provided evidence, through case studies, that there is 
no will to provide justice even though the system exists 
in theory – a judiciary headed by the Supreme Court of 
India and a police force capable of carrying out 
investigations. The institutions and procedures of rule 
of law in Jammu and Kashmir have been subverted to 
function within the larger culture of institutionalized 
impunity and violence. It is this state of affairs that 
makes it incumbent on civil society to document 
crimes and assign responsibility. The passage of time 
has resulted in the loss of evidence, whether sites of 
violence [graveyards, interrogation centers] or 
persons [witnesses]. Memory fades. Family members 
of victims die and as a result the repository of the truth 
of the violence the victim faced is also lost. Most 
crucially perhaps, as time passes, the accused either 
die or nd ways to assimilate into new communities 
and are forever lost to the investigative gaze. The 
State has been responsible for both the iniction of 
violence and denial of remedies to the victims. The 
unwillingness of the State to investigate immediately 
shifts the responsibility onto civil society.

Further, the continuing denial of justice from the Indian 
State is a reason for appealing to the international 
community and justice mechanisms as domestic 
remedies have conclusively failed the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. As recommended by this report, 
the international community must respond to the 
evidence presented in this report. Case studies, 
supported by ofcial record or testimonies, of enforced 
disappearances, extra-judicial killing, sexual violence 
and torture must not be ignored. To ignore this 
evidence is to endorse the violence of the Indian State. 
There must be an immediate initiation of processes 
that collect and analyze this information to be used as 
a part of a formal procedure that records the truth and 
assigns responsibility. 

The cases documented in this report may constitute 
crimes of Genocide, Crimes against Humanity and 
War Crimes under international law. The relevance 
of this documentation is to therefore begin collecting 

1   See generally, for an overview of the modes of liability under international criminal law: Modes of Liability: Commission & Participation, 
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is necessary for the establishment of de facto 
command or superior responsibility and thus agrees 
with the Trial Chamber that the absence of formal 
appointment is not fatal to a finding of criminal 
responsibility, provided certain conditions are met. 

As long as a superior has effective control over 
subordinates, to the extent that he can prevent them 
from committing crimes or punish them after they 
committed the crimes, he would be held responsible 
for the commission of the crimes if he failed to 
exercise such abilities of control.

Therefore, responsibility for the crimes in Jammu and 
Kashmir must not be limited to the individual forces 
personnel who physically commit the acts. The 
structure behind him – whether formal or informal - 
directing, ordering, committing, commanding – must 
be identied [as we seek to do in this report] and held 
responsible under international law. 

Findings

Overall this report documents the extra-judicial 
k i l l i n g s  o f  1 0 8 0  p e r s o n s  a n d  e n f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s  o f 
172 persons and numerous cases of torture and 
sexual violence. In Chapter 4 the report has focused 
only 333 cases of human rights violations with 198 
case studies on extra-judicial killings [amounting to a 
total of 415 persons killed] and 73 case studies on 
enforced disappearances [amounting to a total of 89 
disappeared persons]. The remaining cases are 
carried in Annexures 2 and 4 of this report. 

Chapter 1 of the report lays down the structure of the 
Indian army and the BSF from the highest level – army 
headquarters and Director General, BSF - all the way 
down to the Brigade/Sector level in the case of the 
army, and Battalion level in the case of the BSF. This 
layout allows us to trace the theoretical line that 
connects an individual victim and perpetrator in any 
neighborhood in Kashmir all the way to the army and 
BSF headquarters in New Delhi. This chapter also 
estimates the strength of the armed forces in Jammu 
and Kashmir from a conservative 6, 56,638 to 7, 
50,981 [depending on the number of Battalions 
considered as the base for each Brigade formation]. 
Government of India and its various functionaries 
have contested claims that Jammu and Kashmir is the 
world's most militarized zone, with approximately 7, 
00,000 forces. This Chapter through its calculations 
and estimates is an attempt to understand and inform 

UNDERSTANDING THE REPORT

Context

Prepared over two years, this report is a part of the 
continuing work to understand and analyze the role of 
the Indian State in Jammu and Kashmir, an occupied 
territory internationally recognized as a disputed 
territory between India and Pakistan, that has resulted 
in widespread and systematic violence including the 
disappearance of 8000+ persons, 70,000+ deaths, 
6000+ unknown, unmarked and mass graves, and 
countless cases of torture and sexual violence. 

Human rights groups, activists, journal ists, 
lmmakers, lawyers and civil society groups have 
written, lmed, documented, litigated, brought 
attention to, and reproduced material that has 
repeatedly highlighted the violence and politics of the 
Indian State and the everyday militarized reality of 
Jammu and Kashmir. The past work of IPTK and 
APDP, constituents of JKCCS, has been a part of this 
wider campaign and effort. Through this journey, 
patterns have been identied, individual State actors 
have been named, phenomenon such as unmarked 
graves, enforced disappearances and government 
gunmen such as the Ikhwan have been brought to 
light, and consistently, the Indian State has been 
indicted.

This report, while continuing the above efforts, and 
illustrating the patterns of violence through individual 
case studies, is directly concerned with identifying the 
structure, forms and tactics of violence of the Indian 
State in Jammu and Kashmir. How did/does the Indian 
State perpetrate this violence? What precisely is the 
structure, physical and institutional, through which 
weapons, ammunition, soldiers, ofcers, camps and 
battalions inict violence on the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir? Where is the control? The driving motivation 
of this exercise is, as has always been: Responsibility. 
Who do we hold responsible for the individual and 
collected acts of violence?   

Documentation work such as the 2012 IPTK/APDP 
report Alleged Perpetrators identied 500 named 
alleged perpetrators responsible for 214 cases of 
human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Numerous other reports, including by IPTK/APDP, 
have held the Indian State, Indian army, Paramilitary 
units such as the Border Security Force [BSF], Central 
Reserve Police Force [CRPF], Jammu and Kashmir 
Police and government gunmen such as the Ikhwan, 
responsible. The 2009 IPTK/APDP report Buried 
Evidence investigated the phenomenon of unmarked 
and mass graves in North Kashmir. All this work goes 
towards assigning culpability of the forces involved. 
But, it is either very specic in its analysis [an individual 
soldier responsible for an individual crime] or too 
general – the armed forces being held responsible for 
a collection of crimes. But, in each and every case, 
there is a connection between different parts of the 
larger apparatus – what we call the “structure” - and 

the individual victim/crime. The torture of a civilian in a 
camp by army personnel is not disconnected from the 
army hierarchy, and nor is it disconnected from the 
other forces and agencies operating in the area. Past 
work has been unable to comprehensively capture the 
various actors connected to the crime. It has been 
unable to present the web of actors that work together, 
with clear lines of command, to inict violence in an 
individual case. This reports seeks to actually bring in 
focus the patterns, scale and structure of violence. 
This report is a beginning of an effort to understand this 
structure and how it operates. 

The question of assigning responsibility to State actors 
within this structure is important in a context where 
there have been no trials of the armed forces for 
human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir. In the 
larger quest for political control, the land and people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have been subjugated at all costs 
and with absolute impunity. Past reports have 
provided evidence, through case studies, that there is 
no will to provide justice even though the system exists 
in theory – a judiciary headed by the Supreme Court of 
India and a police force capable of carrying out 
investigations. The institutions and procedures of rule 
of law in Jammu and Kashmir have been subverted to 
function within the larger culture of institutionalized 
impunity and violence. It is this state of affairs that 
makes it incumbent on civil society to document 
crimes and assign responsibility. The passage of time 
has resulted in the loss of evidence, whether sites of 
violence [graveyards, interrogation centers] or 
persons [witnesses]. Memory fades. Family members 
of victims die and as a result the repository of the truth 
of the violence the victim faced is also lost. Most 
crucially perhaps, as time passes, the accused either 
die or nd ways to assimilate into new communities 
and are forever lost to the investigative gaze. The 
State has been responsible for both the iniction of 
violence and denial of remedies to the victims. The 
unwillingness of the State to investigate immediately 
shifts the responsibility onto civil society.

Further, the continuing denial of justice from the Indian 
State is a reason for appealing to the international 
community and justice mechanisms as domestic 
remedies have conclusively failed the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. As recommended by this report, 
the international community must respond to the 
evidence presented in this report. Case studies, 
supported by ofcial record or testimonies, of enforced 
disappearances, extra-judicial killing, sexual violence 
and torture must not be ignored. To ignore this 
evidence is to endorse the violence of the Indian State. 
There must be an immediate initiation of processes 
that collect and analyze this information to be used as 
a part of a formal procedure that records the truth and 
assigns responsibility. 

The cases documented in this report may constitute 
crimes of Genocide, Crimes against Humanity and 
War Crimes under international law. The relevance 
of this documentation is to therefore begin collecting 

1   See generally, for an overview of the modes of liability under international criminal law: Modes of Liability: Commission & Participation, 
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This report establishes that the counter-insurgency 
grid, including military, police and intelligence 
agencies, have used the techniques of “dirty war” to 
neutralize the popular resistance. The report reveals 
how India armed and used Kashmiri civilians to 
combat the armed insurgency. This was also aimed at 
fragmenting the society, including along ethno-
religious, linguistic and regional lines. Having served 
the interests of the Indian State many of these 
operatives were neutralized and killed. 

Recommendations

This evidence, and attempt to assign responsibility, 
must not be ignored by the international community. In 
fact, in light of the unwillingness of the Indian State to 
provide justice, international processes must be put in 
place to receive and process this evidence. In the era 
of globalization, human rights are not the sovereign 
responsibility of States. The international instruments 
and mechanisms exist as guarantors of rights and 
freedoms transcending State boundaries. India's 
claim of being a functional democracy, and demand 
for a permanent seat in the United Nations Security 
Council, is belied by its unlawful conduct in Jammu 
and Kashmir and refusal to allow accountability. In 
July 2008, the European Parliament passed a 
resolution urging Government of India to investigate 
unmarked and mass graves. But, no action has been 
taken on this resolution. 

India's history of denying the applicability of 
international law to the Kashmir conict, and its 
refusal to allow access to international humanitarian 
inst i tut ions,  UN Special  Rapporteurs,  and 
independent human rights investigators to Jammu 
and Kashmir is well known.  The international 
community must bring to bear moral and economic 
pressure on India to recognize the paramountcy of the 
rights of the people of Jammu and Kashmir in this 
armed conict, and its obligations to them under 
international humanitarian and human rights law.

In this context, IPTK and APDP urgently recommend 
that:

i. G i v e n  I n d i a ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  n o n 
signing/ratication of the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court, and its 
unwillingness to investigate human rights 
violations by its forces in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the UN security Council, 
exercise its power to refer the situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir to the Prosecutor of 
the International Criminal Court, under 
Article 13 (b) of the Rome Statute, acting 
under i ts obl igations to maintain 
international peace and security. 

ii. As an interim measure, pending or absent 
such referral, the United Nation Human 
Rights Council take cognizance of the 
ndings, testimonies and documentary 

evidence presented in this report with 
regard to the existence of grave, 
widespread and systematic human rights 
violations, and pervasive structures of 
state violence in Jammu and Kashmir, 
and appoint a Special Rapporteur with a 
specic mandate to investigate India's 
violations under international law, 
international humanitarian law and 
international criminal law in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Special Rapporteur may be 
empowered to use such modalities and 
procedures as she may deem necessary 
for her mandate, as in the case of Eritrea, 
Cambodia, Palestinian Territories, Sudan 
and other such mandates. 

iii. In support of the investigations of the Special 
R a p p o r t e u r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e , 
Government of India take immediate and 
concrete measures to protect and 
preserve all ofcial records, physical 
sites, evidentiary materials in its custody 
or under its care pertaining to the 
occurrence of human rights violations, 
including all such items, sites and 
records mentioned in this report.

iv. Government of India ensure that material 
w i t nesses  and  i nd i v i dua l s  w i t h 
knowledge of the occurrence of such 
violations, including military, police and 
administrative ofcials and victims 
receive protection against threats and 
intimidation.

v. Government of India and Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir allow  free access 
to Jammu and Kashmir, to the following 
Special Procedures of the UN Human 
Rights Council for the purpose of carrying 
out investigations into allegations 
ment ioned herein,  and receiving 
submissions from victims: 
a. UN Working Group on arbitrary 

detention
b. UN Working Group on enforced or 

involuntary disappearances
c. UN Special Rapporteur on extra 

judicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions

d. UN Special Rapporteur on torture 
and o ther  c rue l ,  inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment

e. UN Special Rapporteur on the rights 
to freedom of peaceful assembly and 
of association

f. UN Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of right to 
freedom of opinion and expression

g. UN Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights defenders

h. UN Special Rapporteur on the 
independence of judges and lawyers

i. UN Working Group on the use of 
mercenaries as a means of violating 

the public in a context where little information is 
available. In the past the Indian State has always 
dismissed these estimates as an exaggeration. This is 
also an opportunity for the Indian State and Indian 
army to specically dispute these claims. It is pertinent 
to note that in the full edged wars being waged in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine, the military deployment is far less than the 
level of militarization in Jammu and Kashmir. In no 
other context of warfare have military personnel 
operated with the absolute impunity that has been 
seen in Jammu and Kashmir where troops are 
supposedly operating for peace keeping duties. With 
the structure laid down, we select two Brigade level 
formations [referred to as Sectors by Indian army] – 
Khanabal camp and Tapper camp. Each is headed by 
a Brigadier who in turn controls numerous Battalions 
and camps. This chapter proceeds to look at the 
impact and connection between the men in control at 
the Brigade level and the violence on the ground. This 
is a template of study that can be reproduced, with the 
assistance of the structure laid out, in any area of 
Jammu and Kashmir. The heart of this investigation is: 
What is the culpability of the Brigade level ofcers and 
their superiors? Through victim and insider testimony, 
we seek to answer this question. The evidence and 
analysis prima facie suggests that the army was and 
continues to be in effective control and command of 
these areas. In fact, in the 1990s, the police and local 
administration were rendered defunct by the military 
authorities. Finally, and this requires further 
investigation, there is evidence to suggest that beyond 
command responsibi l i ty,  individual cr iminal 
responsibility for the actual commission of crimes 
would also rest at the Brigade level. In fact, there is 
evidence to suggest that the knowledge, responsibility 
and control on the ground went beyond the Brigade 
level, for example in the Islamabad study, even up to 
the Victor Force Headquarters in Awantipora [Division 
level formation], which is controlled by a Major General 
ranking ofcer. 

Chapter 2 of the report understands operation of this 
structure of State through specic spectacles of “mass 
violence”. Five case studies, comprising eight different 
events/crimes including extra-judicial killing, torture 
and sexual violence, and a range of perpetrators 
[army, paramilitary, police, government gunmen] 
illustrate the extent of violence and the intended effect 
of this violence on communities. Once again, in 
keeping with the core intention of this report, this 
calculated violence cannot be understood as a 
consequence of individual actions independent and 
disconnected of the larger structure of violence. 
Further, this chapter also follows the cases through the 
Indian criminal justice system – from rst information 
reports at the police station to the Supreme Court of 
India. The violence, obfuscation and impunity at every 
step illuminates the system at work and reiterates the 
argument that there can be no justice from the same 
judicial system that is a part of the larger apparatus of 
occupation and employs mass violence as a strategic 
tool of political control. 

Chapter 3 of the report highlights a mechanism that 
specically supports the military structure of violence: 
court-martial. Created to address disciplinary issues 
within the army, the court-martial has been used to 
effectively stall any public, transparent civilian process 
for justice. Widely accepted internationally to be an 
inappropriate judicial remedy in armed conict, the 
court-martial in Jammu and Kashmir is found to be 
opaque, impossible to access, against principles of 
natural justice, and biased. In its functioning, result 
and impact, it serves as a tool for the armed forces to 
protect their own. Given the Indian army history of 
interference and abuse of the civilian judicial process, 
there can be no expectation from the opaque court-
martial process.  

Chapter 4 of the report presents and analyzes 333 
case studies of enforced disappearances, extra-
judicial killings, sexual violence and torture with 972 
identied alleged perpetrators. The actual numbers of 
alleged perpetrators in these 333 cases would 
necessarily be higher given the larger structure of 
violence within which these individual perpetrators 
operate. The case studies reiterate the lack of any will 
to provide justice. Despite overwhelming evidence, 
the Indian judiciary and executive [supported by the 
legislature through laws such as AFSPA] do not allow 
for fair and independent processes of investigation or 
prosecution.  The list of alleged perpetrators, their 
ranks, units and area of operations strongly suggests 
that the crimes listed within this report occurred across 
Jammu and Kashmir, by the various armed forces and 
police, and at various levels of the hierarchy of each of 
these armed forces and police. The Indian State 
narrative of human rights violations being mere 
aberrations is not substantiated on consideration of 
these cases. Crimes in Jammu and Kashmir have not 
been committed despite the Indian State but because 
of it. The structures of the Indian State, including the 
Government of Jammu and Kashmir, must be accused 
of not just standing by while human rights violations 
have taken place, but they carry a far higher culpability. 
They must be accused of willfully putting in place 
structures specically meant to carry out these crimes. 
Some statistics reveal a horrifying picture. From the 
333 cases emerges a l ist of 972 individual 
perpetrators, which include 464 army personnel, 161 
paramilitary personnel, 158 Jammu and Kashmir 
Police personnel and 189 Government gunmen. The 
designations of some of these alleged perpetrators 
points to a deep institutional involvement of the Indian 
State in crimes in Jammu and Kashmir. Among the 
alleged perpetrators are one Major General and seven 
Brigadiers of the Indian Army besides 31 Colonels, 
four Lieutenant Colonels, 115 Majors and 40 Captains. 
Add to this, 54 senior ofcials of the paramilitary forces 
and the following Jammu and Kashmir Police 
personnel: a retired Director General of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, a present Additional Director 
General of Police, two Inspector Generals, two Deputy 
Inspector Generals, six Senior Superintendents of 
Police, and three Superintendents of Police.
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This report establishes that the counter-insurgency 
grid, including military, police and intelligence 
agencies, have used the techniques of “dirty war” to 
neutralize the popular resistance. The report reveals 
how India armed and used Kashmiri civilians to 
combat the armed insurgency. This was also aimed at 
fragmenting the society, including along ethno-
religious, linguistic and regional lines. Having served 
the interests of the Indian State many of these 
operatives were neutralized and killed. 

Recommendations

This evidence, and attempt to assign responsibility, 
must not be ignored by the international community. In 
fact, in light of the unwillingness of the Indian State to 
provide justice, international processes must be put in 
place to receive and process this evidence. In the era 
of globalization, human rights are not the sovereign 
responsibility of States. The international instruments 
and mechanisms exist as guarantors of rights and 
freedoms transcending State boundaries. India's 
claim of being a functional democracy, and demand 
for a permanent seat in the United Nations Security 
Council, is belied by its unlawful conduct in Jammu 
and Kashmir and refusal to allow accountability. In 
July 2008, the European Parliament passed a 
resolution urging Government of India to investigate 
unmarked and mass graves. But, no action has been 
taken on this resolution. 

India's history of denying the applicability of 
international law to the Kashmir conict, and its 
refusal to allow access to international humanitarian 
inst i tut ions,  UN Special  Rapporteurs,  and 
independent human rights investigators to Jammu 
and Kashmir is well known.  The international 
community must bring to bear moral and economic 
pressure on India to recognize the paramountcy of the 
rights of the people of Jammu and Kashmir in this 
armed conict, and its obligations to them under 
international humanitarian and human rights law.

In this context, IPTK and APDP urgently recommend 
that:

i. G i v e n  I n d i a ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  n o n 
signing/ratication of the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court, and its 
unwillingness to investigate human rights 
violations by its forces in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the UN security Council, 
exercise its power to refer the situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir to the Prosecutor of 
the International Criminal Court, under 
Article 13 (b) of the Rome Statute, acting 
under i ts obl igations to maintain 
international peace and security. 

ii. As an interim measure, pending or absent 
such referral, the United Nation Human 
Rights Council take cognizance of the 
ndings, testimonies and documentary 

evidence presented in this report with 
regard to the existence of grave, 
widespread and systematic human rights 
violations, and pervasive structures of 
state violence in Jammu and Kashmir, 
and appoint a Special Rapporteur with a 
specic mandate to investigate India's 
violations under international law, 
international humanitarian law and 
international criminal law in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Special Rapporteur may be 
empowered to use such modalities and 
procedures as she may deem necessary 
for her mandate, as in the case of Eritrea, 
Cambodia, Palestinian Territories, Sudan 
and other such mandates. 

iii. In support of the investigations of the Special 
R a p p o r t e u r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e , 
Government of India take immediate and 
concrete measures to protect and 
preserve all ofcial records, physical 
sites, evidentiary materials in its custody 
or under its care pertaining to the 
occurrence of human rights violations, 
including all such items, sites and 
records mentioned in this report.

iv. Government of India ensure that material 
w i t nesses  and  i nd i v i dua l s  w i t h 
knowledge of the occurrence of such 
violations, including military, police and 
administrative ofcials and victims 
receive protection against threats and 
intimidation.

v. Government of India and Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir allow  free access 
to Jammu and Kashmir, to the following 
Special Procedures of the UN Human 
Rights Council for the purpose of carrying 
out investigations into allegations 
ment ioned herein,  and receiving 
submissions from victims: 
a. UN Working Group on arbitrary 

detention
b. UN Working Group on enforced or 

involuntary disappearances
c. UN Special Rapporteur on extra 

judicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions

d. UN Special Rapporteur on torture 
and o ther  c rue l ,  inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment

e. UN Special Rapporteur on the rights 
to freedom of peaceful assembly and 
of association

f. UN Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of right to 
freedom of opinion and expression

g. UN Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights defenders

h. UN Special Rapporteur on the 
independence of judges and lawyers

i. UN Working Group on the use of 
mercenaries as a means of violating 

the public in a context where little information is 
available. In the past the Indian State has always 
dismissed these estimates as an exaggeration. This is 
also an opportunity for the Indian State and Indian 
army to specically dispute these claims. It is pertinent 
to note that in the full edged wars being waged in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine, the military deployment is far less than the 
level of militarization in Jammu and Kashmir. In no 
other context of warfare have military personnel 
operated with the absolute impunity that has been 
seen in Jammu and Kashmir where troops are 
supposedly operating for peace keeping duties. With 
the structure laid down, we select two Brigade level 
formations [referred to as Sectors by Indian army] – 
Khanabal camp and Tapper camp. Each is headed by 
a Brigadier who in turn controls numerous Battalions 
and camps. This chapter proceeds to look at the 
impact and connection between the men in control at 
the Brigade level and the violence on the ground. This 
is a template of study that can be reproduced, with the 
assistance of the structure laid out, in any area of 
Jammu and Kashmir. The heart of this investigation is: 
What is the culpability of the Brigade level ofcers and 
their superiors? Through victim and insider testimony, 
we seek to answer this question. The evidence and 
analysis prima facie suggests that the army was and 
continues to be in effective control and command of 
these areas. In fact, in the 1990s, the police and local 
administration were rendered defunct by the military 
authorities. Finally, and this requires further 
investigation, there is evidence to suggest that beyond 
command responsibi l i ty,  individual cr iminal 
responsibility for the actual commission of crimes 
would also rest at the Brigade level. In fact, there is 
evidence to suggest that the knowledge, responsibility 
and control on the ground went beyond the Brigade 
level, for example in the Islamabad study, even up to 
the Victor Force Headquarters in Awantipora [Division 
level formation], which is controlled by a Major General 
ranking ofcer. 

Chapter 2 of the report understands operation of this 
structure of State through specic spectacles of “mass 
violence”. Five case studies, comprising eight different 
events/crimes including extra-judicial killing, torture 
and sexual violence, and a range of perpetrators 
[army, paramilitary, police, government gunmen] 
illustrate the extent of violence and the intended effect 
of this violence on communities. Once again, in 
keeping with the core intention of this report, this 
calculated violence cannot be understood as a 
consequence of individual actions independent and 
disconnected of the larger structure of violence. 
Further, this chapter also follows the cases through the 
Indian criminal justice system – from rst information 
reports at the police station to the Supreme Court of 
India. The violence, obfuscation and impunity at every 
step illuminates the system at work and reiterates the 
argument that there can be no justice from the same 
judicial system that is a part of the larger apparatus of 
occupation and employs mass violence as a strategic 
tool of political control. 

Chapter 3 of the report highlights a mechanism that 
specically supports the military structure of violence: 
court-martial. Created to address disciplinary issues 
within the army, the court-martial has been used to 
effectively stall any public, transparent civilian process 
for justice. Widely accepted internationally to be an 
inappropriate judicial remedy in armed conict, the 
court-martial in Jammu and Kashmir is found to be 
opaque, impossible to access, against principles of 
natural justice, and biased. In its functioning, result 
and impact, it serves as a tool for the armed forces to 
protect their own. Given the Indian army history of 
interference and abuse of the civilian judicial process, 
there can be no expectation from the opaque court-
martial process.  

Chapter 4 of the report presents and analyzes 333 
case studies of enforced disappearances, extra-
judicial killings, sexual violence and torture with 972 
identied alleged perpetrators. The actual numbers of 
alleged perpetrators in these 333 cases would 
necessarily be higher given the larger structure of 
violence within which these individual perpetrators 
operate. The case studies reiterate the lack of any will 
to provide justice. Despite overwhelming evidence, 
the Indian judiciary and executive [supported by the 
legislature through laws such as AFSPA] do not allow 
for fair and independent processes of investigation or 
prosecution.  The list of alleged perpetrators, their 
ranks, units and area of operations strongly suggests 
that the crimes listed within this report occurred across 
Jammu and Kashmir, by the various armed forces and 
police, and at various levels of the hierarchy of each of 
these armed forces and police. The Indian State 
narrative of human rights violations being mere 
aberrations is not substantiated on consideration of 
these cases. Crimes in Jammu and Kashmir have not 
been committed despite the Indian State but because 
of it. The structures of the Indian State, including the 
Government of Jammu and Kashmir, must be accused 
of not just standing by while human rights violations 
have taken place, but they carry a far higher culpability. 
They must be accused of willfully putting in place 
structures specically meant to carry out these crimes. 
Some statistics reveal a horrifying picture. From the 
333 cases emerges a l ist of 972 individual 
perpetrators, which include 464 army personnel, 161 
paramilitary personnel, 158 Jammu and Kashmir 
Police personnel and 189 Government gunmen. The 
designations of some of these alleged perpetrators 
points to a deep institutional involvement of the Indian 
State in crimes in Jammu and Kashmir. Among the 
alleged perpetrators are one Major General and seven 
Brigadiers of the Indian Army besides 31 Colonels, 
four Lieutenant Colonels, 115 Majors and 40 Captains. 
Add to this, 54 senior ofcials of the paramilitary forces 
and the following Jammu and Kashmir Police 
personnel: a retired Director General of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, a present Additional Director 
General of Police, two Inspector Generals, two Deputy 
Inspector Generals, six Senior Superintendents of 
Police, and three Superintendents of Police.
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human rights and impeding the 
exercise of the right of peoples' to self 
determination

j. Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
of truth, justice, reparation and 
guarantees of non-recurrence

k. Special Rapporteur on freedom of 
religion or belief

l. Special Rapporteur on violence 
against women, its causes and 
consequences

vi. F o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e i r 
embassies/missions in India, record the 
names and identifying information of all 
alleged perpetrators listed in this report. 
Foreign governments ensure that these 
alleged perpetrators are not allowed to 
enter their territories. This blacklisting and 
travel ban would not only put pressure on 
India to accept its responsibilities to 
investigate and prosecute but would also 
ensure that these alleged perpetrators 
are not allowed to take sanctuary in 
foreign countries. In addition, any of these 
alleged perpetrators found to be in the 
territory of the foreign government should 
be immediately prosecuted [where 
universal jurisdiction laws exist] or 
extradited to India on grounds of being 
persons accused in crimes in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

vii. UN Department for Peacekeeping Operations 
[UN-DPKO] record the names and 
identifying information of all alleged 
perpetrators listed in this report. UN-
DPKO must ensure that these alleged 
perpetrators are not allowed to serve on 
UN-DPKO missions in any capacity. 
Further, on rejection of their applications 
to serve as peacekeepers, the UN-DPKO 
must specically state the reason for such 
rejection to be their alleged involvement in 
crimes in Jammu and Kashmir.   
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CHAPTER 1: STRUCTURES OF VIOLENCE

Introduction

The structures of violence in Jammu and Kashmir are a 
complex interplay of army camps, intelligence agencies 
and numerous other armed groups.
While there is ample evidence of the violence suffered by 
citizens of Jammu and Kashmir in the last three decades 
[including in reports produced by JKCCS], we believe it is 
necessary now to understand such violence not as 
sporadic and occasional but as the consequence of an 
infrastructure which, in this report, we have termed the 
“structure of violence”. Whether as part of counter-
insurgency [COIN] or otherwise, the violence is 
deliberate, consistent and a consequence of a system 
that is in place. We will detail this system of violence in the 
pages that follow, but wish to make clear that our primary 
concern here is with the role played by the armed forces, 
which are the central element to the “security grid” that 
constricts/regiments everyday life in many districts. We 
hold that it is the intrusive presence of this grid that is 
primarily responsible for the widespread violence and the 
systematic violation of human rights in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

To understand and assign responsibility for the 
perpetration of violence, we need to understand the 
actual command-and-control system and deployment of 
the army. Beyond individual criminal acts and omissions, 
it is the system that requires to be understood to be able to 
lead to accountability. Further, it is this system or structure 
that ultimately holds the basic responsibility for the 
violence in Jammu and Kashmir including the widespread 
and systematic human rights violations. 

This chapter is divided into four parts: Part A- this 
introductory section lays out the armed forces structure 
and strength. Parts B and C,present two case studies of 
Khanabal and Tapper army camps, and part  D highlights 
gaps and challenges that continue to remain, in terms of 
criminal responsibility, and questions that arise from these 
studies.

Part A Introduction

The Army Structure

The army works together with other armed groups such 
as the para-military agencies,  government funded 
militias as well as police and intelligence agencies. In 
order to understand their cumulative impact, we need to 
understand the deployment of the army and its camps, as 
well as their command-and-control systems. The army in 
Jammu and Kashmir seems both everywhere and 
nowhere. On the one hand the armed forces – including 
the counter-insurgency forces - occupy land, ensure area 
domination and seek to intervene in the daily life of 
civilians. On the other hand there is very little by way of 
accessible ofcial information on the numbers, formations 
and locations of the armed forces. Therefore while the 
public is witness to the dominant presence of the armed 
forces, there is no clear information on the nature and 

strength of its structure, and no information is available 
about the deployment of these men or indeed about the 
vast infrastructure through which they operate. 

Through our eldwork we have been able to develop a list 
of major installations from the Command level to the 
Brigade level. There are many more camps at Battalion 
and Company levels but this information is yet to be 
collated and analyzed [though individual cases and case 
studies, including in this report, provide substantial 
information on the camps and their actions]. Some of the 
information has also been obtained from the regular 
interaction of the researchers with ofcials from the army, 
the police and from others who have, directly or indirectly, 
worked with the army. Therefore, while we believe this 
information to be authentic, there is clearly a need for 
further independent and impartial investigations. 
The Indian army structure at the present is as follows:

- Army Headquarters / Chief of Army Staff
- Command / Army Commander
- Corps / Corps Commander
- Division / General Ofcer Commanding (GOC); 
also called Force in the case of the Rashtriya Ries, a 

1
Counter-Insurgency force
- Brigade/ Brigade Commander; also called Sector 
/ Sector Commander, in the case of the Rashtriya Ries
- Battalion / Commanding Ofcer (CO)
- Company / Company Commander
Each of the above layers maintains a physical presence in 
the form of a Headquarter (HQ). Thus, a unit of the RR will 
have a Battalion HQ at a certain camp and different 
Companies of the Battalion will have their own camps. In 
addition to soldiers these camps also house personnel 
from Military Intelligence (MI). 

Any understanding of the structure of the army will require 
to be understood right from the Chief of Army Staff all the 
way down to the individual Companies [of which there are 
Companies from A to Z with the G Company i.e. Ghatak 
being the operations company. These Companies are 
distributed across the headquarters, transit camps etc].

The Indian army presence in Jammu and Kashmir is 
divided between two Commands – Northern and 
Western. Northern Command controls three Corps: XIV 
Corps, XV Corps and XVI Corps and covers Ladakh, 
Kashmir Valley and most parts of Jammu district. Western 
Command is across a more limited geography in Jammu 
district and consists of only one Corps [which is not based 
in Jammu and Kashmir].

The forces in operation vary from Infantry, Artillery, 
Counter-Insurgency Forces [Rashtriya Ries], Military 
Intelligence and Special Forces [also referred to as Para 
commandos]. As will be evident in the charts referred to at 
chapter end, not all these formations exist in every Corps 
or Command. 

Chart No. 1 lays out the broad structure of the army as 
relevant to Jammu and Kashmir.  

1  The RR is a counter-insurgency force composed of Indian Army personnel that was created in the early 1990s and operates exclusively in Jammu 
and Kashmir.
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Chart No. 2 shows the structure of the Divisions and 
Military Intelligence Units under the XIV Corps 
headquartered at Leh. 

2
Chart No.3  shows the structure of the Divisions/Force, 
Sector/Brigades and Military Intelligence units under the 
XV Corps, headquartered at Badami Bagh cantonment.

3
Chart No.4  shows the structure of the Divisions/Force 
and Sector/Brigades and Military Intelligence units under 
the XVI Corps, headquartered at Nagrota .

Chart No.5 shows the structure of the Divisions and 
Military Intelligence units under the Western Command, 
which has  a single Corps relevant to Jammu and Kashmir 
.
We will also have to take into account the intelligence 
agencies that work for the army [reected in the above 
charts], independent of RAW or IB or the local police 
intelligence agencies. There are four levels of intelligence 
agencies working with the army [as relevant to Jammu 
and Kashmir], with the individual detachments referred to 
as “DET”:

- Northern Command Counter-Intelligence Unit 
[NCCIU]: This unit works with the different army 
formations under the Northern Command, and oversees 
other military intelligence units. Headquartered in 
Udhampur and headed by a Colonel, there are also three 
Rear Headquarters at each of the Corps HQ, at Leh (XIV 
Corps) Srinagar (XV Corps), and Nagrota (XVI Corps), 
each headed by a Lt. Colonel. The individual DETs and 
formations of NCCIU are at List No.1
- Western Command Counter-Intelligence Unit 
[WCCIU]: This unit works with the different army 
formations in the Western Command and has a Rear HQ 
in Bakshinagar, Jammu headed by a Major presently. The 
individual DETs and formations of WCCIU are at List 
No.2.
- Counter-Intelligence Unit [CIU]: This unit works 
with counter-insurgency forces, i.e. the RR, only in XV 
Corps and XVI Corps. XV Corps has two headquarters: 
30 CIU, Shariefabad and 31 CIU, Awantipora, each 
headed by a Colonel.16 Corps has two headquarters: CIU 
Akhnoor and CIU Batote, each headed by a Colonel. The 
individual DETs and formations of CIU are at List No.3.
- Counter-Intelligence Surveillance Unit [CISU]: 
This unit works with the Infantry Divisions and is 
headquartered in XIV Corps at Leh, XV Corps at Haft 
Chinar, and XVI Corps at Nagrota. In each HQ there is a 
Colonel. The individual DETs and formations of CISU are 
at List No.4.

Army strength

Regular army 
Guiding numbers 
These gures are estimates; there exists no ofcial 

information on the actual strength of the army units 
deployed in Jammu and Kashmir. We summarize the 
information collected by the researchers  below:

First, every Brigade/Sector is said to have a total of 4-6 
Battalions. Each Battalion consists of an estimated 10 
Companies. The total for a single company may be 
estimated at around 145. 
Consequently, Battalion strength is an estimated 1160, 
[presuming 8 companies as a base] and is headed by a 
Colonel [Commanding Ofcer]. Each Brigade/Sector has 
an estimated 5 Battalions and therefore Brigade/Sector 
strength may be estimated at 5808 [as the Brigade/Sector 
headquarters staff, headed by a Brigadier, is around 8]. 
The strength of Division/Force Headquarters, Corp 
Headquarters and the actual Northern Command must be 
noted. Division/Force Headquarters, headed by General 
Ofcer Commanding [Major General] may be estimated 
at 15; Corp Headquarters, headed by a General Ofcer 
Commanding [Major General] may be estimated at 54; 
Command Headquarters, headed by a Lt. General may 
be estimated at 77.
Each DET of Military Intelligence has around 7 personnel 
with 1 ofcer in command. In addition, the following is the 
strength at the headquarters levels for the 4 military 
intelligence agencies:

- NCCIU Udhampur: There would be around 20 
personnel at the headquarters. Further, at each of the 
three Rear headquarters there would be around 8 
personnel. Therefore, the total strength at the NCCIU 
headquarters level would be around 44.
- WCCIU: There would be around 8 personnel at 
the Rear Headquarters.
- CIU: Each of the four headquarters would have 
around 20 personnel. Therefore, the strength at 
headquarters level of CIU would be 80.
- CISU: Each of the three headquarters would 
have around 20 personnel. Therefore, the strength at 
headquarters level of CISU would be 60.

Northern Command strength

The Indian army strength in Northern Command may be 
estimated at 356382. 

The above estimate is arrived as per the following 
calculations:
- XIV Corp, comprising of 3 Divisions, and a total of 
9 Brigades would have strength of: 52371.
- XV Corps, comprising of 7 Divisions/Forces, and 
a total of 32 Brigades/Sectors would have strength of: 
186015.
- XVI Corps, comprising of 7 Divisions/Forces, and 
a total of 20 Brigades/Sectors would have strength of: 

4
116319 .
- In addition, there are two Battalions of the Special 
Forces [Paracommandos] operating under the Northern 

Command. Each of these SF battalions has 8 Columns 
[equivalent to Companies in regular army Battalions], 
each headed by a Major, and with around 80-100 
personnel. Therefore, the strength of two Battalions of the 
Special Forces may be estimated at 1600.

Western Command strength

The Indian army strength in the Western Command that 
has 1 Corp, 2 Divisions and 5 Brigades [this does not 
include strength at Command and Corp level because 
they are not exclusively operational for Jammu and 
Kashmir] may be estimated at 29070.
Military Intelligence agencies strength

5The strength of the four [NCCIU, WCCIU, CIU, CISU]  
military intelligence agencies operational in Jammu and 
Kashmir may be estimated at 1781.

Total army strength

The Indian army strength in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 387233. If the number of companies per 
battalion are presumed as 10 then the total army strength 
in Jammu and Kashmir may be estimated at 481576.

Strength of other forces and agencies

The other forces functioning in Jammu and Kashmir are 
the para-military forces, the Jammu and Kashmir Police 
and the ofcials of the Intelligence Bureau [IB] and the 
Research and Analysis Wing [RAW]. Whether through 
case studies of Islamabad and Pattan or the individual 
cases analyzed in this report, there are numerous 
references to both the structure and actions of these 
forces. While the researchers have been able to gather 
more substantial information on the Indian army structure, 
is the available information on these other agenciesis 
summarised below. 

Para-military forces

A wide range of para-military forces operate in Jammu 
and Kashmir. They are all under the Ministry of Home 
Affairs [MHA], Government of India. The predominant 
forces are the Border Security Force [BSF] and the 
Central Reserve Police Force [CRPF]. In addition, there 
are the Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force [ITBP], Central 
Industrial Security Force [CISF], Indian Reserve Police 
[IRP] and the Sashastra Seema Bal [SSB].
As in the case of the Indian army, there is little ofcial and 
public information available on the above formations. In 
the case of SSB, the website
 [http://www.ssb.nic.in/shared/linkimages/8828.pdf] 
provides an organization and command  structure in  

which there are said to be 5 Battalions of the SSB under its 
Special Operations unit in Srinagar sector [with 3 
Battalions in Bhilai, Chattisgarh]. No details on strength 

6a r e  p r o v i d e d .  T h e  I T B P  o n  i t s  w e b s i t e  
[http://itbpolice.nic.in/itbpwebsite/Documents/Org%20C
har t%20nal%2020052015.pdf ] prov ides an   
organization structure with no information on their 
formations or strength in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Besides the above information, the researchers have 
found some information with regard to CRPF, IRP, CISF 
and ITBP and more extensive information with regard to 
the BSF. The researchers have been unable to collect 
substantive information with regard to the SSB. 

CRPF

The strength of the CRPF in Jammu and Kashmir may be  
7estimated at 75000 . 

IRP

The strength of the IRP in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 5500.

5 IRP Battalions were raised in 2010, and with each 
Battalions comprising 1100 personnel, the above 

8estimate has been calculated at 5500 . But, it is unclear 
how many Battalions existed before 2010, and recent 
news reports suggest the creation of 5 new Battalions, 
thereby suggesting that the strength of the IRP may in fact 

9be greater than 5500 . 

CISF

The CISF, tasked with protecting “major critical 
infrastructure installations” as per its website, is headed 
by a Director General in New Delhi, has a total of 7 
Battalions in Jammu and Kashmir, including Uri 1st power 
house under National Hydro-electric Power Corporation 
[NHPC], Uri 2nd power house under NHPC, Baghliar 
power project, Chandrakote, Dulhasti power project, 
Dulhasti, Doda, and Kishen Ganga at Gurez, Bandipora.  
The strength of each Battalion is approximately 800-
1000. The strength of the CISF in Jammu and Kashmir 
may be estimated at 7000.

ITBP

The ITBP, a specialized mountain force with border 
guarding duties, is headed by a Director General in New 
Delhi has a total of 3 Battalions in Jammu and Kashmir, 
divided between headquarters in Ladakh, Kashmir and 
Jammu, each headed by a Colonel, Commanding 

10Ofcer . 

5  Individual agencies estimated strengths are: NCCIU: 394, WCCIU: 99, CIU: 689, CISU: 599.
6  Separately, the researchers of this report sought information from the para-military groups regarding their court-martial records in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The SSB in its submissions, dated 1 February 2013, before the Central Information Commission stated that the SSB had been shifted out of 
Jammu and Kashmir following a structural change wherein the SSB ceased to report to the Cabinet Secretariat and instead reported to MHA. That the 
SSB ceased to operate in Jammu and Kashmir from 2001 is therefore contradicted by its own website. See also: 
http://www.forceindia.net/ChangeofRole.aspx, where it is stated that 5 SSB battalions are being pressed into service in Jammu and Kashmir [this 
report is from 2013]. 
7  See generally: http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/internal-security-grid-intact-in-jammu-kashmir-crpf-663534. In addition, some sources suggest that 
the number of battalions in Kashmir valley itself may be more than 60: Economic Times, http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-03-
13/news/37683735_1_crpf-camp-crpf-battalions-crpf-men, 13 March 2013.
8  See generally: http://zeenews.india.com/news/jammu-and-kashmir/indian-reserve-police-battalions-raised-in-jandk_611456.html.
9  See generally: http://www.dailyexcelsior.com/centre-approves-5-new-irp-bns-for-j-5500-youth-to-be-recruited/.
10 But, on the ITBP website where an organization chart has been provided it appears that the ITBP is in fact headed by two DIG's – based in Ladakh 
and Srinagar. This might also suggest that the strength of the ITBP is in fact greater than the information collected by the researchers as a DIG ranking 
ofcer would have more than one Battalion under his control. 

2  This chart mentions the Airforce at Sector HQ Awantipora. There are in fact three air bases in Jammu and Kashmir: Awantipora, Ladakh and 
Udhampur. Here the Airforce has been mentioned as it is located at a Brigade location. This study does cover the structure or strength of the Airforce.  
3  “Uniform” is cited widely as an operating “Force” of the Rashtriya Ries in Jammu and Kashmir. But, the researchers could not verify its present 
existence, location and strength. As a result, while shown in the chart, no details are provided and it has not been included for the purposes of 
calculating strength/numbers of the army in Jammu and Kashmir. 
4  In these calculations the Transit Camp at Brigade HQ Chowkibal has not been added as it is only a transit camp and the strength of the personnel in 
the Transit Camp would be accounted for elsewhere. Further, the JAKLI Centre at Old Aireld Rangreth has also not been accounted for as once 
again the personnel here would be accounted for as they come from other parts of Jammu and Kashmir or even from outside Jammu and Kashmir. 
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Chart No. 2 shows the structure of the Divisions and 
Military Intelligence Units under the XIV Corps 
headquartered at Leh. 

2
Chart No.3  shows the structure of the Divisions/Force, 
Sector/Brigades and Military Intelligence units under the 
XV Corps, headquartered at Badami Bagh cantonment.

3
Chart No.4  shows the structure of the Divisions/Force 
and Sector/Brigades and Military Intelligence units under 
the XVI Corps, headquartered at Nagrota .

Chart No.5 shows the structure of the Divisions and 
Military Intelligence units under the Western Command, 
which has  a single Corps relevant to Jammu and Kashmir 
.
We will also have to take into account the intelligence 
agencies that work for the army [reected in the above 
charts], independent of RAW or IB or the local police 
intelligence agencies. There are four levels of intelligence 
agencies working with the army [as relevant to Jammu 
and Kashmir], with the individual detachments referred to 
as “DET”:

- Northern Command Counter-Intelligence Unit 
[NCCIU]: This unit works with the different army 
formations under the Northern Command, and oversees 
other military intelligence units. Headquartered in 
Udhampur and headed by a Colonel, there are also three 
Rear Headquarters at each of the Corps HQ, at Leh (XIV 
Corps) Srinagar (XV Corps), and Nagrota (XVI Corps), 
each headed by a Lt. Colonel. The individual DETs and 
formations of NCCIU are at List No.1
- Western Command Counter-Intelligence Unit 
[WCCIU]: This unit works with the different army 
formations in the Western Command and has a Rear HQ 
in Bakshinagar, Jammu headed by a Major presently. The 
individual DETs and formations of WCCIU are at List 
No.2.
- Counter-Intelligence Unit [CIU]: This unit works 
with counter-insurgency forces, i.e. the RR, only in XV 
Corps and XVI Corps. XV Corps has two headquarters: 
30 CIU, Shariefabad and 31 CIU, Awantipora, each 
headed by a Colonel.16 Corps has two headquarters: CIU 
Akhnoor and CIU Batote, each headed by a Colonel. The 
individual DETs and formations of CIU are at List No.3.
- Counter-Intelligence Surveillance Unit [CISU]: 
This unit works with the Infantry Divisions and is 
headquartered in XIV Corps at Leh, XV Corps at Haft 
Chinar, and XVI Corps at Nagrota. In each HQ there is a 
Colonel. The individual DETs and formations of CISU are 
at List No.4.

Army strength

Regular army 
Guiding numbers 
These gures are estimates; there exists no ofcial 

information on the actual strength of the army units 
deployed in Jammu and Kashmir. We summarize the 
information collected by the researchers  below:

First, every Brigade/Sector is said to have a total of 4-6 
Battalions. Each Battalion consists of an estimated 10 
Companies. The total for a single company may be 
estimated at around 145. 
Consequently, Battalion strength is an estimated 1160, 
[presuming 8 companies as a base] and is headed by a 
Colonel [Commanding Ofcer]. Each Brigade/Sector has 
an estimated 5 Battalions and therefore Brigade/Sector 
strength may be estimated at 5808 [as the Brigade/Sector 
headquarters staff, headed by a Brigadier, is around 8]. 
The strength of Division/Force Headquarters, Corp 
Headquarters and the actual Northern Command must be 
noted. Division/Force Headquarters, headed by General 
Ofcer Commanding [Major General] may be estimated 
at 15; Corp Headquarters, headed by a General Ofcer 
Commanding [Major General] may be estimated at 54; 
Command Headquarters, headed by a Lt. General may 
be estimated at 77.
Each DET of Military Intelligence has around 7 personnel 
with 1 ofcer in command. In addition, the following is the 
strength at the headquarters levels for the 4 military 
intelligence agencies:

- NCCIU Udhampur: There would be around 20 
personnel at the headquarters. Further, at each of the 
three Rear headquarters there would be around 8 
personnel. Therefore, the total strength at the NCCIU 
headquarters level would be around 44.
- WCCIU: There would be around 8 personnel at 
the Rear Headquarters.
- CIU: Each of the four headquarters would have 
around 20 personnel. Therefore, the strength at 
headquarters level of CIU would be 80.
- CISU: Each of the three headquarters would 
have around 20 personnel. Therefore, the strength at 
headquarters level of CISU would be 60.

Northern Command strength

The Indian army strength in Northern Command may be 
estimated at 356382. 

The above estimate is arrived as per the following 
calculations:
- XIV Corp, comprising of 3 Divisions, and a total of 
9 Brigades would have strength of: 52371.
- XV Corps, comprising of 7 Divisions/Forces, and 
a total of 32 Brigades/Sectors would have strength of: 
186015.
- XVI Corps, comprising of 7 Divisions/Forces, and 
a total of 20 Brigades/Sectors would have strength of: 

4
116319 .
- In addition, there are two Battalions of the Special 
Forces [Paracommandos] operating under the Northern 

Command. Each of these SF battalions has 8 Columns 
[equivalent to Companies in regular army Battalions], 
each headed by a Major, and with around 80-100 
personnel. Therefore, the strength of two Battalions of the 
Special Forces may be estimated at 1600.

Western Command strength

The Indian army strength in the Western Command that 
has 1 Corp, 2 Divisions and 5 Brigades [this does not 
include strength at Command and Corp level because 
they are not exclusively operational for Jammu and 
Kashmir] may be estimated at 29070.
Military Intelligence agencies strength

5The strength of the four [NCCIU, WCCIU, CIU, CISU]  
military intelligence agencies operational in Jammu and 
Kashmir may be estimated at 1781.

Total army strength

The Indian army strength in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 387233. If the number of companies per 
battalion are presumed as 10 then the total army strength 
in Jammu and Kashmir may be estimated at 481576.

Strength of other forces and agencies

The other forces functioning in Jammu and Kashmir are 
the para-military forces, the Jammu and Kashmir Police 
and the ofcials of the Intelligence Bureau [IB] and the 
Research and Analysis Wing [RAW]. Whether through 
case studies of Islamabad and Pattan or the individual 
cases analyzed in this report, there are numerous 
references to both the structure and actions of these 
forces. While the researchers have been able to gather 
more substantial information on the Indian army structure, 
is the available information on these other agenciesis 
summarised below. 

Para-military forces

A wide range of para-military forces operate in Jammu 
and Kashmir. They are all under the Ministry of Home 
Affairs [MHA], Government of India. The predominant 
forces are the Border Security Force [BSF] and the 
Central Reserve Police Force [CRPF]. In addition, there 
are the Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force [ITBP], Central 
Industrial Security Force [CISF], Indian Reserve Police 
[IRP] and the Sashastra Seema Bal [SSB].
As in the case of the Indian army, there is little ofcial and 
public information available on the above formations. In 
the case of SSB, the website
 [http://www.ssb.nic.in/shared/linkimages/8828.pdf] 
provides an organization and command  structure in  

which there are said to be 5 Battalions of the SSB under its 
Special Operations unit in Srinagar sector [with 3 
Battalions in Bhilai, Chattisgarh]. No details on strength 

6a r e  p r o v i d e d .  T h e  I T B P  o n  i t s  w e b s i t e  
[http://itbpolice.nic.in/itbpwebsite/Documents/Org%20C
har t%20nal%2020052015.pdf ] prov ides an   
organization structure with no information on their 
formations or strength in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Besides the above information, the researchers have 
found some information with regard to CRPF, IRP, CISF 
and ITBP and more extensive information with regard to 
the BSF. The researchers have been unable to collect 
substantive information with regard to the SSB. 

CRPF

The strength of the CRPF in Jammu and Kashmir may be  
7estimated at 75000 . 

IRP

The strength of the IRP in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 5500.

5 IRP Battalions were raised in 2010, and with each 
Battalions comprising 1100 personnel, the above 

8estimate has been calculated at 5500 . But, it is unclear 
how many Battalions existed before 2010, and recent 
news reports suggest the creation of 5 new Battalions, 
thereby suggesting that the strength of the IRP may in fact 

9be greater than 5500 . 

CISF

The CISF, tasked with protecting “major critical 
infrastructure installations” as per its website, is headed 
by a Director General in New Delhi, has a total of 7 
Battalions in Jammu and Kashmir, including Uri 1st power 
house under National Hydro-electric Power Corporation 
[NHPC], Uri 2nd power house under NHPC, Baghliar 
power project, Chandrakote, Dulhasti power project, 
Dulhasti, Doda, and Kishen Ganga at Gurez, Bandipora.  
The strength of each Battalion is approximately 800-
1000. The strength of the CISF in Jammu and Kashmir 
may be estimated at 7000.

ITBP

The ITBP, a specialized mountain force with border 
guarding duties, is headed by a Director General in New 
Delhi has a total of 3 Battalions in Jammu and Kashmir, 
divided between headquarters in Ladakh, Kashmir and 
Jammu, each headed by a Colonel, Commanding 

10Ofcer . 

5  Individual agencies estimated strengths are: NCCIU: 394, WCCIU: 99, CIU: 689, CISU: 599.
6  Separately, the researchers of this report sought information from the para-military groups regarding their court-martial records in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The SSB in its submissions, dated 1 February 2013, before the Central Information Commission stated that the SSB had been shifted out of 
Jammu and Kashmir following a structural change wherein the SSB ceased to report to the Cabinet Secretariat and instead reported to MHA. That the 
SSB ceased to operate in Jammu and Kashmir from 2001 is therefore contradicted by its own website. See also: 
http://www.forceindia.net/ChangeofRole.aspx, where it is stated that 5 SSB battalions are being pressed into service in Jammu and Kashmir [this 
report is from 2013]. 
7  See generally: http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/internal-security-grid-intact-in-jammu-kashmir-crpf-663534. In addition, some sources suggest that 
the number of battalions in Kashmir valley itself may be more than 60: Economic Times, http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-03-
13/news/37683735_1_crpf-camp-crpf-battalions-crpf-men, 13 March 2013.
8  See generally: http://zeenews.india.com/news/jammu-and-kashmir/indian-reserve-police-battalions-raised-in-jandk_611456.html.
9  See generally: http://www.dailyexcelsior.com/centre-approves-5-new-irp-bns-for-j-5500-youth-to-be-recruited/.
10 But, on the ITBP website where an organization chart has been provided it appears that the ITBP is in fact headed by two DIG's – based in Ladakh 
and Srinagar. This might also suggest that the strength of the ITBP is in fact greater than the information collected by the researchers as a DIG ranking 
ofcer would have more than one Battalion under his control. 

2  This chart mentions the Airforce at Sector HQ Awantipora. There are in fact three air bases in Jammu and Kashmir: Awantipora, Ladakh and 
Udhampur. Here the Airforce has been mentioned as it is located at a Brigade location. This study does cover the structure or strength of the Airforce.  
3  “Uniform” is cited widely as an operating “Force” of the Rashtriya Ries in Jammu and Kashmir. But, the researchers could not verify its present 
existence, location and strength. As a result, while shown in the chart, no details are provided and it has not been included for the purposes of 
calculating strength/numbers of the army in Jammu and Kashmir. 
4  In these calculations the Transit Camp at Brigade HQ Chowkibal has not been added as it is only a transit camp and the strength of the personnel in 
the Transit Camp would be accounted for elsewhere. Further, the JAKLI Centre at Old Aireld Rangreth has also not been accounted for as once 
again the personnel here would be accounted for as they come from other parts of Jammu and Kashmir or even from outside Jammu and Kashmir. 
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The strength of each Battalion is around 1000 and 
therefore the strength of ITBP in Jammu and Kashmir may 
be estimated at 3000.

BSF

The strength of BSF in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 37347.

The BSF is the primary border guarding force in India and 
has had a strong presence in Jammu and Kashmir. As 
illustrated in Chart No. 6, the BSF is headed by the 
Director General in New Delhi and has three 
headquarters in Jammu and Kashmir: BSF HQ 
Humhama, Kashmir, BSF HQ Bohri/Dumana, Jammu 
and BSF HQ Leh, Ladakh. Each of these headquarters 
has staff of around 37 personnel and the total strength 
across three headquarters would be around 111.

Within these three headquarters there is a further division 
between the BSF intelligence agency [referred to as “G 
Branch”] and its operational Battalions – each of which 
have headquarters. The G Branch in turn is run through 
“Teams”. Each Battalion headquarter is headed by a 
Colonel ranked ofcer referred to as SSP. 

While not shown in the chart, each Battalion has 3 TAC 
headquarters which are headed by a Lt. Colonel ranked 
ofcer referred to as SP. Further, each TAC headquarter 
has 2-3 Companies each of which are headed by 
Inspector or Deputy Superintendent of Police ranked 
ofcer. 

Each Company [that run from A, B onwards and include a 
specialized Ghatak-G Company] comprise of 120-150 
personnel including 1-3 ofcers. Therefore, each 
Company may be presumed to have around 150 for the 
purpose of the present calculations. 

Each TAC headquarters has 3-5 ofcers. Therefore, a 
TAC headquarters [including an estimated 3 Companies] 
would have strength of 450 [which includes the strength at 
the TAC headquarters].

Each Battalion headquarters has 15-20 ofcers. 
Therefore, a Battalion headquarters [that includes 3 TAC 
headquarters] would have strength of 1350 [which 
includes the strength at the Battalion headquarters].

The G Branch headquarters of the BSF is headed by a 
Colonel ranked ofcer referred to as SSP and has 
strength of around 50 personnel. Each Team is headed by 
a Lt. Colonel referred to as SP and has strength of around 
10 personnel.
In addition to the above, each TAC HQ has one team of G 
Branch personnel, headed by a Deputy Superintendent of 
Police or Inspector, and the total strength of this team is 4 
personnel. This strength is in addition to the TAC 
headquarter / Battalion headquarters strength and the G 
Branch Teams strength. The codes for these Teams of the 
G Branch are also referred to differently i.e. Team A1, 
Team A2 etc. 

Therefore, the total strength of the BSF in Jammu and 
Kashmir may be broken up as follows:

- Strength at the 3 main BSF headquarters in 
Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir: 111
- Strength of the 3 G Branch headquarters: 150
- Strength of the 27 Battalions of the BSF across 
the three headquarters: 36450
- Strength of the 30 Teams of the BSF across the 
three headquarters: 300
- Strength of the Teams across the 84 TAC 
headquarters separately: 336

Based on the above calculations, the strength of the 
above paramilitary in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 127847.

IB and RAW

The Indian Intelligence Bureau (IB) and Research and 
Analysis Wings (RAW) operate as the primary internal 
and external intelligence agencies for India. They are 
operational in Jammu and Kashmir and distributed on 
District and Tehsil level. 

Jammu and Kashmir has a total of 82 Tehsils, and 22 
Districts and the strength of the IB may be estimated at 
364.

The IB operates under the MHA and is headed by the 
Director based in New Delhi. The IB has a Joint Director in 
charge of Jammu and Kashmir who is based in Srinagar 
and Jammu based on the shifting of the civil secretariat. 
Joint Director has around 8 staff with him. Each District of 
Jammu and Kashmir has 1 SSP ranked ofcer in charge, 
and 4 other personnel. Therefore, at the District level the 
strength is 5. Each Tehsil of each District has one IB team 
headed by an Inspector ranked ofcer with 2 other 
ofcials. Therefore, each Tehsil has strength of around 3. 

The strength of the RAW in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 556.

RAW operates under the Prime Minister's Ofce. It is the 
highest intelligence agency of India and is headed by the 
Chief of RAW, New Delhi. A Joint Director [Director 
General] is in charge of Jammu and Kashmir and is based 
in Srinagar and Jammu based on the shifting of the civil 
secretariat. Joint Director has around 8 staff with him. 
Each District of Jammu and Kashmir has 1 SSP ranked 
ofcer in charge, and 9 other personnel. Therefore at the 
District level the strength is 10.  Each Tehsil of each 
District has a RAW team headed by an Inspector ranked 
ofcer with 3 other ofcials. Therefore, each Tehsil has 
strength of around 4. 

Therefore, the estimate strength of the IB and RAW would 
be 920.

Jammu and Kashmir Police

The strength of the Jammu and Kashmir Police may be 
estimated at: 114071.

The Jammu and Kashmir police, headed by the Director 
General of Police is spread across Jammu and Kashmir 
through its various formations including its own 
intel l igence agency the Criminal Investigation 

Department [CID] which comprises of Counter-
Insurgency Kashmir/Jammu [CIK and CIJ] and Special 
Branch Kashmir and Jammu [SBK and SBJ]. Specialized 
wings include the Armed Police, Technical Wing, Crime 
Branch etc. The Jammu and Kashmir Police website 
[at http:/ / jkpol ice.gov.in/about- jammu-kashmir-
police/police-formations.htm] summarizes its own 
structure as follows:

The J&K State has been divided into two (02) Zones, 
Jammu Zone and Kashmir Zone, each headed by a 
Zonal Inspector General of Police (IGP) who is overall 
In-charge of law and order situation in the respective 
zone. The two zones are further sub-divided into 
Ranges, each headed by an ofcer of the rank of a Dy. 
Inspector General of Police (DIG). Presently, there are 
six (07) Ranges, four (04) in Jammu Zone (Jammu-
Kathua, Rajouri-Poonch, Udhampur-Reasi and Doda-
Kishtwar Ranges) and three (03) in Kashmir Zone 
(Central Kashmir, North Kashmir and South Kashmir 
Ranges) . The Range DIGs supervise the police 
administration in the Districts, each of which is headed 
by an ofcer of the rank of Superintendent of Police 
(SP)/ Sr. Superintendent of Police (SSP). The Jammu 
Region has nine (10) Police Districts (Jammu, Samba, 
Kathua, Udhampur, Reasi, Rajouri, Poonch, Doda, 
Kishtwar and Ramban Districts) while the Kashmir 
Region has twelve (15) Police Districts (Srinagar, 
Ganderbal, Budgam, Pulwama, Anantang, Kulgam, 
Shopian, Awantipora, Baramulla, Sopore, Bandipora, 
Kupwara, Handwara, Leh and Kargil Districts). The 
District SPs/SSPs are assisted by one or more 
Additional Superintendents of Police/Asstt./Dy. 
Superintendents of Police in the discharge of their 
duties. To bring the police administration nearer to the 
people, Districts have further been divided into Sub 
divisions, Police Stations and Police Posts/ Divisions. 
The sub-Divisions are headed by ofcers of the rank of 
Assistant / Deputy Superintendent of Police. 
Presently, we have a total of 193 Police Stations 
(including two Women Police Stations one each at 
Srinagar and Jammu) and 158 Police Posts/Divisions 
in the State of J&K manned by Police personnel of the 
rank of Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Asstt. Sub-
Inspectors, Head Constables, Selection Grade 
Constables and Constables.

There is, at the Headquarters of each district, an 
Armed Reserve contingent under the charge of a 
Gazetted ofcer of the rank of Dy.SP to meet 
contingencies like leave / sickness etc. and to perform 
other miscellaneous duties in the district like armed 
and unarmed guards, escort of treasuries, prisoners/ 
under trials and the like

The Jammu and Kashmir police website makes no 
mention of the Special Operations Group [SOG] - the 
counter-insurgency wing of the police. The SOG in each 
District has an operational structure but still falls within the 
supervisions of the District SP and in 2003 was 
“assimilitated” into the regular police force as per a 
government notication.  

As per statistics provided by the Bureau of Police 
Research and Development [BPR&D],Ministry Of Home 
Affairs ( MHA), the strength of Jammu and Kashmir Police 
as on 1 January 2009 was 82,721 [this gure did not 

11include Special Police Ofcers – SPOs] . In addition, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister stated on 12 March 
2015 in the Legislative Council that 25,474 SPOs were 
presently working in different units of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police.  Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 
stated in another written reply in the Legislative Council in 
march 2015, that 2376 SPO's had been absorbed in the 
police department.

Besides this there have been special recruitment drives 
by Director Generals of Police since 2009 onwards to 
absorb stone pelting youth into the police, in addition to 
the normal recruitments by the department. In October 
2012, then Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister stated in a 
written reply in the Legislative Assembly that 3000 youth 
had been been recruited into the police department in 16 
special recruitment drives since 2010. In addition, from 
media sources, estimated 500 police personnel were 
recruited into the police between mid-2014 and [no 
recruitment gures could be ascertained for the period 
from October 2012 to mid 2014].

Village Defence Committees [VDCs]

VDC's were formed as per the Jammu and Kashmir Home 
Department order no. Home 293 of 1995 dated 30 
September 1995.  The aim of VDCs in the 30 September 
1995 order, para 3, is stated as being to provide defence 
to the village and to check trans-border movement. 
Further, in the conclusion, at Para 11, the Government 
states that “Above all, it is a manifestation of the will of the 
people to actively participate in the efforts to thwart the 
threat being posed to the national security and 
integrity”.As per the then Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister in April 2013 in the Legislative Assembly, 26,567 
persons were working with the VDCs in 10 districts of 
Jammu division and Leh District of Ladakh.

Total strength of other forces and agencies

The estimated strength, based on available limited 
information, of the para-military, Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, VDC's and non-military intelligence agencies 
would therefore be: 269405.
Total Strength of Indian forces in Jammu and Kashmir
Based on the above calculations, the estimated strength 
of the forces in Jammu and Kashmir may be placed at: 
656638.If the number of companies per army Battalion 
are presumed at 10, the estimated strength of the total 
forces in Jammu and Kashmir may be placed at 750981.

As an illustration of how individual parts of the structure 
detailed above operate,Part B & Part C of  this chapter 
analyse two camps: Tapper [with emphasis on the 
Palhallan army camp] and Khanabal. Both camps – which 
are presently Sector Headquarters – control and exert 
inuence over a vast area. 

This report examines the effects of the presence of these 

11  This gure is presumed to include its intelligence wing the CID headed by an inspector General of Police, CID. Each police station has a team of 
intelligence personnel of the CID's two branches [Counter-insurgency and Special Branch] headed by an Assistant Sub-Inspector or Sub-inspector and 
2 other police personnel. So the CIK/CIJ would have a total of 3 personnel as would the SBK/SBJ. 
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The strength of each Battalion is around 1000 and 
therefore the strength of ITBP in Jammu and Kashmir may 
be estimated at 3000.

BSF

The strength of BSF in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 37347.

The BSF is the primary border guarding force in India and 
has had a strong presence in Jammu and Kashmir. As 
illustrated in Chart No. 6, the BSF is headed by the 
Director General in New Delhi and has three 
headquarters in Jammu and Kashmir: BSF HQ 
Humhama, Kashmir, BSF HQ Bohri/Dumana, Jammu 
and BSF HQ Leh, Ladakh. Each of these headquarters 
has staff of around 37 personnel and the total strength 
across three headquarters would be around 111.

Within these three headquarters there is a further division 
between the BSF intelligence agency [referred to as “G 
Branch”] and its operational Battalions – each of which 
have headquarters. The G Branch in turn is run through 
“Teams”. Each Battalion headquarter is headed by a 
Colonel ranked ofcer referred to as SSP. 

While not shown in the chart, each Battalion has 3 TAC 
headquarters which are headed by a Lt. Colonel ranked 
ofcer referred to as SP. Further, each TAC headquarter 
has 2-3 Companies each of which are headed by 
Inspector or Deputy Superintendent of Police ranked 
ofcer. 

Each Company [that run from A, B onwards and include a 
specialized Ghatak-G Company] comprise of 120-150 
personnel including 1-3 ofcers. Therefore, each 
Company may be presumed to have around 150 for the 
purpose of the present calculations. 

Each TAC headquarters has 3-5 ofcers. Therefore, a 
TAC headquarters [including an estimated 3 Companies] 
would have strength of 450 [which includes the strength at 
the TAC headquarters].

Each Battalion headquarters has 15-20 ofcers. 
Therefore, a Battalion headquarters [that includes 3 TAC 
headquarters] would have strength of 1350 [which 
includes the strength at the Battalion headquarters].

The G Branch headquarters of the BSF is headed by a 
Colonel ranked ofcer referred to as SSP and has 
strength of around 50 personnel. Each Team is headed by 
a Lt. Colonel referred to as SP and has strength of around 
10 personnel.
In addition to the above, each TAC HQ has one team of G 
Branch personnel, headed by a Deputy Superintendent of 
Police or Inspector, and the total strength of this team is 4 
personnel. This strength is in addition to the TAC 
headquarter / Battalion headquarters strength and the G 
Branch Teams strength. The codes for these Teams of the 
G Branch are also referred to differently i.e. Team A1, 
Team A2 etc. 

Therefore, the total strength of the BSF in Jammu and 
Kashmir may be broken up as follows:

- Strength at the 3 main BSF headquarters in 
Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir: 111
- Strength of the 3 G Branch headquarters: 150
- Strength of the 27 Battalions of the BSF across 
the three headquarters: 36450
- Strength of the 30 Teams of the BSF across the 
three headquarters: 300
- Strength of the Teams across the 84 TAC 
headquarters separately: 336

Based on the above calculations, the strength of the 
above paramilitary in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 127847.

IB and RAW

The Indian Intelligence Bureau (IB) and Research and 
Analysis Wings (RAW) operate as the primary internal 
and external intelligence agencies for India. They are 
operational in Jammu and Kashmir and distributed on 
District and Tehsil level. 

Jammu and Kashmir has a total of 82 Tehsils, and 22 
Districts and the strength of the IB may be estimated at 
364.

The IB operates under the MHA and is headed by the 
Director based in New Delhi. The IB has a Joint Director in 
charge of Jammu and Kashmir who is based in Srinagar 
and Jammu based on the shifting of the civil secretariat. 
Joint Director has around 8 staff with him. Each District of 
Jammu and Kashmir has 1 SSP ranked ofcer in charge, 
and 4 other personnel. Therefore, at the District level the 
strength is 5. Each Tehsil of each District has one IB team 
headed by an Inspector ranked ofcer with 2 other 
ofcials. Therefore, each Tehsil has strength of around 3. 

The strength of the RAW in Jammu and Kashmir may be 
estimated at 556.

RAW operates under the Prime Minister's Ofce. It is the 
highest intelligence agency of India and is headed by the 
Chief of RAW, New Delhi. A Joint Director [Director 
General] is in charge of Jammu and Kashmir and is based 
in Srinagar and Jammu based on the shifting of the civil 
secretariat. Joint Director has around 8 staff with him. 
Each District of Jammu and Kashmir has 1 SSP ranked 
ofcer in charge, and 9 other personnel. Therefore at the 
District level the strength is 10.  Each Tehsil of each 
District has a RAW team headed by an Inspector ranked 
ofcer with 3 other ofcials. Therefore, each Tehsil has 
strength of around 4. 

Therefore, the estimate strength of the IB and RAW would 
be 920.

Jammu and Kashmir Police

The strength of the Jammu and Kashmir Police may be 
estimated at: 114071.

The Jammu and Kashmir police, headed by the Director 
General of Police is spread across Jammu and Kashmir 
through its various formations including its own 
intel l igence agency the Criminal Investigation 

Department [CID] which comprises of Counter-
Insurgency Kashmir/Jammu [CIK and CIJ] and Special 
Branch Kashmir and Jammu [SBK and SBJ]. Specialized 
wings include the Armed Police, Technical Wing, Crime 
Branch etc. The Jammu and Kashmir Police website 
[at http:/ / jkpol ice.gov.in/about- jammu-kashmir-
police/police-formations.htm] summarizes its own 
structure as follows:

The J&K State has been divided into two (02) Zones, 
Jammu Zone and Kashmir Zone, each headed by a 
Zonal Inspector General of Police (IGP) who is overall 
In-charge of law and order situation in the respective 
zone. The two zones are further sub-divided into 
Ranges, each headed by an ofcer of the rank of a Dy. 
Inspector General of Police (DIG). Presently, there are 
six (07) Ranges, four (04) in Jammu Zone (Jammu-
Kathua, Rajouri-Poonch, Udhampur-Reasi and Doda-
Kishtwar Ranges) and three (03) in Kashmir Zone 
(Central Kashmir, North Kashmir and South Kashmir 
Ranges) . The Range DIGs supervise the police 
administration in the Districts, each of which is headed 
by an ofcer of the rank of Superintendent of Police 
(SP)/ Sr. Superintendent of Police (SSP). The Jammu 
Region has nine (10) Police Districts (Jammu, Samba, 
Kathua, Udhampur, Reasi, Rajouri, Poonch, Doda, 
Kishtwar and Ramban Districts) while the Kashmir 
Region has twelve (15) Police Districts (Srinagar, 
Ganderbal, Budgam, Pulwama, Anantang, Kulgam, 
Shopian, Awantipora, Baramulla, Sopore, Bandipora, 
Kupwara, Handwara, Leh and Kargil Districts). The 
District SPs/SSPs are assisted by one or more 
Additional Superintendents of Police/Asstt./Dy. 
Superintendents of Police in the discharge of their 
duties. To bring the police administration nearer to the 
people, Districts have further been divided into Sub 
divisions, Police Stations and Police Posts/ Divisions. 
The sub-Divisions are headed by ofcers of the rank of 
Assistant / Deputy Superintendent of Police. 
Presently, we have a total of 193 Police Stations 
(including two Women Police Stations one each at 
Srinagar and Jammu) and 158 Police Posts/Divisions 
in the State of J&K manned by Police personnel of the 
rank of Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Asstt. Sub-
Inspectors, Head Constables, Selection Grade 
Constables and Constables.

There is, at the Headquarters of each district, an 
Armed Reserve contingent under the charge of a 
Gazetted ofcer of the rank of Dy.SP to meet 
contingencies like leave / sickness etc. and to perform 
other miscellaneous duties in the district like armed 
and unarmed guards, escort of treasuries, prisoners/ 
under trials and the like

The Jammu and Kashmir police website makes no 
mention of the Special Operations Group [SOG] - the 
counter-insurgency wing of the police. The SOG in each 
District has an operational structure but still falls within the 
supervisions of the District SP and in 2003 was 
“assimilitated” into the regular police force as per a 
government notication.  

As per statistics provided by the Bureau of Police 
Research and Development [BPR&D],Ministry Of Home 
Affairs ( MHA), the strength of Jammu and Kashmir Police 
as on 1 January 2009 was 82,721 [this gure did not 

11include Special Police Ofcers – SPOs] . In addition, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister stated on 12 March 
2015 in the Legislative Council that 25,474 SPOs were 
presently working in different units of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police.  Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 
stated in another written reply in the Legislative Council in 
march 2015, that 2376 SPO's had been absorbed in the 
police department.

Besides this there have been special recruitment drives 
by Director Generals of Police since 2009 onwards to 
absorb stone pelting youth into the police, in addition to 
the normal recruitments by the department. In October 
2012, then Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister stated in a 
written reply in the Legislative Assembly that 3000 youth 
had been been recruited into the police department in 16 
special recruitment drives since 2010. In addition, from 
media sources, estimated 500 police personnel were 
recruited into the police between mid-2014 and [no 
recruitment gures could be ascertained for the period 
from October 2012 to mid 2014].

Village Defence Committees [VDCs]

VDC's were formed as per the Jammu and Kashmir Home 
Department order no. Home 293 of 1995 dated 30 
September 1995.  The aim of VDCs in the 30 September 
1995 order, para 3, is stated as being to provide defence 
to the village and to check trans-border movement. 
Further, in the conclusion, at Para 11, the Government 
states that “Above all, it is a manifestation of the will of the 
people to actively participate in the efforts to thwart the 
threat being posed to the national security and 
integrity”.As per the then Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister in April 2013 in the Legislative Assembly, 26,567 
persons were working with the VDCs in 10 districts of 
Jammu division and Leh District of Ladakh.

Total strength of other forces and agencies

The estimated strength, based on available limited 
information, of the para-military, Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, VDC's and non-military intelligence agencies 
would therefore be: 269405.
Total Strength of Indian forces in Jammu and Kashmir
Based on the above calculations, the estimated strength 
of the forces in Jammu and Kashmir may be placed at: 
656638.If the number of companies per army Battalion 
are presumed at 10, the estimated strength of the total 
forces in Jammu and Kashmir may be placed at 750981.

As an illustration of how individual parts of the structure 
detailed above operate,Part B & Part C of  this chapter 
analyse two camps: Tapper [with emphasis on the 
Palhallan army camp] and Khanabal. Both camps – which 
are presently Sector Headquarters – control and exert 
inuence over a vast area. 

This report examines the effects of the presence of these 

11  This gure is presumed to include its intelligence wing the CID headed by an inspector General of Police, CID. Each police station has a team of 
intelligence personnel of the CID's two branches [Counter-insurgency and Special Branch] headed by an Assistant Sub-Inspector or Sub-inspector and 
2 other police personnel. So the CIK/CIJ would have a total of 3 personnel as would the SBK/SBJ. 
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camps, and the operational impunity of the personnel 
based in them, by limiting itself to specic villages within 
the jurisdiction of these camps. Through extensive eld 
work, surveys and ofcial information, the nature of 
violence, the structure in operation and the stories of the 
people living within the jurisdiction of these camps are 
told. The camps that fall within these two Sector 
Headquarters are shown in Chart No. 7.

Practices and operating procedures

In the decade of the 1990s and after, the massive 
increase in the number of military personnel in Jammu 
and Kashmir was accompanied by the development of so 
many bunkers, camps and restricted zones that it became 
clear that such operational infrastructure was key to 
strategic area domination. Armed camps of varying sizes 
exist everywhere that Kashmiris live, and their 
presence—and the movement of vehicles and soldiers 
from them—is a constant reminder of the power of the 
Indian state. Civilians in these areas are always 
conscious of just how close they are to a military 
apparatus whose aggressive authority, supposedly 
designed to protect their interests, is often directed 
against them.

A structural feature of command responsibility in Jammu 
and Kashmir, is that of the Unied Headquarters, which 
obstensibly places the armed forces and Intelligence 
agencies under the supervision of the civil ian 
government. The Unied Headquarters created in the 
early 1990's is headed by the Chief Minister and includes 
as members the Chief Secretary, Director General of 
Police, Inspector General CID, Inspector General 
Jammu/Kashmir, Joint Director RAW, Joint Director IB, 
GOC 15 Corps/GOC 16 Corps, Commanding Ofcers of 
the CISU and NCCIU, Inspector General of CRPF and 
Commanding Ofcer of the G Branch, BSF. The 
researchers led an RTI to the Chief Ministers Secretariat 
for information on the constitution, legal basis, functioning 
and powers of the Unied Headquarters. The only 
information provided was by communication dated 11 
August 2015 from Zonal Police Headquarters Kashmir 
that between 2009 and 2015 there were only 11 meetings 
held. Further, all record prior to 2009 were destroyed in 
oods [presumably the September 2014 oods in Jammu 
and Kashmir]. “Nominated members of various 
security/intelligence/administrative departments” were 
present at these meetings. Lastly, that summary of the 
subject matter of the meetings could not be provided as 
the meetings were about “security concern of State”. All 
evidence [including testimonies in this report that negate 
any real administrative control over the armed forces] 
suggests that this body is merely nominal and has never 
had any effective control whatsoever over the forces. It 
therefore appears to be a body for coordination with no 
effective operational power. This is clearly brought out by 
the fact that this body held only 11 meetings in a 6 year 
period: 2009-2015.

The army has used practices and operating procedures – 
formal or otherwise – in Jammu and Kashmir that 
contravene domestic and international law. But they 
formed, and continue to form, an integral part of army 
practice. This was seen across the studies of Khanabal 
army camp / Islamabad and Tapper army camp / Pattan.

The most invasive practice of the army has been the 
spread of militarization and the occupation of land, a 
phenomenon that feels like an invasion of peoples' lives. 
For example, the High Ground camp in Islamabad 
overlooks the town and is an illegal occupation of the land 
belonging to  100-150 families. No compensation or rent 
has been paid to them. Camps were often designed to 
intrude into peoples' lives—for example, when the RR 
established itself in Yatipora village in the late 1990's, they 
built their camp right in the middle of the village. Local 
residents recollect that this occupied area was once a 
playing eld.

A curious feature of this occupation of land, noticed in the 
two case studies in Islamabad and Pattan, was the 
occupation of properties which once belonged to 
Kashmiri Pandits. The Palhallan army camp, studied 
closely in this report, was created by occupying a cluster 
of predominantly Kashmiri Pandit houses. Therefore for a 
period of 5-6 years the army [and other forces] controlled 
Palhallan and neighboring villages from civilian homes. 
The effect was not only material—the complete 
destruction of the buildings and the trees on the 
property—but also ideological: the villagers of Palhallan 
could not but associate these Pandit houses with the army 
and its violent presence. In the case of Islamabad town 
too, the CRPF and BSF camps, as well as the camps out 
of which government gunmen [Ikhwan mainly] operated, 
were/are all located in what were once Pandit homes and 
temples.

Area domination and forced saturation was used a 
strategy. It was noticed that while initially conned to 
central and more traditional areas [i.e. places occupied by 
the military from 1947 itself], through the 1990's the army 
spread itself to control and dominate more areas. During 
this spread of the army, the BSF and CRPF also began 
operations and numerous camps and bunkers were 
created. 

The intrusion of the army into people's lives goes beyond 
the reality of their constant presence or the way in which 
their actions have also been an assault on the memory of 
shared lives. This report catalogues many of the ways in 
which people have experienced the presence of the 
armed forces as an assault on multiple fronts. Individuals 
and groups have been tortured and violated sexually; 
others have suffered what are understood to be extra-
judicial executions or have simply been caused to 
disappear.
Perhaps the most cynical tactic of the armed forces in 
Jammu and Kashmir has been the use of the people of 
Kashmir against themselves, that is, the turning of 
surrendered or ex-militants against the ongoing armed 
resistance to Indian occupation. The Indian State's use of 
government gunmen – refered to in popular parlance as 
‘Ikhwans’ afetr one such prominent group - detailed in this 
report in both the Islamabad and Pattan related section 
has created social ruptures whose ugly effects are being 
felt even today. On occasion, the State used these 
gunmen and then discarded them when they believed 
their purpose had been achieved. Some of these gunmen 
spoke with the researchers of the report and their 
testimony reveals not just their cynical exploitation by, but 
also their deep disillusionment with, agents of the State. 

Further, they spoke of their inability to move on from their 
history as individuals who served the interests of 
government agencies against their own people. A number 
of these gunmen, particularly in the Pattan area, were 
subsequently killed, either by militants or the armed 
forces themselves. We hold that the Indian State must 
also accept responsibility for these deaths. 

In another particularly destructive, and patently illegal, 
form of violent action, agents of the State also attacked 
the non-combatant families of militants. In the case of 
Palhallan army camp there was overwhelming evidence 
that the armed forces at the camp used these families as 
human shields by forcing them to sleep at the camp. In 
both Islamabad and Pattan there were consistent reports 
of the torture of families of militants. In fact, arrest, 
detention and torture of families were the standard 
operating procedure of the army in their war against 
militants. Further, whether in Pattan or Islamabad, 
collective punishment was used as a tactic to subjugate 
people, particularly if they were thought to be anti-India. In 
Islamabad, entire areas, for example, Cheeni Chowk, 
Malakhnag, Mehman Mohalla, were burnt down. In 
Pattan there were mass and indiscriminate attacks such 
as the army ring on civilians on 1 August 1990 which led 
to numerous deaths in Pattan. Unsurprisingly, these 
incidents are now part of collective memory and are 
spoken of in the same terms as are used for the 1991 
Kunan Poshpora mass rape and torture or the 1993 
Sopore massacre. 

The presence of military camps also reshaped the 
economy of entire areas. Whether through encouraging 
particular kinds of business around the camps, or 
contracts with local businessman, the armed forces 
ensured their dominant presence in the everyday 
economy of Jammu and Kashmir. Such dominance 
allows them to exert a “soft” though highly effective 
pressure to further their ends. The effects of this sort of 
invasion do not form a direct part of this report but crop up 
in the testimonies, particularly in the experience of the 
shopkeepers near the Khanabal army camp. In Jammu 
and Kashmir, business with—and for—the army is also a 
weapon of war.

There is much to be learned even from such an initial 
survey of the forms of violence in Jammu and Kashmir: 
studying the footprint and practices of the military is to 
learn not only about the infrastructure of state violence but 
also about the visceral response of the people who are 
subjugated by this infrastructure. An understanding of 
how the armed forces operate makes it clear that the 
violence superseded [and continues to supersede] any of 
the formal structures – the Judiciary, the Jammu and 
Kashmir police or local administration – whose “normal” 
functioning is meant to demonstrate the success of 
electoral democracy and the end of war. The military 
infrastructure overrides all local systems of governance; 
therefore, to understand the forms of Indian control of 
Jammu and Kashmir, it is imperative to understand the 
myriad ways in which the military dominates civilian life.

Another practice that the case studies illustrate is the 
manner in which the armed forces used aliases in their 
operations. Invariably, they use common Kashmir Muslim 
names when they operate amongst civilians. While not 

illegal per se, this presents a unique challenge for 
researchers, journalists, and activists who wish to detail 
the covert or illegal operations of the State. While the 
army would claim this to be an integral part of counter-
insurgency, there is no doubt that it also allowed for, and 
continues to allow for, criminality with little consequence. 
In a clear attempt to disguise the true perpetrators of 
violence, the operatives of the Indian state hide their 
identities behind local names. 

Methodology

This chapter is based on numerous eld visits to two 
areas, Pattan and Islamabad, where testimonies were 
collected and subsequently analyzed. In addition, every 
effort has been made to acquire ofcial information 
through the ling of numerous RTIs. But, the Government 
of Jammu and Kashmir refused to provide information on 
certain RTI requests. For example, in the specic case 
studies of Islamabad and Pattan, an RTI was led to the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police seeking information on all 
FIRs led in specic, listed police stations in these two 
areas but no information has been provided to date. 

The form of information/stories collated and presented in 
this report have circulated amongst locals and even 
journalists for years now, but this report is the rst attempt 
to systematize such information by interviewing multiple 
sources and correlating their accounts [whenever that is 
feasible.] So the point, in addition to laying out the 
structure of the forces in operation, is to create a database 
of witness testimonies that will not only leave a record for 
the future but which can be mined by any investigative 
bodies. 

The researchers were also confronted with important 
ethical issues in the preparation of this report. In an active 
conict, for us to visit communities and ask pointed 
questions about the causes and effects of violence risked 
repeating some of the coercive interrogation people 
already suffer. Further, those members of these 
communities who have been forced by the armed forces 
into performing acts of surveillance, betrayal or indeed 
violence are compromised by any investigation of 
violence. Researchers feared that their questions would 
prompt an examination of the past that could lead to 
further discord within communities that had been divided 
badly in the past. We therefore worked very hard to ask all 
questions sensitively and have respected the wishes of 
those who wished to speak to us anonymously.

Finally, while cogent and credible evidence is presented in 
this chapter, we hold that there is a need for independent 
and impartial investigations on all allegations and 
evidence presented in this chapter. 

Notes on nomenclature- The government continues to 
use the name Anantnag in all its documents, but people 
who live there [or elsewhere] refuse to call the town 
anything but Islamabad, the traditional and popular name. 
We have therefore decided to use the name Islamabad for 
both the town and the district ofcially known as 
Anantnag. Across interviews in Pattan, the people 
remember and refer to the “Hyderbaig” camp as the 
Brigade/Sector Headquarters. In fact, the Brigade/Sector 
Headquarters was and is [in the case of Sector only] at 
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camps, and the operational impunity of the personnel 
based in them, by limiting itself to specic villages within 
the jurisdiction of these camps. Through extensive eld 
work, surveys and ofcial information, the nature of 
violence, the structure in operation and the stories of the 
people living within the jurisdiction of these camps are 
told. The camps that fall within these two Sector 
Headquarters are shown in Chart No. 7.

Practices and operating procedures

In the decade of the 1990s and after, the massive 
increase in the number of military personnel in Jammu 
and Kashmir was accompanied by the development of so 
many bunkers, camps and restricted zones that it became 
clear that such operational infrastructure was key to 
strategic area domination. Armed camps of varying sizes 
exist everywhere that Kashmiris live, and their 
presence—and the movement of vehicles and soldiers 
from them—is a constant reminder of the power of the 
Indian state. Civilians in these areas are always 
conscious of just how close they are to a military 
apparatus whose aggressive authority, supposedly 
designed to protect their interests, is often directed 
against them.

A structural feature of command responsibility in Jammu 
and Kashmir, is that of the Unied Headquarters, which 
obstensibly places the armed forces and Intelligence 
agencies under the supervision of the civil ian 
government. The Unied Headquarters created in the 
early 1990's is headed by the Chief Minister and includes 
as members the Chief Secretary, Director General of 
Police, Inspector General CID, Inspector General 
Jammu/Kashmir, Joint Director RAW, Joint Director IB, 
GOC 15 Corps/GOC 16 Corps, Commanding Ofcers of 
the CISU and NCCIU, Inspector General of CRPF and 
Commanding Ofcer of the G Branch, BSF. The 
researchers led an RTI to the Chief Ministers Secretariat 
for information on the constitution, legal basis, functioning 
and powers of the Unied Headquarters. The only 
information provided was by communication dated 11 
August 2015 from Zonal Police Headquarters Kashmir 
that between 2009 and 2015 there were only 11 meetings 
held. Further, all record prior to 2009 were destroyed in 
oods [presumably the September 2014 oods in Jammu 
and Kashmir]. “Nominated members of various 
security/intelligence/administrative departments” were 
present at these meetings. Lastly, that summary of the 
subject matter of the meetings could not be provided as 
the meetings were about “security concern of State”. All 
evidence [including testimonies in this report that negate 
any real administrative control over the armed forces] 
suggests that this body is merely nominal and has never 
had any effective control whatsoever over the forces. It 
therefore appears to be a body for coordination with no 
effective operational power. This is clearly brought out by 
the fact that this body held only 11 meetings in a 6 year 
period: 2009-2015.

The army has used practices and operating procedures – 
formal or otherwise – in Jammu and Kashmir that 
contravene domestic and international law. But they 
formed, and continue to form, an integral part of army 
practice. This was seen across the studies of Khanabal 
army camp / Islamabad and Tapper army camp / Pattan.

The most invasive practice of the army has been the 
spread of militarization and the occupation of land, a 
phenomenon that feels like an invasion of peoples' lives. 
For example, the High Ground camp in Islamabad 
overlooks the town and is an illegal occupation of the land 
belonging to  100-150 families. No compensation or rent 
has been paid to them. Camps were often designed to 
intrude into peoples' lives—for example, when the RR 
established itself in Yatipora village in the late 1990's, they 
built their camp right in the middle of the village. Local 
residents recollect that this occupied area was once a 
playing eld.

A curious feature of this occupation of land, noticed in the 
two case studies in Islamabad and Pattan, was the 
occupation of properties which once belonged to 
Kashmiri Pandits. The Palhallan army camp, studied 
closely in this report, was created by occupying a cluster 
of predominantly Kashmiri Pandit houses. Therefore for a 
period of 5-6 years the army [and other forces] controlled 
Palhallan and neighboring villages from civilian homes. 
The effect was not only material—the complete 
destruction of the buildings and the trees on the 
property—but also ideological: the villagers of Palhallan 
could not but associate these Pandit houses with the army 
and its violent presence. In the case of Islamabad town 
too, the CRPF and BSF camps, as well as the camps out 
of which government gunmen [Ikhwan mainly] operated, 
were/are all located in what were once Pandit homes and 
temples.

Area domination and forced saturation was used a 
strategy. It was noticed that while initially conned to 
central and more traditional areas [i.e. places occupied by 
the military from 1947 itself], through the 1990's the army 
spread itself to control and dominate more areas. During 
this spread of the army, the BSF and CRPF also began 
operations and numerous camps and bunkers were 
created. 

The intrusion of the army into people's lives goes beyond 
the reality of their constant presence or the way in which 
their actions have also been an assault on the memory of 
shared lives. This report catalogues many of the ways in 
which people have experienced the presence of the 
armed forces as an assault on multiple fronts. Individuals 
and groups have been tortured and violated sexually; 
others have suffered what are understood to be extra-
judicial executions or have simply been caused to 
disappear.
Perhaps the most cynical tactic of the armed forces in 
Jammu and Kashmir has been the use of the people of 
Kashmir against themselves, that is, the turning of 
surrendered or ex-militants against the ongoing armed 
resistance to Indian occupation. The Indian State's use of 
government gunmen – refered to in popular parlance as 
‘Ikhwans’ afetr one such prominent group - detailed in this 
report in both the Islamabad and Pattan related section 
has created social ruptures whose ugly effects are being 
felt even today. On occasion, the State used these 
gunmen and then discarded them when they believed 
their purpose had been achieved. Some of these gunmen 
spoke with the researchers of the report and their 
testimony reveals not just their cynical exploitation by, but 
also their deep disillusionment with, agents of the State. 

Further, they spoke of their inability to move on from their 
history as individuals who served the interests of 
government agencies against their own people. A number 
of these gunmen, particularly in the Pattan area, were 
subsequently killed, either by militants or the armed 
forces themselves. We hold that the Indian State must 
also accept responsibility for these deaths. 

In another particularly destructive, and patently illegal, 
form of violent action, agents of the State also attacked 
the non-combatant families of militants. In the case of 
Palhallan army camp there was overwhelming evidence 
that the armed forces at the camp used these families as 
human shields by forcing them to sleep at the camp. In 
both Islamabad and Pattan there were consistent reports 
of the torture of families of militants. In fact, arrest, 
detention and torture of families were the standard 
operating procedure of the army in their war against 
militants. Further, whether in Pattan or Islamabad, 
collective punishment was used as a tactic to subjugate 
people, particularly if they were thought to be anti-India. In 
Islamabad, entire areas, for example, Cheeni Chowk, 
Malakhnag, Mehman Mohalla, were burnt down. In 
Pattan there were mass and indiscriminate attacks such 
as the army ring on civilians on 1 August 1990 which led 
to numerous deaths in Pattan. Unsurprisingly, these 
incidents are now part of collective memory and are 
spoken of in the same terms as are used for the 1991 
Kunan Poshpora mass rape and torture or the 1993 
Sopore massacre. 

The presence of military camps also reshaped the 
economy of entire areas. Whether through encouraging 
particular kinds of business around the camps, or 
contracts with local businessman, the armed forces 
ensured their dominant presence in the everyday 
economy of Jammu and Kashmir. Such dominance 
allows them to exert a “soft” though highly effective 
pressure to further their ends. The effects of this sort of 
invasion do not form a direct part of this report but crop up 
in the testimonies, particularly in the experience of the 
shopkeepers near the Khanabal army camp. In Jammu 
and Kashmir, business with—and for—the army is also a 
weapon of war.

There is much to be learned even from such an initial 
survey of the forms of violence in Jammu and Kashmir: 
studying the footprint and practices of the military is to 
learn not only about the infrastructure of state violence but 
also about the visceral response of the people who are 
subjugated by this infrastructure. An understanding of 
how the armed forces operate makes it clear that the 
violence superseded [and continues to supersede] any of 
the formal structures – the Judiciary, the Jammu and 
Kashmir police or local administration – whose “normal” 
functioning is meant to demonstrate the success of 
electoral democracy and the end of war. The military 
infrastructure overrides all local systems of governance; 
therefore, to understand the forms of Indian control of 
Jammu and Kashmir, it is imperative to understand the 
myriad ways in which the military dominates civilian life.

Another practice that the case studies illustrate is the 
manner in which the armed forces used aliases in their 
operations. Invariably, they use common Kashmir Muslim 
names when they operate amongst civilians. While not 

illegal per se, this presents a unique challenge for 
researchers, journalists, and activists who wish to detail 
the covert or illegal operations of the State. While the 
army would claim this to be an integral part of counter-
insurgency, there is no doubt that it also allowed for, and 
continues to allow for, criminality with little consequence. 
In a clear attempt to disguise the true perpetrators of 
violence, the operatives of the Indian state hide their 
identities behind local names. 

Methodology

This chapter is based on numerous eld visits to two 
areas, Pattan and Islamabad, where testimonies were 
collected and subsequently analyzed. In addition, every 
effort has been made to acquire ofcial information 
through the ling of numerous RTIs. But, the Government 
of Jammu and Kashmir refused to provide information on 
certain RTI requests. For example, in the specic case 
studies of Islamabad and Pattan, an RTI was led to the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police seeking information on all 
FIRs led in specic, listed police stations in these two 
areas but no information has been provided to date. 

The form of information/stories collated and presented in 
this report have circulated amongst locals and even 
journalists for years now, but this report is the rst attempt 
to systematize such information by interviewing multiple 
sources and correlating their accounts [whenever that is 
feasible.] So the point, in addition to laying out the 
structure of the forces in operation, is to create a database 
of witness testimonies that will not only leave a record for 
the future but which can be mined by any investigative 
bodies. 

The researchers were also confronted with important 
ethical issues in the preparation of this report. In an active 
conict, for us to visit communities and ask pointed 
questions about the causes and effects of violence risked 
repeating some of the coercive interrogation people 
already suffer. Further, those members of these 
communities who have been forced by the armed forces 
into performing acts of surveillance, betrayal or indeed 
violence are compromised by any investigation of 
violence. Researchers feared that their questions would 
prompt an examination of the past that could lead to 
further discord within communities that had been divided 
badly in the past. We therefore worked very hard to ask all 
questions sensitively and have respected the wishes of 
those who wished to speak to us anonymously.

Finally, while cogent and credible evidence is presented in 
this chapter, we hold that there is a need for independent 
and impartial investigations on all allegations and 
evidence presented in this chapter. 

Notes on nomenclature- The government continues to 
use the name Anantnag in all its documents, but people 
who live there [or elsewhere] refuse to call the town 
anything but Islamabad, the traditional and popular name. 
We have therefore decided to use the name Islamabad for 
both the town and the district ofcially known as 
Anantnag. Across interviews in Pattan, the people 
remember and refer to the “Hyderbaig” camp as the 
Brigade/Sector Headquarters. In fact, the Brigade/Sector 
Headquarters was and is [in the case of Sector only] at 
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Tapper. As both locations are next to one another, 
Hyderbaig has become the popular usage. Except when 
quoting from, or summarizing, witness testimony, we refer 
to the “Tapper” camp.

Various local Pro Government militant groups including 
the Ikhwaan ul Muslimeen and Muslim Mujahideen (MM) 
are generally and collectively referred to in popular 
language as ‘Ikhwan’. When referring to specic groups 
their individual names are used in this report. However 
while quoting from testimonies of witnesses the popular 
term for pro government, that is Ikhwan or Ikhwani is 
used.

Part B: 

Case Study 1: THE KHANABAL CAMP

The present case study analyses the Khanabal army 
camp with a focus on Islamabad town and some of the 
surrounding villages and the perpetration of violence by 
the army, SOG, government gunmen and the CRPF and 
BSF.  

The areas covered by this sub-chapter are: Aangh, Akura, 
Bangi Nowgam, Batengo, Batpora, Brakpora, Bulbul 
Nowgam, Chee, Chicharpora, Dabrun, Dantar, Dialgam, 
Duggpora, Furrah, Guree, Harnag, Islamabad town 
including Khanabal, Kadapora, Kamad, Khandipahi, 
Krungsoo, Larkipora, Matipora, Mattan, Mirgund, 
Monghal, Muniwara , Nandpora, Nathpora, Nowathoo, 
Nunwan, Pushwara, Ruh, Sadoora, Seepan, Shitchan, 
Shoul, Takiya Behramshah, Uranhal.

Testimonies that were recorded, and form the basis of this 
study are reproduced in full at Annexure 1.
 
Khanabal  Army  Camp and other functionaries

The most powerful structure of violence in the above listed 
areas of research is the Khanabal army camp. Today, 
Khanabal army camp [a camp that was in operation 
before 1990], is garrisoned with the troops of 1 RR. 
Khanabal is the Sector Headquarters of Sector 1 of the 
RR and also has one Battalion of Sector 2 stationed there. 
In relation to the operations by various army groups within 
this area, Khanabal army camp is at the apex of the 

12command structure. The following camps  fall within the 
control and command of the Khanabal army camp: 

I Aishmuqam
ii. Dialgam
iii. High Ground [In 1992 this camp was created by 
forcible occupation of land that belonged to 100-150 
civilian families. No compensation or rent has been 
provided. The illegal occupation continues to date. The 
camp, on a plateau, overlooks Islamabad town]. 
iv. Khundroo
v. Larkipora
vi. Methmu-Chittergul
vii. Moominabad

The CRPF and BSF also operate out of numerous camps 
based in Islamabad and surrounding areas with CRPF 

more dominant. The following are the camps they 
operate/d from: 

I A house of an unidentied Pandit next to the 
Saddar Police Station, Islamabad 
ii. Akura Mattan camp, Mattan: This camp may 
have started in1990. The camp presently exists  only 
during the time of Amarnath Yatra.
iii. Andernag Temple, Islamabad town: This camp 
may have started in1990. The camp presently continues. 
to be located here. The Old Exchange building, adjacent 
to Andernag temple, was also made part of this camp. 
This building was vacated in 2007. It is now an abandoned 
building. 
iv. Animal Husbandry ofce, Sarnal: This camp may 
have started from 1994/1995. The camp presently 
continues to be located here. 
v. Camp at petrol pump, Khanabal: This camp may 
have started in1990. The camp presently continues to be 
located here. 
vi. Camp at Wanpoh
vii. Cheeni Chowk, Islamabad town: This camp was 
based in the house of Hridaynath Buhroo, a Kashmiri 
Pandit. Subsequently, the property was sold to a Kashmiri 
Muslim. This camp became operational in the mid-1990s 
until June 2009. Some locals went to burn this camp when 
the forces withdrew so that it would not be used as a camp 
again. But, the persons living in the neighboring houses 
asked them not to do so as their properties would also get 
affected. There is presently no camp at this location. 
viii. Good Eve Hotel, Islamabad: This property was a 
hotel. The camp over here may have started in1990. The 
camp presently continues to be located here. 
ix. GPO, Islamabad town: This camp may have 
started in1990. The camp presently continues to be 
located here. 
x. Gujjar Hostel, Khanabal: controlled by CRPF 
when they occupied it in 1990. This camp continues to 
exist though one of the buildings is now used as a Joint 
Interrogation Centre (JIC) by the police. 
xi. Gurtum Nag temple, Sarnal: This camp may have 
started in1990. The camp presently continues to be 
located here.
xii. Heewan cinema, Ashajipora, Islamabad town: 
This camp may have started in1990. The camp presently 
continues to be located here. 
xiii. Lal Chowk, Islamabad: a building here was 
occupied from around 1990 until 2008. 
xiv. Residence of Late Pyarelal Handoo, a prominent 
Kashmiri Pandit leader, ex-MLA - National Conference, 
Islamabad town: This camp may have started in1990. The 
forces are no longer present in this property, which also no 
longer belongs to the Handoo family. The forces have now 
occupied the Muslim Auqaf property nearby. 
xv. State Bank of India [SBI], Lal Chowk, Islamabad: 
This camp may have started in1990. The camp presently 
continues to be located  here. 

The police structure in Islamabad town and surrounding 
areas  essentially consisted of one main police station 
and four police posts. Saddar police station has been the 
main police structure since 1990. Headed by a Station 
House Ofcer [SHO],the jurisdiction of the police station is 
Mir Dantar, Hanji Dantar, Bangdar, certain parts of 

Islamabad town such as Lal Chowk, Nai Basti etc. It also 
supervises the following posts, each headed by a Duty 
Ofcer. 

i. Police Post Bus Stand, with the jurisdiction of 
Islamabad town: KP road, and interior mohallas of 
Anchidora, SK Colony, Laizbal, Old Qazibagh, New 
Qazibagh, Iqbalabad. In addition, the following villages 
fall under this police post: Anchidora - Anzwala, Aangh, 
Matipora, Azadpora.
ii. Police Post Janglatmandi, with the jurisdiction of 
certain parts of Islamabad town: Sherpora, Janglatmandi, 
Ashajipora, Moominabad. In addition, the following 
villages fall under this police post: Donipawa, Dabruna, 
Bon Dialgam, Her Dialgam, Shichan, Kamad, 
Chicharpora. This came into place around the year 2000 . 
iii. Police Post Khanabal, with the jurisdiction of 
Batapora, Nathpora, Pushwara, Daggapora, Nandpora, 
Sepan, Khanabal Housing Colony, Munawada, 
Behramshah,  Khand ipah i ,  Batengo,  Harnag, 
Shamsipora, Uranhal, Shoul. This came into place in the 
year 2000. 
iv. Police Post Sherbagh, with the jurisdiction of the 
old town area of Islamabad town: Cheeni Chowk, 
Malakhnag, Sher Bagh, Rishipora, Mattan adda, 
Dangarpora, Kadipora, Sarnal, Bakshiabad.

The Joint Interrogation Centre at Khanabal was the site of 
extensive torture, some of which is recounted herein as 
well. In the early 1990s the entire police structure – 
regular police and the SOG were situated at a building 
near the district court. In the late 1990s, the 
Superintendent of Police (SP) Operations of the SOG 
moved to a building near the Khanabal army camp. 
Subsequently, the entire police structure including the 
Deputy Inspector General (DIG), South Kashmir moved 
near the Khanabal army camp.

Outsourcing of counter-insurgency and human 
rights violations

After unsuccessfully  attempting to combat the armed 
militancy using regular forces, the Indian State trained 
and armed private militias which were funded, controlled 
and commanded by army authorities. This report looks 
closely at the functioning of two such armed government 
groups/ factions- the Ikhwan ul Muslimeen (south 
Kashmir) and the Muslim Mujahideen (MM). While both 
the Ikhwan and MM operated in the Islamabad area, Only 
the MM operated in the Pattan area. The History of the 
emergence of both groups is outlined in this section.

The Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen, originated from a militant outt 
which earlier operated in the name of Students Liberation 
Front [SLF] headed by Hilal Baig. Sajad Kanue, who was 
from Islamabad town, was his deputy. SLF was earlier 
considered as the students organization of Jammu 
Kashmir Liberation Front [JKLF]*. Later, Hilal Baig, Sajad 
Kanue and their other associates drifted away from JKLF 
politics and reorganized themselves in the name of 
Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen. It is pertinent to mention that as 
SLF and Ikhwan they are alleged to have carried out 
abductions like that of Nahida Imtiaz, daughter of Ex  

Member of Parl iament, Saifuddin Soz [1991], 
K.Doraiswamy, Chairperson of ONGC [1991], and Vice 
Chancellor of Kashmir University Mushir-ul-Haq and 
others [1990]. They boasted of supplying weapons for the 
1993 Bombay serial bomb blasts. They were also alleged 
to be involved in bank dacoities. Maulana Abbas Ansari of 
the Ittehad-ul-Muslimeen, one of the constituents of All 
Parties Hurriyat Conference, was the political patron of 
the Ikhwan led by Hilal Baig. 

Following the arrest of Sajad Kanue in 1993, Jan 
Mohammad Khan, also from Islamabad town, became 
the South Kashmir commander. His deputy was a person 
named Shabir Badoori. Javed Ahmad Rather was 
Battalion Commander [but he too was subsequently 
arrested]. 

According to testimonies of Ikhwan operatives, Hizbul 
Mujahideen (HM)** was dominant in almost all the areas 
adjoining Islamabad town and had made impossible the 
movement, of members belonging to other militant 
organizations, in these villages. Further, they also claim 
that army and CRPF had increased their area domination 
in Islamabad town which was a stronghold of 
organizations other than HM. Some Ikhwan operatives 
chose to leave Islamabad town for example Liyaqat Ali 
Khan who left for Srinagar. A few Ikhwan members joined 
HM.  

On the other hand the government crackdown against 
militants led to the arrests of Sajad Kanue, Javed Ahmad 
Rather and many others of the Ikhwan. This led to the 
disintegration of the Ikhwan organizational network. 
Consequent to the arrests, some Ikhwan members led by 
Abdul Rashid Wani alias Nannaji, Liyaqat Ali Khan and 
others contacted and brought people together. At this time 
Tahir Fuf [“Stamerrer”] was a Commander, Masrat Bilal 
was a commander at Kulgam, Qazigund and Bashir 
Ahmad Malik, alias Hamid, and Abdul Hamid Rather alias 
Nasir were unit commanders. It is at this stage that the 
Ikhwan [now renamed Ikhwan-ul-Muslimoon – a change 
from Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen] began working for the army. 
However, within a few months Shabir Badoori left Ikhwan 
and joined HM and was subsequently killed in an 
encounter with army. Initially, the Ikhwan propagated the 
idea that they drew upon the army for support only to 
contest the domination of HM and its political patron 
organization Jamaat-e-Islami. 
The story of the emergence of the  MM as an asset in the 
dirty war in Kashmir is different from that of the Ikhwan. 
MM was a breakaway group from HM which at that point 
of time according to  Ahsan Dar founder of HM who later  
founded the splinter group MM, [Testimony no.3] had 
6300 members. Ahsan Dar was the rst Chief of HM. In 
late 1990 when Mohammad Yousuf Shah alias Syed 
Salahuddin was appointed by Jamaat-e-Islami as the 
patron or Supreme Commander of HM was the beginning 
of the conict between Ahsan Dar and HM. In his 
testimony Ahsan Dar also attributes the difference with 
HM as stemming from the domination and interference of 
Jamaat-e-Islami. Yet, in his own testimony, Ahsan Dar 
states that he pushed Jamaat to take a decision vis-à-vis 

* JKLF was the rst indigenous armed group formed in the late 1980s. It declared a unilateral cease re in 1994 and now operates as an independent 
Pro Freedom Political party.
** HM is the largest indegenous armed group operating in Jammu and Kashmir from the 1990s upto the present
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Tapper. As both locations are next to one another, 
Hyderbaig has become the popular usage. Except when 
quoting from, or summarizing, witness testimony, we refer 
to the “Tapper” camp.

Various local Pro Government militant groups including 
the Ikhwaan ul Muslimeen and Muslim Mujahideen (MM) 
are generally and collectively referred to in popular 
language as ‘Ikhwan’. When referring to specic groups 
their individual names are used in this report. However 
while quoting from testimonies of witnesses the popular 
term for pro government, that is Ikhwan or Ikhwani is 
used.

Part B: 

Case Study 1: THE KHANABAL CAMP

The present case study analyses the Khanabal army 
camp with a focus on Islamabad town and some of the 
surrounding villages and the perpetration of violence by 
the army, SOG, government gunmen and the CRPF and 
BSF.  

The areas covered by this sub-chapter are: Aangh, Akura, 
Bangi Nowgam, Batengo, Batpora, Brakpora, Bulbul 
Nowgam, Chee, Chicharpora, Dabrun, Dantar, Dialgam, 
Duggpora, Furrah, Guree, Harnag, Islamabad town 
including Khanabal, Kadapora, Kamad, Khandipahi, 
Krungsoo, Larkipora, Matipora, Mattan, Mirgund, 
Monghal, Muniwara , Nandpora, Nathpora, Nowathoo, 
Nunwan, Pushwara, Ruh, Sadoora, Seepan, Shitchan, 
Shoul, Takiya Behramshah, Uranhal.

Testimonies that were recorded, and form the basis of this 
study are reproduced in full at Annexure 1.
 
Khanabal  Army  Camp and other functionaries

The most powerful structure of violence in the above listed 
areas of research is the Khanabal army camp. Today, 
Khanabal army camp [a camp that was in operation 
before 1990], is garrisoned with the troops of 1 RR. 
Khanabal is the Sector Headquarters of Sector 1 of the 
RR and also has one Battalion of Sector 2 stationed there. 
In relation to the operations by various army groups within 
this area, Khanabal army camp is at the apex of the 

12command structure. The following camps  fall within the 
control and command of the Khanabal army camp: 

I Aishmuqam
ii. Dialgam
iii. High Ground [In 1992 this camp was created by 
forcible occupation of land that belonged to 100-150 
civilian families. No compensation or rent has been 
provided. The illegal occupation continues to date. The 
camp, on a plateau, overlooks Islamabad town]. 
iv. Khundroo
v. Larkipora
vi. Methmu-Chittergul
vii. Moominabad

The CRPF and BSF also operate out of numerous camps 
based in Islamabad and surrounding areas with CRPF 

more dominant. The following are the camps they 
operate/d from: 

I A house of an unidentied Pandit next to the 
Saddar Police Station, Islamabad 
ii. Akura Mattan camp, Mattan: This camp may 
have started in1990. The camp presently exists  only 
during the time of Amarnath Yatra.
iii. Andernag Temple, Islamabad town: This camp 
may have started in1990. The camp presently continues. 
to be located here. The Old Exchange building, adjacent 
to Andernag temple, was also made part of this camp. 
This building was vacated in 2007. It is now an abandoned 
building. 
iv. Animal Husbandry ofce, Sarnal: This camp may 
have started from 1994/1995. The camp presently 
continues to be located here. 
v. Camp at petrol pump, Khanabal: This camp may 
have started in1990. The camp presently continues to be 
located here. 
vi. Camp at Wanpoh
vii. Cheeni Chowk, Islamabad town: This camp was 
based in the house of Hridaynath Buhroo, a Kashmiri 
Pandit. Subsequently, the property was sold to a Kashmiri 
Muslim. This camp became operational in the mid-1990s 
until June 2009. Some locals went to burn this camp when 
the forces withdrew so that it would not be used as a camp 
again. But, the persons living in the neighboring houses 
asked them not to do so as their properties would also get 
affected. There is presently no camp at this location. 
viii. Good Eve Hotel, Islamabad: This property was a 
hotel. The camp over here may have started in1990. The 
camp presently continues to be located here. 
ix. GPO, Islamabad town: This camp may have 
started in1990. The camp presently continues to be 
located here. 
x. Gujjar Hostel, Khanabal: controlled by CRPF 
when they occupied it in 1990. This camp continues to 
exist though one of the buildings is now used as a Joint 
Interrogation Centre (JIC) by the police. 
xi. Gurtum Nag temple, Sarnal: This camp may have 
started in1990. The camp presently continues to be 
located here.
xii. Heewan cinema, Ashajipora, Islamabad town: 
This camp may have started in1990. The camp presently 
continues to be located here. 
xiii. Lal Chowk, Islamabad: a building here was 
occupied from around 1990 until 2008. 
xiv. Residence of Late Pyarelal Handoo, a prominent 
Kashmiri Pandit leader, ex-MLA - National Conference, 
Islamabad town: This camp may have started in1990. The 
forces are no longer present in this property, which also no 
longer belongs to the Handoo family. The forces have now 
occupied the Muslim Auqaf property nearby. 
xv. State Bank of India [SBI], Lal Chowk, Islamabad: 
This camp may have started in1990. The camp presently 
continues to be located  here. 

The police structure in Islamabad town and surrounding 
areas  essentially consisted of one main police station 
and four police posts. Saddar police station has been the 
main police structure since 1990. Headed by a Station 
House Ofcer [SHO],the jurisdiction of the police station is 
Mir Dantar, Hanji Dantar, Bangdar, certain parts of 

Islamabad town such as Lal Chowk, Nai Basti etc. It also 
supervises the following posts, each headed by a Duty 
Ofcer. 

i. Police Post Bus Stand, with the jurisdiction of 
Islamabad town: KP road, and interior mohallas of 
Anchidora, SK Colony, Laizbal, Old Qazibagh, New 
Qazibagh, Iqbalabad. In addition, the following villages 
fall under this police post: Anchidora - Anzwala, Aangh, 
Matipora, Azadpora.
ii. Police Post Janglatmandi, with the jurisdiction of 
certain parts of Islamabad town: Sherpora, Janglatmandi, 
Ashajipora, Moominabad. In addition, the following 
villages fall under this police post: Donipawa, Dabruna, 
Bon Dialgam, Her Dialgam, Shichan, Kamad, 
Chicharpora. This came into place around the year 2000 . 
iii. Police Post Khanabal, with the jurisdiction of 
Batapora, Nathpora, Pushwara, Daggapora, Nandpora, 
Sepan, Khanabal Housing Colony, Munawada, 
Behramshah,  Khand ipah i ,  Batengo,  Harnag, 
Shamsipora, Uranhal, Shoul. This came into place in the 
year 2000. 
iv. Police Post Sherbagh, with the jurisdiction of the 
old town area of Islamabad town: Cheeni Chowk, 
Malakhnag, Sher Bagh, Rishipora, Mattan adda, 
Dangarpora, Kadipora, Sarnal, Bakshiabad.

The Joint Interrogation Centre at Khanabal was the site of 
extensive torture, some of which is recounted herein as 
well. In the early 1990s the entire police structure – 
regular police and the SOG were situated at a building 
near the district court. In the late 1990s, the 
Superintendent of Police (SP) Operations of the SOG 
moved to a building near the Khanabal army camp. 
Subsequently, the entire police structure including the 
Deputy Inspector General (DIG), South Kashmir moved 
near the Khanabal army camp.

Outsourcing of counter-insurgency and human 
rights violations

After unsuccessfully  attempting to combat the armed 
militancy using regular forces, the Indian State trained 
and armed private militias which were funded, controlled 
and commanded by army authorities. This report looks 
closely at the functioning of two such armed government 
groups/ factions- the Ikhwan ul Muslimeen (south 
Kashmir) and the Muslim Mujahideen (MM). While both 
the Ikhwan and MM operated in the Islamabad area, Only 
the MM operated in the Pattan area. The History of the 
emergence of both groups is outlined in this section.

The Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen, originated from a militant outt 
which earlier operated in the name of Students Liberation 
Front [SLF] headed by Hilal Baig. Sajad Kanue, who was 
from Islamabad town, was his deputy. SLF was earlier 
considered as the students organization of Jammu 
Kashmir Liberation Front [JKLF]*. Later, Hilal Baig, Sajad 
Kanue and their other associates drifted away from JKLF 
politics and reorganized themselves in the name of 
Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen. It is pertinent to mention that as 
SLF and Ikhwan they are alleged to have carried out 
abductions like that of Nahida Imtiaz, daughter of Ex  

Member of Parl iament, Saifuddin Soz [1991], 
K.Doraiswamy, Chairperson of ONGC [1991], and Vice 
Chancellor of Kashmir University Mushir-ul-Haq and 
others [1990]. They boasted of supplying weapons for the 
1993 Bombay serial bomb blasts. They were also alleged 
to be involved in bank dacoities. Maulana Abbas Ansari of 
the Ittehad-ul-Muslimeen, one of the constituents of All 
Parties Hurriyat Conference, was the political patron of 
the Ikhwan led by Hilal Baig. 

Following the arrest of Sajad Kanue in 1993, Jan 
Mohammad Khan, also from Islamabad town, became 
the South Kashmir commander. His deputy was a person 
named Shabir Badoori. Javed Ahmad Rather was 
Battalion Commander [but he too was subsequently 
arrested]. 

According to testimonies of Ikhwan operatives, Hizbul 
Mujahideen (HM)** was dominant in almost all the areas 
adjoining Islamabad town and had made impossible the 
movement, of members belonging to other militant 
organizations, in these villages. Further, they also claim 
that army and CRPF had increased their area domination 
in Islamabad town which was a stronghold of 
organizations other than HM. Some Ikhwan operatives 
chose to leave Islamabad town for example Liyaqat Ali 
Khan who left for Srinagar. A few Ikhwan members joined 
HM.  

On the other hand the government crackdown against 
militants led to the arrests of Sajad Kanue, Javed Ahmad 
Rather and many others of the Ikhwan. This led to the 
disintegration of the Ikhwan organizational network. 
Consequent to the arrests, some Ikhwan members led by 
Abdul Rashid Wani alias Nannaji, Liyaqat Ali Khan and 
others contacted and brought people together. At this time 
Tahir Fuf [“Stamerrer”] was a Commander, Masrat Bilal 
was a commander at Kulgam, Qazigund and Bashir 
Ahmad Malik, alias Hamid, and Abdul Hamid Rather alias 
Nasir were unit commanders. It is at this stage that the 
Ikhwan [now renamed Ikhwan-ul-Muslimoon – a change 
from Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen] began working for the army. 
However, within a few months Shabir Badoori left Ikhwan 
and joined HM and was subsequently killed in an 
encounter with army. Initially, the Ikhwan propagated the 
idea that they drew upon the army for support only to 
contest the domination of HM and its political patron 
organization Jamaat-e-Islami. 
The story of the emergence of the  MM as an asset in the 
dirty war in Kashmir is different from that of the Ikhwan. 
MM was a breakaway group from HM which at that point 
of time according to  Ahsan Dar founder of HM who later  
founded the splinter group MM, [Testimony no.3] had 
6300 members. Ahsan Dar was the rst Chief of HM. In 
late 1990 when Mohammad Yousuf Shah alias Syed 
Salahuddin was appointed by Jamaat-e-Islami as the 
patron or Supreme Commander of HM was the beginning 
of the conict between Ahsan Dar and HM. In his 
testimony Ahsan Dar also attributes the difference with 
HM as stemming from the domination and interference of 
Jamaat-e-Islami. Yet, in his own testimony, Ahsan Dar 
states that he pushed Jamaat to take a decision vis-à-vis 

* JKLF was the rst indigenous armed group formed in the late 1980s. It declared a unilateral cease re in 1994 and now operates as an independent 
Pro Freedom Political party.
** HM is the largest indegenous armed group operating in Jammu and Kashmir from the 1990s upto the present
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HM when he announced in July 1990 that HM was the 
military wing of Jamaat-e-Islami. Ahsan Dar in 1992 with 
the support of Bilal Ahmad Siddiqui, an erstwhile 
commander of JKLF, who had been recently released, 
formed a new group called Mujahideen-e-Islam. Later in 
1992, Ahsan Dar and Bilal Siddiqui alongwith other 
colleagues went to Pakistan to formally launch a new 
group with the political patronage of Professor Abdul Gani 
Bhat of Muslim Conference, a constituent of All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference. As a result in January 1993 MM was 
announced from Pakistan. According to the testimony of a 
former MM commander working for army, Fayaz Ahmad 
Bhat alias Tanveer [ Testimony no.6], the initial strength of 
MM was around 350 men. Following his return from 
Pakistan, Ahsan Dar spent few months in Kashmir 
commanding the operations of MM. In December 1993, 
he was arrested at the house of Ghulam Mohiuddin Lone, 
brother of ex-Education Minister Mushtaq Lone [National 
Conference] at Jawahar Nagar, Srinagar. 
As per testimonies of some MM operatives in the Pattan 
area they got in touch with Colonel Vijay Kumar of 
Hyderbaig camp and MM operatives in Islamabad started 
operating with army and police from Shehlipora, Achabal 
led by Ghulam Nabi Azad alias Naba Azad. Only one 
testimony of Fayaz Ahmad Bhat suggests that the MM 
operatives surrendered en masse at Baramulla Police 
Lines before a senior police ofcer P.S. Gill. 
The following are the camps of the government gunmen 
that fell under the control and command of the Khanabal 
army camp, who also at times worked in cooperation with 
police, CRPF and others: 

i. Kadipora camp, Islamabad town: This camp was 
stationed in the house of Chunilal, a Kashmiri Pandit. It is 
presently occupied by SOG and SPOs led by Jehangir 
Khan who was formerly a part of the Ikhwan. The shift 
from government gunmen – Ikhwan - to SOG/SPO took 
place in 2002. 
ii. Janglatmandi camp, Islamabad: This camp was 
stationed in the house of Prem Nath Bhat, a Kashmiri 
Pandit. This camp ceased to exist in 2010. Following the 
withdrawal of the government gunmen - Ikhwan, the SOG 
occupied the camp. In 2010, when all forces left the 
house, some locals attacked the house to ensure that it 
was not turned into a camp again. This property has now 
been purchased by someone else.  
iii. Forest Ofce, DFO, Khanabal: This camp was 
operated by the MM and was commanded by Mohammad 
Sha So. Ghulam Nabi Azad also worked from here. It 
ceased to exist as a camp in the late 1990s. 
iv. Sadoora camp: This Ikhwan camp operated 
under the Larkipora army camp from 1995 to 2003 in the 
house of Mohammad Yousuf Beg. The house was forcibly 
occupied.
v. Guree camp: The camp was situated just on the 
periphery of the Islamabad town, in the vicinity of 
Khanabal army camp. Many operatives of Ikhwan were 
recruited from this village. 
vi. Wanpoh camp: This Ikhwan camp was headed 
by Masrat Bilal and was stationed in the house of Razdan, 
a Kashmiri Pandit. It was in the vicinity of the Khanabal 

army camp.
A feature of the Ikhwan encampments, similar to the 
CRPF/BSF, was that they were based predominantly it 
seems in Kashmiri Pandit houses. Despite this, the locals 
in Islamabad state that Kashmiri Pandit houses were not 
attacked or burnt. For example, in Bakshiabad, there 
were seven Kashmiri Pandit houses. All are safe to date. 
Six of them have been sold. One was damaged in the 
September 2014 oods. Following this damage, a 
representation was given by the Mohalla Committee to 
the Duty Ofcer, Islamabad, Sherbagh, about the 
damage. 

Structure of violence: Command Structure and 
Control
Having understood the position of Khanabal army camp in 
the larger army structure, and the different agencies – 
army, police and para-military, and government militias,  
we now attempt to understand the command and control 
that the Khanabal army camp had over these various 
groups on an everyday basis at a local level.
The Khanabal army camp, a Sector Headquarters of the 
RR, and the Victor Force headquarters at Awantipora are 
the three most important structures of military power in 
South Kashmir. Across conversations and testimonies, it 
was clear that whether it was the Ikhwan, MM, CRPF, BSF 
or Jammu and Kashmir Police [SOG or regular police], it 
was the army and specically the Khanabal army camp 
had the basic control and power. 
Two witnesses, Bashir Ahmad Dada [Testimony no.10] 
and Zafar Salati [Testimony no.8] provide examples that 
hint strongly at the continuous supervision of the area by 
Victor Force Major Generals of RR. 
Bashir Dada states in his testimony that he was forced to 
contest the elections in 1996 [a claim contested by 
Liyaqat Ali Khan, Ikhwan commander, at Testimony no.4]. 
He states that he once told a person named Mohammad 
Yousuf Dar, who was sent by Liyaqat to meet with him, 
that he did not want to contest elections. Liyaqat then told 
him that the only way out was to speak to the “Boss” i.e. 
GOC in Awantipora, General Choudhary [who appears to 
be Major General Shantanu Choudhary]. Bashir Dada 
met him and explained his compulsions. Major General 
Shantanu Choudhary asked him to join but also told him 
that he need not necessarily do so. He also told the 
Ikhwan, including Liyaqat who was also present, not to 
trouble him.
In a separate incident, Bashir Dada states he required the 
intervention of the army, specically a Captain Clifton from 
Victor Force, with regard to assisting Ghulam Mohammad 

13Shakir . Ghulam Mohammad Shakir, was a neighbor and 
teacher of Bashir Dada, who was a prominent and senior 
member of Jamaat-e-Islami. As he was constantly 
harassed by the Ikhwan, he migrated to Srinagar. But, 
then, suffering from cancer, he wished to return home. He 
sought Bashir Dada's help. Bashir Dada states that when 
he approached Liyaqat, he was told that Captain Clifton 
would have to be approached. Captain Clifton agreed and 
Ghulam Mohammad Shakir was allowed to return home. 
He died of cancer within days. 
The complete involvement of the forces in the daily lives of 

13    Incidentally, Liyaqat Ali Khan [Testimony No.4] identies this individual to be Captain Clifton alias Bulbul of 31 CIU [further, in an online article, a 
Major Ashok “Bulbul” Clifton is referred to - http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/the-truth-must-still-be-told/article3516277.ece].
 According to other information available to the researcers, this person is possibly [Lt. Col.] Daniel Viren Clifton (operational name: Dawood ) who was 
rst posted in Kashmir as Captain of the Military Intelligence 15 CISU between Oct 1994 and July 1997. his second posting was as a Major from 
February 2007 to December 2009

civilians, and the power that the army had in all areas, is 
perhaps most starkly brought out in the testimony of 
Bashir Dada on two further occasions: in the release of his 
brother and in the resolution of a dispute he had with 
Ikhwani Seth Gujjar. On the rst occasion, following the 
arrest of his brother by the BSF, Bashir Dada approached 
Liyaqat Ali Khan. Liyaqat took him across to his neighbor, 
J.P. Singh, who was reportedly SP (Operations) of the 
SOG. J.P. Singh in turn called up a person named “Manoj” 
who turned out to be an army ofcer who assisted in the 
release of Bashir Dada's brother. On the second 
occasion, Ikhwani Setha Gujjar misbehaved with certain 
guests of Bashir Dada. Following an argument, with 
Setha Gujjar, in the presence of Liyaqat the police – R.K. 
Jalla and Ashkoor Wani – became involved. The matter 
was nally brought before a Brigadier at the Khanabal 
army camp. Following representations by all present, the 
Brigadier decided the issue in favour of Bashir Dada. This 
theme of army intervention, in resolving disputes between 
Ikhwans, civilians and other agencies including police 
suggests their complete penetration and dominance. This 
is also brought out in the testimony of Zafar Salati, in 
relation to a vehicle that Zafar Salati states that Liyaqat 
had taken from him. The dispute on this occasion was 
solved by Major General Kaushal at Victor Force. 
The above testimony also illustrates that the army – and 
specically Khanabal army camp in this area – had control 
and command, but at the same time was also supervised 
by the Victor Force Headquarters at Awantipora.

Structure, Weapons and Operations: a study of MM, 
Ikhwan and the State
The nature of violence in Islamabad is most obviously 
brought out by the manner in which the army controlled, 
armed, nanced and directed the Ikhwan and MM. While 
the history of both MM and Ikhwan has been detailed 
above, this section spells out further the nature of that 
connection and the supremacy of the army in the area. 
Before considering the testimony of the Ikhwan and MM 
operatives themselves, one may consider the evidence of 
Mohammad Syed Shah [Testimony no.11]. Syed Shah is 
an ex-MLA and brother of Shabir Ahmad Shah, Then chief 
of Peoples League. He states that the Ikhwan was 
sponsored by the army. As one proof of this he points to 
the fact that Tahir Sheikh, previously of the Ikhwan, is 
presently with the Territorial Army. Further, he states that 
whenever anyone was arrested by the Ikhwan, he had to 
seek the assistance of the army for their release. Young 
men detained by Ikhwan were always sent to Khanabal 
army camp. He states that he even saw Mohammad Sha 
So, MM commander, at the army camp which is also 
important evidence to suggest that even if the MM was 
controlled using the police, the army was always, 
ultimately, in command and control. 
Liyaqat Ali Khan, as the then head of the Ikhwan, provides 
important testimony on the control of the army. He states 
that the formation of Ikhwan – end 1994 - and their 
relationship with the army emerged through a meeting 
with a Brigadier at the Khanabal army camp: M.P. Singh. 
For the intial six-eight months, Brigadier M.P. Singh was 
the person they met. An entire system was set up which 
included individual groupings/teams of Ikhwan across 
South Kashmir, reporting to individual camps. But, 
ultimately the entire structure was headed by Liyaqat 
himself and he was in constant contact with the army 
including by having regular meetings. The following 

extract from  the testimony of Liyaqat Ali Khan outlines the 
initial stage and growth of the Ikhwan:
M.P. Singh was the initial contact. Initial six or eight 
months we had contact with him. But then the Ikhwan 
spread like fire. Tral, Pahalgam…various places. Boys 
joined in. They joined from Al-Jehad, JKLF etc. We 
reached a strength of 500 within 6 months. They all were 
working under our command. We also reached Qazigund 
where 2 Sector was, Kulgam had 3 Sector. In the 
beginning no one was sure we would survive.

The control of the army, and Liyaqat's own position, is 
explained by Liyaqat when he states that when he went to 
Victor Force and met the Major General he was told that 
he was like one Sector all by himself. he states that the 
Core Commander referred to him as a “Sector” of the 
army. Liyaqat also got involved in the political process and 
states that for political issues he dealt with a “General 
Dhillon” at XV Corps and subsequently he dealt with a 
“General Kishan Pal”. At Victor Force he dealt with 
“General Shantanu Choudhary”. He was also constantly 
in touch with Home Minister and other government 
functionaries in New Delhi. At its peak, the Ikhwan had 
500 boys involved in its operations. The value of the 
Ikhwan, and indeed Liyaqat himself, for the army is best 
explained in his own words:
What the force got most from us- because we were local 
and knew militants – was that we could connect the army 
to the local people. People became informers. Every day 
we would get 5-6 bits of information. Our manpower was 
too few to handle the information. The biggest benefit 
from us was therefore intelligence gathering. We also 
used to assist the army in operations – again where to go 
and which house to go to was our work. The army itself did 
the actions. We used to route information through 
wireless systems. We also had access to various places. 
As things spread – we also had local commanders in 
different places. There were our boys everywhere. We 
facilitated all this. Boys were communicating with 
individual camps in the area. So we had for example area 
A – we had 5-6 boys. They were given weapons. By then 
we were dealing with the Corp commanders and I did not 
have to be on the ground anymore. By 1996 – I was 
almost in politics. When I used to go to Victor Force – the 
Commander used to say he had four commanders – 1 
sector, 2 sector, 3 sector and Liyaqat.
Liyaqat states that the funding for the Ikhwan came 
through the GOC, XV Corps and specically he names 
General Kishan Pal. He states that initially it was Rs. 3000 
per Ikhwani but later it was brought down to the same level 
as the SPOs. Arms and ammunition were provided by the 
army. On joint operations with the army, there was a ratio 
by which seized weapons/ammunitions were divided 
between the army and Ikhwan. Half to army and half to the 
Ikhwan. No weapons were provided by the army 
separately. Ammunition was regularly provided by the 
army camps. 
Liyaqat conrms the testimony of other witnesses when 
he states that persons like Bushan Lal, Ghulam Nabi CID, 
and Ghulam Rasool Moori were part of his political party 
[Awaami Conference]. But, while others such as Sameer 
Darzi alias Babloo [Testimony no.7] stated that they were 
his advisors, Liyaqat states that he “did not need any 
advisors”. 
Liyaqat also states that the army and Government of India 
had an interest in ensuring that the local administration 
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HM when he announced in July 1990 that HM was the 
military wing of Jamaat-e-Islami. Ahsan Dar in 1992 with 
the support of Bilal Ahmad Siddiqui, an erstwhile 
commander of JKLF, who had been recently released, 
formed a new group called Mujahideen-e-Islam. Later in 
1992, Ahsan Dar and Bilal Siddiqui alongwith other 
colleagues went to Pakistan to formally launch a new 
group with the political patronage of Professor Abdul Gani 
Bhat of Muslim Conference, a constituent of All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference. As a result in January 1993 MM was 
announced from Pakistan. According to the testimony of a 
former MM commander working for army, Fayaz Ahmad 
Bhat alias Tanveer [ Testimony no.6], the initial strength of 
MM was around 350 men. Following his return from 
Pakistan, Ahsan Dar spent few months in Kashmir 
commanding the operations of MM. In December 1993, 
he was arrested at the house of Ghulam Mohiuddin Lone, 
brother of ex-Education Minister Mushtaq Lone [National 
Conference] at Jawahar Nagar, Srinagar. 
As per testimonies of some MM operatives in the Pattan 
area they got in touch with Colonel Vijay Kumar of 
Hyderbaig camp and MM operatives in Islamabad started 
operating with army and police from Shehlipora, Achabal 
led by Ghulam Nabi Azad alias Naba Azad. Only one 
testimony of Fayaz Ahmad Bhat suggests that the MM 
operatives surrendered en masse at Baramulla Police 
Lines before a senior police ofcer P.S. Gill. 
The following are the camps of the government gunmen 
that fell under the control and command of the Khanabal 
army camp, who also at times worked in cooperation with 
police, CRPF and others: 

i. Kadipora camp, Islamabad town: This camp was 
stationed in the house of Chunilal, a Kashmiri Pandit. It is 
presently occupied by SOG and SPOs led by Jehangir 
Khan who was formerly a part of the Ikhwan. The shift 
from government gunmen – Ikhwan - to SOG/SPO took 
place in 2002. 
ii. Janglatmandi camp, Islamabad: This camp was 
stationed in the house of Prem Nath Bhat, a Kashmiri 
Pandit. This camp ceased to exist in 2010. Following the 
withdrawal of the government gunmen - Ikhwan, the SOG 
occupied the camp. In 2010, when all forces left the 
house, some locals attacked the house to ensure that it 
was not turned into a camp again. This property has now 
been purchased by someone else.  
iii. Forest Ofce, DFO, Khanabal: This camp was 
operated by the MM and was commanded by Mohammad 
Sha So. Ghulam Nabi Azad also worked from here. It 
ceased to exist as a camp in the late 1990s. 
iv. Sadoora camp: This Ikhwan camp operated 
under the Larkipora army camp from 1995 to 2003 in the 
house of Mohammad Yousuf Beg. The house was forcibly 
occupied.
v. Guree camp: The camp was situated just on the 
periphery of the Islamabad town, in the vicinity of 
Khanabal army camp. Many operatives of Ikhwan were 
recruited from this village. 
vi. Wanpoh camp: This Ikhwan camp was headed 
by Masrat Bilal and was stationed in the house of Razdan, 
a Kashmiri Pandit. It was in the vicinity of the Khanabal 

army camp.
A feature of the Ikhwan encampments, similar to the 
CRPF/BSF, was that they were based predominantly it 
seems in Kashmiri Pandit houses. Despite this, the locals 
in Islamabad state that Kashmiri Pandit houses were not 
attacked or burnt. For example, in Bakshiabad, there 
were seven Kashmiri Pandit houses. All are safe to date. 
Six of them have been sold. One was damaged in the 
September 2014 oods. Following this damage, a 
representation was given by the Mohalla Committee to 
the Duty Ofcer, Islamabad, Sherbagh, about the 
damage. 

Structure of violence: Command Structure and 
Control
Having understood the position of Khanabal army camp in 
the larger army structure, and the different agencies – 
army, police and para-military, and government militias,  
we now attempt to understand the command and control 
that the Khanabal army camp had over these various 
groups on an everyday basis at a local level.
The Khanabal army camp, a Sector Headquarters of the 
RR, and the Victor Force headquarters at Awantipora are 
the three most important structures of military power in 
South Kashmir. Across conversations and testimonies, it 
was clear that whether it was the Ikhwan, MM, CRPF, BSF 
or Jammu and Kashmir Police [SOG or regular police], it 
was the army and specically the Khanabal army camp 
had the basic control and power. 
Two witnesses, Bashir Ahmad Dada [Testimony no.10] 
and Zafar Salati [Testimony no.8] provide examples that 
hint strongly at the continuous supervision of the area by 
Victor Force Major Generals of RR. 
Bashir Dada states in his testimony that he was forced to 
contest the elections in 1996 [a claim contested by 
Liyaqat Ali Khan, Ikhwan commander, at Testimony no.4]. 
He states that he once told a person named Mohammad 
Yousuf Dar, who was sent by Liyaqat to meet with him, 
that he did not want to contest elections. Liyaqat then told 
him that the only way out was to speak to the “Boss” i.e. 
GOC in Awantipora, General Choudhary [who appears to 
be Major General Shantanu Choudhary]. Bashir Dada 
met him and explained his compulsions. Major General 
Shantanu Choudhary asked him to join but also told him 
that he need not necessarily do so. He also told the 
Ikhwan, including Liyaqat who was also present, not to 
trouble him.
In a separate incident, Bashir Dada states he required the 
intervention of the army, specically a Captain Clifton from 
Victor Force, with regard to assisting Ghulam Mohammad 

13Shakir . Ghulam Mohammad Shakir, was a neighbor and 
teacher of Bashir Dada, who was a prominent and senior 
member of Jamaat-e-Islami. As he was constantly 
harassed by the Ikhwan, he migrated to Srinagar. But, 
then, suffering from cancer, he wished to return home. He 
sought Bashir Dada's help. Bashir Dada states that when 
he approached Liyaqat, he was told that Captain Clifton 
would have to be approached. Captain Clifton agreed and 
Ghulam Mohammad Shakir was allowed to return home. 
He died of cancer within days. 
The complete involvement of the forces in the daily lives of 

13    Incidentally, Liyaqat Ali Khan [Testimony No.4] identies this individual to be Captain Clifton alias Bulbul of 31 CIU [further, in an online article, a 
Major Ashok “Bulbul” Clifton is referred to - http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/the-truth-must-still-be-told/article3516277.ece].
 According to other information available to the researcers, this person is possibly [Lt. Col.] Daniel Viren Clifton (operational name: Dawood ) who was 
rst posted in Kashmir as Captain of the Military Intelligence 15 CISU between Oct 1994 and July 1997. his second posting was as a Major from 
February 2007 to December 2009

civilians, and the power that the army had in all areas, is 
perhaps most starkly brought out in the testimony of 
Bashir Dada on two further occasions: in the release of his 
brother and in the resolution of a dispute he had with 
Ikhwani Seth Gujjar. On the rst occasion, following the 
arrest of his brother by the BSF, Bashir Dada approached 
Liyaqat Ali Khan. Liyaqat took him across to his neighbor, 
J.P. Singh, who was reportedly SP (Operations) of the 
SOG. J.P. Singh in turn called up a person named “Manoj” 
who turned out to be an army ofcer who assisted in the 
release of Bashir Dada's brother. On the second 
occasion, Ikhwani Setha Gujjar misbehaved with certain 
guests of Bashir Dada. Following an argument, with 
Setha Gujjar, in the presence of Liyaqat the police – R.K. 
Jalla and Ashkoor Wani – became involved. The matter 
was nally brought before a Brigadier at the Khanabal 
army camp. Following representations by all present, the 
Brigadier decided the issue in favour of Bashir Dada. This 
theme of army intervention, in resolving disputes between 
Ikhwans, civilians and other agencies including police 
suggests their complete penetration and dominance. This 
is also brought out in the testimony of Zafar Salati, in 
relation to a vehicle that Zafar Salati states that Liyaqat 
had taken from him. The dispute on this occasion was 
solved by Major General Kaushal at Victor Force. 
The above testimony also illustrates that the army – and 
specically Khanabal army camp in this area – had control 
and command, but at the same time was also supervised 
by the Victor Force Headquarters at Awantipora.

Structure, Weapons and Operations: a study of MM, 
Ikhwan and the State
The nature of violence in Islamabad is most obviously 
brought out by the manner in which the army controlled, 
armed, nanced and directed the Ikhwan and MM. While 
the history of both MM and Ikhwan has been detailed 
above, this section spells out further the nature of that 
connection and the supremacy of the army in the area. 
Before considering the testimony of the Ikhwan and MM 
operatives themselves, one may consider the evidence of 
Mohammad Syed Shah [Testimony no.11]. Syed Shah is 
an ex-MLA and brother of Shabir Ahmad Shah, Then chief 
of Peoples League. He states that the Ikhwan was 
sponsored by the army. As one proof of this he points to 
the fact that Tahir Sheikh, previously of the Ikhwan, is 
presently with the Territorial Army. Further, he states that 
whenever anyone was arrested by the Ikhwan, he had to 
seek the assistance of the army for their release. Young 
men detained by Ikhwan were always sent to Khanabal 
army camp. He states that he even saw Mohammad Sha 
So, MM commander, at the army camp which is also 
important evidence to suggest that even if the MM was 
controlled using the police, the army was always, 
ultimately, in command and control. 
Liyaqat Ali Khan, as the then head of the Ikhwan, provides 
important testimony on the control of the army. He states 
that the formation of Ikhwan – end 1994 - and their 
relationship with the army emerged through a meeting 
with a Brigadier at the Khanabal army camp: M.P. Singh. 
For the intial six-eight months, Brigadier M.P. Singh was 
the person they met. An entire system was set up which 
included individual groupings/teams of Ikhwan across 
South Kashmir, reporting to individual camps. But, 
ultimately the entire structure was headed by Liyaqat 
himself and he was in constant contact with the army 
including by having regular meetings. The following 

extract from  the testimony of Liyaqat Ali Khan outlines the 
initial stage and growth of the Ikhwan:
M.P. Singh was the initial contact. Initial six or eight 
months we had contact with him. But then the Ikhwan 
spread like fire. Tral, Pahalgam…various places. Boys 
joined in. They joined from Al-Jehad, JKLF etc. We 
reached a strength of 500 within 6 months. They all were 
working under our command. We also reached Qazigund 
where 2 Sector was, Kulgam had 3 Sector. In the 
beginning no one was sure we would survive.

The control of the army, and Liyaqat's own position, is 
explained by Liyaqat when he states that when he went to 
Victor Force and met the Major General he was told that 
he was like one Sector all by himself. he states that the 
Core Commander referred to him as a “Sector” of the 
army. Liyaqat also got involved in the political process and 
states that for political issues he dealt with a “General 
Dhillon” at XV Corps and subsequently he dealt with a 
“General Kishan Pal”. At Victor Force he dealt with 
“General Shantanu Choudhary”. He was also constantly 
in touch with Home Minister and other government 
functionaries in New Delhi. At its peak, the Ikhwan had 
500 boys involved in its operations. The value of the 
Ikhwan, and indeed Liyaqat himself, for the army is best 
explained in his own words:
What the force got most from us- because we were local 
and knew militants – was that we could connect the army 
to the local people. People became informers. Every day 
we would get 5-6 bits of information. Our manpower was 
too few to handle the information. The biggest benefit 
from us was therefore intelligence gathering. We also 
used to assist the army in operations – again where to go 
and which house to go to was our work. The army itself did 
the actions. We used to route information through 
wireless systems. We also had access to various places. 
As things spread – we also had local commanders in 
different places. There were our boys everywhere. We 
facilitated all this. Boys were communicating with 
individual camps in the area. So we had for example area 
A – we had 5-6 boys. They were given weapons. By then 
we were dealing with the Corp commanders and I did not 
have to be on the ground anymore. By 1996 – I was 
almost in politics. When I used to go to Victor Force – the 
Commander used to say he had four commanders – 1 
sector, 2 sector, 3 sector and Liyaqat.
Liyaqat states that the funding for the Ikhwan came 
through the GOC, XV Corps and specically he names 
General Kishan Pal. He states that initially it was Rs. 3000 
per Ikhwani but later it was brought down to the same level 
as the SPOs. Arms and ammunition were provided by the 
army. On joint operations with the army, there was a ratio 
by which seized weapons/ammunitions were divided 
between the army and Ikhwan. Half to army and half to the 
Ikhwan. No weapons were provided by the army 
separately. Ammunition was regularly provided by the 
army camps. 
Liyaqat conrms the testimony of other witnesses when 
he states that persons like Bushan Lal, Ghulam Nabi CID, 
and Ghulam Rasool Moori were part of his political party 
[Awaami Conference]. But, while others such as Sameer 
Darzi alias Babloo [Testimony no.7] stated that they were 
his advisors, Liyaqat states that he “did not need any 
advisors”. 
Liyaqat also states that the army and Government of India 
had an interest in ensuring that the local administration 
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and the police stand up for themselves and work 
independently. This conrms testimony from various 
sources that the local police was virtually defunct in the 
early 1990s. Yet, what remains interesting is that this 
defunct police was still able to mobilize and direct the MM, 
albeit under army supervision. Liyaqat states that the MM 
was created separately much before Ikhwan but they 
were not as effective and had only 50-60 boys in South 
Kashmir under the leadership of Ghulam Naba Azad. 
They worked with the army as well but mostly with the 
police. Also, Liyaqat states that when the Ikhwan was rst 
formed the army advised them to seek shelter at the MM 
Shehlipora camp. Therefore, the army was ultimately 
overseeing both the MM and Ikhwan. 
The above testimony is corroborated by Bashir Colonel, 
[Testimony no.5]. He states that there were 450 members 
of Ikhwan and they became operational in different areas. 
Groups of 20-30 boys set up camps. They used to patrol 
and collect information and target militants. Further, he 
states, contradicting Liyaqat Ali Khan, that they were 
initially not paid any salary but only provided alcohol and 
ammunition. But, from 1999, until 2003, they were given 
salary of Rs. 2500/3000 per month and commanders 
received Rs. 4500. In 2003, he states that the army took 
back the weapons and isolated them. The specicity with 
which the army and Ikhwan worked out their operations is 
brought out by the extract quoted below where Bashir 
Colonel describes how they protected local sources: 
When sources would give any information from any area, 
Ikhwan with the help of army and SOG used to cordon the 
area and hold crackdowns. From parade grounds we 
used to arrest our sources and beat them in front of locals 
just to avert any disclosure of their identity as informers. 
We used to detain sources for sometime and then would 
release them after getting accurate information about the 
hiding of militants in village. Afterwards the army and 
Ikhwan would cordon the identified place and launch 
encounter operations to kill the militants.
Sameer Darzi, alias Babloo, [Testimony no.7], also with 
the Ikhwan conrms that initially there was no salary for 
the Ikhwan but later they received Rs. 2500 per month. 
The ammunition was received from the army though 
Babloo himself never saw the ammunition being received 
as Tahir and Liyaqat Ali Khan would get it from the 
Khanabal army camp [Babloo states that he himself had 
no access to the Khanabal camp]. 
The connection between MM and the police, including the 
arming and nancing of the MM, is testied to by Fayaz 
Ahmad Bhat alias Tanveer, [Testimony no.6], where he 
states that the MM surrendered to the police and they 
registered their names along with their weapons and 
became involved in counter-insurgency. They established 
a camp at Shehlipora village because MM already had a 
stronghold in the village. All 350 MM boys [this contradicts 
Liyaqat's claim that the MM had limited strength] were 
from the same village and their chief commander was 
Ghulam Nabi Azad. Police returned their weapons and 
gave them ammunition after their ‘surrender’. From 1994 
the police started to provide them a salary as well. 
Persons of general rank were given Rs. 1500/month while 
the commanders and battalion commanders were paid 
4500/month. The money was brought by Ghulam Nabi 
Azad from district police lines Islamabad. Initially, the MM 
worked together with Ikhwan but later there was a 
separation because the Ikhwan was working with multiple 
security agencies whereas MM was intended to mainly 

work with police and SOG only.
On record, but of uncertain value, is a decision of the 
Press Council of India on a complaint made by Sheikh 
Tahir [alias Tahir Fuf] against The Himalayan Mail for 
publishing a story where another person had spoken on 
behalf of the Ikhwan and criticized the government. While 
ultimately the complaint was dismissed for non-
prosecution, Tahir's complaint, which is reproduced below 
from the online decision
 [http://presscouncil.nic.in/OldWebsite/Decisions/agiant_
press/29.htm] is interesting as it makes it very clear that 
the Ikhwan worked for the army:

The complainant vide his letter dated 23rd July 2001 to 
the Editor, The Himalayan Mail stated that Shri Javeed 
Shah, to whom the statement had been credited had 
nothing to do with Ikhwanis, as he was not in any way 
connected with Ikhwani since September, 1996. He 
could at best speak for the NSO which he headed. The 
complainant submitted that Ikhwanis are working with 
Indian Army and have no complaints. They are well 
looked after and they had not chosen to ght militancy 
along with Indian Army since 1994 for any pecuniary 
benets, but out of sheer conviction that enemies of 
peace must be eliminated. Ikhwanis have been 
pursuing this noble goal and in the process some of 
them became martyrs. The complainant alleged that 
the accusing nger against the Ikhwanis was insulting. 
The complainant further stated that he immediately got 
in touch with the correspondent concerned as well as 
the Editor of 'Himalayan Mail' at Jammu-Shri Sneh 
Gupta. Besides, he faxed a letter to the Editor at his 
Jammu ofce on the same day. He had talked to the 
editor and the latter even sent another Srinagar 
correspondent, one Shri Maqbool Veeri alongwith a 
photographer to do a full story on his (the 
complainant's) organisation viz. “J&K. IKHWANI”, but 
neither the letter to the editor nor the promised story 
ever appeared in the respondent newspaper.

Joint Operations
The clearest evidence of the structure of violence in the 
area of study in Islamabad emanates from the witness 
testimony of raids, crackdowns, intimidation and violence. 
Across the cases army personnel and ofcers led the 
police and government gunmen as they collectively 
commiedt crimes of extra-judicial executions, torture, 
enforced disappearances and sexual violence. This is 
most vividly brought out in the testimony of Reyaz Ahmad 
Khan, resident of Islamabad, which is quoted in full below:

Pin Jinn, who was with MM, was my next door neighbor in 
Kadipora. I still live there. This incident happened on 8 
July 1995. I was sleeping in my house. It was early in the 
morning around 5:30 or 6:00 am, and I was in my night 
clothes. My mother had woken early and was praying. My 
grandmother was also alive then, and present in the 
house. There was a knock on the door. Pin Jinn came 
inside. Though he was our neighbor he was very arrogant 
with us. You cannot imagine his arrogance! That morning, 
he entered the house and with no explanation he began 
physically dragging me out. My mother, grandmother, and 
father intervened and asked what mistake I had 
committed to be treated in this way. He said he needed me 
for some work. He did not give me a chance to change my 
clothes, though I managed to put on my jeans. I was 
barefoot. He took me straight to the DFO (District Forest 

Officer) office where the MM had a camp. He took me 
inside and he and others started torturing me. I cannot 
describe the nature of torture. I still shiver as I speak of it. 
He removed all my clothes. I was naked. Then they tied 
both hands and feet, and put a towel on my face. I was 
lying flat on the ground with face up. They began to drop 
water on my head. It was called “Paani Parade.” The only 
thing they kept telling me was, “You have five pouches 
and five guns – give them to us.” I said I was a student, 
studying in Degree College Islamabad. I was in the 
second year. They said, “You have a dump in your orchard 
in Achabal.” I told them “If you know this already, why 
torture me? You can go and get it.” After the Paani Parade, 
they took a broken plastic bucket and burnt it. They let the 
drops melt off it on my back. I had no weapons then. If I 
had, I would have revealed it to them. Then, they threw 
water on me. They cut chillis and threw them on my face. 
After that they put me outside in the sunshine. At this 
point, I abused them to their face because I wished they 
would kill me rather than face the torture and humiliation. 
Then they got a beer bottle. They inserted the neck of the 
bottle into my rectum. After this happened, in desperation 
I said I would show them the hidden weapons. I said they 
were hidden in our orchard in Achabal. They took me to 
our orchard in Achabal. There was no fencing there then. 
One of my dogs was tied there in our orchard. I was 
handcuffed from behind. I was barefoot and was bleeding 
because of the torture. I was not sure what to do once we 
had arrived, as there were no hidden weapons. I took 
them to a rocky part of the grounds which would take a 
long time to dig. They started digging. We had employed 
two Chowkidars (guards) on the land, and I said I would 
get my chowkidars to dig the pit where the weapons were 
buried. I told them to sit down and said I will call my 
workers and they will help to do it. One of the gunmen 
came with me to the house to fetch the workers. He had a 
gun with him. As I entered the steps to the house he told 
me to run and flee. I said “I am not a thief. If you want to kill 
me, you can do so” But then, I thought maybe I should run. 
My worker was called Qasim Khar – alias Qasim Kak. I 
called out for my worker, but at the same time I twisted the 
gunman's head and kicked him with my leg on his chest. I 
grabbed his gun. I tried to shoot but I could not fire. I threw 
the gun on the wall and started to run. I ran through my 
neighbor's orchard. I reached a quarry. I fell maybe some 
100 feet. I don't know how I survived. I reached the road 
somehow, but the others had reached the road too and 
started firing. But I didn't stop running. I reached up to the 
Agricultural Office and there I collapsed. I was not hit. I 
wasn't sure why I fell. Two gypsies, one ambassador car 
and one Maruti car arrived. Even the gunman I had hit 
earlier came there. His name was Master. I was flat on the 
ground. Master came up to me– he fired at my nose 
directly. The bullet missed— went by just one inch away 
from my nose. He picked me up. They bought me back 
and beat me to pulp, with sticks and their guns. I told them 
that I had one gun in my house. I thought that this way I 
could return home and see my family for the last time. 
They said, “What if it's not there?” I said, “Then, you can 
kill me there.” We drove back. Near police station, Naba 
Azad – their head based at the Shehlipora MM 
Headquarters, was there along with police. He told Pin 
Jinn – “Tiger him!” This meant “kill him”. They took me 
home. Pin Jinn took me to my room on the ground floor. 
He held on to the almirah and brought it down. He asked, 
“Where is it?” I said “What?” He said, “You said you would 

give us a gun.” I abused him and said “What gun? If you 
want to kill me, go ahead.” He told my dad, “Give me one 
lakh and you can take him.” My father said “So many have 
died, if he has to live, he will. Go ahead and kill him if you 
want.” He brought me out of the house. His mother and 
sister came out from their house. They told him, “We have 
to live here. What are you doing?” He fired at his sister-- in 
her direction, but not directly at her. Then they took me to 
the Shehlipora HQ. 
Captain Chauhan, of Sector 1, arrived there. He told the 
gunmen, “You are chutiyas – you can't manage to break 
even small kids. Give him to me.”He picked me up and 
took me to Khanabal Camp. They started interrogations. 
They tied a wire to my penis. One wire was attached 
outside and one inside. Then they turned on the battery. 
One soldier came with a warfare knife, cut open my hand, 
put chilli on the cut and then bandaged it. The 
interrogation lasted from 6 pm to 2 am. There was one 
army man, who was kind to me, he said, “He is such a 
small boy.” He asked me if I wanted water. He told me I 
was very strong. I thought if I said I want water they may 
think I can withstand more torture. He himself put some 
water in my mouth without waiting for my reply. Chauhan 
wasn't there when this happened. But, otherwise 
Chauhan was the one who was asking me questions, He 
was there continuously except for a one hour break. The 
gunmen called him “Chauhan saab” and that's why I knew 
his name. After the interrogation, they picked me up by my 
feet and hands and threw me in a truck, at 2 am. They took 
me back to the MM HQ. They threw me in a room. One boy 
asked me whether I wanted to anything to eat. It was a 
scheduled caste boy and he asked whether I could eat. 
He gave me a Brufen tablet, Cavander cigarette, and 
some food. It was not yet morning. At around 4:30/5 am– 
they picked me up, took me outside, and stripped me 
naked. They picked me up by tied hands. There was a 
pulley system from which I was suspended. I was 
screaming. Pin Jinn said “Why are you talking to god? Talk 
to Pin Jinn.” I said “Saale, let me go for a minute and even 
in my present condition I will kill you.” I wanted him to kill 
me. They kept hanging me, and leaving me there, then 
returning, removing me and hanging me up again. I was 
alone and screaming. The mohallawallein, (local 
residents of the area) also probably could not have eaten 
because of my screams. Around 9/9:30 am they finally 
returned and brought me down. 
Then a DSP (Deputy Superintendent of Police) Singh 
from JIC arrived looking for me. He came asking for me by 
name. Earlier Pin Jinn came to me and said if anyone asks 
for me, I should deny my identity and say I am not so and 
so. But they didn't even come directly to me. They asked 
Pin Jinn. At that time “Rajiv Gandhi”, a militant, was 
wanted. Pin Jinn lied and said, “This is Rajiv Gandhi.” But 
then they clarified who I really was. They took me to the 
JIC. Singh was present in the room. SI Ramesh, SI 
Rashid and SI Mukesh beat me with sticks. I was given the 
roller treatment. They hung me upside down. I learnt that 
the information against me was that Nayeem was caught 
in Delhi and had said that Tariq Rawloo had told him that 
“a dump” was with me. Within 12 hours they then took me 
back to the MM HQ and handed me back to MM. Naba 
Azad came. He said “Why haven't you killed him yet?” 
They said army and then police came and took him away. 
Azad said “I will talk to them myself. You go ahead and kill 
him.” It was 7:30 in the evening. They tied me to a chair. 
People threw tea at me and burnt me with cigarettes. Now 
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and the police stand up for themselves and work 
independently. This conrms testimony from various 
sources that the local police was virtually defunct in the 
early 1990s. Yet, what remains interesting is that this 
defunct police was still able to mobilize and direct the MM, 
albeit under army supervision. Liyaqat states that the MM 
was created separately much before Ikhwan but they 
were not as effective and had only 50-60 boys in South 
Kashmir under the leadership of Ghulam Naba Azad. 
They worked with the army as well but mostly with the 
police. Also, Liyaqat states that when the Ikhwan was rst 
formed the army advised them to seek shelter at the MM 
Shehlipora camp. Therefore, the army was ultimately 
overseeing both the MM and Ikhwan. 
The above testimony is corroborated by Bashir Colonel, 
[Testimony no.5]. He states that there were 450 members 
of Ikhwan and they became operational in different areas. 
Groups of 20-30 boys set up camps. They used to patrol 
and collect information and target militants. Further, he 
states, contradicting Liyaqat Ali Khan, that they were 
initially not paid any salary but only provided alcohol and 
ammunition. But, from 1999, until 2003, they were given 
salary of Rs. 2500/3000 per month and commanders 
received Rs. 4500. In 2003, he states that the army took 
back the weapons and isolated them. The specicity with 
which the army and Ikhwan worked out their operations is 
brought out by the extract quoted below where Bashir 
Colonel describes how they protected local sources: 
When sources would give any information from any area, 
Ikhwan with the help of army and SOG used to cordon the 
area and hold crackdowns. From parade grounds we 
used to arrest our sources and beat them in front of locals 
just to avert any disclosure of their identity as informers. 
We used to detain sources for sometime and then would 
release them after getting accurate information about the 
hiding of militants in village. Afterwards the army and 
Ikhwan would cordon the identified place and launch 
encounter operations to kill the militants.
Sameer Darzi, alias Babloo, [Testimony no.7], also with 
the Ikhwan conrms that initially there was no salary for 
the Ikhwan but later they received Rs. 2500 per month. 
The ammunition was received from the army though 
Babloo himself never saw the ammunition being received 
as Tahir and Liyaqat Ali Khan would get it from the 
Khanabal army camp [Babloo states that he himself had 
no access to the Khanabal camp]. 
The connection between MM and the police, including the 
arming and nancing of the MM, is testied to by Fayaz 
Ahmad Bhat alias Tanveer, [Testimony no.6], where he 
states that the MM surrendered to the police and they 
registered their names along with their weapons and 
became involved in counter-insurgency. They established 
a camp at Shehlipora village because MM already had a 
stronghold in the village. All 350 MM boys [this contradicts 
Liyaqat's claim that the MM had limited strength] were 
from the same village and their chief commander was 
Ghulam Nabi Azad. Police returned their weapons and 
gave them ammunition after their ‘surrender’. From 1994 
the police started to provide them a salary as well. 
Persons of general rank were given Rs. 1500/month while 
the commanders and battalion commanders were paid 
4500/month. The money was brought by Ghulam Nabi 
Azad from district police lines Islamabad. Initially, the MM 
worked together with Ikhwan but later there was a 
separation because the Ikhwan was working with multiple 
security agencies whereas MM was intended to mainly 

work with police and SOG only.
On record, but of uncertain value, is a decision of the 
Press Council of India on a complaint made by Sheikh 
Tahir [alias Tahir Fuf] against The Himalayan Mail for 
publishing a story where another person had spoken on 
behalf of the Ikhwan and criticized the government. While 
ultimately the complaint was dismissed for non-
prosecution, Tahir's complaint, which is reproduced below 
from the online decision
 [http://presscouncil.nic.in/OldWebsite/Decisions/agiant_
press/29.htm] is interesting as it makes it very clear that 
the Ikhwan worked for the army:

The complainant vide his letter dated 23rd July 2001 to 
the Editor, The Himalayan Mail stated that Shri Javeed 
Shah, to whom the statement had been credited had 
nothing to do with Ikhwanis, as he was not in any way 
connected with Ikhwani since September, 1996. He 
could at best speak for the NSO which he headed. The 
complainant submitted that Ikhwanis are working with 
Indian Army and have no complaints. They are well 
looked after and they had not chosen to ght militancy 
along with Indian Army since 1994 for any pecuniary 
benets, but out of sheer conviction that enemies of 
peace must be eliminated. Ikhwanis have been 
pursuing this noble goal and in the process some of 
them became martyrs. The complainant alleged that 
the accusing nger against the Ikhwanis was insulting. 
The complainant further stated that he immediately got 
in touch with the correspondent concerned as well as 
the Editor of 'Himalayan Mail' at Jammu-Shri Sneh 
Gupta. Besides, he faxed a letter to the Editor at his 
Jammu ofce on the same day. He had talked to the 
editor and the latter even sent another Srinagar 
correspondent, one Shri Maqbool Veeri alongwith a 
photographer to do a full story on his (the 
complainant's) organisation viz. “J&K. IKHWANI”, but 
neither the letter to the editor nor the promised story 
ever appeared in the respondent newspaper.

Joint Operations
The clearest evidence of the structure of violence in the 
area of study in Islamabad emanates from the witness 
testimony of raids, crackdowns, intimidation and violence. 
Across the cases army personnel and ofcers led the 
police and government gunmen as they collectively 
commiedt crimes of extra-judicial executions, torture, 
enforced disappearances and sexual violence. This is 
most vividly brought out in the testimony of Reyaz Ahmad 
Khan, resident of Islamabad, which is quoted in full below:

Pin Jinn, who was with MM, was my next door neighbor in 
Kadipora. I still live there. This incident happened on 8 
July 1995. I was sleeping in my house. It was early in the 
morning around 5:30 or 6:00 am, and I was in my night 
clothes. My mother had woken early and was praying. My 
grandmother was also alive then, and present in the 
house. There was a knock on the door. Pin Jinn came 
inside. Though he was our neighbor he was very arrogant 
with us. You cannot imagine his arrogance! That morning, 
he entered the house and with no explanation he began 
physically dragging me out. My mother, grandmother, and 
father intervened and asked what mistake I had 
committed to be treated in this way. He said he needed me 
for some work. He did not give me a chance to change my 
clothes, though I managed to put on my jeans. I was 
barefoot. He took me straight to the DFO (District Forest 

Officer) office where the MM had a camp. He took me 
inside and he and others started torturing me. I cannot 
describe the nature of torture. I still shiver as I speak of it. 
He removed all my clothes. I was naked. Then they tied 
both hands and feet, and put a towel on my face. I was 
lying flat on the ground with face up. They began to drop 
water on my head. It was called “Paani Parade.” The only 
thing they kept telling me was, “You have five pouches 
and five guns – give them to us.” I said I was a student, 
studying in Degree College Islamabad. I was in the 
second year. They said, “You have a dump in your orchard 
in Achabal.” I told them “If you know this already, why 
torture me? You can go and get it.” After the Paani Parade, 
they took a broken plastic bucket and burnt it. They let the 
drops melt off it on my back. I had no weapons then. If I 
had, I would have revealed it to them. Then, they threw 
water on me. They cut chillis and threw them on my face. 
After that they put me outside in the sunshine. At this 
point, I abused them to their face because I wished they 
would kill me rather than face the torture and humiliation. 
Then they got a beer bottle. They inserted the neck of the 
bottle into my rectum. After this happened, in desperation 
I said I would show them the hidden weapons. I said they 
were hidden in our orchard in Achabal. They took me to 
our orchard in Achabal. There was no fencing there then. 
One of my dogs was tied there in our orchard. I was 
handcuffed from behind. I was barefoot and was bleeding 
because of the torture. I was not sure what to do once we 
had arrived, as there were no hidden weapons. I took 
them to a rocky part of the grounds which would take a 
long time to dig. They started digging. We had employed 
two Chowkidars (guards) on the land, and I said I would 
get my chowkidars to dig the pit where the weapons were 
buried. I told them to sit down and said I will call my 
workers and they will help to do it. One of the gunmen 
came with me to the house to fetch the workers. He had a 
gun with him. As I entered the steps to the house he told 
me to run and flee. I said “I am not a thief. If you want to kill 
me, you can do so” But then, I thought maybe I should run. 
My worker was called Qasim Khar – alias Qasim Kak. I 
called out for my worker, but at the same time I twisted the 
gunman's head and kicked him with my leg on his chest. I 
grabbed his gun. I tried to shoot but I could not fire. I threw 
the gun on the wall and started to run. I ran through my 
neighbor's orchard. I reached a quarry. I fell maybe some 
100 feet. I don't know how I survived. I reached the road 
somehow, but the others had reached the road too and 
started firing. But I didn't stop running. I reached up to the 
Agricultural Office and there I collapsed. I was not hit. I 
wasn't sure why I fell. Two gypsies, one ambassador car 
and one Maruti car arrived. Even the gunman I had hit 
earlier came there. His name was Master. I was flat on the 
ground. Master came up to me– he fired at my nose 
directly. The bullet missed— went by just one inch away 
from my nose. He picked me up. They bought me back 
and beat me to pulp, with sticks and their guns. I told them 
that I had one gun in my house. I thought that this way I 
could return home and see my family for the last time. 
They said, “What if it's not there?” I said, “Then, you can 
kill me there.” We drove back. Near police station, Naba 
Azad – their head based at the Shehlipora MM 
Headquarters, was there along with police. He told Pin 
Jinn – “Tiger him!” This meant “kill him”. They took me 
home. Pin Jinn took me to my room on the ground floor. 
He held on to the almirah and brought it down. He asked, 
“Where is it?” I said “What?” He said, “You said you would 

give us a gun.” I abused him and said “What gun? If you 
want to kill me, go ahead.” He told my dad, “Give me one 
lakh and you can take him.” My father said “So many have 
died, if he has to live, he will. Go ahead and kill him if you 
want.” He brought me out of the house. His mother and 
sister came out from their house. They told him, “We have 
to live here. What are you doing?” He fired at his sister-- in 
her direction, but not directly at her. Then they took me to 
the Shehlipora HQ. 
Captain Chauhan, of Sector 1, arrived there. He told the 
gunmen, “You are chutiyas – you can't manage to break 
even small kids. Give him to me.”He picked me up and 
took me to Khanabal Camp. They started interrogations. 
They tied a wire to my penis. One wire was attached 
outside and one inside. Then they turned on the battery. 
One soldier came with a warfare knife, cut open my hand, 
put chilli on the cut and then bandaged it. The 
interrogation lasted from 6 pm to 2 am. There was one 
army man, who was kind to me, he said, “He is such a 
small boy.” He asked me if I wanted water. He told me I 
was very strong. I thought if I said I want water they may 
think I can withstand more torture. He himself put some 
water in my mouth without waiting for my reply. Chauhan 
wasn't there when this happened. But, otherwise 
Chauhan was the one who was asking me questions, He 
was there continuously except for a one hour break. The 
gunmen called him “Chauhan saab” and that's why I knew 
his name. After the interrogation, they picked me up by my 
feet and hands and threw me in a truck, at 2 am. They took 
me back to the MM HQ. They threw me in a room. One boy 
asked me whether I wanted to anything to eat. It was a 
scheduled caste boy and he asked whether I could eat. 
He gave me a Brufen tablet, Cavander cigarette, and 
some food. It was not yet morning. At around 4:30/5 am– 
they picked me up, took me outside, and stripped me 
naked. They picked me up by tied hands. There was a 
pulley system from which I was suspended. I was 
screaming. Pin Jinn said “Why are you talking to god? Talk 
to Pin Jinn.” I said “Saale, let me go for a minute and even 
in my present condition I will kill you.” I wanted him to kill 
me. They kept hanging me, and leaving me there, then 
returning, removing me and hanging me up again. I was 
alone and screaming. The mohallawallein, (local 
residents of the area) also probably could not have eaten 
because of my screams. Around 9/9:30 am they finally 
returned and brought me down. 
Then a DSP (Deputy Superintendent of Police) Singh 
from JIC arrived looking for me. He came asking for me by 
name. Earlier Pin Jinn came to me and said if anyone asks 
for me, I should deny my identity and say I am not so and 
so. But they didn't even come directly to me. They asked 
Pin Jinn. At that time “Rajiv Gandhi”, a militant, was 
wanted. Pin Jinn lied and said, “This is Rajiv Gandhi.” But 
then they clarified who I really was. They took me to the 
JIC. Singh was present in the room. SI Ramesh, SI 
Rashid and SI Mukesh beat me with sticks. I was given the 
roller treatment. They hung me upside down. I learnt that 
the information against me was that Nayeem was caught 
in Delhi and had said that Tariq Rawloo had told him that 
“a dump” was with me. Within 12 hours they then took me 
back to the MM HQ and handed me back to MM. Naba 
Azad came. He said “Why haven't you killed him yet?” 
They said army and then police came and took him away. 
Azad said “I will talk to them myself. You go ahead and kill 
him.” It was 7:30 in the evening. They tied me to a chair. 
People threw tea at me and burnt me with cigarettes. Now 
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all this seemed normal. SP Operations arrived by a 
vehicle. He was a Hindu. He came inside. I know it was SP 
Ops., because the SP District normally wouldn't interfere. 
He got down. He came inside. Pin Jinn was just yards 
away. He asked for me. Pin Jinn tried to dodge the 
question because of what Azad had ordered. The SP 
Operations threatened him, “I will kill you, I have pressure 
on me about this boy. Even from the Governor.” My uncle 
was an ex-minister, a cabinet minister in Sheikh 
Abdullah's government. His name was Mohammad 
Ashraf Khan. He had gone straightaway to the Governor’s 
house and complained there, when he heard that I had 
been picked up. The SP picked me up and took me to the 
District police headquarters. There was no more beating. I 
was given food. At around 8/8:30pm I was handed over to 
my family. I went to Srinagar, got treated and then fled to 
Bangalore.

The above testimony shows both how the forces operated 
together and the superiority of the army – as brought out 
by the actions of Captain Chauhan. While the joint 
operations are a feature of numerous testimonies, and 
there is testimony that the army had effective control, not 
all actions of the forces can be explained. For example, 
Ashiq Hussain Narchoor [Testimony no.15] recounts his 
torture and how he was transferred from SOG custody to 
army custody for a day, only to be returned to the SOG. 
The purpose of this transfer is not known to the victim as 
he narrates :

In 2004, I was picked by SOG and RR of Khanabal camp, 
42nd battalion. Sub-Inspector Rashid, DSP Operations 
Harmeet Singh, Kaka Battaa (two star), and SHO Shabir 
were involved. All four were part of SOG. SOG along with 
the army cordoned our house. The above named four 
SOG personnel entered our house and along with a few 
other SOG personnel took me in a Rakshak Jeep to JIC, 
Khanabal. The army personnel remained outside. Kaka 
Battaa had also beaten up a student from Kashmir 
University in 2007 at JIC Humhama/Cargo.
Others detained at the time were: Suhail Rashid Din, son 
of Abdul Rashid Din, resident of Mattan [he was with HM], 
Ashiq Hussain Boda [he was with HM], Altaf Hussain 
Mujkhal, son of Ghulam Hassan Mujkhal [he was with 
HM], Ghulam Rasool Najar [he was with HM], Manzoor 
Ahmad Bhat [he was with HM], Mukhtar Ahmad Waza [he 
was with HM].
At the JIC, I was tortured; I was hung upside down and 
was beaten on my back. My legs were stretched and a 
wooden roller was rolled on my legs. S.I Rashid removed 
my toe nails. Ramesh (one star) another SOG personnel 
was rolling the roller on my legs. I came to know about the 
names of these officers in the JIC. After 8-9 days in the JIC 
I was taken to the Khanabal Camp. There I was kept in the 
torture cell. I was tortured there as well. Methods used 
included putting my head under water and rolling on my 
legs by army personnel. I did not come to know about the 
names of any army personnel. Once in the camp,[SP 
Islamabad] Ashiq Bukhari came and asked me to produce 
weapons. He also beat me himself. The allegation against 
me was that I was a militant and used to associate with 
other militants, namely Ghulam Rasool Wagay alias Kach 
Gour and with Babar, a Pakistani militant. Ashiq Bukhari 
told me that they had information I used to associate with 
these militants. Ghulam Rasool Wagay [militant] was my 
neighbor. I didn't have connection with the militancy but as 

he was our neighbor, we were on good terms. In the 
Khanabal camp I was kept for one day only and on the 
same evening I was brought back to JIC at about 07:00 
pm. In the JIC I was detained for 18 days and then I was 
taken to Kot Bhalwal prison, Jammu.

The above testimony is particularly striking as it counters 
any suggestion that the police are unaware of army 
actions in their camp or vice versa. There is clearly close 
coordination – including in the transfer of detainees from 
police control to army control and back. This is also true 
with regard to the operations carried out by Ikhwan and 
the army. Across testimonies the army and Ikhwan 
operate together – in raids, crackdowns,(search and 
cordon operations), and in encounters. Bashir Ahmad 
Misgar [Testimony no.22] in one succinct para provides 
evidence across all these scenarios:

Whenever I try to count the number of times I was 
tortured, I almost lose count, but it was almost twenty 
times by Ikhwanis, Army, and SOG. My father and I were 
even tortured at our own house by a joint party of Ikhwan 
and Army from Khanabal camp. Finally we left our home 
and migrated to Pulwama where we rented a house and 
lived there for almost two years. A year after we had left 
our house, it was blasted by a joint party of Ikhwan and 
Army. Two months later my brother Tariq Ahmad was 
martyred in an encounter on 2 December 1997. In this 
encounter an Ikhwani, Fayaz Ahmad Pushu was also 
injured. After that our entire family came back from 
Pulwama and we lived with my uncle's family for one year.

Abdul Majeed Zargar [Testimony no.29] also testies to 
the Ikhwan, army and police being involved in a joint 
operation:

In September 2005, army of 3 RR Khanabal camp 
Headquarters cordoned the area around my house at 
about 05:30 am. Army was informed by Ikhwani Tahir Fuf 
that there are some militants in my house. The army first 
sent local residents of the locality to my house, to tell the 
family to get out of the house and assemble in the 
compound. After the household people went out from the 
house, army along with Tahir Fuf entered the house. Tahir 
Fuf searched all the rooms himself. He asked my wife 
about the militants. My wife replied saying that there were 
no militants in the house. Army and Tahir Fuf broke 
windows and doors of my house and threw the bedding 
outside in the compound. He also cut the landline 
connection and electricity line to the house. Then the 
army  took me to JIC Khanabal. 
On the same night the army came again to my house and 
asked about my son namely Showkat Zarger. Showkat 
worked as a guard in a park, and on that night he was on 
duty. Army somehow came to know about this and he too 
was picked by the army from the park and taken to JIC 
Khanabal. 
At JIC, both of us were tortured by a policeman called 
Kaka Battaa in the camp. We were hung upside down and 
were beaten there. Showkat was released after a few 
days whereas I was shifted to Mattan police station for 15 
days after four days in JIC, and then to Central Jail 
Srinagar. From Central Jail I was taken to the Islamabad 
court and booked under PSA. Then I was shifted to Kot 
Bhalwal and was kept there for one year. Finally I was 
released a year later.

Repeated victimization
A standard procedure for the armed forces appears to be 
the repeated victimization of individuals. Whether for their 
political views, or their association/afliation with certain 
groups (especially Jamat E Islaami) or simplytheir refusal 
to work for the system, the repeated victimization of 
individuals was particularly striking in Islamabad. Two 
testimonies, reproduced in full below, exhibit the repetitive 
and targeted nature of the violence.
The rst testimony is that of Atif Hassan Sheikh 
[Testimony no.35] whose experience of torture dates back 
to 2006, and continues to date.

On 02 June 2006, there were protests by people of 
Islamabad town. I was a college student then. I was 
leading the protest procession. When the procession 
reached Khanabal, twenty four boys were arrested by 
Police Station Islamabad. Liyaqat was the SHO at the 
time. While 23 of the arrested boys were released on the 
same day I was kept in custody for 22 days without any 
FIR being filed. Finally I was released on 24 June. 
In 2006, Yasin Malik started the campaign of Safar-e-
Azaadi. I was arrested again on the next day of the 
procession. I was arrested from my house by personnel 
from Islamabad Police Station and kept in custody for 7-8 
days. After that I was under the constant surveillance of 
CID and also repeatedly called by police to appear before 
them in the Police Station. This continued till 2008. 
Whenever there would be any shut down call or any 
procession by pro-freedom parties I would be arrested for 
that day.
On 25 August 2008, there was the call for Lal Chowk, 
Srinagar Chalo. On that day, at about 02:30 am army and 
SOG raided my house. Tahir who was then working with 
Territorial Army was also with them. They knocked the 
door, and when I came to open the door someone either 
from the SOG or army grabbed me by my hair and 
dragged me out. Tahir threatened me saying that he will 
not let me live this time. My father didn't allow the army 
and SOG personnel to take me away. Tahir Fuf then called 
SHO Bashir saying that my father is not allowing them to 
arrest me. The SHO himself came to our house, and my 
father handed me over to his custody. I was taken to the 
Territorial Army camp, which is in a Kashmiri Pandit's 
house. I was kept there for eight days, and thereafter 
released. 
On 30 December 2008, I went to meet my fiancé along 
with my friend Ubaid. I was picked on the way by the local 
police. I was taken to central jail Srinagar. I was released 
after two and a half months. Meanwhile my father 
approached the police station for getting the report for my 
release on bail. There Duty Officer Khanday told him 
“don't ask for the report otherwise your son will be booked 
under PSA.” Ultimately, I was released. 
I got married on 17 May 2009, Friday. Then on 21st May, 
which is also the martyrdom anniversary of Abdul Gani 
Lone, Mirwaiz Moulvi Farooq and the martyrs of Hawal, I 
was again arrested by the Sadder Police Station, and 
detained for eight days. On the same night of my release, 
Asiya and Nelofar of Shopian were raped and killed, and I 
was arrested again on the next day. This time I was kept in 
custody till 11 June 2009. On 18 June 2009, four youth of 
Baramulla were killed by SOG and on the next day I was 
arrested again for about 50 days. I was released on 12 
August 2009. 

On 1 December 2009, I was arrested again and was taken 
to Central Jail Srinagar. I was questioned about my friend 
Ubaid who had left Kashmir. I was told by Duty Officer 
Amit of Janglatmandi police post that if I produce my 
friend before the police, I would be released. On 5 
January 2010, I was released. After my release I went to 
Jammu along with my family to escape the harassment, 
and we came back in April. On the same day I received a 
call from Duty Officer Janglatmandi police post to appear 
in the police post. I went there with my father. Parvez was 
the then Duty Officer. He told my father to permanently 
leave our home. On the same night when I was sleeping 
he came to the house, and informed me that I have been 
booked under PSA. I was booked for protesting the 
martyrdom of Zahid Farooq. But I was in fact  in Jammu, 
when protests against his killing broke out. I was sent to 
Central Jail on 16 April 2010. After three days, I got bail 
and was released. 
On 21 June 2010, there was a shutdown because of the 
killing of Tufail Matto. On 22 June 2010 there was a strike 
call by Masarat Alam. I also led a protest, but there was no 
stone pelting. On the next day I was at my shop when I 
was arrested by police and sent to JIC Khanabal. There I 
was tortured by SOG personnel Ram Lal. I was hung 
upside down, my private parts and other parts of my body 
were given electric shocks, and a rod was inserted in my 
rectum. I was kept naked during the entire torture. I was 
kept in JIC for four days and then I was sent to Cental Jail 
Srinagar. 
On 7 July, I was booked under PSA for “provoking people” 
and was sent to Kot Bhalwal Jail, Jammu. On 5 December 
2010 the PSA order was quashed by the Court but I was 
not released for a while. Meanwhile my wife gave birth to a 
baby girl. But the child died as my wife was in depression 
because of my frequent detentions.
 On 7/8 November 2011, it was Eid-ul-Azha and a protest 
took place at Janglatmandi, Islamabad. During the protest 
36 police personnel got injured. On the next day police 
raided my office at KP Road branch of HDFC bank. I was 
arrested and I lost my job as well. On 12 February I was 
released. 
On 18 February 2013, when Afzal Guru was martyred, I 
was arrested again by SHO Islamabad Ishfaq Alam.
 I am detained every time when ever there are any 
protests or any killing. Now whenever I receive a call from 
police, I have to appear before them.

The second testimony is that of Ishfaq Ahmad Kotwal 
[Testimony no.36] whose story begins when he was a 
child. 

In 1994, when I was 12 years old I was detained by RR. 
This was my first arrest. I was taken from my home 
because I was friends with Tariq Ahmad Misgar, an HM 
Commander, [he was killed on 17 January 1997 in Dantar 
in an encounter. It was a fake encounter. Army and 
Ikhwan were involved. Tariq was arrested by army from 
Dialgam]. Tariq was 22 years old then. I used to also help 
him around a bit – get him food etc. After my arrest I was 
taken to Saddar police station by the police. I don't know 
who was the SHO then, but, others say it was Sonaullah. I 
was not beaten or tortured. I was kept in lock up for two 
days at Sherbagh Police post. I was alone in the lock up. I 
was given food and was not mistreated. I was released 
through appeals from my family members. 
The next time I was detained was in 1996, and maybe at 
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all this seemed normal. SP Operations arrived by a 
vehicle. He was a Hindu. He came inside. I know it was SP 
Ops., because the SP District normally wouldn't interfere. 
He got down. He came inside. Pin Jinn was just yards 
away. He asked for me. Pin Jinn tried to dodge the 
question because of what Azad had ordered. The SP 
Operations threatened him, “I will kill you, I have pressure 
on me about this boy. Even from the Governor.” My uncle 
was an ex-minister, a cabinet minister in Sheikh 
Abdullah's government. His name was Mohammad 
Ashraf Khan. He had gone straightaway to the Governor’s 
house and complained there, when he heard that I had 
been picked up. The SP picked me up and took me to the 
District police headquarters. There was no more beating. I 
was given food. At around 8/8:30pm I was handed over to 
my family. I went to Srinagar, got treated and then fled to 
Bangalore.

The above testimony shows both how the forces operated 
together and the superiority of the army – as brought out 
by the actions of Captain Chauhan. While the joint 
operations are a feature of numerous testimonies, and 
there is testimony that the army had effective control, not 
all actions of the forces can be explained. For example, 
Ashiq Hussain Narchoor [Testimony no.15] recounts his 
torture and how he was transferred from SOG custody to 
army custody for a day, only to be returned to the SOG. 
The purpose of this transfer is not known to the victim as 
he narrates :

In 2004, I was picked by SOG and RR of Khanabal camp, 
42nd battalion. Sub-Inspector Rashid, DSP Operations 
Harmeet Singh, Kaka Battaa (two star), and SHO Shabir 
were involved. All four were part of SOG. SOG along with 
the army cordoned our house. The above named four 
SOG personnel entered our house and along with a few 
other SOG personnel took me in a Rakshak Jeep to JIC, 
Khanabal. The army personnel remained outside. Kaka 
Battaa had also beaten up a student from Kashmir 
University in 2007 at JIC Humhama/Cargo.
Others detained at the time were: Suhail Rashid Din, son 
of Abdul Rashid Din, resident of Mattan [he was with HM], 
Ashiq Hussain Boda [he was with HM], Altaf Hussain 
Mujkhal, son of Ghulam Hassan Mujkhal [he was with 
HM], Ghulam Rasool Najar [he was with HM], Manzoor 
Ahmad Bhat [he was with HM], Mukhtar Ahmad Waza [he 
was with HM].
At the JIC, I was tortured; I was hung upside down and 
was beaten on my back. My legs were stretched and a 
wooden roller was rolled on my legs. S.I Rashid removed 
my toe nails. Ramesh (one star) another SOG personnel 
was rolling the roller on my legs. I came to know about the 
names of these officers in the JIC. After 8-9 days in the JIC 
I was taken to the Khanabal Camp. There I was kept in the 
torture cell. I was tortured there as well. Methods used 
included putting my head under water and rolling on my 
legs by army personnel. I did not come to know about the 
names of any army personnel. Once in the camp,[SP 
Islamabad] Ashiq Bukhari came and asked me to produce 
weapons. He also beat me himself. The allegation against 
me was that I was a militant and used to associate with 
other militants, namely Ghulam Rasool Wagay alias Kach 
Gour and with Babar, a Pakistani militant. Ashiq Bukhari 
told me that they had information I used to associate with 
these militants. Ghulam Rasool Wagay [militant] was my 
neighbor. I didn't have connection with the militancy but as 

he was our neighbor, we were on good terms. In the 
Khanabal camp I was kept for one day only and on the 
same evening I was brought back to JIC at about 07:00 
pm. In the JIC I was detained for 18 days and then I was 
taken to Kot Bhalwal prison, Jammu.

The above testimony is particularly striking as it counters 
any suggestion that the police are unaware of army 
actions in their camp or vice versa. There is clearly close 
coordination – including in the transfer of detainees from 
police control to army control and back. This is also true 
with regard to the operations carried out by Ikhwan and 
the army. Across testimonies the army and Ikhwan 
operate together – in raids, crackdowns,(search and 
cordon operations), and in encounters. Bashir Ahmad 
Misgar [Testimony no.22] in one succinct para provides 
evidence across all these scenarios:

Whenever I try to count the number of times I was 
tortured, I almost lose count, but it was almost twenty 
times by Ikhwanis, Army, and SOG. My father and I were 
even tortured at our own house by a joint party of Ikhwan 
and Army from Khanabal camp. Finally we left our home 
and migrated to Pulwama where we rented a house and 
lived there for almost two years. A year after we had left 
our house, it was blasted by a joint party of Ikhwan and 
Army. Two months later my brother Tariq Ahmad was 
martyred in an encounter on 2 December 1997. In this 
encounter an Ikhwani, Fayaz Ahmad Pushu was also 
injured. After that our entire family came back from 
Pulwama and we lived with my uncle's family for one year.

Abdul Majeed Zargar [Testimony no.29] also testies to 
the Ikhwan, army and police being involved in a joint 
operation:

In September 2005, army of 3 RR Khanabal camp 
Headquarters cordoned the area around my house at 
about 05:30 am. Army was informed by Ikhwani Tahir Fuf 
that there are some militants in my house. The army first 
sent local residents of the locality to my house, to tell the 
family to get out of the house and assemble in the 
compound. After the household people went out from the 
house, army along with Tahir Fuf entered the house. Tahir 
Fuf searched all the rooms himself. He asked my wife 
about the militants. My wife replied saying that there were 
no militants in the house. Army and Tahir Fuf broke 
windows and doors of my house and threw the bedding 
outside in the compound. He also cut the landline 
connection and electricity line to the house. Then the 
army  took me to JIC Khanabal. 
On the same night the army came again to my house and 
asked about my son namely Showkat Zarger. Showkat 
worked as a guard in a park, and on that night he was on 
duty. Army somehow came to know about this and he too 
was picked by the army from the park and taken to JIC 
Khanabal. 
At JIC, both of us were tortured by a policeman called 
Kaka Battaa in the camp. We were hung upside down and 
were beaten there. Showkat was released after a few 
days whereas I was shifted to Mattan police station for 15 
days after four days in JIC, and then to Central Jail 
Srinagar. From Central Jail I was taken to the Islamabad 
court and booked under PSA. Then I was shifted to Kot 
Bhalwal and was kept there for one year. Finally I was 
released a year later.

Repeated victimization
A standard procedure for the armed forces appears to be 
the repeated victimization of individuals. Whether for their 
political views, or their association/afliation with certain 
groups (especially Jamat E Islaami) or simplytheir refusal 
to work for the system, the repeated victimization of 
individuals was particularly striking in Islamabad. Two 
testimonies, reproduced in full below, exhibit the repetitive 
and targeted nature of the violence.
The rst testimony is that of Atif Hassan Sheikh 
[Testimony no.35] whose experience of torture dates back 
to 2006, and continues to date.

On 02 June 2006, there were protests by people of 
Islamabad town. I was a college student then. I was 
leading the protest procession. When the procession 
reached Khanabal, twenty four boys were arrested by 
Police Station Islamabad. Liyaqat was the SHO at the 
time. While 23 of the arrested boys were released on the 
same day I was kept in custody for 22 days without any 
FIR being filed. Finally I was released on 24 June. 
In 2006, Yasin Malik started the campaign of Safar-e-
Azaadi. I was arrested again on the next day of the 
procession. I was arrested from my house by personnel 
from Islamabad Police Station and kept in custody for 7-8 
days. After that I was under the constant surveillance of 
CID and also repeatedly called by police to appear before 
them in the Police Station. This continued till 2008. 
Whenever there would be any shut down call or any 
procession by pro-freedom parties I would be arrested for 
that day.
On 25 August 2008, there was the call for Lal Chowk, 
Srinagar Chalo. On that day, at about 02:30 am army and 
SOG raided my house. Tahir who was then working with 
Territorial Army was also with them. They knocked the 
door, and when I came to open the door someone either 
from the SOG or army grabbed me by my hair and 
dragged me out. Tahir threatened me saying that he will 
not let me live this time. My father didn't allow the army 
and SOG personnel to take me away. Tahir Fuf then called 
SHO Bashir saying that my father is not allowing them to 
arrest me. The SHO himself came to our house, and my 
father handed me over to his custody. I was taken to the 
Territorial Army camp, which is in a Kashmiri Pandit's 
house. I was kept there for eight days, and thereafter 
released. 
On 30 December 2008, I went to meet my fiancé along 
with my friend Ubaid. I was picked on the way by the local 
police. I was taken to central jail Srinagar. I was released 
after two and a half months. Meanwhile my father 
approached the police station for getting the report for my 
release on bail. There Duty Officer Khanday told him 
“don't ask for the report otherwise your son will be booked 
under PSA.” Ultimately, I was released. 
I got married on 17 May 2009, Friday. Then on 21st May, 
which is also the martyrdom anniversary of Abdul Gani 
Lone, Mirwaiz Moulvi Farooq and the martyrs of Hawal, I 
was again arrested by the Sadder Police Station, and 
detained for eight days. On the same night of my release, 
Asiya and Nelofar of Shopian were raped and killed, and I 
was arrested again on the next day. This time I was kept in 
custody till 11 June 2009. On 18 June 2009, four youth of 
Baramulla were killed by SOG and on the next day I was 
arrested again for about 50 days. I was released on 12 
August 2009. 

On 1 December 2009, I was arrested again and was taken 
to Central Jail Srinagar. I was questioned about my friend 
Ubaid who had left Kashmir. I was told by Duty Officer 
Amit of Janglatmandi police post that if I produce my 
friend before the police, I would be released. On 5 
January 2010, I was released. After my release I went to 
Jammu along with my family to escape the harassment, 
and we came back in April. On the same day I received a 
call from Duty Officer Janglatmandi police post to appear 
in the police post. I went there with my father. Parvez was 
the then Duty Officer. He told my father to permanently 
leave our home. On the same night when I was sleeping 
he came to the house, and informed me that I have been 
booked under PSA. I was booked for protesting the 
martyrdom of Zahid Farooq. But I was in fact  in Jammu, 
when protests against his killing broke out. I was sent to 
Central Jail on 16 April 2010. After three days, I got bail 
and was released. 
On 21 June 2010, there was a shutdown because of the 
killing of Tufail Matto. On 22 June 2010 there was a strike 
call by Masarat Alam. I also led a protest, but there was no 
stone pelting. On the next day I was at my shop when I 
was arrested by police and sent to JIC Khanabal. There I 
was tortured by SOG personnel Ram Lal. I was hung 
upside down, my private parts and other parts of my body 
were given electric shocks, and a rod was inserted in my 
rectum. I was kept naked during the entire torture. I was 
kept in JIC for four days and then I was sent to Cental Jail 
Srinagar. 
On 7 July, I was booked under PSA for “provoking people” 
and was sent to Kot Bhalwal Jail, Jammu. On 5 December 
2010 the PSA order was quashed by the Court but I was 
not released for a while. Meanwhile my wife gave birth to a 
baby girl. But the child died as my wife was in depression 
because of my frequent detentions.
 On 7/8 November 2011, it was Eid-ul-Azha and a protest 
took place at Janglatmandi, Islamabad. During the protest 
36 police personnel got injured. On the next day police 
raided my office at KP Road branch of HDFC bank. I was 
arrested and I lost my job as well. On 12 February I was 
released. 
On 18 February 2013, when Afzal Guru was martyred, I 
was arrested again by SHO Islamabad Ishfaq Alam.
 I am detained every time when ever there are any 
protests or any killing. Now whenever I receive a call from 
police, I have to appear before them.

The second testimony is that of Ishfaq Ahmad Kotwal 
[Testimony no.36] whose story begins when he was a 
child. 

In 1994, when I was 12 years old I was detained by RR. 
This was my first arrest. I was taken from my home 
because I was friends with Tariq Ahmad Misgar, an HM 
Commander, [he was killed on 17 January 1997 in Dantar 
in an encounter. It was a fake encounter. Army and 
Ikhwan were involved. Tariq was arrested by army from 
Dialgam]. Tariq was 22 years old then. I used to also help 
him around a bit – get him food etc. After my arrest I was 
taken to Saddar police station by the police. I don't know 
who was the SHO then, but, others say it was Sonaullah. I 
was not beaten or tortured. I was kept in lock up for two 
days at Sherbagh Police post. I was alone in the lock up. I 
was given food and was not mistreated. I was released 
through appeals from my family members. 
The next time I was detained was in 1996, and maybe at 
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the time 7 RR was posted in Moominabad. There was a 
camp in the same location where now there is an IMI girl's 
school. It was election time. We used to play cricket on the 
ground in Moominabad. One day, while playing cricket the 
ball bounced onto the road and accidentally broke the 
glass of an army vehicle. I was taken into the camp. No 
one else from the group was taken as I was the one 
fetching the ball from the road. I was tortured at the camp. 
There was an officer, who was called “CM”. CM was a 
Subedar. He was infamous in the area. CM himself beat 
me, with sticks. He beat me the whole day in the camp out 
in the open. Other army personnel were watching. He 
finally left me at 4:00 pm. My neighbors came and 
released me. 
Then, I was picked up again in 1999, at Verinag. I had 
gone to Verinag to recover some due payments for our 
family's crockery business. The RR camp located there 
[Noioora Camp] arrested me. Then there was army there 
but now it is a CRPF camp. At that time there were also 
Ikhwan present in that camp. The reason for my arrest 
was that Mohammad Iqbal Kotwal alias Usman Kotwal – 
nickname Kaka Kotwal was an Al-Jehad Commander of 
Islamabad and was my cousin. Another cousin, Javed 
Ahmad Kotwal was also in Al-Jehad. Kaka is alive, but 
Javed was already dead. Another reason was also 
because I had close contacts with Tariq Misgar. One of the 
Ikhwan operating from the camp then was Aijaz [he was 
killed sometime after this]. I was taken inside the camp 
and handed over to the army, by the Ikhwan. I was tortured 
by army personnel. The methods of torture included, 
removing my toe nails, burning my back, beatings on the 
back. They also stuck a heated needle into my penis. I 
was made to sit on a lit stove. They placed a “blue lamp” 
on the heels of my feet. I was released on the evening of 
the same day. I didn't tell my family what had happened 
immediately, and applied some first aid on my own on my 
injuries. Later, I felt dizzy and went to district hospital for 
treatment. My family members found out about the torture 
through the doctors at the district hospital. I was then 
taken to Soura Hospital where I was admitted for 
treatment for one month. After I was released, I had to lie 
on my back in bed for 9 months. I was confined to only one 
room for 9 months. I got bed sores as well. A medicated 
sheet was brought from the hospital. I started improving, 
and regained my mobility gradually. Policemen from 
police post Sherbagh used to come to the house and ask 
me questions. Policemen from Sadder police station used 
to also come. I used to be regularly called to the camp for 
marking my “attendance”.
 In 2005, on Eid-ul-Fitr there was a fight in Sherbagh. Two 
boys fought and a policeman intervened. I questioned the 
policeman who hit one of the boys. The policeman went in 
and called some other police post Sherbagh personnel. 
They came out from the police post, took me in and beat 
me very badly. A friend took me home by auto. I don't 
remember who was the Duty Officer then. 
On 9 August 2008 another incident took place at the start 
of the protests about the Amarnath land row. This was in 
June. There was a procession, then there was lathi 
charge by police followed by stone pelting by the crowd 
and firing at the crowd by SOG. Three people were 
seriously injured. The SOG was involved. The Duty 
Officer of Sherbagh police post was Parvaiz at the time. I 
was fired at, and my right leg was injured by a rubber 
bullet. Ishfaq Ahmad Bhat and Atif were also injured. 

There was a case registered against me. 
Another FIR was filed against me in 2009 in a separate 
incident involving an attack on a masjid. Sections used 
were 148, 149, 197, 336, 427 RPC etc. However after that 
I was not arrested in relation to this FIR.
In 2010, the Mona Lisa sex scandal was exposed. There 
was a photo studio called Mona Lisa where Tahir was 
involved in making pornographic films on CD. The studio 
was owned by Pinta Parray, but Tahir was fully involved in 
the whole business as Tahir had contacts with the army. 
The films were being made for the army, and the women 
were also sent to the army personnel. Young women were 
being brought there and pornographic films were being 
made using them. This was going on since 1998. About 
30-40 girls were involved, most of them were doing it by 
their own will, but some of them were trapped into it when 
they approached the Mona Lisa studio. Pinta Parray was 
blackmailed by one his employees about this and so he 
approached Tahir and asked him to kill the salesman. 
On 4 June 2010 during protests and stone pelting against 
the Mona Lisa scandal I was caught by the CRPF. I was 
beaten on the street itself. I fell unconscious. I was taken 
to the Saddar police station and then to the district 
hospital. I remained in coma for one month. People 
thought that I had been killed. A crowd gathered at the 
hospital to ensure police did not take me away. The police 
deployed a cordon at the hospital. Then the police 
conducted an attack on the hospital. The police had come 
from police lines. Duty Officer Parvez was commanding 
them. Many hospital patients were injured in the raid. I 
was taken to SKIMS, Srinagar for treatment. I could not 
talk for about 3 months after that. 
In September 2010 when there were protests against the 
burning of the Quran I protested too and again, I was fired 
at. Officer Rani, DSP of CRPF of Animal Husbandry office, 
Sarnal was brought in to control crowds. The bullet grazed 
my right leg. I went to someone's house and got some 
medicine for my injury. I stayed in a house in a village and 
administered the medicines myself, without going to a 
hospital. I then went home after four days. But the injury 
did not heal fully and in 2012, it suddenly started leaking 
lot of puss and blood. I used to occasionally get stitches 
put on the wound but the stitches kept coming off. Finally I 
was taken to Soura hospital for treatment. I had surgery 
and I was admitted for three months and then my leg got 
better. 
I have travel restrictions imposed by the court. Once in 
2013 I was heading to Jammu but I was caught by Banihal 
Police and brought back. I have been wearing a support 
belt from last two years around my back for spinal support, 
due to the chronic pain.
Reprisals
Besides repeated victimization of individual, the armed 
forces also carried out exercises of collective punishment 
of communities and/or reprisals on family members of 
militants. 
Mehrajuddin Bichoo [Testimony no.18] testies to an 
important incident where the CRPF burnt down numerous 
shops and homes as retaliation to an attack on them:
On 27 October 1990, members of JKLF hurled a grenade 
on a CRPF vehicle. The vehicle upturned, causing the 
death of 5-6 people. CRPF Personnel started picking up 
the dead bodies and within a few minutes more troops of 
the CRPF, stationed outside Islamabad [either Andernag 
or Lal Chowk] arrived at the site of the incident. Abdul Gani 

Sofi's and Abdul Rehman Sofi's shops were set on fire by 
the CRPF personnel but somehow the locals managed to 
extinguish the fire in these two shops. The CRPF men 
then set Nisar Laba's shop on fire. From a distance of 
about 100 feet, I could see the CRPF men pouring petrol. 
They poured petrol over Abdul Gani's godown, a tambacu 
(Tobacco) producer and burnt it down. 
The residents of the area were now panic stricken, some 
of them ran away, while some still remained in the 
neighborhood. Suddenly, a huge group of the CRPF 
troops came inside my Mohalla, namely, Khwaja Mir Ali 
Kocha. They started firing in the air. From the third floor of 
my house, I saw them sprinkling gun-powder across the 
Mohalla. That night houses of 450 families [more than 250 
individual houses] were burnt in my locality. After burning 
houses, the CRPF troops burnt two mosques in the area: 
Shah Sahib Masjid, Khankhah and Malakhnag Masjid. 
They kept firing in the air so that the people would not dare 
to extinguish the fire and even stopped the Fire Brigade 
from helping people. A group of ten to twelve locals, 
including Dr. Abdul Majid Sheikh, Mehrajuddin, Nazir 
Ahmed, Mohammad Ashraf Veeri, me and a couple of 
others tried to take out a few belongings out of my house. 
But it was all in vain. We didn't manage to take out 
anything. We just left everything there. CRPF came inside 
my house to catch hold of me, but I managed to hide in the 
kitchen. I tried to escape through the window but couldn't 
since it had an iron grill. People had kept their precious 
belongings with me, and I removed them. I just wanted to 
escape. My house did not get destroyed. I managed to 
reach Hazratbal where some arrangements had been 
made for the victims. One could still hear the gunshots, 
but it no longer scared me. I sat down at Cheeni Chowk, 
without slippers or sweater. The Militants asked the 
shopkeepers to give me clothes and slippers. 
The shops destroyed were in Malakhnag, Cheeni Chowk, 
Shah Sahib, Khwaja Mir Ali. People whose houses were 
burnt (recalls the names by visualizing the geography of 
various lanes in the neighborhood ):
Myself and my brothers, my uncle Mohammad Amin 
Bichoo, Ghulam Mohiuddin Chapoo, Mohammad 
Abdullah Bichoo, Muzaffar Ahamd Bichoo, Nazir Ahmad 
Kain, Mohamad Abdullah Padder, Ghulam Rasool 
Padder and three brothers, Abdul Gani Shah, Fayaz 
Ahmad Kain, Mohammad Ayoub Baldev, Ghulam Nabi 
Baldev, Abdul Aziz Baldev, Mohammad Ramzan Ganai, 
Ali Mohammad Ganai, Gul Mohammad Ganai, 
Mohammad Yousuf Ganai, Ghulam Nabi Laba, 
Mohammad Ramzan Wani, Nisar Ahmad Kain, Abdul 
Rashid Aggoo, Abdul Majid Tak, Mohammad Amin Tak, 
Ghulam Nabi Bichoo, Abdul Ahad Baba, Manzoor Ahmad 
Sofi had one other brother, Abdul Rashid Talak/Wani, 
Gulzar Ahmad Sofi, Mohammad Ramzan Misgar son of 
Abdul Ahad Joo, Mohammad Ramzan Misgar son of 
Mohammad Maqbool, Abdul Gani Tota, Mohammad 
Khalil Mattoo, Mohammad Ibrahim Misgar, Mohammad 
Shafi Kachguroo, Mohammad Hussain Mattoo, Farooq 
Ahmad Drabu, Mohammad Ayub Drabu, Mohammad 
Abbas Drabu, Mohammad Khalil Kain, Shamasuddin 
Misgar, Abdul Gani Misgar, Mohammad Khalil Tota, 
Ghulam Mohiuddin Tota, Ghulam Nabi Misgar, Showkat 
Ahmad Dakhlu, Nisar Ahmad Taja, Firdous Ahmad Taja, 
Abdul Gaffar Lachoo, Ghulam Qadir Sofi, Khursheed 
Ahmad Sofi, Abdul Gani Sofi, Abdul Rehman Sofi, 
Sonaullah Jalla, Sajad Jalla, Nisar Ahmad Saudagar, 
Nisar Ahmad Bhat, Abdul Ahad Chapoo, Abdul Ahad 

Bhat, Ghulam Ahamd Bhat, Abdul Gani Lone, Ghulam 
Rasool Lone, Abdul Rashid Nadaf, Mohammad Ismail 
Nadaf, Abdul Rashid Saudagar, Javed Ahmad Saudagar, 
Abdul Rahim Wani, Mohammad Anwar Wagay.

 Engineer Farooq  Ahmad Khan  [Testimony no.19] 
speaks of how the forces detained him [including holding 
him hostage in a case of “counter kidnapping”] because 
his brother was a militant. The targeting of militants’ 
families was practiced as a wide spread operational tactic 
contrary to international law and norms. The following 
testimony  strikingly demonstrates the various ways in 
which the forces and civilian administration chose to 
target and coerce family members of militants:

I was first arrested in 1990 because of my brother's role in 
militancy. At that time my brother had already been 
arrested and he was later bailed out in January 1990. He 
then became active with SLF. In March 1989, my brother 
went to Pakistan for training with a group of people and 
returned sometime in May/June 1990. In the summer of 
1990, police personnel came to our house at night and 
arrested my father, Ghulam Qadir Khan, my uncle Abdul 
Rashid Khan, my cousin, Salim-ul-Altaf Khan and me. We 
were blindfolded and were taken to the old airport at Gogo 
Land camp, Srinagar. We could hear the airplanes flying 
above us. Muneer Khan, was the DSP at that time, but I 
don't know if he was directly involved in this. We were 
directly taken to Gogo Land camp and not to the camp at 
Khanabal. We were detained at Gogo Land camp for 
about 10 to 12 days and were beaten mercilessly. When 
we were picked, my uncle wasn't even wearing his 
pyjamas. He was without his pants for the whole period of 
our detention at Gogo Land camp. None of the army 
officers came forward while we were beaten. Only the 
lower rank personnel beat us. Our blindfolds were not 
removed during the entire period while we were there. We 
were continuously tortured and were sometimes given 
food. We were kept in a dark room and had to climb 30/40 
steps to go to the bathroom upstairs. We were tortured 
every day and were asked about my brother's 
whereabouts. Finally after about 10 to 12 days at 3pm or 
4pm in the afternoon, we were dropped off near the bund 
on the by-pass and were asked not to remove the 
blindfolds. We waited for some time and could hear the 
vehicles moving on the road. We removed their blindfolds 
and realized that we were on the by-pass. We had no 
money, but we boarded a bus, while my uncle was still 
without his pants. In the bus, we met a few acquaintances 
who let us take their seats. That year I had finished my 
engineering and had just started my job at a unit of the 
department of PHE at Bijbehara.
In 1993 my brother and some people abducted 
Doraiswamy. I was on Amaranth yatra duty and when I got 
home that night, my father, my cousin Muzzaffar Sheikh 
and I were arrested by the police. My cousin was picked 
up from another house. We were all taken to M4 at 
Shivpora. Police was present at the time when we were 
arrested but not in M4. Mehmood-ur-Rehman, Governor's 
advisor came to us, as did [Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir ]Wajahat Habibullah. The DIG [Deputy Inspector 
General, Police] at that time was P.S. Gill, and he also 
came to meet me. I was not tortured but was beaten in the 
beginning. They subjected me to questioning. They 
wanted me to establish a connection with them. They kept 
saying that you will get a promotion and were offering 
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the time 7 RR was posted in Moominabad. There was a 
camp in the same location where now there is an IMI girl's 
school. It was election time. We used to play cricket on the 
ground in Moominabad. One day, while playing cricket the 
ball bounced onto the road and accidentally broke the 
glass of an army vehicle. I was taken into the camp. No 
one else from the group was taken as I was the one 
fetching the ball from the road. I was tortured at the camp. 
There was an officer, who was called “CM”. CM was a 
Subedar. He was infamous in the area. CM himself beat 
me, with sticks. He beat me the whole day in the camp out 
in the open. Other army personnel were watching. He 
finally left me at 4:00 pm. My neighbors came and 
released me. 
Then, I was picked up again in 1999, at Verinag. I had 
gone to Verinag to recover some due payments for our 
family's crockery business. The RR camp located there 
[Noioora Camp] arrested me. Then there was army there 
but now it is a CRPF camp. At that time there were also 
Ikhwan present in that camp. The reason for my arrest 
was that Mohammad Iqbal Kotwal alias Usman Kotwal – 
nickname Kaka Kotwal was an Al-Jehad Commander of 
Islamabad and was my cousin. Another cousin, Javed 
Ahmad Kotwal was also in Al-Jehad. Kaka is alive, but 
Javed was already dead. Another reason was also 
because I had close contacts with Tariq Misgar. One of the 
Ikhwan operating from the camp then was Aijaz [he was 
killed sometime after this]. I was taken inside the camp 
and handed over to the army, by the Ikhwan. I was tortured 
by army personnel. The methods of torture included, 
removing my toe nails, burning my back, beatings on the 
back. They also stuck a heated needle into my penis. I 
was made to sit on a lit stove. They placed a “blue lamp” 
on the heels of my feet. I was released on the evening of 
the same day. I didn't tell my family what had happened 
immediately, and applied some first aid on my own on my 
injuries. Later, I felt dizzy and went to district hospital for 
treatment. My family members found out about the torture 
through the doctors at the district hospital. I was then 
taken to Soura Hospital where I was admitted for 
treatment for one month. After I was released, I had to lie 
on my back in bed for 9 months. I was confined to only one 
room for 9 months. I got bed sores as well. A medicated 
sheet was brought from the hospital. I started improving, 
and regained my mobility gradually. Policemen from 
police post Sherbagh used to come to the house and ask 
me questions. Policemen from Sadder police station used 
to also come. I used to be regularly called to the camp for 
marking my “attendance”.
 In 2005, on Eid-ul-Fitr there was a fight in Sherbagh. Two 
boys fought and a policeman intervened. I questioned the 
policeman who hit one of the boys. The policeman went in 
and called some other police post Sherbagh personnel. 
They came out from the police post, took me in and beat 
me very badly. A friend took me home by auto. I don't 
remember who was the Duty Officer then. 
On 9 August 2008 another incident took place at the start 
of the protests about the Amarnath land row. This was in 
June. There was a procession, then there was lathi 
charge by police followed by stone pelting by the crowd 
and firing at the crowd by SOG. Three people were 
seriously injured. The SOG was involved. The Duty 
Officer of Sherbagh police post was Parvaiz at the time. I 
was fired at, and my right leg was injured by a rubber 
bullet. Ishfaq Ahmad Bhat and Atif were also injured. 

There was a case registered against me. 
Another FIR was filed against me in 2009 in a separate 
incident involving an attack on a masjid. Sections used 
were 148, 149, 197, 336, 427 RPC etc. However after that 
I was not arrested in relation to this FIR.
In 2010, the Mona Lisa sex scandal was exposed. There 
was a photo studio called Mona Lisa where Tahir was 
involved in making pornographic films on CD. The studio 
was owned by Pinta Parray, but Tahir was fully involved in 
the whole business as Tahir had contacts with the army. 
The films were being made for the army, and the women 
were also sent to the army personnel. Young women were 
being brought there and pornographic films were being 
made using them. This was going on since 1998. About 
30-40 girls were involved, most of them were doing it by 
their own will, but some of them were trapped into it when 
they approached the Mona Lisa studio. Pinta Parray was 
blackmailed by one his employees about this and so he 
approached Tahir and asked him to kill the salesman. 
On 4 June 2010 during protests and stone pelting against 
the Mona Lisa scandal I was caught by the CRPF. I was 
beaten on the street itself. I fell unconscious. I was taken 
to the Saddar police station and then to the district 
hospital. I remained in coma for one month. People 
thought that I had been killed. A crowd gathered at the 
hospital to ensure police did not take me away. The police 
deployed a cordon at the hospital. Then the police 
conducted an attack on the hospital. The police had come 
from police lines. Duty Officer Parvez was commanding 
them. Many hospital patients were injured in the raid. I 
was taken to SKIMS, Srinagar for treatment. I could not 
talk for about 3 months after that. 
In September 2010 when there were protests against the 
burning of the Quran I protested too and again, I was fired 
at. Officer Rani, DSP of CRPF of Animal Husbandry office, 
Sarnal was brought in to control crowds. The bullet grazed 
my right leg. I went to someone's house and got some 
medicine for my injury. I stayed in a house in a village and 
administered the medicines myself, without going to a 
hospital. I then went home after four days. But the injury 
did not heal fully and in 2012, it suddenly started leaking 
lot of puss and blood. I used to occasionally get stitches 
put on the wound but the stitches kept coming off. Finally I 
was taken to Soura hospital for treatment. I had surgery 
and I was admitted for three months and then my leg got 
better. 
I have travel restrictions imposed by the court. Once in 
2013 I was heading to Jammu but I was caught by Banihal 
Police and brought back. I have been wearing a support 
belt from last two years around my back for spinal support, 
due to the chronic pain.
Reprisals
Besides repeated victimization of individual, the armed 
forces also carried out exercises of collective punishment 
of communities and/or reprisals on family members of 
militants. 
Mehrajuddin Bichoo [Testimony no.18] testies to an 
important incident where the CRPF burnt down numerous 
shops and homes as retaliation to an attack on them:
On 27 October 1990, members of JKLF hurled a grenade 
on a CRPF vehicle. The vehicle upturned, causing the 
death of 5-6 people. CRPF Personnel started picking up 
the dead bodies and within a few minutes more troops of 
the CRPF, stationed outside Islamabad [either Andernag 
or Lal Chowk] arrived at the site of the incident. Abdul Gani 

Sofi's and Abdul Rehman Sofi's shops were set on fire by 
the CRPF personnel but somehow the locals managed to 
extinguish the fire in these two shops. The CRPF men 
then set Nisar Laba's shop on fire. From a distance of 
about 100 feet, I could see the CRPF men pouring petrol. 
They poured petrol over Abdul Gani's godown, a tambacu 
(Tobacco) producer and burnt it down. 
The residents of the area were now panic stricken, some 
of them ran away, while some still remained in the 
neighborhood. Suddenly, a huge group of the CRPF 
troops came inside my Mohalla, namely, Khwaja Mir Ali 
Kocha. They started firing in the air. From the third floor of 
my house, I saw them sprinkling gun-powder across the 
Mohalla. That night houses of 450 families [more than 250 
individual houses] were burnt in my locality. After burning 
houses, the CRPF troops burnt two mosques in the area: 
Shah Sahib Masjid, Khankhah and Malakhnag Masjid. 
They kept firing in the air so that the people would not dare 
to extinguish the fire and even stopped the Fire Brigade 
from helping people. A group of ten to twelve locals, 
including Dr. Abdul Majid Sheikh, Mehrajuddin, Nazir 
Ahmed, Mohammad Ashraf Veeri, me and a couple of 
others tried to take out a few belongings out of my house. 
But it was all in vain. We didn't manage to take out 
anything. We just left everything there. CRPF came inside 
my house to catch hold of me, but I managed to hide in the 
kitchen. I tried to escape through the window but couldn't 
since it had an iron grill. People had kept their precious 
belongings with me, and I removed them. I just wanted to 
escape. My house did not get destroyed. I managed to 
reach Hazratbal where some arrangements had been 
made for the victims. One could still hear the gunshots, 
but it no longer scared me. I sat down at Cheeni Chowk, 
without slippers or sweater. The Militants asked the 
shopkeepers to give me clothes and slippers. 
The shops destroyed were in Malakhnag, Cheeni Chowk, 
Shah Sahib, Khwaja Mir Ali. People whose houses were 
burnt (recalls the names by visualizing the geography of 
various lanes in the neighborhood ):
Myself and my brothers, my uncle Mohammad Amin 
Bichoo, Ghulam Mohiuddin Chapoo, Mohammad 
Abdullah Bichoo, Muzaffar Ahamd Bichoo, Nazir Ahmad 
Kain, Mohamad Abdullah Padder, Ghulam Rasool 
Padder and three brothers, Abdul Gani Shah, Fayaz 
Ahmad Kain, Mohammad Ayoub Baldev, Ghulam Nabi 
Baldev, Abdul Aziz Baldev, Mohammad Ramzan Ganai, 
Ali Mohammad Ganai, Gul Mohammad Ganai, 
Mohammad Yousuf Ganai, Ghulam Nabi Laba, 
Mohammad Ramzan Wani, Nisar Ahmad Kain, Abdul 
Rashid Aggoo, Abdul Majid Tak, Mohammad Amin Tak, 
Ghulam Nabi Bichoo, Abdul Ahad Baba, Manzoor Ahmad 
Sofi had one other brother, Abdul Rashid Talak/Wani, 
Gulzar Ahmad Sofi, Mohammad Ramzan Misgar son of 
Abdul Ahad Joo, Mohammad Ramzan Misgar son of 
Mohammad Maqbool, Abdul Gani Tota, Mohammad 
Khalil Mattoo, Mohammad Ibrahim Misgar, Mohammad 
Shafi Kachguroo, Mohammad Hussain Mattoo, Farooq 
Ahmad Drabu, Mohammad Ayub Drabu, Mohammad 
Abbas Drabu, Mohammad Khalil Kain, Shamasuddin 
Misgar, Abdul Gani Misgar, Mohammad Khalil Tota, 
Ghulam Mohiuddin Tota, Ghulam Nabi Misgar, Showkat 
Ahmad Dakhlu, Nisar Ahmad Taja, Firdous Ahmad Taja, 
Abdul Gaffar Lachoo, Ghulam Qadir Sofi, Khursheed 
Ahmad Sofi, Abdul Gani Sofi, Abdul Rehman Sofi, 
Sonaullah Jalla, Sajad Jalla, Nisar Ahmad Saudagar, 
Nisar Ahmad Bhat, Abdul Ahad Chapoo, Abdul Ahad 

Bhat, Ghulam Ahamd Bhat, Abdul Gani Lone, Ghulam 
Rasool Lone, Abdul Rashid Nadaf, Mohammad Ismail 
Nadaf, Abdul Rashid Saudagar, Javed Ahmad Saudagar, 
Abdul Rahim Wani, Mohammad Anwar Wagay.

 Engineer Farooq  Ahmad Khan  [Testimony no.19] 
speaks of how the forces detained him [including holding 
him hostage in a case of “counter kidnapping”] because 
his brother was a militant. The targeting of militants’ 
families was practiced as a wide spread operational tactic 
contrary to international law and norms. The following 
testimony  strikingly demonstrates the various ways in 
which the forces and civilian administration chose to 
target and coerce family members of militants:

I was first arrested in 1990 because of my brother's role in 
militancy. At that time my brother had already been 
arrested and he was later bailed out in January 1990. He 
then became active with SLF. In March 1989, my brother 
went to Pakistan for training with a group of people and 
returned sometime in May/June 1990. In the summer of 
1990, police personnel came to our house at night and 
arrested my father, Ghulam Qadir Khan, my uncle Abdul 
Rashid Khan, my cousin, Salim-ul-Altaf Khan and me. We 
were blindfolded and were taken to the old airport at Gogo 
Land camp, Srinagar. We could hear the airplanes flying 
above us. Muneer Khan, was the DSP at that time, but I 
don't know if he was directly involved in this. We were 
directly taken to Gogo Land camp and not to the camp at 
Khanabal. We were detained at Gogo Land camp for 
about 10 to 12 days and were beaten mercilessly. When 
we were picked, my uncle wasn't even wearing his 
pyjamas. He was without his pants for the whole period of 
our detention at Gogo Land camp. None of the army 
officers came forward while we were beaten. Only the 
lower rank personnel beat us. Our blindfolds were not 
removed during the entire period while we were there. We 
were continuously tortured and were sometimes given 
food. We were kept in a dark room and had to climb 30/40 
steps to go to the bathroom upstairs. We were tortured 
every day and were asked about my brother's 
whereabouts. Finally after about 10 to 12 days at 3pm or 
4pm in the afternoon, we were dropped off near the bund 
on the by-pass and were asked not to remove the 
blindfolds. We waited for some time and could hear the 
vehicles moving on the road. We removed their blindfolds 
and realized that we were on the by-pass. We had no 
money, but we boarded a bus, while my uncle was still 
without his pants. In the bus, we met a few acquaintances 
who let us take their seats. That year I had finished my 
engineering and had just started my job at a unit of the 
department of PHE at Bijbehara.
In 1993 my brother and some people abducted 
Doraiswamy. I was on Amaranth yatra duty and when I got 
home that night, my father, my cousin Muzzaffar Sheikh 
and I were arrested by the police. My cousin was picked 
up from another house. We were all taken to M4 at 
Shivpora. Police was present at the time when we were 
arrested but not in M4. Mehmood-ur-Rehman, Governor's 
advisor came to us, as did [Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir ]Wajahat Habibullah. The DIG [Deputy Inspector 
General, Police] at that time was P.S. Gill, and he also 
came to meet me. I was not tortured but was beaten in the 
beginning. They subjected me to questioning. They 
wanted me to establish a connection with them. They kept 
saying that you will get a promotion and were offering 
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money. Wajahat Habibullah was saying this too. I was 
there for 52 days. This was the same time as that of the 
abduction. This was counter-kidnapping by government. I 
knew that these were people from the administration.

The framework within which the forces viewed their 
retaliatory actions is brought out in the testimony of Bilal 
Ahmad Mir [Testimony no.20] where he recounts the 
killing of a father and son [the son being a militant]. The 
witness states:
I was present at the site of the encounter. Major Pama 
came and said whosoever had to die, has died and 
whatsoever had to be burnt, has been burnt.

Larkipora Village
Within the larger framework of the Khanabal army camp, 
the local SOG and the Ikhwan / MM forces are enclosed 
stories of individual villages and the violence inicted 
upon them by functionaries of this larger system. 
Larkipora village provides an illustrative example of this. 
The researches of this report carried out a brief survey of 
Larkipora to understand how the system worked in an 
individual unit: one single village. The similarity to the 
larger structures was striking. Like Islamabad town which 
had the army, SOG and the Ikhwan/MM with various 
camps in place, the structure in Larkipora was quite 
similar. The main army camp was in the center of 
Larkipora and an Ikhwan camp was located in a village 
close by called Sadoora. The Larkipora camp falls under 
the command of Khanabal army camp. The Ikhwan camp 
in Sadoora falls under the command of Larkipora camp.
Conversations in Larkipora led to a rough list of persons 
killed over the years, in the village. This list is produced 
below and gives some inkling of the intensity and nature of 
extreme voilence systematically meted out. it should be 
noted that this is not a full or comprehensive list.:
  Abdul Salaam Dar, Jamaal-ud-din, both resident 

of Larkipora and Abdul Rehman Bhat, resident of 
Fatehpur were killed by Ikhwan in March 1996. Abdul 
Salaam Dar and Jamaal-ud-din were members of 
Jamaat-e-Islami.   

  Mohammad Sha Wani, son of Abdul Majid Wani, 
resident of Larkipora. Used as a human shield and 
killed in ring by the army from Larkipora camp on 18 
May 2001. 

  Ghulam Nabi Rather, son of Ghulam Qadir 
Rather, resident of Bonpur, Larkipora was tortured to 
death. There was a crackdown by army personnel 
from outside Larkipora. This was in 1993/1994. The 
body of the victim was found in a well subsequently 
after about a week. The army was either Khundroo or 
Khanabal camp.

  Ghulam Hassan Malik, son of Sonaullah Malik, 
resident of Larkipora was killed in the rst crackdown 
of Larkipora by army. It was in probably in 1991. The 
crackdown was at night. He went outside his house to 
urinate and he was shot at.  

  Showkat Ahmad Khanday, son of Dilawar 
Khanday, originally resident of Larkipora, worked as a 
teacher in the Larkipora village and was killed. There 
was a crackdown in which 2-3 people were caught 
including the victim. It was a massive crackdown of 10-
15 villages. The other person killed was from Shivpora 
– Ghulam Hassan, a tongawala. This was in 1995. In 
this crackdown, Farooq Hajam, a militant with HM was 

also caught. He was kept tied to a Chinar tree. He had 
no weapons on him. He was then blown up. 

  Abdul Gani Sheikh, a teacher, resident of 
Dialgam and a Carpenter were both killed by army of 
the Larkipora camp and their heads were cut as well. 
They were afliated with Jamaat-e-Islami. This was 
maybe in 1992/1993. News of this killing created 
widespread fear and the Larkipora camp was widely 
known because of this. 

  Muzamil Rather [nicknamed Janak] was tortured 
again by Ikhwan of Sadoora camp and he died as a 
result of it subsequently. 

The Sadoora camp was established around 1995 and 
was there until 2003. It was based in the house of 
Mohammad Yousuf Baig, which was forcibly occupied. 
The camp commander, until he was killed in 2003, was 
Mohammad Abbas Mir, alias Colonel Jehangir. Ikhwan at 
Sadoora worked with the Larkipora camp. At the village 
the researchers were informed that prior to Ikhwan there 
was MM presence for a brief period. Mohammad Akbar 
Sheikh and his brother Abdul Rashid Sheikh from MM 
were active in the area. Mohammad Akbar Sheikh and his 
father were killed and then Abdul Rashid Sheikh left to join 
Naba Azad in Shehlipora. 
 The following is a list of the Ikhwan at Sadoora camp, 

as recalled by residents:
 Mohammad Abbas Mir, alias Colonel Jehangir, son of 

Mohammad Khazir Mir, resident of Sadoora. Killed.
  Jehangir Malik, son of Saidullah Malik. He is the 

only person of the Ikhwan in Sadoora who was 
previously a militant. He was with HM previously. Alive. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Beg, alias Sher Khan alias 
Manna Beg, resident of Sadoora. Alive. Presently in 
the Territorial army. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Mir, resident of Sadoora. Alive.
  Maqsood Ahmad Shah, resident of Sadoora. 

Alive.
  Ghulam Shah, resident of Sadoora. Alive.
  Imtiyaz Ahmad So, son of Ghulam Mohammad 

Shah, resident of Sadoora.
  Imtiyaz Kumar, son of Ghulam Mohammad 

Kumar, resident of Sadoora. He was tortured by HM 
militants. 

  Abdul Rashid Malik, son of Ghulam Ahmad Malik, 
resident of Sadoora. Dead. 

  Nisar Ahmad Mir, son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Mir, 
resident of Sadoora. Dead.

  Bashir Ahmad Mir, son of Ghulam Nabi Mir, 
resident of Sadoora. Dead

  Abdul Rashid Sheikh, resident of Sadoora. Alive.
  Manzoor Ahmad Beg, son of Jam Beg, resident of 

Sadoora. Alive.
  Mohammad Amin Beg, son of Gul Beg, resident 

of Sadoora. Dead
  Reyaz Ahmad Shah, resident of Sadoora. Alive. 

Presently in the Territorial army.
  Hilal Ahmad Mir, son of Gul Mohammad Mir, 

resident of Sadoora. Alive. Presently in the Territorial 
army.

 . Ashiq Hussain Mir, son of Ali Mohammad Mir, 
resident of Sadoora. Alive. Presently in the Territorial 
army. 

It was stated in the village that there were certain people 
from Sadoora who got employed in the Territorial army by 

claiming to be  ex-Ikhwanis when in fact they were never 
part of the Ikhwan. This was said to be the case with: 
Mohammad Abbas Mir, son of Ali Mohammad Mir [his 
brother Ashiq Hussain Mir was an Ikhwan], Mohammad 
Ashraf Mir, son of Abdul Aziz Mir, Ashiq Lone, son of 
Ghulam Mohammad Lone. 

A striking testimony during the visit to Larkipora was that 
of Bilal Ahmad Wani [Testimony no.39] who describes the 
killing of his brother and the modus operandi of the army 
[accompanied by Ikhwan] during an encounter:

My brother Mohammad Shafi Wani was used as human 
shield and killed. He was aged 22. This happened on 18 
May 2001.
He had finished tuitions and come home. He ate and was 
getting ready for Friday prayers. Meanwhile militants 
were caught in Kaba Marg, a near by village. He said he 
would go for prayers. My mother was worried because 
there was firing going on in Kaba Marg. There was also 
camp close by and she was worried that the camp 
personnel would come. But he went anyway and returned 
safely. Then he decided to go and hide in the fields as the 
other boys were doing. As he was going, additional forces 
were coming from the Larkipora camp. I was also with my 
brother when the army personnel came by and picked us 
both up. There was a Sardar Major. 36 RR was around 
those days. 
The encounter was going on along with Ikhwan from the 
Sadoora camp. Manzoor Kachru was one of the Ikhwani 
present. Also present were Abbas Kandroo [real name: 
Mohammad Abbas Sofi] who is now in Territorial Army, 
and Januk (Ikhwan Muzamil Rather) was also there. 
As I said, the army stopped us. They said if you run we will 
shoot. The following boys, besides my brother and me 
were picked up: Tariq Ahmad Rather, son of Mohammad 
Yousuf Rather, Bashir Ahmad Rather, son of Ghulam 
Hassan Rather, Reyaz Ahmad Rather, son of Mohammad 
Jabbar Rather. All of us were from Larkipora. I was 16 
years old then. 
We were taken to Kaba Marg in an army vehicle. There 
was a house there. They asked us to take some 
explosives and keep it there. Two of the boys managed to 
escape during this process. I went in and the militants said 
that if I was doing this under compulsion I should keep the 
explosives to one side. I did so. Then my brother was also 
forced by the army to go inside the house with the 
explosives. He went in and left the explosives, at the same 
moment  the militants ran. Then the army started 
shooting. My brother died in this process. The explosives 
also exploded. One army man died as he was shot by a 
dying militant under the rubble. In addition the following 
militants died: Ghulam Rasool Wani, resident of Gund, 
Mohammad Amin Gani, son of Ghulam Ahmad, resident 
of Verinag and Manzoor Ahmad Dar, son of Mohammad 
Sultan, resident of Nassu, Badragund. Even after my 
brother died they tried to give me another bomb to take 
inside. But my mother who had come, fought with them 
and she took the bomb away from me. The army people 
beat her and her left shoulder got injured.

The Camp Record
The Khanabal army camp, along with the other 
accompanying agencies and groups, perpetrated 
widespread and systematic violence across Islamabad. 
A general overview of the violence perpetrated within and 

because of the Khanabal army camp is perhaps best 
illustrated by the testimonials of workers at the Katoo 
market, in Harnag, which is just adjacent to the camp. 
They describe numerous instances of being picked up 
and tortured by personnel of the Khanabal camp. For 
example, in 1993, they state that shopkeepers, 
numbering close to 200, were picked up from around the 
camp, including from Katoo market, and taken to the 
camp and tortured. The RR was then stationed at the 
camp. This was done because a Brigadier had been killed 
in Bijbehara the previous day and the RR sought to 
retaliate. 
In another incident, the workers at the Katoo market recall 
the Fidayeen attack on 11 January 2000. Following this 
attack, for three years, the market was made to follow a 
timetable by the camp – opening hours were at 10:00 am 
and closing hours at 4:00 pm. No vehicles were allowed to 
stay there in the evenings. This particularly affected the 
business of the local community. The Ikhwan associated 
with the camp regularly harassed the shopkeepers. For 
example, they used to force them to shut their shops even 
when there was no call for a shutdown from the pro-
freedom parties such as the Hurriyat Conference. Further, 
they were regularly made to pay ransom / extortion money 
to the Ikhwan. 
In the case of Islamabad town, the heavy militarization – 
from Ikhwan, MM, BSF, CRPF and Police to the presence 
of the army, including at High Ground that overlooks the 
town – has led to numerous killings and other violations. 
While conducting our eld research in Islamabad town 
and adjoining areas the researchers came across the 
following cases of enforced disappearances, extra-
judicial executions, and torture. These cases are not a 
comprehensive listing of the cases of violations in the 
area. They represent only the very limited number of 
cases which were narrated to the researchers by the 
interviewees. The attempt of this report is not to produce a 
comprehensive list of crimes perpetrated by the 
structures of violence existing in the area. But to bring in 
focus the patterns, scale and structure of violence. These 
cases should be read along with the more detailed 
testimonies also provided in the Annexure to the section, 
(Annexure 1 ) and the detailed list of violations at 
Annexure 2.

Enforced Disappearences
The following persons have been subjected to enforced 
disappearance and the involvement of a unit/ofcer is as 
indicated below:
  Mushtaq Ahmad Shah alias Shahbaz, son of 

Ghulam Nabi Shah, resident of Nai Basti, was 
disappeared by the army in 1996. 

  Reyaz Ahmad Gilkar, son of Mohammad 
Subhan, resident of Dabrunna, Islamabad was 
disappeared on 25 April 1994 by army from Khanabal 
camp. 

  Nazir Ahmad Malik, son of Khalil Malik, resident 
of Khanabal, Islamabad, was disappeared in ending 
January 2003 by army.

  Mohammad Qasim Khan, aged 25, son of Sattar-
ud-Din Khan, resident of Cheglipora, Chattergul, 
Islamabad, was disappeared in 2003 by Major Pikel of 
7 RR. 

  Gulzar Ahmad Mir, son of Abdul Majeed Mir, 
resident of Bumthan Katran, Mir Bazaar, Islamabad, 
was disappeared on 2 June 1991 by army.
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money. Wajahat Habibullah was saying this too. I was 
there for 52 days. This was the same time as that of the 
abduction. This was counter-kidnapping by government. I 
knew that these were people from the administration.

The framework within which the forces viewed their 
retaliatory actions is brought out in the testimony of Bilal 
Ahmad Mir [Testimony no.20] where he recounts the 
killing of a father and son [the son being a militant]. The 
witness states:
I was present at the site of the encounter. Major Pama 
came and said whosoever had to die, has died and 
whatsoever had to be burnt, has been burnt.

Larkipora Village
Within the larger framework of the Khanabal army camp, 
the local SOG and the Ikhwan / MM forces are enclosed 
stories of individual villages and the violence inicted 
upon them by functionaries of this larger system. 
Larkipora village provides an illustrative example of this. 
The researches of this report carried out a brief survey of 
Larkipora to understand how the system worked in an 
individual unit: one single village. The similarity to the 
larger structures was striking. Like Islamabad town which 
had the army, SOG and the Ikhwan/MM with various 
camps in place, the structure in Larkipora was quite 
similar. The main army camp was in the center of 
Larkipora and an Ikhwan camp was located in a village 
close by called Sadoora. The Larkipora camp falls under 
the command of Khanabal army camp. The Ikhwan camp 
in Sadoora falls under the command of Larkipora camp.
Conversations in Larkipora led to a rough list of persons 
killed over the years, in the village. This list is produced 
below and gives some inkling of the intensity and nature of 
extreme voilence systematically meted out. it should be 
noted that this is not a full or comprehensive list.:
  Abdul Salaam Dar, Jamaal-ud-din, both resident 

of Larkipora and Abdul Rehman Bhat, resident of 
Fatehpur were killed by Ikhwan in March 1996. Abdul 
Salaam Dar and Jamaal-ud-din were members of 
Jamaat-e-Islami.   

  Mohammad Sha Wani, son of Abdul Majid Wani, 
resident of Larkipora. Used as a human shield and 
killed in ring by the army from Larkipora camp on 18 
May 2001. 

  Ghulam Nabi Rather, son of Ghulam Qadir 
Rather, resident of Bonpur, Larkipora was tortured to 
death. There was a crackdown by army personnel 
from outside Larkipora. This was in 1993/1994. The 
body of the victim was found in a well subsequently 
after about a week. The army was either Khundroo or 
Khanabal camp.

  Ghulam Hassan Malik, son of Sonaullah Malik, 
resident of Larkipora was killed in the rst crackdown 
of Larkipora by army. It was in probably in 1991. The 
crackdown was at night. He went outside his house to 
urinate and he was shot at.  

  Showkat Ahmad Khanday, son of Dilawar 
Khanday, originally resident of Larkipora, worked as a 
teacher in the Larkipora village and was killed. There 
was a crackdown in which 2-3 people were caught 
including the victim. It was a massive crackdown of 10-
15 villages. The other person killed was from Shivpora 
– Ghulam Hassan, a tongawala. This was in 1995. In 
this crackdown, Farooq Hajam, a militant with HM was 

also caught. He was kept tied to a Chinar tree. He had 
no weapons on him. He was then blown up. 

  Abdul Gani Sheikh, a teacher, resident of 
Dialgam and a Carpenter were both killed by army of 
the Larkipora camp and their heads were cut as well. 
They were afliated with Jamaat-e-Islami. This was 
maybe in 1992/1993. News of this killing created 
widespread fear and the Larkipora camp was widely 
known because of this. 

  Muzamil Rather [nicknamed Janak] was tortured 
again by Ikhwan of Sadoora camp and he died as a 
result of it subsequently. 

The Sadoora camp was established around 1995 and 
was there until 2003. It was based in the house of 
Mohammad Yousuf Baig, which was forcibly occupied. 
The camp commander, until he was killed in 2003, was 
Mohammad Abbas Mir, alias Colonel Jehangir. Ikhwan at 
Sadoora worked with the Larkipora camp. At the village 
the researchers were informed that prior to Ikhwan there 
was MM presence for a brief period. Mohammad Akbar 
Sheikh and his brother Abdul Rashid Sheikh from MM 
were active in the area. Mohammad Akbar Sheikh and his 
father were killed and then Abdul Rashid Sheikh left to join 
Naba Azad in Shehlipora. 
 The following is a list of the Ikhwan at Sadoora camp, 

as recalled by residents:
 Mohammad Abbas Mir, alias Colonel Jehangir, son of 

Mohammad Khazir Mir, resident of Sadoora. Killed.
  Jehangir Malik, son of Saidullah Malik. He is the 

only person of the Ikhwan in Sadoora who was 
previously a militant. He was with HM previously. Alive. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Beg, alias Sher Khan alias 
Manna Beg, resident of Sadoora. Alive. Presently in 
the Territorial army. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Mir, resident of Sadoora. Alive.
  Maqsood Ahmad Shah, resident of Sadoora. 

Alive.
  Ghulam Shah, resident of Sadoora. Alive.
  Imtiyaz Ahmad So, son of Ghulam Mohammad 

Shah, resident of Sadoora.
  Imtiyaz Kumar, son of Ghulam Mohammad 

Kumar, resident of Sadoora. He was tortured by HM 
militants. 

  Abdul Rashid Malik, son of Ghulam Ahmad Malik, 
resident of Sadoora. Dead. 

  Nisar Ahmad Mir, son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Mir, 
resident of Sadoora. Dead.

  Bashir Ahmad Mir, son of Ghulam Nabi Mir, 
resident of Sadoora. Dead

  Abdul Rashid Sheikh, resident of Sadoora. Alive.
  Manzoor Ahmad Beg, son of Jam Beg, resident of 

Sadoora. Alive.
  Mohammad Amin Beg, son of Gul Beg, resident 

of Sadoora. Dead
  Reyaz Ahmad Shah, resident of Sadoora. Alive. 

Presently in the Territorial army.
  Hilal Ahmad Mir, son of Gul Mohammad Mir, 

resident of Sadoora. Alive. Presently in the Territorial 
army.

 . Ashiq Hussain Mir, son of Ali Mohammad Mir, 
resident of Sadoora. Alive. Presently in the Territorial 
army. 

It was stated in the village that there were certain people 
from Sadoora who got employed in the Territorial army by 

claiming to be  ex-Ikhwanis when in fact they were never 
part of the Ikhwan. This was said to be the case with: 
Mohammad Abbas Mir, son of Ali Mohammad Mir [his 
brother Ashiq Hussain Mir was an Ikhwan], Mohammad 
Ashraf Mir, son of Abdul Aziz Mir, Ashiq Lone, son of 
Ghulam Mohammad Lone. 

A striking testimony during the visit to Larkipora was that 
of Bilal Ahmad Wani [Testimony no.39] who describes the 
killing of his brother and the modus operandi of the army 
[accompanied by Ikhwan] during an encounter:

My brother Mohammad Shafi Wani was used as human 
shield and killed. He was aged 22. This happened on 18 
May 2001.
He had finished tuitions and come home. He ate and was 
getting ready for Friday prayers. Meanwhile militants 
were caught in Kaba Marg, a near by village. He said he 
would go for prayers. My mother was worried because 
there was firing going on in Kaba Marg. There was also 
camp close by and she was worried that the camp 
personnel would come. But he went anyway and returned 
safely. Then he decided to go and hide in the fields as the 
other boys were doing. As he was going, additional forces 
were coming from the Larkipora camp. I was also with my 
brother when the army personnel came by and picked us 
both up. There was a Sardar Major. 36 RR was around 
those days. 
The encounter was going on along with Ikhwan from the 
Sadoora camp. Manzoor Kachru was one of the Ikhwani 
present. Also present were Abbas Kandroo [real name: 
Mohammad Abbas Sofi] who is now in Territorial Army, 
and Januk (Ikhwan Muzamil Rather) was also there. 
As I said, the army stopped us. They said if you run we will 
shoot. The following boys, besides my brother and me 
were picked up: Tariq Ahmad Rather, son of Mohammad 
Yousuf Rather, Bashir Ahmad Rather, son of Ghulam 
Hassan Rather, Reyaz Ahmad Rather, son of Mohammad 
Jabbar Rather. All of us were from Larkipora. I was 16 
years old then. 
We were taken to Kaba Marg in an army vehicle. There 
was a house there. They asked us to take some 
explosives and keep it there. Two of the boys managed to 
escape during this process. I went in and the militants said 
that if I was doing this under compulsion I should keep the 
explosives to one side. I did so. Then my brother was also 
forced by the army to go inside the house with the 
explosives. He went in and left the explosives, at the same 
moment  the militants ran. Then the army started 
shooting. My brother died in this process. The explosives 
also exploded. One army man died as he was shot by a 
dying militant under the rubble. In addition the following 
militants died: Ghulam Rasool Wani, resident of Gund, 
Mohammad Amin Gani, son of Ghulam Ahmad, resident 
of Verinag and Manzoor Ahmad Dar, son of Mohammad 
Sultan, resident of Nassu, Badragund. Even after my 
brother died they tried to give me another bomb to take 
inside. But my mother who had come, fought with them 
and she took the bomb away from me. The army people 
beat her and her left shoulder got injured.

The Camp Record
The Khanabal army camp, along with the other 
accompanying agencies and groups, perpetrated 
widespread and systematic violence across Islamabad. 
A general overview of the violence perpetrated within and 

because of the Khanabal army camp is perhaps best 
illustrated by the testimonials of workers at the Katoo 
market, in Harnag, which is just adjacent to the camp. 
They describe numerous instances of being picked up 
and tortured by personnel of the Khanabal camp. For 
example, in 1993, they state that shopkeepers, 
numbering close to 200, were picked up from around the 
camp, including from Katoo market, and taken to the 
camp and tortured. The RR was then stationed at the 
camp. This was done because a Brigadier had been killed 
in Bijbehara the previous day and the RR sought to 
retaliate. 
In another incident, the workers at the Katoo market recall 
the Fidayeen attack on 11 January 2000. Following this 
attack, for three years, the market was made to follow a 
timetable by the camp – opening hours were at 10:00 am 
and closing hours at 4:00 pm. No vehicles were allowed to 
stay there in the evenings. This particularly affected the 
business of the local community. The Ikhwan associated 
with the camp regularly harassed the shopkeepers. For 
example, they used to force them to shut their shops even 
when there was no call for a shutdown from the pro-
freedom parties such as the Hurriyat Conference. Further, 
they were regularly made to pay ransom / extortion money 
to the Ikhwan. 
In the case of Islamabad town, the heavy militarization – 
from Ikhwan, MM, BSF, CRPF and Police to the presence 
of the army, including at High Ground that overlooks the 
town – has led to numerous killings and other violations. 
While conducting our eld research in Islamabad town 
and adjoining areas the researchers came across the 
following cases of enforced disappearances, extra-
judicial executions, and torture. These cases are not a 
comprehensive listing of the cases of violations in the 
area. They represent only the very limited number of 
cases which were narrated to the researchers by the 
interviewees. The attempt of this report is not to produce a 
comprehensive list of crimes perpetrated by the 
structures of violence existing in the area. But to bring in 
focus the patterns, scale and structure of violence. These 
cases should be read along with the more detailed 
testimonies also provided in the Annexure to the section, 
(Annexure 1 ) and the detailed list of violations at 
Annexure 2.

Enforced Disappearences
The following persons have been subjected to enforced 
disappearance and the involvement of a unit/ofcer is as 
indicated below:
  Mushtaq Ahmad Shah alias Shahbaz, son of 

Ghulam Nabi Shah, resident of Nai Basti, was 
disappeared by the army in 1996. 

  Reyaz Ahmad Gilkar, son of Mohammad 
Subhan, resident of Dabrunna, Islamabad was 
disappeared on 25 April 1994 by army from Khanabal 
camp. 

  Nazir Ahmad Malik, son of Khalil Malik, resident 
of Khanabal, Islamabad, was disappeared in ending 
January 2003 by army.

  Mohammad Qasim Khan, aged 25, son of Sattar-
ud-Din Khan, resident of Cheglipora, Chattergul, 
Islamabad, was disappeared in 2003 by Major Pikel of 
7 RR. 

  Gulzar Ahmad Mir, son of Abdul Majeed Mir, 
resident of Bumthan Katran, Mir Bazaar, Islamabad, 
was disappeared on 2 June 1991 by army.
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  Mohammad Ramzan Mir, son of Ghulam Rasool 
Mir,  resident of  Kadipora,  Is lamabad, was 
disappeared on 14 December 1990 by BSF.    

Killings
The following persons were killed and the involvement of 
a unit/ofcer is as indicated below:
  Farooq Ahmad So, who worked at a shop near 

the Pyarelal Handoo CRPF camp, was killed after 
being red upon by CRPF personnel.  

  Hilal Ahmad Nasti, son of Ali Mohammad Nasti, 
resident of Mohalla Syed, Kadipora, Islamabad, 
Mohammad Ramzan, resident of Siligam, Ghulam 
Qadir Bhat, resident of Hutmara, Islamabad and 
Farooq Ahmad Wani alias Masali, resident of 
Panzmulla, Islamabad were killed in 1995 by army 
from Aishmuqam camp. 

  Ishtiyaq Ahmad Khanday, son of Ghulam Ahmad 
Khanday, resident of S.K.Colony, Islamabad, Imtiaz 
Ahmad Itoo, son of Abdul Ahad Itoo, resident of 
Watergam, Dialgam, Islamabad, Sujaat-ul-Islam Bhat 
(Baba) son of Mohammad Ashraf Baba, resident of 
Anchidora, Azadpora, Islamabad were killed on 29 
June 2010 by Jammu and Kashmir police. 

  Noor-ul-Amin Wani (Buhroo), aged 20-22, 
resident of Ashajipora, Moominabad was shot at and 
killed by army personnel from the High Ground camp. 
This incident took place in 1994-1995. 

  Hilal Ahmad Nanwai, son of Kuli Nanwai, resident 
of Kadipora was picked up from his residence and 
killed by BSF Andernag Camp. The victim was 
associated with Hezbulla but was unarmed. The ofcer 
in charge of the BSF Andernag camp was called 
“Naga” and he was a three star ofcer.

  Four persons, resident of Ashajipora, including 
Farooq Ahmad Reshi, were picked up in a crackdown 
and killed in a staged encounter by the army. 

  Zahoor Ahmad Wagay, resident of Kadipora, 
Mohammad Syed Najar, resident of Sarnal Payeen 
and Jan Mohammad So, resident of Sarnal were 
arrested in Pathribal, Shangus and killed in Ranipora, 
Shangus. In addition to the army, Tahir Fuf and Liyaqat 
Ali Khan are alleged to have been involved in this 
crime. 

  Ruheel Bhat, 15 years old, son of Ghulam 
Mohammad Bhat, resident of Islamabad was killed on 
27 October 1990 by the CRPF. 

  Riyaz Ahmad Wagay, a tonga driver, a close 
associate of Sajad Kanue [commander of the original 
Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen] was killed at his home for just 
being an acquaintance of Sajad Kanue. 

  Ishtiyaq Ahmad Shah alias Darling, son of 
Mohammad Iqbal Shah, resident of Moominabad and 
Ghulam Nabi Lone were killed by RR personnel of the 
army on 7 September 1994. 

  An unidentied boy was killed by Ikhwan for 
putting up posters of HM in Mattan chowk. 

  Haseena, wife of Mushtaq Ahmad was shot by 
BSF from the camp next to the Saddar police station. 

  Sameer Khan's mother was shot by a mortar shell 
red from the High Ground camp in 1993. 

  Aijaz Ahmad So, son of Abdullah So, was killed 
by a mortar shell red from the High Ground camp.

  Maroof Ahmad Nath alias Raju Nath, son of 
Mukhtar Ahmad Nath, resident of Nathpora, Khanabal 

and Bilal Ahmad Najar, son of Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Najar, resident Nanda Bazaar, Khanabal and Noor-
Amin Dagga, son of Mohammad Amin Dagga, resident 
of Nai Basti, near Masjid Noor, Khanabal were killed by 
CRPF and police in 2010. 

  Showkat Ahmad Bhat, resident of Sarnal was 
killed by SOG in Brakpora, Islamabad in 2004. He had 
shortly before his death joined HM. 

  Sartaj, a Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen militant, and 
Showkat, a HM militant of Dabran, were pressurized 
several times for their involvement in militancy. 
Brothers of both of them were killed by Ikhwan in 
Qazibagh, Islamabad town in 1997. Army of High 
Ground camp was also said to be involved in the killing 
of the brothers. 

  Mohammad Ashraf Baba, who was running a 
Darsgah [Quran school], was killed by Ikhwan in 1996. 

  Mohammad Ibrahim Hakeem was killed probably 
by Ikhwan.

  Sajad Ahmad Najar, alias Babloo, resident of 
Dangerpora, was an overground worker of HM but was 
unarmed. In 1997/1998, the Ikhwan and army picked 
him up from home and killed him. His brother Ghulam 
Rasool Afghani was also associated with Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen.

  Rais Ahmad Dar, aged 17, joined HM in 1997, 
and was killed in 1998 in a fake encounter in Dialgam.

  Abbas Bengali is said to have been killed by Tahir 
because it is alleged he used to work for Ikhwan and 
militants.

  Mohammad Yousuf Padder, resident of Nunwan 
was picked up and killed by army. He was a prominent 
Jamaat-e-Islami worker. 

  Mohammad Munaf Beg, son of Ghulam 
Mohammad Beg, resident of Mehman Mohalla, 
Islamabad, was teacher at Hana college. On 28 
September 1989, he was killed along with Shahjee, a 
salesman, and Ghulam Mohammad Misgar, both 
residents of Islamabad by the police. 

  In August 1994, three persons were killed by 
army ring in Khanabal. Showkat Ahmad Baig, 
resident of Khanabal, states that there was a tyre 
burst. There was then ring by the army in reaction 
which resulted in the death of three persons. One 
person was from Bijbehara. The other was named 
Manzoor, and he was resident of Laran.

  CMO Dr. Mehmood, resident of Bakshiabad 
[migrated from Dialgam] and was abducted and killed 
in 1995 by Ikhwan, particularly Seth Gujjar, apparently 
because of being from Jamaat-e-Islami background.

  Khalid Mehmood, aged 32/33, son of Dr. 
Mehmood, resident of Bakshiabad, died at his 
residence following torture and lack of any treatment at 
the army camp. He died soon after his release. He had 
been recently married. 

  Gul Mohammad Dar, resident of Brakpora, was a 
grassroots worker of Jamaat-e-Islami, and he was 
killed by army in custody in 1996/1997.  

  Nisar, resident of Verinag, was picked up and 
killed after torture by the army in 1992.  

  Abdul Razak Mir [Bachroo], ex-MLA and Jamaat-
e-Islami leader, resident of Bachroo, Kulgam was 
killed by Ikhwan, accompanied by army, in 1997/1998.

  Ghulam Nabi Bhat, prominent Jamaat-e-Islami 
worker, resident of Nunwan, was killed by army in 

1995. He was running many Darsghahs [Quran 
schools] and he was a preacher at Jamia Masjid, 
Mattan chowk. This Masjid is close to the Kadipora 
Ikhwan headquarters. 

  Showkat Ahmad Bhat, son of Ghulam Qadir Bhat, 
resident of Sarnal Payeen, Chiken Mohalla, 
Islamabad, was killed on 5 August 2007. Witnesses 
state that he was killed by the police. Prior to his death 
he was tortured on numerous occasions by the 
Ikhwan, police and other forces.  

  Bilal Ahmad Khan and his father Mohammad 
Yaqub Khan, resident of Hazratbal, Islamabad, were 
killed by the army in September 1994. Bilal Ahmad 
Khan was a militant and was killed in action whereas 
his father was killed while the army was trying to 
retrieve information from him regarding his son. 

  Dr. Tak, father of Dr. Shahid Tak, resident of 
Bijbehara, was killed by Ikhwan. His wife used to run a 
Darsgah [Quran school] and she was from Jamaat-e-
Islami family. 

  Mohammad Iqbal Wani, shopkeeper at Cheeni 
chowk, resident of Anchidora, once had an argument 
with Tahir, which resulted in his killing by Tahir. 

  Sheikh Mohammad Ayub, resident of Chee, 
Islamabad, was a Jamaat-e-Islami worker and was 
picked up in 1995 from Raj Bagh by the State forces 
and killed in custody.

  Tariq Ahmad Munjkhal was killed by the CRPF 
while he was part of a procession. 

  Showkat Shardar, resident of Kadipora, was 
associated with Peoples League. He was killed by the 
Ikhwan on 28 July 1995. 

  Musaib [Code name], resident of Sarnal, 
Islamabad, was with HM, but in hiding in Srinagar. He 
was picked up and killed in custody in 1995. 

  Bashir Ahmad Shikari, a worker of Muslim 
Conference led by Professor Abdul Gani Bhat, was 
apparently killed by HM. 

  Javed Ahmad Kotwal alias Javed Danny, was 
shot and killed in a scufe with Babloo from Ikhwan 
and Sartaj from Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen.

  Ghulam Mohammad Shah,  res ident  o f 
Islamabad town, and father of prominent Hurriyat 
leader Shabir Ahmad Shah's father was killed by the 
police as a result of custodial torture. 

  Mohammad Yousuf So and Ghulam Nabi So, 
were bakers, residents of Achabal, and were killed by 
Ghulam Nabi Azad as their brother, who was later 
arrested, Ghulam Mohammad So, was with the 
Jamaat-e-Islami. 

  Abdul Rashid Mir, resident of Brakpora, 
Islamabad. He was a prominent grass root worker of 
Jamaat-e-Islami and he was killed in custody by the 
army in 1996/1997.  

  Nazeer A. Sheikh, aged 18, an auto driver from 
Brakpora was dragged by a vehicle in Achabal by MM 
and killed in 1995. 

Torture
Instances of torture, injuries or molestation, are 
widespread across most localities. The following persons 
were tortured or injured in Islamabad town and 
surrounding areas:
  Fayaz Ahmad Wani, son of Late Abdul Rashid 

Wani, Resident of Malakhnagh, Islamabad was 

tortured by Tahir and the BSF. 
  Reyaz Ahmad Khan, resident of Kadipora, 

Islamabad, was picked up on 8 July 1995 and then 
tortured by Pin Jinn, from MM, under the control of 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, and he was also tortured by army 
personnel. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Wani, son of Mohammad 
Abdullah Wani, resident of Bumthan, Mir Bazaar, 
Islamabad District was shot at by personnel of the 
Larkipora camp on 10 December 2006.

  Ishfaq Ahmad Kotwal, aged 32, son of 
Mohammad Raq Kotwal, resident of Moominabad, 
Islamabad, was tortured, shot at and brutalized on 
various occasions by State forces including the army. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, son of Abdul Rashid Bhat, 
resident of Sarnal, Islamabad was tortured by the SOG 
in 2004. 

  Mudasir Rashid Magray, a carpenter and resident 
of Islamabad, was tortured by Ramesh of 1 RR.

   Javaid Ahmad Raja, shopkeeper and resident of 
Cheeni Chowk, Islamabad was tortured by Ikhwan and 
army.

  Aadil Hussain Teeli, was a student resident of 
Iqbal Mohalla, Bijbehara and was tortured at JIC 
Islamabad and SICOP Bijbehara.

  Shuja Hussain Raqui, son of Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Raqui, resident of Bakshiabad, Islamabad, was 
tortured by the army personnel of 4 RR, High Ground 
camp on 4 January 1993. 

  Nazir Ahmad Zargar, aged 40, son of Bashir 
Ahmad Zargar, resident of Dangerpora, Mattan 
Chowk, Islamabad, was tortured in 1993 by RR 
personnel from the Khanabal army camp. 

  Mohammad Sha Ahanger, son of Ghulam Nabi 
Ahanger, resident of Reshi Bazaar, Islamabad, and 
others were tortured by RR personnel of Khanabal 
army camp in January 1993.  

  Altaf Hussain Shah (Baba) and his father 
Mohammad Yousuf Shah were both tortured by the 
Ikhwan and other forces in the early 1990's.

  Showkat Ahmad Wagay, a shopkeeper and 
Resident of Khanabal, Islamabad, was tortured by 
Tahir and others. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, aged 32, an auto driver, 
resident of Gulshanabad, Islamabad was tortured by 
the SOG.

  Abdul Hameed Dar, working as a labourer and 
resident of Islamabad was tortured by SI Ramesh of 
the SOG. 

  Firdous Ahmad Wagay was injured by Ofcer 
Rani of CRPF on 14 September 2010.

  Ghulam Mohammad Guroo, a Nat ional 
Conference supporter, was picked up in a crackdown 
by the RR, taken to their camp at and then to JIC 
Khanabal. He was also kept at SICOP, Bijbehara by 
BSF for thirty days. This happened in 1999 or 2000. 

  Mohammad Ukash, resident of Sagam, 
Kokernag was tortured at JIC Khanabal. 

  Arshid Sultan Bhat, was tortured ve to six times 
between 1995 and 2004 by the Ikhwan. 

  Mass torture took place towards the end of 1996, 
after a government transport vehicle burst near the 
gate of the army camp. Five to six days later, the army 
personnel of RR came and took people from the Katoo 
market and beat them. Around 150 people were also 
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  Mohammad Ramzan Mir, son of Ghulam Rasool 
Mir,  resident of  Kadipora,  Is lamabad, was 
disappeared on 14 December 1990 by BSF.    

Killings
The following persons were killed and the involvement of 
a unit/ofcer is as indicated below:
  Farooq Ahmad So, who worked at a shop near 

the Pyarelal Handoo CRPF camp, was killed after 
being red upon by CRPF personnel.  

  Hilal Ahmad Nasti, son of Ali Mohammad Nasti, 
resident of Mohalla Syed, Kadipora, Islamabad, 
Mohammad Ramzan, resident of Siligam, Ghulam 
Qadir Bhat, resident of Hutmara, Islamabad and 
Farooq Ahmad Wani alias Masali, resident of 
Panzmulla, Islamabad were killed in 1995 by army 
from Aishmuqam camp. 

  Ishtiyaq Ahmad Khanday, son of Ghulam Ahmad 
Khanday, resident of S.K.Colony, Islamabad, Imtiaz 
Ahmad Itoo, son of Abdul Ahad Itoo, resident of 
Watergam, Dialgam, Islamabad, Sujaat-ul-Islam Bhat 
(Baba) son of Mohammad Ashraf Baba, resident of 
Anchidora, Azadpora, Islamabad were killed on 29 
June 2010 by Jammu and Kashmir police. 

  Noor-ul-Amin Wani (Buhroo), aged 20-22, 
resident of Ashajipora, Moominabad was shot at and 
killed by army personnel from the High Ground camp. 
This incident took place in 1994-1995. 

  Hilal Ahmad Nanwai, son of Kuli Nanwai, resident 
of Kadipora was picked up from his residence and 
killed by BSF Andernag Camp. The victim was 
associated with Hezbulla but was unarmed. The ofcer 
in charge of the BSF Andernag camp was called 
“Naga” and he was a three star ofcer.

  Four persons, resident of Ashajipora, including 
Farooq Ahmad Reshi, were picked up in a crackdown 
and killed in a staged encounter by the army. 

  Zahoor Ahmad Wagay, resident of Kadipora, 
Mohammad Syed Najar, resident of Sarnal Payeen 
and Jan Mohammad So, resident of Sarnal were 
arrested in Pathribal, Shangus and killed in Ranipora, 
Shangus. In addition to the army, Tahir Fuf and Liyaqat 
Ali Khan are alleged to have been involved in this 
crime. 

  Ruheel Bhat, 15 years old, son of Ghulam 
Mohammad Bhat, resident of Islamabad was killed on 
27 October 1990 by the CRPF. 

  Riyaz Ahmad Wagay, a tonga driver, a close 
associate of Sajad Kanue [commander of the original 
Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen] was killed at his home for just 
being an acquaintance of Sajad Kanue. 

  Ishtiyaq Ahmad Shah alias Darling, son of 
Mohammad Iqbal Shah, resident of Moominabad and 
Ghulam Nabi Lone were killed by RR personnel of the 
army on 7 September 1994. 

  An unidentied boy was killed by Ikhwan for 
putting up posters of HM in Mattan chowk. 

  Haseena, wife of Mushtaq Ahmad was shot by 
BSF from the camp next to the Saddar police station. 

  Sameer Khan's mother was shot by a mortar shell 
red from the High Ground camp in 1993. 

  Aijaz Ahmad So, son of Abdullah So, was killed 
by a mortar shell red from the High Ground camp.

  Maroof Ahmad Nath alias Raju Nath, son of 
Mukhtar Ahmad Nath, resident of Nathpora, Khanabal 

and Bilal Ahmad Najar, son of Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Najar, resident Nanda Bazaar, Khanabal and Noor-
Amin Dagga, son of Mohammad Amin Dagga, resident 
of Nai Basti, near Masjid Noor, Khanabal were killed by 
CRPF and police in 2010. 

  Showkat Ahmad Bhat, resident of Sarnal was 
killed by SOG in Brakpora, Islamabad in 2004. He had 
shortly before his death joined HM. 

  Sartaj, a Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen militant, and 
Showkat, a HM militant of Dabran, were pressurized 
several times for their involvement in militancy. 
Brothers of both of them were killed by Ikhwan in 
Qazibagh, Islamabad town in 1997. Army of High 
Ground camp was also said to be involved in the killing 
of the brothers. 

  Mohammad Ashraf Baba, who was running a 
Darsgah [Quran school], was killed by Ikhwan in 1996. 

  Mohammad Ibrahim Hakeem was killed probably 
by Ikhwan.

  Sajad Ahmad Najar, alias Babloo, resident of 
Dangerpora, was an overground worker of HM but was 
unarmed. In 1997/1998, the Ikhwan and army picked 
him up from home and killed him. His brother Ghulam 
Rasool Afghani was also associated with Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen.

  Rais Ahmad Dar, aged 17, joined HM in 1997, 
and was killed in 1998 in a fake encounter in Dialgam.

  Abbas Bengali is said to have been killed by Tahir 
because it is alleged he used to work for Ikhwan and 
militants.

  Mohammad Yousuf Padder, resident of Nunwan 
was picked up and killed by army. He was a prominent 
Jamaat-e-Islami worker. 

  Mohammad Munaf Beg, son of Ghulam 
Mohammad Beg, resident of Mehman Mohalla, 
Islamabad, was teacher at Hana college. On 28 
September 1989, he was killed along with Shahjee, a 
salesman, and Ghulam Mohammad Misgar, both 
residents of Islamabad by the police. 

  In August 1994, three persons were killed by 
army ring in Khanabal. Showkat Ahmad Baig, 
resident of Khanabal, states that there was a tyre 
burst. There was then ring by the army in reaction 
which resulted in the death of three persons. One 
person was from Bijbehara. The other was named 
Manzoor, and he was resident of Laran.

  CMO Dr. Mehmood, resident of Bakshiabad 
[migrated from Dialgam] and was abducted and killed 
in 1995 by Ikhwan, particularly Seth Gujjar, apparently 
because of being from Jamaat-e-Islami background.

  Khalid Mehmood, aged 32/33, son of Dr. 
Mehmood, resident of Bakshiabad, died at his 
residence following torture and lack of any treatment at 
the army camp. He died soon after his release. He had 
been recently married. 

  Gul Mohammad Dar, resident of Brakpora, was a 
grassroots worker of Jamaat-e-Islami, and he was 
killed by army in custody in 1996/1997.  

  Nisar, resident of Verinag, was picked up and 
killed after torture by the army in 1992.  

  Abdul Razak Mir [Bachroo], ex-MLA and Jamaat-
e-Islami leader, resident of Bachroo, Kulgam was 
killed by Ikhwan, accompanied by army, in 1997/1998.

  Ghulam Nabi Bhat, prominent Jamaat-e-Islami 
worker, resident of Nunwan, was killed by army in 

1995. He was running many Darsghahs [Quran 
schools] and he was a preacher at Jamia Masjid, 
Mattan chowk. This Masjid is close to the Kadipora 
Ikhwan headquarters. 

  Showkat Ahmad Bhat, son of Ghulam Qadir Bhat, 
resident of Sarnal Payeen, Chiken Mohalla, 
Islamabad, was killed on 5 August 2007. Witnesses 
state that he was killed by the police. Prior to his death 
he was tortured on numerous occasions by the 
Ikhwan, police and other forces.  

  Bilal Ahmad Khan and his father Mohammad 
Yaqub Khan, resident of Hazratbal, Islamabad, were 
killed by the army in September 1994. Bilal Ahmad 
Khan was a militant and was killed in action whereas 
his father was killed while the army was trying to 
retrieve information from him regarding his son. 

  Dr. Tak, father of Dr. Shahid Tak, resident of 
Bijbehara, was killed by Ikhwan. His wife used to run a 
Darsgah [Quran school] and she was from Jamaat-e-
Islami family. 

  Mohammad Iqbal Wani, shopkeeper at Cheeni 
chowk, resident of Anchidora, once had an argument 
with Tahir, which resulted in his killing by Tahir. 

  Sheikh Mohammad Ayub, resident of Chee, 
Islamabad, was a Jamaat-e-Islami worker and was 
picked up in 1995 from Raj Bagh by the State forces 
and killed in custody.

  Tariq Ahmad Munjkhal was killed by the CRPF 
while he was part of a procession. 

  Showkat Shardar, resident of Kadipora, was 
associated with Peoples League. He was killed by the 
Ikhwan on 28 July 1995. 

  Musaib [Code name], resident of Sarnal, 
Islamabad, was with HM, but in hiding in Srinagar. He 
was picked up and killed in custody in 1995. 

  Bashir Ahmad Shikari, a worker of Muslim 
Conference led by Professor Abdul Gani Bhat, was 
apparently killed by HM. 

  Javed Ahmad Kotwal alias Javed Danny, was 
shot and killed in a scufe with Babloo from Ikhwan 
and Sartaj from Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen.

  Ghulam Mohammad Shah,  res ident  o f 
Islamabad town, and father of prominent Hurriyat 
leader Shabir Ahmad Shah's father was killed by the 
police as a result of custodial torture. 

  Mohammad Yousuf So and Ghulam Nabi So, 
were bakers, residents of Achabal, and were killed by 
Ghulam Nabi Azad as their brother, who was later 
arrested, Ghulam Mohammad So, was with the 
Jamaat-e-Islami. 

  Abdul Rashid Mir, resident of Brakpora, 
Islamabad. He was a prominent grass root worker of 
Jamaat-e-Islami and he was killed in custody by the 
army in 1996/1997.  

  Nazeer A. Sheikh, aged 18, an auto driver from 
Brakpora was dragged by a vehicle in Achabal by MM 
and killed in 1995. 

Torture
Instances of torture, injuries or molestation, are 
widespread across most localities. The following persons 
were tortured or injured in Islamabad town and 
surrounding areas:
  Fayaz Ahmad Wani, son of Late Abdul Rashid 

Wani, Resident of Malakhnagh, Islamabad was 

tortured by Tahir and the BSF. 
  Reyaz Ahmad Khan, resident of Kadipora, 

Islamabad, was picked up on 8 July 1995 and then 
tortured by Pin Jinn, from MM, under the control of 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, and he was also tortured by army 
personnel. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Wani, son of Mohammad 
Abdullah Wani, resident of Bumthan, Mir Bazaar, 
Islamabad District was shot at by personnel of the 
Larkipora camp on 10 December 2006.

  Ishfaq Ahmad Kotwal, aged 32, son of 
Mohammad Raq Kotwal, resident of Moominabad, 
Islamabad, was tortured, shot at and brutalized on 
various occasions by State forces including the army. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, son of Abdul Rashid Bhat, 
resident of Sarnal, Islamabad was tortured by the SOG 
in 2004. 

  Mudasir Rashid Magray, a carpenter and resident 
of Islamabad, was tortured by Ramesh of 1 RR.

   Javaid Ahmad Raja, shopkeeper and resident of 
Cheeni Chowk, Islamabad was tortured by Ikhwan and 
army.

  Aadil Hussain Teeli, was a student resident of 
Iqbal Mohalla, Bijbehara and was tortured at JIC 
Islamabad and SICOP Bijbehara.

  Shuja Hussain Raqui, son of Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Raqui, resident of Bakshiabad, Islamabad, was 
tortured by the army personnel of 4 RR, High Ground 
camp on 4 January 1993. 

  Nazir Ahmad Zargar, aged 40, son of Bashir 
Ahmad Zargar, resident of Dangerpora, Mattan 
Chowk, Islamabad, was tortured in 1993 by RR 
personnel from the Khanabal army camp. 

  Mohammad Sha Ahanger, son of Ghulam Nabi 
Ahanger, resident of Reshi Bazaar, Islamabad, and 
others were tortured by RR personnel of Khanabal 
army camp in January 1993.  

  Altaf Hussain Shah (Baba) and his father 
Mohammad Yousuf Shah were both tortured by the 
Ikhwan and other forces in the early 1990's.

  Showkat Ahmad Wagay, a shopkeeper and 
Resident of Khanabal, Islamabad, was tortured by 
Tahir and others. 

  Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, aged 32, an auto driver, 
resident of Gulshanabad, Islamabad was tortured by 
the SOG.

  Abdul Hameed Dar, working as a labourer and 
resident of Islamabad was tortured by SI Ramesh of 
the SOG. 

  Firdous Ahmad Wagay was injured by Ofcer 
Rani of CRPF on 14 September 2010.

  Ghulam Mohammad Guroo, a Nat ional 
Conference supporter, was picked up in a crackdown 
by the RR, taken to their camp at and then to JIC 
Khanabal. He was also kept at SICOP, Bijbehara by 
BSF for thirty days. This happened in 1999 or 2000. 

  Mohammad Ukash, resident of Sagam, 
Kokernag was tortured at JIC Khanabal. 

  Arshid Sultan Bhat, was tortured ve to six times 
between 1995 and 2004 by the Ikhwan. 

  Mass torture took place towards the end of 1996, 
after a government transport vehicle burst near the 
gate of the army camp. Five to six days later, the army 
personnel of RR came and took people from the Katoo 
market and beat them. Around 150 people were also 
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detained. They were beaten in groups of four. 
  Ali Mohammad Ahangar, aged 80, a teacher by 

profession was beaten by the Ikhwan. Main accused in 
this torture was a person nicknamed “Makaya Haput”, 
resident of Aishmuqam who was subsequently killed. 

  Adil Guroo was tortured by Mohammad Rahi 
Gad, an Ikhwan. He was tortured on 8 April 2004. Adil 
Guroo was a ninth standard student who spoke to his 
friend Samia on the death of his relative. Rahi Gad 
overheard Adil Guroo mention this to someone else, 
and as Samia was also the name of his wife, he picked 
him up and tortured him. Rs. 40,000 was paid for his 
release. 

  Abid Hussain Wagay, aged 27 years, son of 
Ghulam Hassan Wagay, resident of Ashajipora was 
tortured by the SOG. Abid was picked up several times 
by SOG from JIC Khanabal and tortured. He was 
alleged to be a militant but he was set free after no 
evidence was found against him 

  Muzaffar Ahmad So, resident of Islamabad. He 
was taken to the government quarters and tortured by 
Tahir and Seth Gujjar.

 Zahoor Ahmad Ganai, son of Ali Mohammad Ganai, 
resident of Janglatmandi, Islamabad, was tortured by 
the army of 2 RR. His brother Bilal Ahmad Ganai was a 
militant. He too was with a militant organization called 
Al-Jehad Force. He was rst picked up by army of 2 RR 
and taken to High Ground camp. There he was kept 
naked for hours. Roller was rolled on his legs and he 
was given electric shocks several times. They were 
forcefully inserting his head into chilly powdered cold 
water. Then he was taken to Sector 1 RR Camp, 
Khanabal. There he was tortured the same way as in 
the High Ground Camp. Then he was taken to several 
jails like Amphala Jail Jammu, Central Jail Srinagar 
and then released from Central Jail.

Encounters
A specic form of violence that has been widespread 
throughout Jammu & Kashmir is that of the encounter, or 
extra judicial executions. The Khanabal army camp is no 
exception. It has carried out fake encounters for 
incentives and other considerations including as a 
method to quash all dissent and opposition. and terrorise 
the local population.
An RTI was led to the Jammu and Kashmir Police 
seeking information and details on all encounters 
registered by the police in Islamabad district between 
1990 and 2014. The information was not provided with the 
argument that it was exempted under the RTI Act. 
Therefore, while information was provided from all other 
districts of Jammu and Kashmir [including Baramulla – 
see the following sub-section] the concerned police 
ofcials at Islamabad denied the information.As illustrated 
by the RTI data regarding encounters in Pattan ( See Part 
C below)
Information regarding encounters provides an opportunity 
to understand the actions of the armed forces, their 
presence and is particularly important from a human rights 
context as there have been numerous fake encounters in 
Jammu and Kashmir. In addition the phenomenon of 
encounters in Jammu and Kashmir is closely connected to 
that of unmarked graves as in numerous cases the police 
marks “militants” killed as “unidentied”. 

Individual actors

The present study provides an opportunity to remember 
and understand not just the “structures” that were present, 
but also individual state actors enabled by these larger 
structures. 

Army
The army ofcers who people remember serving in the 
area are as follows: 
I Major General Shantanu Choudhary, GOC, 
Victor Force Headquarters, Awantipora. This ofcer is 
said to have been present in the early and mid 1990's at 
Awantipora and played a pivotal role in the Islamabad 
area, along with Major General Kaushal named below.
ii. Ma jo r  Genera l  Kausha l ,  V i c to r  Fo rce 
Headquarters, Awantipora. This ofcer is said to have 
been present in the early and mid 1990's at Awantipora.
iii. Brigadier M.P.Singh, Khanabal army camp. This 
ofcer is said to be the rst contact between the army and 
Ikhwan of Islamabad. 
iv. Captain Clifton, Victor Force Headquarters, 
Awantipora. This ofcer is said to have been present in the 
early and mid 1990's at Awantipora.
v. Lt. Col R.S. Kataria, Khanabal army camp.
vi. Major Pradhan, of Aishmuqam and Khanabal 
army camps.
vii. Major Pama, Larkipora camp [though one 
witness states that he was in fact at High Ground camp].
viii. Major Ravi Dewan, operating from Khanabal 
army camp [possibly in 1993].
ix. Major Yousuf Khan [Code name], possibly at the 
Khanabal army camp.
x. Subedar Rattan Singh, possibly at the Khanabal 
army camp.
xi. Captain Chauhan, based at Khanabal army camp 
[possibly with 2 RR].
xii. Major R.K. Singh, of the RR and based at the High 
Ground camp in 2005.
xiii. Ofcer Ramesh, 1 RR.
xiv. Major Ajay Choudhary.
xv. Major Raghu, Methmu-Chittergul army camp.
xvi. Subedar Sujan Singh, High Ground [but also 
worked at Khanabal camp].
xvii. Ofcer George, Khanabal army camp.
xviii. Ofcer “CM”, Moominabad camp.

Para Military
The BSF and CRPF ofcers who people remember 
serving the area are as follows:
i. Ofcer Rajiv of the CRPF.
ii. Ofcer Rani of the CRPF: she is said to have 
arrived 2010 and left sometime after that.
iii. The ofcer in charge of the BSF Andernag camp    
called “Naga”. 
iv. Ofcer Sharma of BSF in 1993/1994.
v. Commandant A.G. Sharma of the CRPF.

Police and SOG
The police and SOG ofcers who people remember 
serving in the area are as following:
i. DSP of District Headquarters, Manhas, in 
September 1989.
ii. SP (Operations) Zahid Malik.
iii. SP (Operations) Altaf Ahmad Khan.
iv. Present IG A.G. Mir. He was SP of the Distric from 
2006 to 2008. 
v. DSP Chauhan.

vi. R.K.Jalla. He was SP of the District from 2010 to 
2013. Before this he was SP (Operations) in 1998/1999.
vii. Ghulam Rasool Khanday, Duty Ofcer at 
Khanabal police post
viii. DSP Noor.
ix. Ashiq Bukhari,SP of the District from 2004 to 
2006. 
x. Ashkoor Wani. He was SP of the District from 
1997 to 1998 and then again from 2003 to 2004.
xi. Farooq Khan. He was SP of the District from 1998 
to 2000. 
xii. Muneer Khan. He was DSP in 1989 when Shabir 
Shahs father was killed in Islamabad. It is said that the 
police was involved in this killing. He was SP of the District 
from 2000 to 2001 and then again for some months in 
2003. 
xiii. SHO Liyaqat
xiv. Ofcer Rajesh, In-charge of the JIC
xv. SHO Ayoub Rather
xvi. Kaka Battaa [Kashmir Pandit]: a two star police 
ofcial
xvii. Sub-Inspector Rashid, SOG
xviii. DSP Operation Harmeet Singh, SOG
xix. SHO Shabir, SOG 
xx. SI Ramesh, SOG
xxi. Ram Das, SOG, JIC Khanabal
xxii. Mukesh, SOG
xxiii. ASI Reyaz Punjabi, SOG, JIC Khanabal

In addition to the above Lists prepared from public 
memory, in response to a RTI, information on the names 
and details of SPs present in Islamabad district, was 
provided by the Jammu and Kashmir police:
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detained. They were beaten in groups of four. 
  Ali Mohammad Ahangar, aged 80, a teacher by 

profession was beaten by the Ikhwan. Main accused in 
this torture was a person nicknamed “Makaya Haput”, 
resident of Aishmuqam who was subsequently killed. 

  Adil Guroo was tortured by Mohammad Rahi 
Gad, an Ikhwan. He was tortured on 8 April 2004. Adil 
Guroo was a ninth standard student who spoke to his 
friend Samia on the death of his relative. Rahi Gad 
overheard Adil Guroo mention this to someone else, 
and as Samia was also the name of his wife, he picked 
him up and tortured him. Rs. 40,000 was paid for his 
release. 

  Abid Hussain Wagay, aged 27 years, son of 
Ghulam Hassan Wagay, resident of Ashajipora was 
tortured by the SOG. Abid was picked up several times 
by SOG from JIC Khanabal and tortured. He was 
alleged to be a militant but he was set free after no 
evidence was found against him 

  Muzaffar Ahmad So, resident of Islamabad. He 
was taken to the government quarters and tortured by 
Tahir and Seth Gujjar.

 Zahoor Ahmad Ganai, son of Ali Mohammad Ganai, 
resident of Janglatmandi, Islamabad, was tortured by 
the army of 2 RR. His brother Bilal Ahmad Ganai was a 
militant. He too was with a militant organization called 
Al-Jehad Force. He was rst picked up by army of 2 RR 
and taken to High Ground camp. There he was kept 
naked for hours. Roller was rolled on his legs and he 
was given electric shocks several times. They were 
forcefully inserting his head into chilly powdered cold 
water. Then he was taken to Sector 1 RR Camp, 
Khanabal. There he was tortured the same way as in 
the High Ground Camp. Then he was taken to several 
jails like Amphala Jail Jammu, Central Jail Srinagar 
and then released from Central Jail.

Encounters
A specic form of violence that has been widespread 
throughout Jammu & Kashmir is that of the encounter, or 
extra judicial executions. The Khanabal army camp is no 
exception. It has carried out fake encounters for 
incentives and other considerations including as a 
method to quash all dissent and opposition. and terrorise 
the local population.
An RTI was led to the Jammu and Kashmir Police 
seeking information and details on all encounters 
registered by the police in Islamabad district between 
1990 and 2014. The information was not provided with the 
argument that it was exempted under the RTI Act. 
Therefore, while information was provided from all other 
districts of Jammu and Kashmir [including Baramulla – 
see the following sub-section] the concerned police 
ofcials at Islamabad denied the information.As illustrated 
by the RTI data regarding encounters in Pattan ( See Part 
C below)
Information regarding encounters provides an opportunity 
to understand the actions of the armed forces, their 
presence and is particularly important from a human rights 
context as there have been numerous fake encounters in 
Jammu and Kashmir. In addition the phenomenon of 
encounters in Jammu and Kashmir is closely connected to 
that of unmarked graves as in numerous cases the police 
marks “militants” killed as “unidentied”. 

Individual actors

The present study provides an opportunity to remember 
and understand not just the “structures” that were present, 
but also individual state actors enabled by these larger 
structures. 

Army
The army ofcers who people remember serving in the 
area are as follows: 
I Major General Shantanu Choudhary, GOC, 
Victor Force Headquarters, Awantipora. This ofcer is 
said to have been present in the early and mid 1990's at 
Awantipora and played a pivotal role in the Islamabad 
area, along with Major General Kaushal named below.
ii. Ma jo r  Genera l  Kausha l ,  V i c to r  Fo rce 
Headquarters, Awantipora. This ofcer is said to have 
been present in the early and mid 1990's at Awantipora.
iii. Brigadier M.P.Singh, Khanabal army camp. This 
ofcer is said to be the rst contact between the army and 
Ikhwan of Islamabad. 
iv. Captain Clifton, Victor Force Headquarters, 
Awantipora. This ofcer is said to have been present in the 
early and mid 1990's at Awantipora.
v. Lt. Col R.S. Kataria, Khanabal army camp.
vi. Major Pradhan, of Aishmuqam and Khanabal 
army camps.
vii. Major Pama, Larkipora camp [though one 
witness states that he was in fact at High Ground camp].
viii. Major Ravi Dewan, operating from Khanabal 
army camp [possibly in 1993].
ix. Major Yousuf Khan [Code name], possibly at the 
Khanabal army camp.
x. Subedar Rattan Singh, possibly at the Khanabal 
army camp.
xi. Captain Chauhan, based at Khanabal army camp 
[possibly with 2 RR].
xii. Major R.K. Singh, of the RR and based at the High 
Ground camp in 2005.
xiii. Ofcer Ramesh, 1 RR.
xiv. Major Ajay Choudhary.
xv. Major Raghu, Methmu-Chittergul army camp.
xvi. Subedar Sujan Singh, High Ground [but also 
worked at Khanabal camp].
xvii. Ofcer George, Khanabal army camp.
xviii. Ofcer “CM”, Moominabad camp.

Para Military
The BSF and CRPF ofcers who people remember 
serving the area are as follows:
i. Ofcer Rajiv of the CRPF.
ii. Ofcer Rani of the CRPF: she is said to have 
arrived 2010 and left sometime after that.
iii. The ofcer in charge of the BSF Andernag camp    
called “Naga”. 
iv. Ofcer Sharma of BSF in 1993/1994.
v. Commandant A.G. Sharma of the CRPF.

Police and SOG
The police and SOG ofcers who people remember 
serving in the area are as following:
i. DSP of District Headquarters, Manhas, in 
September 1989.
ii. SP (Operations) Zahid Malik.
iii. SP (Operations) Altaf Ahmad Khan.
iv. Present IG A.G. Mir. He was SP of the Distric from 
2006 to 2008. 
v. DSP Chauhan.

vi. R.K.Jalla. He was SP of the District from 2010 to 
2013. Before this he was SP (Operations) in 1998/1999.
vii. Ghulam Rasool Khanday, Duty Ofcer at 
Khanabal police post
viii. DSP Noor.
ix. Ashiq Bukhari,SP of the District from 2004 to 
2006. 
x. Ashkoor Wani. He was SP of the District from 
1997 to 1998 and then again from 2003 to 2004.
xi. Farooq Khan. He was SP of the District from 1998 
to 2000. 
xii. Muneer Khan. He was DSP in 1989 when Shabir 
Shahs father was killed in Islamabad. It is said that the 
police was involved in this killing. He was SP of the District 
from 2000 to 2001 and then again for some months in 
2003. 
xiii. SHO Liyaqat
xiv. Ofcer Rajesh, In-charge of the JIC
xv. SHO Ayoub Rather
xvi. Kaka Battaa [Kashmir Pandit]: a two star police 
ofcial
xvii. Sub-Inspector Rashid, SOG
xviii. DSP Operation Harmeet Singh, SOG
xix. SHO Shabir, SOG 
xx. SI Ramesh, SOG
xxi. Ram Das, SOG, JIC Khanabal
xxii. Mukesh, SOG
xxiii. ASI Reyaz Punjabi, SOG, JIC Khanabal

In addition to the above Lists prepared from public 
memory, in response to a RTI, information on the names 
and details of SPs present in Islamabad district, was 
provided by the Jammu and Kashmir police:
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The Jammu and Kashmir Police refused to provide 
information in response to an RTI on names of SHOs and 
SP Operations in Jammu and Kashmir, including 
Islamabad district.
Government gunmen and Army ‘Sources’ (Surveillance 
operatives)
Below are the names and details of the main Ikhwan and 
MM operatives in South Kashmir, particularly Islamabad. 
Only some of the Ikhwan and MM listed below were 
predominant in the areas studied in this report.
i. Liyaqat Ali Khan alias Sha, Hilal Haider [code 
name in Ikhwan-ul-Muslimoon]. Liyaqat Ali Khan was 
originally living with his family at Harnag and his family 
worked for a Kashmiri Pandit named Shubanji who owned 
a band saw mill. He was at the forefront of the work of the 
Ikhwan for the army in South Kashmir as the Ikhwan head. 
Liyaqat Ali Khan continues to reside in Khanabal.
ii. Abdul Rashid Wani alias Nannaji, son of 
Mohamamd Qasim Wani, resident of Malpora. Nannaji 
presently is a car dealer. Nannaji came from a poor family 
and initially was a militant with Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen. He 
then joined Ikhwan as Supreme Commander. Tahir 
Sheikh alias Fuf, resident of Seepan. He is presently 
serving in the Territorial Army, Islamabad. He was a senior 
member of the Ikhwan and one of its main enforcers. 
iii. Rahi Gad [Nickname], resident of Mir Dantar. He 
is presently working as a contractor.
iv. Mohammad Ashraf Wani alias Masrat Bilal, son 
of Ghulam Nabi Wani. He is nowadays a Sarpanch of the 
PDP. Masrat Bilal was made head of a camp in Wanpoh at 
the house of a Kashmiri Pandit called Razdan who had 
himself left Kashmir. Masrat Bilal used to operate in 
Wanpoh and surrounding areas. 
v. Jehangir Khan. He is presently working as the 
incharge of the SPOs at Kadipora camp. 
vi. Bashir Ahmad Malik, alias Hamid, resident of 
Takiya Behram Shah.
vii. Abdul Hamid Rather alias Nasir, resident of 
Bumthan, Mir Bazaar.
viii. Showkat, who was in charge of a camp in 
Aishmuqam.
ix. Altaf Padder, was in charge of a camp at Kulgam.
x. Jan Khan, resident of Furra. He was in charge of 
a camp at Qazigund.
xi. Ghulam Nabi Azad, MM: He was the main 
commander of MM in South Kashmir and ran its main 
camp at Shehlipora. He was killed in 2003. He was earlier 
part of the police. 
xii. Fayaz Ahmad Bhat alias Tanveer, resident of 
Shehlipora, Achabal [originally from Pattan], MM: 
commander of MM after Ghulam Nabi Azad.
xiii. Mohammad Sha So, MM: He was in charge of 
the camp set up at DFO, Khanabal.
xiv. So Yousuf, who was a part of MM in Srigufwara 
camp. He is now a BJP MLC. 
xv. Gowhar Ganai, alias Gow Ganai, worked directly 
with the army. He worked for the camps at Khanabal, 
Khudwani and Panzipora. He was killed by the nephew of 
Abbas Bengali [who had been killed by Gowhar Ganai]. 
xvi. Jan Mohammad Ganai. He ran a camp at 
Qazigund. 
The other government gunmen – Ikhwan and MM - who 
people remember in the area are as follows:
i. “Makaya Haput”, resident of Aishmuqam.
ii. Abbas
iii. Abdul Rehman 

iv. Aijaz Ahmad Turrey
v. Bitta 
vi. Farooq Ahmad Magray 
vii. Hamid Gabbar
viii. Jamil 
ix. Javed Pandit
x. Junaid Gad alias Dantar 
xi. KK alias Lighta Watul [killed]
xii. Mohammad Amin Wani alias Seth Gujjar [killed]
xiii. Mohammad Yousuf
xiv. Munir Khan
xv. Mush Tota
xvi. Nisar Ahmad Mir 
xvii. Pin Jinn, MM, resident of Kadipora.
xviii. Roop Changa, resident of Cheeni Chowk
xix. Sameer Darzi alias Babloo
xx. Shabir Baba
xxi. Sham Commander
xxii. Showkat Muqam, resident of Aishmuqam
xxiii. Vit Gani, resident of Malakhnag
xxiv. Zahoor Ahmad Baba alias Jackie
xxv Zahoor Ahmad, a source

Part C

Case Study 2: THE TAPPER CAMP 

This case study analyses the Tapper army camp with a 
focus on Pattan town, Palhallan village, and other 
neighboring villages in Pattan tehsil. It focuses on the 
perpetration of violence by the army, SOG, government 
gunmen and the CRPF and BSF.  
This case study focuses more specically on the 
Palhallan army camp, operating under the Tapper Brigade 
Headquarters [which is presently a Sector Headquarters 
for the Rashtriya Ries] particularly looking at effective 
control over the Palhallan army camp, and the crimes 
committed and command exercised within the areas 
studied.
The areas covered by this sub-chapter are: Aglar, 
Andergam,  Behrampora ,  Buchoo ,  Chaksar i , 
Chandrahama, Ganjipora, Ghat, Ghat Gopalan, Gohal 
Tengpora, Gosh Bugh, Khambyar, Lolipora, Magraypora, 
Mamoosa, Markipora, Mundiyar, Nihalpora, Nillah, 
Pakipora, Palapora, Palhallan village, Pattan town, 
Shirbugh, Shirpora, Sultanpora, Trikolbal, Wanigam, 
Wanigam Bala, Wusan, Yatipora and Zangam.
Testimonies that were recorded, and form the basis of 
this study are reproduced in full at Annexure 3. 

Palhallan Army Camp and other functionaries
While no ofcial information exists, it appears that the 
Tapper army camp was a Brigade Headquarters for the 
regular army, at the site of the Zorawar cinema. Till 1999, 
RR had a limited presence in Pattan. There was a 
Battalion Headquarters at Hamray camp for the 15 RR 
headed by a Commanding Ofcer. Zorawar cinema 
[occupied in 1948 itself by the army] housed the 
headquarters of 192 Mountain Brigade till 1999. Later, 
RR's 10 Sector Headquarters replaced the 192 
Mountain Brigade. We have not been able to ascertain to 
whom the Commanding ofcer of the Hamray camp 
reported till 1999. Today the Battalion Headquarters of 
the 29 RR is situated in the Yatipora village which has a 
Colonel as the Commanding Ofcer.

S.No Name of the ofcer Duration of service

1 K. Ilango 16/05/1988 to 01/02/1990

2 Charag ud Din 01/02/1990 to 12/03/1990

3 Dr. Ashok Bhan 12/03/1990 to 30/08/1992

4 A.K. Gupta 30/08/1990 to 12/09/1991

5 Mohd Sha Wani 12/09/1991 to 02/07/1992

6 A.R. Khan 02/07/1992 to 05/05/1993

7 Mohd Amin Shah 05/05/1993 to 23/10/1995

8 Mohd Amin Bhat 23/10/1995 to 14/12/1996

9 B. Srinivas 20/12/1996 to 12/10/1997

10 Ashkoor Ahmad Wani 12/10/1997 to 12/08/1998

11 Farooq Ahmad Khan 12/08/1998 to 05/04/2000

12 Muneer Ahmad Khan 05/04/2000 to 08/12/2001

13 Ghulam Hassan Bhat 10/12/2001 to 16/01/2003

14 Muneer Ahmad Khan 06/01/2003 to 03/08/2003

15 Abdul Qayoom Manhas 01/08/2003 to 05/12/2003

16 Ashkoor Ahmad Wani 05/12/2003 to 23/06/2004

17 Syed Ashiq Hussain Bukhari 23/06/2004 to 31/05/2006

18 Abdul Gani Mir 31/05/2006 to 28/02/2008

19 Nitish Kumar 28/02/2008 to 04/03/2009

20 Showkat Malik 04/03/2009 to 19/07/2010

21 Bashir Ahmad Khan 20/07/2010 to 23/12/2010 

22 R.K. Jalla 29/12/2010 to 14/12/2013

23 Sheikh Junaid Mehmood 14/12/2013 to _____ [Date not known]

24 Abdul Jabbar Present SP
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The Jammu and Kashmir Police refused to provide 
information in response to an RTI on names of SHOs and 
SP Operations in Jammu and Kashmir, including 
Islamabad district.
Government gunmen and Army ‘Sources’ (Surveillance 
operatives)
Below are the names and details of the main Ikhwan and 
MM operatives in South Kashmir, particularly Islamabad. 
Only some of the Ikhwan and MM listed below were 
predominant in the areas studied in this report.
i. Liyaqat Ali Khan alias Sha, Hilal Haider [code 
name in Ikhwan-ul-Muslimoon]. Liyaqat Ali Khan was 
originally living with his family at Harnag and his family 
worked for a Kashmiri Pandit named Shubanji who owned 
a band saw mill. He was at the forefront of the work of the 
Ikhwan for the army in South Kashmir as the Ikhwan head. 
Liyaqat Ali Khan continues to reside in Khanabal.
ii. Abdul Rashid Wani alias Nannaji, son of 
Mohamamd Qasim Wani, resident of Malpora. Nannaji 
presently is a car dealer. Nannaji came from a poor family 
and initially was a militant with Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen. He 
then joined Ikhwan as Supreme Commander. Tahir 
Sheikh alias Fuf, resident of Seepan. He is presently 
serving in the Territorial Army, Islamabad. He was a senior 
member of the Ikhwan and one of its main enforcers. 
iii. Rahi Gad [Nickname], resident of Mir Dantar. He 
is presently working as a contractor.
iv. Mohammad Ashraf Wani alias Masrat Bilal, son 
of Ghulam Nabi Wani. He is nowadays a Sarpanch of the 
PDP. Masrat Bilal was made head of a camp in Wanpoh at 
the house of a Kashmiri Pandit called Razdan who had 
himself left Kashmir. Masrat Bilal used to operate in 
Wanpoh and surrounding areas. 
v. Jehangir Khan. He is presently working as the 
incharge of the SPOs at Kadipora camp. 
vi. Bashir Ahmad Malik, alias Hamid, resident of 
Takiya Behram Shah.
vii. Abdul Hamid Rather alias Nasir, resident of 
Bumthan, Mir Bazaar.
viii. Showkat, who was in charge of a camp in 
Aishmuqam.
ix. Altaf Padder, was in charge of a camp at Kulgam.
x. Jan Khan, resident of Furra. He was in charge of 
a camp at Qazigund.
xi. Ghulam Nabi Azad, MM: He was the main 
commander of MM in South Kashmir and ran its main 
camp at Shehlipora. He was killed in 2003. He was earlier 
part of the police. 
xii. Fayaz Ahmad Bhat alias Tanveer, resident of 
Shehlipora, Achabal [originally from Pattan], MM: 
commander of MM after Ghulam Nabi Azad.
xiii. Mohammad Sha So, MM: He was in charge of 
the camp set up at DFO, Khanabal.
xiv. So Yousuf, who was a part of MM in Srigufwara 
camp. He is now a BJP MLC. 
xv. Gowhar Ganai, alias Gow Ganai, worked directly 
with the army. He worked for the camps at Khanabal, 
Khudwani and Panzipora. He was killed by the nephew of 
Abbas Bengali [who had been killed by Gowhar Ganai]. 
xvi. Jan Mohammad Ganai. He ran a camp at 
Qazigund. 
The other government gunmen – Ikhwan and MM - who 
people remember in the area are as follows:
i. “Makaya Haput”, resident of Aishmuqam.
ii. Abbas
iii. Abdul Rehman 

iv. Aijaz Ahmad Turrey
v. Bitta 
vi. Farooq Ahmad Magray 
vii. Hamid Gabbar
viii. Jamil 
ix. Javed Pandit
x. Junaid Gad alias Dantar 
xi. KK alias Lighta Watul [killed]
xii. Mohammad Amin Wani alias Seth Gujjar [killed]
xiii. Mohammad Yousuf
xiv. Munir Khan
xv. Mush Tota
xvi. Nisar Ahmad Mir 
xvii. Pin Jinn, MM, resident of Kadipora.
xviii. Roop Changa, resident of Cheeni Chowk
xix. Sameer Darzi alias Babloo
xx. Shabir Baba
xxi. Sham Commander
xxii. Showkat Muqam, resident of Aishmuqam
xxiii. Vit Gani, resident of Malakhnag
xxiv. Zahoor Ahmad Baba alias Jackie
xxv Zahoor Ahmad, a source

Part C

Case Study 2: THE TAPPER CAMP 

This case study analyses the Tapper army camp with a 
focus on Pattan town, Palhallan village, and other 
neighboring villages in Pattan tehsil. It focuses on the 
perpetration of violence by the army, SOG, government 
gunmen and the CRPF and BSF.  
This case study focuses more specically on the 
Palhallan army camp, operating under the Tapper Brigade 
Headquarters [which is presently a Sector Headquarters 
for the Rashtriya Ries] particularly looking at effective 
control over the Palhallan army camp, and the crimes 
committed and command exercised within the areas 
studied.
The areas covered by this sub-chapter are: Aglar, 
Andergam,  Behrampora ,  Buchoo ,  Chaksar i , 
Chandrahama, Ganjipora, Ghat, Ghat Gopalan, Gohal 
Tengpora, Gosh Bugh, Khambyar, Lolipora, Magraypora, 
Mamoosa, Markipora, Mundiyar, Nihalpora, Nillah, 
Pakipora, Palapora, Palhallan village, Pattan town, 
Shirbugh, Shirpora, Sultanpora, Trikolbal, Wanigam, 
Wanigam Bala, Wusan, Yatipora and Zangam.
Testimonies that were recorded, and form the basis of 
this study are reproduced in full at Annexure 3. 

Palhallan Army Camp and other functionaries
While no ofcial information exists, it appears that the 
Tapper army camp was a Brigade Headquarters for the 
regular army, at the site of the Zorawar cinema. Till 1999, 
RR had a limited presence in Pattan. There was a 
Battalion Headquarters at Hamray camp for the 15 RR 
headed by a Commanding Ofcer. Zorawar cinema 
[occupied in 1948 itself by the army] housed the 
headquarters of 192 Mountain Brigade till 1999. Later, 
RR's 10 Sector Headquarters replaced the 192 
Mountain Brigade. We have not been able to ascertain to 
whom the Commanding ofcer of the Hamray camp 
reported till 1999. Today the Battalion Headquarters of 
the 29 RR is situated in the Yatipora village which has a 
Colonel as the Commanding Ofcer.

S.No Name of the ofcer Duration of service

1 K. Ilango 16/05/1988 to 01/02/1990

2 Charag ud Din 01/02/1990 to 12/03/1990

3 Dr. Ashok Bhan 12/03/1990 to 30/08/1992

4 A.K. Gupta 30/08/1990 to 12/09/1991

5 Mohd Sha Wani 12/09/1991 to 02/07/1992

6 A.R. Khan 02/07/1992 to 05/05/1993

7 Mohd Amin Shah 05/05/1993 to 23/10/1995

8 Mohd Amin Bhat 23/10/1995 to 14/12/1996

9 B. Srinivas 20/12/1996 to 12/10/1997

10 Ashkoor Ahmad Wani 12/10/1997 to 12/08/1998

11 Farooq Ahmad Khan 12/08/1998 to 05/04/2000

12 Muneer Ahmad Khan 05/04/2000 to 08/12/2001

13 Ghulam Hassan Bhat 10/12/2001 to 16/01/2003

14 Muneer Ahmad Khan 06/01/2003 to 03/08/2003

15 Abdul Qayoom Manhas 01/08/2003 to 05/12/2003

16 Ashkoor Ahmad Wani 05/12/2003 to 23/06/2004

17 Syed Ashiq Hussain Bukhari 23/06/2004 to 31/05/2006

18 Abdul Gani Mir 31/05/2006 to 28/02/2008

19 Nitish Kumar 28/02/2008 to 04/03/2009

20 Showkat Malik 04/03/2009 to 19/07/2010

21 Bashir Ahmad Khan 20/07/2010 to 23/12/2010 

22 R.K. Jalla 29/12/2010 to 14/12/2013

23 Sheikh Junaid Mehmood 14/12/2013 to _____ [Date not known]

24 Abdul Jabbar Present SP
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were shot in a tea shop in Palhallan. The shop was run 
by Ghulam Ahmad Bhat, in property owned by Wali 
Mohammad. Following the shooting of the SOG men, 
the SOG burnt shops – including those owned by Wali 
Mohammad, ve to six shops below the Government 
Middle School and Masjid Abu Bakr, at New Colony.  
This precipitated a general strike for eighteen days with 
a demand that the SOG camp be transferred from the 
area. 

The Pandit houses
An important feature of the Palhallan army camp was its 
location – in a  cluster of migrant Kashmiri Pandit  
houses located in the heart of Palhallan town. There 
were 15-20 houses and a temple, Which were later 
enclosed by barbed wire fencing. The army, para-
military, SOG and the MM were stationed here. 
Presently the entire area is reduced to rubble with only a 
few intact houses present that were rebuilt.
The total area occupied by the camp was about 50 
kanals (Approx. 6 Acres). The camp was established by 
occupying the home of the following Kashmiri Pandits: 
Shambu Nath, Omkarnath Pandita, Somnath Zutshi, 
Harikrishan Razdan, family of Mohan Lal Razdan, Moti 
Lal Razdan, Kanya Lal Razdan, Shiban Lal Razdan, 
Gopinath [Nathji], Jaggarnath, Jankinath, Shadi Lal, 
Triloki Nath, Mohan Lal Koul. In addition, three houses of 
Kashmiri Muslims were also occupied: Mohammad 
Akbar Bhat, Ali Mohammad Gojri and Lal Gojri. The army 
also built barracks for its troops in this compound. Local 
residents' state that the army may have paid rent to the 
Kashmiri Pandit families for the houses occupied. They 
also state that no rent was paid for the three Kashmiri 
Muslim houses. 
Local memory is the Kashmiri Pandit families left in 1990 
without informing the residents who remained behind. 
Though neighbors and some local residents also state 
that they tried to stop families from leaving. The local 
residents state, unequivocally, that no harm was caused 
to the Pandit families and that they left around the month 
of Ramzan. One local resident recalls meeting Avtar 
Krishan Koul who informed him they were going for a 
marriage, but did not return. Some of the Pandit families 
have returned in subsequent years to see their 
properties. Most recently, in 2010, some families 
returned, reoccupied their land and barricaded their 
property with ropes. These families were those of 
Somnath Zutshi, Pushkarnath Zutshi, Chunnilal Zutshi, 
and Jawahari Lal Zutshi. They then planted seeds as 
well in the land but have not returned since. 

Local residents state that from 1990, when they were 
vacate by the Pandit families till 1995 when they were 
occupied by the Armed forces, houses and properties 
were not damaged. One local resident stated that the 
Pandit temple [located at the Pandit cluster of houses] 
was burnt by the locals in 1992 [though the 
Dharamshala behind it was not] following the Babri 
Masjid demolition. The residents of neighboring 
houses to the Vacated houses state that Abdul Rashid 
Hajam alias Farhat, a local Jamaat-e-Islami leader, told 
the people of the area that no one should dare touch 
the Kashmiri Pandit property. Instead, due to lack of 
use, the temple deteriorated. Later, during the course 
of the existence of the camp, the tin roong was stolen 
by government gunmen and the SOG personnel. This 

further weakened the structure, which was now 
exposed to natural elements. The researchers of this 
report did not notice any burn marks on the remaining 
structure of the temple. The structure is presently a 
ruin, with some walls broken down and the frame of the 
window completely missing. This suggests that 
someone may have in fact stolen the frame, and also 
negates the possibility of a re. 

Local residents conrm that some of the Kashmiri Pandit 
houses were damaged and destroyed during the stay of 
the army at the camp. Militants planted a bomb in the 
residence of Somnath Zutshi to kill the SOG ofcer 
Mohammad Rajab who died in the attack. This house 
was already a weak structure and due to the attack it was 
destroyed. Subsequently, Somnath Zutshi's land was 
purchased by a local resident. In another attack DSP 
Kuldeep was killed in the house of Shambunath, which 
also partially destroyed the house. Abdul Rashid Malla, a 
government gunman was using the residence of 
Omkarnath and due to misuse and neglect this 
residence also became dilapidated. Malla, alongwith his 
brother, was killed subsequently elsewhere. The present 
Numberdar of the area, Mohammad Sultan Ganie, 
purchased this property and presently lives there. 
Subsequent to the army leaving the camp, ve to six of 
the vacated houses were burnt down by the locals. The 
local residents state that this was done to ensure that the 
army did not return to occupy the land. Finally, the house 
of Harikrishan Razdan was affected by the 2005 
earthquake. 
Mohammad Akbar Bhat, a teacher, who resided near the 
Pandit colony and whose house was occupied by the 
SOG, provided an account of the eventsrelating to the 
Pandit colony. In addition to being a witness to the 
occupation of the Pandit colony, he is also a victim of 
torture and of his own house being forcibly occupied by 
the SOG. He stated that he was tortured in 1993 and 
1995 by government gunmen, but not those associated 
with the Palhallan army camp. He was given electric 
shocks and the wounds from his torture required him to 
be operated on ve times. He stated that in 1990 he went 
into the residence of Harikrishan Razdan and saw them 
packing. Both he and Harikrishan started crying. He 
asked them why they were leaving. They were quiet and 
they left later that night. He asserts that there were no 
threats against the Kashmiri Pandits in the area. 
The local Numberdar Mohammad Sultan Ganie also 
stated that two bodies were once found dumped at the 
Kashmiri Pandit cremation site [which was not within the 
Palhallan army camp premises]. One was identied as 
that of a brother of a militant from Wusan. The other 
remained unidentied.  

Structure of violence: Command Structure and 
Control
The effective control of Palhallan and adjoining areas 
rested with the Palhallan army camp [while in existence]. 
Contrary to the legal role of the the Indian army [to be in 
aid of civilian power], the army in fact exercised effective 
control over the government gunmen, the Jammu and 
Kashmir police and the para-military forces in the area. 
Across interviews, the consensus was that the Indian 
army was in control of Palhallan and adjoining areas, 
and that no action could be taken in these areas without 
their knowledge. More specically, during the existence 

The Tapper army camp – whether in the form of the 
regular army or the RR, had within its jurisdiction the 
following major camps:

i. Batpora army camp
ii. Chaksari army camp
iii. Dodhbug, Sultanpora army camp
iv. Hamray army camp 
v. Khanpeth army camp
vi. Watergam, Wagoora army camp
vii. Wusan army camp
viii. Zangam army camp
ix. Palhallan army camp [no longer present]
x. Kalantra army camp [no longer present] 
xi. Malmoo army camp, Magam [no longer present]

As this case study is more specically focused on the 
Palhallan army camp, a brief history is important. The 
army based itself at Palhallan in December 1994. Prior 
to that, army control of the region was exercised by the 
Tapper army camp. Initially they were stationed at the 
Palhallan High School [Government High School 
Palhallan]. In March 1995, once schools reopened, the 
army moved to a cluster of  migrant Kashmiri Pandit 
houses in Palhallan, an area known as Katpora. The 
army remained stationed there from March 1995 upto 
around 2000 [by some accounts the army may have 
been stationed there till 2001]. thereafter the control of 
the region was exercised by the army camp at Wusan 
[though the Wusan camp too co-existed in certain 
periods of time during the operation of the Palhallan 
army camp in the area]. Around six months after the 
army moved into the migrant Kashmiri Pandit colony, the 
SOG, Jammu and Kashmir Police, and the CRPF/ BSF 
also occupied parts of the migrant Kashmiri Pandit 
colony. Both the SOG and CRPF left in 2001. In the 
same period, government gunmen [MM in the case of 
the Pattan area as there were no Ikhwan in the area] also 
moved into the camp. There were few walls within the 
colony. The entire colony was barricaded after the army 
moved in. Access on the road running through the camp 
area or locality – Tantraypora road – was restricted. 
Guests visiting the residents of the area had to rst 
report at the camp. 
Throughout the existence of the Palhallan army camp, 
the Major of the camp reported to the Commanding 
Ofcer of the unit stationed at the Tapper Camp – at 
Zorawar cinema - which served as the Battalion and 
Brigade headquarters. Based on numerous testimonies, 
it appears that Lt. Colonel Chaudhary and Colonel Vijay 
Kumar were at the Brigade Headquarters at the time of 
the MM began working with the army i.e. 1993. 
Despite the above delineatd jurisdiction and the 
presence of other camps – such as the camp in Chaksari 
– it is also clear that the army from a particular camp did 
have the ability to shift and operate outside its own 
jurisdiction as well. For example, in the killing of Abdul 
Ahad Dar, Major S.S. Sinha [alias Liyaqat Ali Khan] 
operated along with Major Samir from the Wusan camp. 
Further, in other testimonies as well, the presence of 
ofcers from Palhallan army camp is noted outside their 
jurisdiction. 

Between March 1995 and around 2000, as per 
community memory, the following army units were 
deployed at the Palhallan camp, along with known and 
named ofcers:

  2 Gharwal Ries: Major Ajit Singh, alias Aziz 
Gharwal, was a known ofcer at that point

  In May/June 1995, Major Kambli, of 2 Gharwal 
Ries, arrived. He was referred to as Dhandan 
[“Toothy”] Major. The other ofcer known at this 
point was Major V.P. Singh. The actual name of 
Dhandan Major is unclear as two witness stated that 
his real name was not Kambli but actually “Ingley”.

  In early 1996, the Gharwal Ries were replaced 
by 8 Rajputana Ries [though one witness did state 
that in fact the Mahar Regiment preceded the 
Rajputana Ries]. Major S.S. Sinha, code name 
Liyaqat Ali Khan was a known ofcer at that point. 
Major Sinha was earlier stationed in Nishat, 
Srinagar, and he was known to have committed 
c r i m e s  t h e r e  a s  w e l l .
The following testimony by Abdul Rashid Bhat 
[Testimony no.1] best sums up the terror instilled by 
Major Sinha: There was a man called Ali who was 
tall and tough. He was called “Israel” – a reference 
to a person who takes souls and is dangerous. His 
full nickname was Liyaqat Ali Khan [Major S. S. 
Sinha]. He was a Major at the Palhallan army camp. 
He would come from the Palhallan army camp. Any 
boy taken to the Palhallan army camp was not 
expected to return. Ali was himself responsible for 
the death of about five to ten people.

  Following the Rajputana Ries public memory is 
less certain and a variety of forces are said to have 
existed in the area, as follows: Mahar Regiment, 
Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry [JAKLI], 18 
Grenadiers, 3 Gurkha Regiment [also referred to as 
Thapa Company; Witnesses refer to a Major 
“Thapa” and a “Surinder Thapa. It is uncertain if both 
are the same person]. 

  A reference is also made by a witness to a Major 
Behra who was supposed to have been stationed at 
the camp in 2000 but it is unclear which unit he 
belonged to. In addition to the above, some people 
recollect an ofcer named Captain Mahesh who 
was at the Palhallan army camp in 1999. He 
harassed the local people and forced participation 
of girls in programmes held by the army such as the 
Indian Independence day programme on 15 
August.

The Pattan area did not have members of the Ikhwan 
group but had members of the MM. The history of the 
MM has been detailed in the previous Section on 
Islamabad and the Khanabal army camp. The MM 
killed, tortured, disappeared, extorted, and spread fear 
across Pattan. Further, in Palhallan one local resident 
stated that in around 1995 the government gunmen, on 
orders of the army, formed a committee to ensure 
people did not go to the army with their problems. This 
was called the Village Defence Committee. This 
committee included Abdul Gaffar Wani [deceased], 
resident of Raipora, Abdul Samad Hajam, Abdul Gaffar 
Kuchai [Numberdar], Mohammad Kamal-ud-din Bhat, 
Numberdar, Habibullah Mir, Chowkidar, Mohammad 
Ismail Tantray, Ghulam Nabi Tantray, Haji Abdul Aziz 
Dar, Mohammad Shaban Bhat, and Manzoor Naikoo. 
Out of the above, Ghulam Nabi Tantray and Habibullah 
Mir's sons were involved with the government gunmen. 

A local resident narrated the circumstances under which 
the SOG camp left Palhallan. In 2001, two SOG men 

| Structures of Violence | Structures of Violence 35 36



were shot in a tea shop in Palhallan. The shop was run 
by Ghulam Ahmad Bhat, in property owned by Wali 
Mohammad. Following the shooting of the SOG men, 
the SOG burnt shops – including those owned by Wali 
Mohammad, ve to six shops below the Government 
Middle School and Masjid Abu Bakr, at New Colony.  
This precipitated a general strike for eighteen days with 
a demand that the SOG camp be transferred from the 
area. 

The Pandit houses
An important feature of the Palhallan army camp was its 
location – in a  cluster of migrant Kashmiri Pandit  
houses located in the heart of Palhallan town. There 
were 15-20 houses and a temple, Which were later 
enclosed by barbed wire fencing. The army, para-
military, SOG and the MM were stationed here. 
Presently the entire area is reduced to rubble with only a 
few intact houses present that were rebuilt.
The total area occupied by the camp was about 50 
kanals (Approx. 6 Acres). The camp was established by 
occupying the home of the following Kashmiri Pandits: 
Shambu Nath, Omkarnath Pandita, Somnath Zutshi, 
Harikrishan Razdan, family of Mohan Lal Razdan, Moti 
Lal Razdan, Kanya Lal Razdan, Shiban Lal Razdan, 
Gopinath [Nathji], Jaggarnath, Jankinath, Shadi Lal, 
Triloki Nath, Mohan Lal Koul. In addition, three houses of 
Kashmiri Muslims were also occupied: Mohammad 
Akbar Bhat, Ali Mohammad Gojri and Lal Gojri. The army 
also built barracks for its troops in this compound. Local 
residents' state that the army may have paid rent to the 
Kashmiri Pandit families for the houses occupied. They 
also state that no rent was paid for the three Kashmiri 
Muslim houses. 
Local memory is the Kashmiri Pandit families left in 1990 
without informing the residents who remained behind. 
Though neighbors and some local residents also state 
that they tried to stop families from leaving. The local 
residents state, unequivocally, that no harm was caused 
to the Pandit families and that they left around the month 
of Ramzan. One local resident recalls meeting Avtar 
Krishan Koul who informed him they were going for a 
marriage, but did not return. Some of the Pandit families 
have returned in subsequent years to see their 
properties. Most recently, in 2010, some families 
returned, reoccupied their land and barricaded their 
property with ropes. These families were those of 
Somnath Zutshi, Pushkarnath Zutshi, Chunnilal Zutshi, 
and Jawahari Lal Zutshi. They then planted seeds as 
well in the land but have not returned since. 

Local residents state that from 1990, when they were 
vacate by the Pandit families till 1995 when they were 
occupied by the Armed forces, houses and properties 
were not damaged. One local resident stated that the 
Pandit temple [located at the Pandit cluster of houses] 
was burnt by the locals in 1992 [though the 
Dharamshala behind it was not] following the Babri 
Masjid demolition. The residents of neighboring 
houses to the Vacated houses state that Abdul Rashid 
Hajam alias Farhat, a local Jamaat-e-Islami leader, told 
the people of the area that no one should dare touch 
the Kashmiri Pandit property. Instead, due to lack of 
use, the temple deteriorated. Later, during the course 
of the existence of the camp, the tin roong was stolen 
by government gunmen and the SOG personnel. This 

further weakened the structure, which was now 
exposed to natural elements. The researchers of this 
report did not notice any burn marks on the remaining 
structure of the temple. The structure is presently a 
ruin, with some walls broken down and the frame of the 
window completely missing. This suggests that 
someone may have in fact stolen the frame, and also 
negates the possibility of a re. 

Local residents conrm that some of the Kashmiri Pandit 
houses were damaged and destroyed during the stay of 
the army at the camp. Militants planted a bomb in the 
residence of Somnath Zutshi to kill the SOG ofcer 
Mohammad Rajab who died in the attack. This house 
was already a weak structure and due to the attack it was 
destroyed. Subsequently, Somnath Zutshi's land was 
purchased by a local resident. In another attack DSP 
Kuldeep was killed in the house of Shambunath, which 
also partially destroyed the house. Abdul Rashid Malla, a 
government gunman was using the residence of 
Omkarnath and due to misuse and neglect this 
residence also became dilapidated. Malla, alongwith his 
brother, was killed subsequently elsewhere. The present 
Numberdar of the area, Mohammad Sultan Ganie, 
purchased this property and presently lives there. 
Subsequent to the army leaving the camp, ve to six of 
the vacated houses were burnt down by the locals. The 
local residents state that this was done to ensure that the 
army did not return to occupy the land. Finally, the house 
of Harikrishan Razdan was affected by the 2005 
earthquake. 
Mohammad Akbar Bhat, a teacher, who resided near the 
Pandit colony and whose house was occupied by the 
SOG, provided an account of the eventsrelating to the 
Pandit colony. In addition to being a witness to the 
occupation of the Pandit colony, he is also a victim of 
torture and of his own house being forcibly occupied by 
the SOG. He stated that he was tortured in 1993 and 
1995 by government gunmen, but not those associated 
with the Palhallan army camp. He was given electric 
shocks and the wounds from his torture required him to 
be operated on ve times. He stated that in 1990 he went 
into the residence of Harikrishan Razdan and saw them 
packing. Both he and Harikrishan started crying. He 
asked them why they were leaving. They were quiet and 
they left later that night. He asserts that there were no 
threats against the Kashmiri Pandits in the area. 
The local Numberdar Mohammad Sultan Ganie also 
stated that two bodies were once found dumped at the 
Kashmiri Pandit cremation site [which was not within the 
Palhallan army camp premises]. One was identied as 
that of a brother of a militant from Wusan. The other 
remained unidentied.  

Structure of violence: Command Structure and 
Control
The effective control of Palhallan and adjoining areas 
rested with the Palhallan army camp [while in existence]. 
Contrary to the legal role of the the Indian army [to be in 
aid of civilian power], the army in fact exercised effective 
control over the government gunmen, the Jammu and 
Kashmir police and the para-military forces in the area. 
Across interviews, the consensus was that the Indian 
army was in control of Palhallan and adjoining areas, 
and that no action could be taken in these areas without 
their knowledge. More specically, during the existence 

The Tapper army camp – whether in the form of the 
regular army or the RR, had within its jurisdiction the 
following major camps:

i. Batpora army camp
ii. Chaksari army camp
iii. Dodhbug, Sultanpora army camp
iv. Hamray army camp 
v. Khanpeth army camp
vi. Watergam, Wagoora army camp
vii. Wusan army camp
viii. Zangam army camp
ix. Palhallan army camp [no longer present]
x. Kalantra army camp [no longer present] 
xi. Malmoo army camp, Magam [no longer present]

As this case study is more specically focused on the 
Palhallan army camp, a brief history is important. The 
army based itself at Palhallan in December 1994. Prior 
to that, army control of the region was exercised by the 
Tapper army camp. Initially they were stationed at the 
Palhallan High School [Government High School 
Palhallan]. In March 1995, once schools reopened, the 
army moved to a cluster of  migrant Kashmiri Pandit 
houses in Palhallan, an area known as Katpora. The 
army remained stationed there from March 1995 upto 
around 2000 [by some accounts the army may have 
been stationed there till 2001]. thereafter the control of 
the region was exercised by the army camp at Wusan 
[though the Wusan camp too co-existed in certain 
periods of time during the operation of the Palhallan 
army camp in the area]. Around six months after the 
army moved into the migrant Kashmiri Pandit colony, the 
SOG, Jammu and Kashmir Police, and the CRPF/ BSF 
also occupied parts of the migrant Kashmiri Pandit 
colony. Both the SOG and CRPF left in 2001. In the 
same period, government gunmen [MM in the case of 
the Pattan area as there were no Ikhwan in the area] also 
moved into the camp. There were few walls within the 
colony. The entire colony was barricaded after the army 
moved in. Access on the road running through the camp 
area or locality – Tantraypora road – was restricted. 
Guests visiting the residents of the area had to rst 
report at the camp. 
Throughout the existence of the Palhallan army camp, 
the Major of the camp reported to the Commanding 
Ofcer of the unit stationed at the Tapper Camp – at 
Zorawar cinema - which served as the Battalion and 
Brigade headquarters. Based on numerous testimonies, 
it appears that Lt. Colonel Chaudhary and Colonel Vijay 
Kumar were at the Brigade Headquarters at the time of 
the MM began working with the army i.e. 1993. 
Despite the above delineatd jurisdiction and the 
presence of other camps – such as the camp in Chaksari 
– it is also clear that the army from a particular camp did 
have the ability to shift and operate outside its own 
jurisdiction as well. For example, in the killing of Abdul 
Ahad Dar, Major S.S. Sinha [alias Liyaqat Ali Khan] 
operated along with Major Samir from the Wusan camp. 
Further, in other testimonies as well, the presence of 
ofcers from Palhallan army camp is noted outside their 
jurisdiction. 

Between March 1995 and around 2000, as per 
community memory, the following army units were 
deployed at the Palhallan camp, along with known and 
named ofcers:

  2 Gharwal Ries: Major Ajit Singh, alias Aziz 
Gharwal, was a known ofcer at that point

  In May/June 1995, Major Kambli, of 2 Gharwal 
Ries, arrived. He was referred to as Dhandan 
[“Toothy”] Major. The other ofcer known at this 
point was Major V.P. Singh. The actual name of 
Dhandan Major is unclear as two witness stated that 
his real name was not Kambli but actually “Ingley”.

  In early 1996, the Gharwal Ries were replaced 
by 8 Rajputana Ries [though one witness did state 
that in fact the Mahar Regiment preceded the 
Rajputana Ries]. Major S.S. Sinha, code name 
Liyaqat Ali Khan was a known ofcer at that point. 
Major Sinha was earlier stationed in Nishat, 
Srinagar, and he was known to have committed 
c r i m e s  t h e r e  a s  w e l l .
The following testimony by Abdul Rashid Bhat 
[Testimony no.1] best sums up the terror instilled by 
Major Sinha: There was a man called Ali who was 
tall and tough. He was called “Israel” – a reference 
to a person who takes souls and is dangerous. His 
full nickname was Liyaqat Ali Khan [Major S. S. 
Sinha]. He was a Major at the Palhallan army camp. 
He would come from the Palhallan army camp. Any 
boy taken to the Palhallan army camp was not 
expected to return. Ali was himself responsible for 
the death of about five to ten people.

  Following the Rajputana Ries public memory is 
less certain and a variety of forces are said to have 
existed in the area, as follows: Mahar Regiment, 
Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry [JAKLI], 18 
Grenadiers, 3 Gurkha Regiment [also referred to as 
Thapa Company; Witnesses refer to a Major 
“Thapa” and a “Surinder Thapa. It is uncertain if both 
are the same person]. 

  A reference is also made by a witness to a Major 
Behra who was supposed to have been stationed at 
the camp in 2000 but it is unclear which unit he 
belonged to. In addition to the above, some people 
recollect an ofcer named Captain Mahesh who 
was at the Palhallan army camp in 1999. He 
harassed the local people and forced participation 
of girls in programmes held by the army such as the 
Indian Independence day programme on 15 
August.

The Pattan area did not have members of the Ikhwan 
group but had members of the MM. The history of the 
MM has been detailed in the previous Section on 
Islamabad and the Khanabal army camp. The MM 
killed, tortured, disappeared, extorted, and spread fear 
across Pattan. Further, in Palhallan one local resident 
stated that in around 1995 the government gunmen, on 
orders of the army, formed a committee to ensure 
people did not go to the army with their problems. This 
was called the Village Defence Committee. This 
committee included Abdul Gaffar Wani [deceased], 
resident of Raipora, Abdul Samad Hajam, Abdul Gaffar 
Kuchai [Numberdar], Mohammad Kamal-ud-din Bhat, 
Numberdar, Habibullah Mir, Chowkidar, Mohammad 
Ismail Tantray, Ghulam Nabi Tantray, Haji Abdul Aziz 
Dar, Mohammad Shaban Bhat, and Manzoor Naikoo. 
Out of the above, Ghulam Nabi Tantray and Habibullah 
Mir's sons were involved with the government gunmen. 

A local resident narrated the circumstances under which 
the SOG camp left Palhallan. In 2001, two SOG men 
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commander of the MM and subsequently worked for the 
army. Nazir Ahmad, [Testimony no.52], states that it was 
in fact Athar who was the rst and main Commander of 
MM in the area. It is only subsequently that Hayat Khan 
controlled Pattan area whereas Athar took care of 
Chaksari. But, witnesses state that Athar was not out in 
the “open” and would ensure that his links with the army 
were not widely known. The researchers of this report 
met with Athar – whose real name is Abdul Hamid Malik, 
resident of Chaksari, Pattan. He denied all allegations 
against him. He identies himself as a victim – subject to 
an attack by unidentied gunmen. Further, while he 
accepted that he was part of the MM, he denied being a 
commander, having any sort of control over the 
operatives in MM – whether from Chaksari or otherwise, 
and most importantly he stated that the MM did not have 
a connection with the army. But, he also stated that there 
was a “personal” connection between certain members 
of MM – which was anyway split into various groups – 
Islamabad, Pattan/Palhallan/Chaksari etc – and the 
army. He did not elaborate. One instance of violence 
faced by him though is telling. He states that he was 
once arrested by Ikhwan. Most importantly, he was 
released following protests before the Chaksari camp 
and Colonel Vijay Kumar “scolded” the Ikhwan and 
ensured his release. Whether on a personal level or 
otherwise, this example strongly suggests that the army 
did have control over the Ikhwan [or MM for that matter]. 
Further, Athar also refers to the Behrampora killings 
where he states that in crossring between MM and HM 
militants some civilians – members of one family in 
whose house the HM militants were hiding according to 
Athar – were killed. Interestingly, when talking to the 
researchers, Athar stated that he was part of an internal 
investigation carried out by MM into this incident where 
he states that weapons of the MM were taken away by 
the HM militants. The investigations concluded that the 
family – whose members were killed – would have to pay 
money as compensation for the lost weapons. The 
researchers suggested to Athar that his position in this 
investigation clearly suggests his importance in the MM 
itself. Athar denied this suggestion as well. The detailed 
testimony on the Behrampora killings by the victim family 
is included as Testimony no.57.  It may be stated that 
another possibility put forward by some voices was that 
Athar was being pressurized by the army to work for 
them and he therefore sought to balance his actions and 
kept good relations with both the army and militants. 
Abdul Jabbar Bhat of Chaksari was clear that Athar did 
not work for the army but that he was vulnerable. Most 
damning for Athar is perhaps the testimony of two senior 
leaders of the Muslim Conference(a constituent of the 
Pro Freedom Alliance All Parties Hurriyat Conference): 
Professor Abdul Gani Bhat and Ghulam Nabi Sumji.  In 
testimonies annexed to this chapter as Annexure 1, both 
conrm that Athar was a gun-carrying member of the MM 
and Sumji states that he was in fact the Commander of 
North Zone of Kashmir and was senior to Hayat Khan. 
Witness C [Testimony No. 10] also conrmed the 
association of the MM with the army, and he offered an 
instance of actions to which he was eye-witness. He 
states that he was once in Pattan when he saw a fully 
armed member of MM, Mohammad Akbar resident of 
Vailoo, demanding money from a shopkeeper, all the 
while standing right next to an army personnel. The 
name of the shopkeeper was Hazullah Bhat, and he ran 

a medical store. Witness C also emphasizes the role of 
Colonel Vijay Kumar in the running of the MM. He does 
so with another illustration. He states that on one 
occasion MM picked up a HM militant and disappeared 
him. His name was Abdul Majid Wani. Abdul Majid 
Wani's brothers, approached Colonel Vijay Kumar. They 
said that they wanted the body. If not, they too would join 
militancy. Colonel Vijay Kumar, ensured that the body 
was found. 
Witness D, [Testimony no.11], conrms the association 
of MM with the army. He was a part of the Chaksari group 
of the MM. He states that the MM had different “beats” – 
Pattan and Chaksari was separate and the latter was 
headed by Athar. He says that the army never harmed 
them and that is how he realized that the MM was with 
the army. Even in crackdowns, either the army would 
give them advance notice, or they would not be harmed. 
In fact, on one occasion, they were taken to the Chaksari 
camp and the army Major asked all the army men 
present to remember the faces of the MM boys and not 
harm them. The witness also states that on one occasion 
Major Pandey told him and other MM boys to be discreet 
as the connection between the army and them should 
not be apparent. The witness states that Haji Ghulam 
Ahmad Malik was known in the area to assist releasing 
boys from the army as he had connections with them. If 
the MM boys were mistakenly arrested he would ensure 
their release. The same was the case with a person 
called Ghulam Nabi Rather alias Gulzar from Chaksari 
who also had links with the army and would assist the 
MM boys. The witness states that on one occasion in 
1992 he was arrested by the army alongwith another boy 
and fully armed, put in the Chaksari camp, but they were 
released by Gulzar along with their weapons. When he 
narrated this story to Athar, his commander just laughed. 
Athar knew then what was happening: the MM was with 
the army. 

Structure, Weapons and Operations
An important aspect of control and command is the 
extent of control exercised by the Commanding Ofcers 
( Battalion level) over the Majors of individual camps. 
The question is then how much control did the 
Commanding Ofcer at the Tapper Camp [Hyderbaig 
camp] exercise over the Major of the Palhallan army 
camp? “Captain” Abdul Aziz Bhat [referred to as Captain 
as he used to work with the army] [Testimony 
No.5],states that the Commanding Ofcer knew 
everything that was happening in the camps. In fact, 
while the Major of a camp retained discretion in certain 
aspects and situations, sometimes even decisions to 
release a person would have to be sanctioned by the 
Commanding Ofcer. Captain Bhat narrates:
The Commanding Officer would know each and 
everything that was happening with the Major and his 
command. Every issue would be reported to the 
Commanding Officer. Sometimes the Major could 
release people directly but sometimes the Commanding 
Officer would have to intervene. On some issues the 
Commanding Officer would have to be consulted. But 
the Major is the one in charge of the camp.
This is perhaps best illustrated in his own case where he 
had to approach a Colonel, known to him, in the 
Hyderbaig camp, who in turn approached the concerned 
Commanding Ofcer – In Charge of Palhalan camp- who 
intervened and ensured the release of his two sons who 

of the Palhallan army camp, the understanding on 
ground was that the Major of the camp was in charge of 
the local jurisdiction, and he reported to the 
Commanding Ofcer at Tapper camp.
The most direct testimony was provided by Witness B 
[anonymity on request of witness] who worked with the 
MM, under the control of the Indian army for a period of 
one and a half years. The detailed testimony is at 
Testimony no.4. While Witness B is uncertain of the 
dates of his engagement, based on information provided 
it appears he worked between 1994 and 1996. He states 
that when he began working he reported to Palhallan 
army camp [other information places this as happening 
at the end of 1994]. Further, he describes the command 
structure as follows: he would report to his commanders, 
who in turn reported to the Major of the camp [Palhallan 
army camp] who in turn reported to the Commanding 
Ofcer [a Colonel ranking ofcer] at the Hyderbaig 
Camp. Witness B states that the ofcer who was 
stationed as Major at the Baba Taing camp was 
subsequently shifted as Major at the Hyderbaig Camp. 
His name was Choudhary. Major Choudhary controlled 
the rst commander of MM who worked for the army: 
Mohammad Ramzan Mian, alias Hayat Khan.  But, the 
rank of Choudhary could not be established with 
certainty. While Maqsood Ahmad Mian [Testimony no.2] 
and Noor-ud-Din Mian [Testimony no.3], and other 
witnesses, refer to him as a Colonel, Witness B and 
other witnesses, state that the Colonel at the time was 
Colonel Vijay Kumar [though Witness B is less sure of 
the name] and in fact, Choudhary was a Major.  Witness 
C, Testimony no.10 [anonymity on request of witness], a 
civilian, recalls seeing both ofcers at Hyderbaig in 1994 
– thereby suggesting that one was ranked below the 
other, and in fact as he testied in further incidents, 
Witness C was quite clear that Choudhary was a Major 
and his Commanding Ofcer was Colonel Vijay Kumar. 
But, perhaps the clearest testimony is that of Ghulam 
Mohammad Yatoo alias Gulla, [Testimony No.51] who 
when interviewed, , was unequivocal that Choudhary 
was Lt. Colonel and below Colonel Vijay Kumar. 
Henceforth Choudhary is referred to as Lt. Colonel and 
Vijay Kumar as Colonel. 

Hayat Khan and Lt. Colonel Choudhary / Colonel Vijay 
Kumar: The Beginning
While the section on Islamabad provides details on the 
beginning of Ikhwan and MM, the beginning of the MM’s 
work for the army in Pattan Tehsil is testied to by two 
witnesses. The rst is Noor-ud-din Mian, resident of 
Mian Mohalla, Pattan [Testimony no.3]. The second is 
Maqsood Ahmad Mian, resident of Mian Mohalla, Pattan 
[Testimony no.2]. Both are relatives of Hayat Khan. 
Noor-ud-din was Hayat Khan's uncle and Maqsood 
Ahmad Mian his cousin. Locally there is a perception 
that both Noor-ud-din and Maqsood were also involved 
in the support work for MM.  
Noor-ud-din states that Hayat Khan worked for Lt. 
Colonel Choudhary at the Hyderbaig Camp. He states 
that in 1993, Hayat Khan, active with the MM [which by 
now had split from the HM] was arrested by army 
personnel from the Hyderbaig camp. He was detained 
for a short time. The witness visited Hayat Khan at the 
camp. He was not being tortured.  During his detention, 
Hayat Khan met and interacted with Lt. Colonel 

Choudhary. Hayat Khan was released along with his 
weapons. This was the rst time that Noor-ud-din states 
that he suspected that Hayat Khan may have agreed to 
work with the army. Hayat Khan then began to connect 
other boys from the MM with the army. Lt. Colonel 
Choudhary [who Noor-ud-din states subsequently 
became a Brigadier at Bandipora] ran Hayat Khan. He 
visited the house of Hayat Khan maybe 40-50 times. 
This is the direct eye-witness testimony of Noor-ud-din. 
Noor-ud-din states that Hayat Khan used to get 
weapons directly from Lt. Colonel Choudhary from the 
Hyderbaig camp. Further, he states that 80 boys form 
Pattan were given army identity cards as they began 
working for the army. Today, he states that, out of 80, 
only 8-10 boys are alive. 
Maqsood Ahmad Mian corroborates Noor-ud-din’s 
statements. His assessment is that Hayat Khan began 
working for the army following his arrest. His release 
conrmed his association with the army. While Noor-ud-
din states that Hayat Khan worked directly for Lt. Colonel 
Choudhary at the Hyderbaig camp, Maqsood Ahmad is 
less certain and states that he may have worked with the 
Palhallan army camp [but considering the time lines – 
and the death of Hayat Khan in 1994, Maqsood Ahmad 
seems mistaken as the Palhallan camp is said to have 
only come into existence at the end of 1994]. Maqsood 
Ahmad provides another anecdote that conrmed his 
belief that MM worked for the army. Azam Khan 
[originally a resident of Islamabad District] and working 
directly under Hayat Khan, was arrested along with a 
person named Dar from Naidkhai by the army. They 
were arrested with weapons in the possession. But, by 
the evening, they were released along with their 
weapons. This incident took place in 1994. Further, 
Maqsood Ahmad states that Hayat Khan used to walk 
around with his weapons, and since this sort of display 
was impossible without ofcial connivance, the common 
understanding was that he did so with the sanction of the 
army. 
Showkat Ahmad, alias Shoga, [Testimony No.6], 
conrms the connection of the MM with the army. His 
testimony, refers to incidents which took place while he 
was a part of MM for three months in 1994, relates to the 
area in Nihalpora and Chaksari. The MM group that he 
was a part of ran parallel to the Pattan and Palhallan 
group under Hayat Khan and other commanders. They 
reported to the Chaksari camp and the Major there. He 
does not remember the name of the Major at the camp 
but corroborates to some extent other testimony, by 
recalling that the Commanding Ofcer at Hyderbaig was 
called Choudhary. While he did not himself visit the 
Hyderbaigh camp, as per his testimony, his commander 
did. He states that his commander was a person 
codenamed “Athar”. He provides two examples from his 
early days with MM, which underlined their connection 
with the army. Two days into his association with MM, his 
group headed by Athar spotted the army. Showkat 
Ahmad wanted to attack them but Athar told him not to 
and that they would not be harmed. A similar incident 
took place subsequently as well where Showkat Ahmad 
remembers warning the group of army presence in their 
path. Once again Athar  reassure him and the group that 
the army would not harm them. 
Numerous witnesses – in detailed testimony or in 
passing conversation – asserted that Athar was a 
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commander of the MM and subsequently worked for the 
army. Nazir Ahmad, [Testimony no.52], states that it was 
in fact Athar who was the rst and main Commander of 
MM in the area. It is only subsequently that Hayat Khan 
controlled Pattan area whereas Athar took care of 
Chaksari. But, witnesses state that Athar was not out in 
the “open” and would ensure that his links with the army 
were not widely known. The researchers of this report 
met with Athar – whose real name is Abdul Hamid Malik, 
resident of Chaksari, Pattan. He denied all allegations 
against him. He identies himself as a victim – subject to 
an attack by unidentied gunmen. Further, while he 
accepted that he was part of the MM, he denied being a 
commander, having any sort of control over the 
operatives in MM – whether from Chaksari or otherwise, 
and most importantly he stated that the MM did not have 
a connection with the army. But, he also stated that there 
was a “personal” connection between certain members 
of MM – which was anyway split into various groups – 
Islamabad, Pattan/Palhallan/Chaksari etc – and the 
army. He did not elaborate. One instance of violence 
faced by him though is telling. He states that he was 
once arrested by Ikhwan. Most importantly, he was 
released following protests before the Chaksari camp 
and Colonel Vijay Kumar “scolded” the Ikhwan and 
ensured his release. Whether on a personal level or 
otherwise, this example strongly suggests that the army 
did have control over the Ikhwan [or MM for that matter]. 
Further, Athar also refers to the Behrampora killings 
where he states that in crossring between MM and HM 
militants some civilians – members of one family in 
whose house the HM militants were hiding according to 
Athar – were killed. Interestingly, when talking to the 
researchers, Athar stated that he was part of an internal 
investigation carried out by MM into this incident where 
he states that weapons of the MM were taken away by 
the HM militants. The investigations concluded that the 
family – whose members were killed – would have to pay 
money as compensation for the lost weapons. The 
researchers suggested to Athar that his position in this 
investigation clearly suggests his importance in the MM 
itself. Athar denied this suggestion as well. The detailed 
testimony on the Behrampora killings by the victim family 
is included as Testimony no.57.  It may be stated that 
another possibility put forward by some voices was that 
Athar was being pressurized by the army to work for 
them and he therefore sought to balance his actions and 
kept good relations with both the army and militants. 
Abdul Jabbar Bhat of Chaksari was clear that Athar did 
not work for the army but that he was vulnerable. Most 
damning for Athar is perhaps the testimony of two senior 
leaders of the Muslim Conference(a constituent of the 
Pro Freedom Alliance All Parties Hurriyat Conference): 
Professor Abdul Gani Bhat and Ghulam Nabi Sumji.  In 
testimonies annexed to this chapter as Annexure 1, both 
conrm that Athar was a gun-carrying member of the MM 
and Sumji states that he was in fact the Commander of 
North Zone of Kashmir and was senior to Hayat Khan. 
Witness C [Testimony No. 10] also conrmed the 
association of the MM with the army, and he offered an 
instance of actions to which he was eye-witness. He 
states that he was once in Pattan when he saw a fully 
armed member of MM, Mohammad Akbar resident of 
Vailoo, demanding money from a shopkeeper, all the 
while standing right next to an army personnel. The 
name of the shopkeeper was Hazullah Bhat, and he ran 

a medical store. Witness C also emphasizes the role of 
Colonel Vijay Kumar in the running of the MM. He does 
so with another illustration. He states that on one 
occasion MM picked up a HM militant and disappeared 
him. His name was Abdul Majid Wani. Abdul Majid 
Wani's brothers, approached Colonel Vijay Kumar. They 
said that they wanted the body. If not, they too would join 
militancy. Colonel Vijay Kumar, ensured that the body 
was found. 
Witness D, [Testimony no.11], conrms the association 
of MM with the army. He was a part of the Chaksari group 
of the MM. He states that the MM had different “beats” – 
Pattan and Chaksari was separate and the latter was 
headed by Athar. He says that the army never harmed 
them and that is how he realized that the MM was with 
the army. Even in crackdowns, either the army would 
give them advance notice, or they would not be harmed. 
In fact, on one occasion, they were taken to the Chaksari 
camp and the army Major asked all the army men 
present to remember the faces of the MM boys and not 
harm them. The witness also states that on one occasion 
Major Pandey told him and other MM boys to be discreet 
as the connection between the army and them should 
not be apparent. The witness states that Haji Ghulam 
Ahmad Malik was known in the area to assist releasing 
boys from the army as he had connections with them. If 
the MM boys were mistakenly arrested he would ensure 
their release. The same was the case with a person 
called Ghulam Nabi Rather alias Gulzar from Chaksari 
who also had links with the army and would assist the 
MM boys. The witness states that on one occasion in 
1992 he was arrested by the army alongwith another boy 
and fully armed, put in the Chaksari camp, but they were 
released by Gulzar along with their weapons. When he 
narrated this story to Athar, his commander just laughed. 
Athar knew then what was happening: the MM was with 
the army. 

Structure, Weapons and Operations
An important aspect of control and command is the 
extent of control exercised by the Commanding Ofcers 
( Battalion level) over the Majors of individual camps. 
The question is then how much control did the 
Commanding Ofcer at the Tapper Camp [Hyderbaig 
camp] exercise over the Major of the Palhallan army 
camp? “Captain” Abdul Aziz Bhat [referred to as Captain 
as he used to work with the army] [Testimony 
No.5],states that the Commanding Ofcer knew 
everything that was happening in the camps. In fact, 
while the Major of a camp retained discretion in certain 
aspects and situations, sometimes even decisions to 
release a person would have to be sanctioned by the 
Commanding Ofcer. Captain Bhat narrates:
The Commanding Officer would know each and 
everything that was happening with the Major and his 
command. Every issue would be reported to the 
Commanding Officer. Sometimes the Major could 
release people directly but sometimes the Commanding 
Officer would have to intervene. On some issues the 
Commanding Officer would have to be consulted. But 
the Major is the one in charge of the camp.
This is perhaps best illustrated in his own case where he 
had to approach a Colonel, known to him, in the 
Hyderbaig camp, who in turn approached the concerned 
Commanding Ofcer – In Charge of Palhalan camp- who 
intervened and ensured the release of his two sons who 

of the Palhallan army camp, the understanding on 
ground was that the Major of the camp was in charge of 
the local jurisdiction, and he reported to the 
Commanding Ofcer at Tapper camp.
The most direct testimony was provided by Witness B 
[anonymity on request of witness] who worked with the 
MM, under the control of the Indian army for a period of 
one and a half years. The detailed testimony is at 
Testimony no.4. While Witness B is uncertain of the 
dates of his engagement, based on information provided 
it appears he worked between 1994 and 1996. He states 
that when he began working he reported to Palhallan 
army camp [other information places this as happening 
at the end of 1994]. Further, he describes the command 
structure as follows: he would report to his commanders, 
who in turn reported to the Major of the camp [Palhallan 
army camp] who in turn reported to the Commanding 
Ofcer [a Colonel ranking ofcer] at the Hyderbaig 
Camp. Witness B states that the ofcer who was 
stationed as Major at the Baba Taing camp was 
subsequently shifted as Major at the Hyderbaig Camp. 
His name was Choudhary. Major Choudhary controlled 
the rst commander of MM who worked for the army: 
Mohammad Ramzan Mian, alias Hayat Khan.  But, the 
rank of Choudhary could not be established with 
certainty. While Maqsood Ahmad Mian [Testimony no.2] 
and Noor-ud-Din Mian [Testimony no.3], and other 
witnesses, refer to him as a Colonel, Witness B and 
other witnesses, state that the Colonel at the time was 
Colonel Vijay Kumar [though Witness B is less sure of 
the name] and in fact, Choudhary was a Major.  Witness 
C, Testimony no.10 [anonymity on request of witness], a 
civilian, recalls seeing both ofcers at Hyderbaig in 1994 
– thereby suggesting that one was ranked below the 
other, and in fact as he testied in further incidents, 
Witness C was quite clear that Choudhary was a Major 
and his Commanding Ofcer was Colonel Vijay Kumar. 
But, perhaps the clearest testimony is that of Ghulam 
Mohammad Yatoo alias Gulla, [Testimony No.51] who 
when interviewed, , was unequivocal that Choudhary 
was Lt. Colonel and below Colonel Vijay Kumar. 
Henceforth Choudhary is referred to as Lt. Colonel and 
Vijay Kumar as Colonel. 

Hayat Khan and Lt. Colonel Choudhary / Colonel Vijay 
Kumar: The Beginning
While the section on Islamabad provides details on the 
beginning of Ikhwan and MM, the beginning of the MM’s 
work for the army in Pattan Tehsil is testied to by two 
witnesses. The rst is Noor-ud-din Mian, resident of 
Mian Mohalla, Pattan [Testimony no.3]. The second is 
Maqsood Ahmad Mian, resident of Mian Mohalla, Pattan 
[Testimony no.2]. Both are relatives of Hayat Khan. 
Noor-ud-din was Hayat Khan's uncle and Maqsood 
Ahmad Mian his cousin. Locally there is a perception 
that both Noor-ud-din and Maqsood were also involved 
in the support work for MM.  
Noor-ud-din states that Hayat Khan worked for Lt. 
Colonel Choudhary at the Hyderbaig Camp. He states 
that in 1993, Hayat Khan, active with the MM [which by 
now had split from the HM] was arrested by army 
personnel from the Hyderbaig camp. He was detained 
for a short time. The witness visited Hayat Khan at the 
camp. He was not being tortured.  During his detention, 
Hayat Khan met and interacted with Lt. Colonel 

Choudhary. Hayat Khan was released along with his 
weapons. This was the rst time that Noor-ud-din states 
that he suspected that Hayat Khan may have agreed to 
work with the army. Hayat Khan then began to connect 
other boys from the MM with the army. Lt. Colonel 
Choudhary [who Noor-ud-din states subsequently 
became a Brigadier at Bandipora] ran Hayat Khan. He 
visited the house of Hayat Khan maybe 40-50 times. 
This is the direct eye-witness testimony of Noor-ud-din. 
Noor-ud-din states that Hayat Khan used to get 
weapons directly from Lt. Colonel Choudhary from the 
Hyderbaig camp. Further, he states that 80 boys form 
Pattan were given army identity cards as they began 
working for the army. Today, he states that, out of 80, 
only 8-10 boys are alive. 
Maqsood Ahmad Mian corroborates Noor-ud-din’s 
statements. His assessment is that Hayat Khan began 
working for the army following his arrest. His release 
conrmed his association with the army. While Noor-ud-
din states that Hayat Khan worked directly for Lt. Colonel 
Choudhary at the Hyderbaig camp, Maqsood Ahmad is 
less certain and states that he may have worked with the 
Palhallan army camp [but considering the time lines – 
and the death of Hayat Khan in 1994, Maqsood Ahmad 
seems mistaken as the Palhallan camp is said to have 
only come into existence at the end of 1994]. Maqsood 
Ahmad provides another anecdote that conrmed his 
belief that MM worked for the army. Azam Khan 
[originally a resident of Islamabad District] and working 
directly under Hayat Khan, was arrested along with a 
person named Dar from Naidkhai by the army. They 
were arrested with weapons in the possession. But, by 
the evening, they were released along with their 
weapons. This incident took place in 1994. Further, 
Maqsood Ahmad states that Hayat Khan used to walk 
around with his weapons, and since this sort of display 
was impossible without ofcial connivance, the common 
understanding was that he did so with the sanction of the 
army. 
Showkat Ahmad, alias Shoga, [Testimony No.6], 
conrms the connection of the MM with the army. His 
testimony, refers to incidents which took place while he 
was a part of MM for three months in 1994, relates to the 
area in Nihalpora and Chaksari. The MM group that he 
was a part of ran parallel to the Pattan and Palhallan 
group under Hayat Khan and other commanders. They 
reported to the Chaksari camp and the Major there. He 
does not remember the name of the Major at the camp 
but corroborates to some extent other testimony, by 
recalling that the Commanding Ofcer at Hyderbaig was 
called Choudhary. While he did not himself visit the 
Hyderbaigh camp, as per his testimony, his commander 
did. He states that his commander was a person 
codenamed “Athar”. He provides two examples from his 
early days with MM, which underlined their connection 
with the army. Two days into his association with MM, his 
group headed by Athar spotted the army. Showkat 
Ahmad wanted to attack them but Athar told him not to 
and that they would not be harmed. A similar incident 
took place subsequently as well where Showkat Ahmad 
remembers warning the group of army presence in their 
path. Once again Athar  reassure him and the group that 
the army would not harm them. 
Numerous witnesses – in detailed testimony or in 
passing conversation – asserted that Athar was a 
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crackdowns, intimidation and violence. Across the cases 
the army personnel and their ofcers lead the police and 
government gunmen as they commit crimes of extra-
judicial executions, torture, enforced disappearances 
and sexual violence. Whether it was the Gharwal Ries, 
the Mahar regiment or the Rajputana Ries, and 
whether it was Major Sinha or Major Kambli, the army 
stationed at Palhallan was at the forefront, and clearly in 
control of, civilian agents of violence. Therefore, even in 
the raids conducted by army ofcers, government 
gunmen were included. Witness B's testimony is 
particularly strong with regard to receiving a direct order 
from Major Sinha to kill a HM militant [a command which 
he managed to avoid]. 
Also on record is the testimony of Showkat Ahmad alias 
Shoga [Testimony no.6] where on two occasions he was 
arrested due to information provided by government 
gunmen. In the rst case, he was arrested after a falling 
out with his commander – Athar. He states that after a 
confrontation, his commander stayed in the Chaksari 
camp and arranged for his and another person's arrest 
and detention. On the second instance, a government 
gunman named Rashid himself cames to Showkat's 
house [on the information of a neighbor], brought  him 
out and got him arrested by the army. 

The different forces operating over Pattan are brought 
out by the testimony of Reyaz Ahmad Farhat [Testimony 
no.23] where he states :
My father was an active member of Jamaat-e-Islami. 
Like many other activists of Jamaat, my father was also 
arrested many times by State forces.
My father was first arrested in 1987 by the police from his 
house and jailed in Hira Nagar Jail, Jammu for two years. 
After his release, he was again arrested on 26 July 1989 
by BSF from Wusan market. He was taken to Old Airport, 
Rangreth, a detention center, where he was kept for two 
months and later shifted to Hari Niwas, a notorious 
torture center. In Hari Niwas he was detained for three 
months during which he was tortured. Then he was 
shifted to Kot Bhalwal Jail, Jammu and detained there 
for one and a half year.  
In 1994, for the first time, a military camp comprising 
Garhwal Rifles was established in the Palhallan area. As 
soon as the camp was established the soldiers began 
raids at our house twice a day. The daily raids forced my 
father and Mohammad Maqbool, another Jamaat 
activist living in same area, to migrate to Srinagar. My 
father started living with his relatives at Bemina while 
Mohammad Maqbool stayed at Hawal in downtown 
Srinagar. However, there was no let up in the raids. 
Along with Garhwal Rifles, the raids were conducted by 
government gunmen particularly Mohammad Shaban 
Kawa, Ghulam Nabi Kawa, Ismail Kawa, Aziz Rather, his 
son Bashir Rather, Ghulam Ahmad Waza, Mohammad 
Abdullah Itoo, Habibullah Mir and his son Latief Ahmad 
Mir, Ghulam Nabi Kochka, Jabbar Kanna, two gunmen 
with same name Abdul Rashid Ganie, Bashir Ahmad 
Gania, all of whom were residents of Palhallan and were 
working with the Garhwal regiment.   
On 29 November 1995, Major Kambli of Garhwal Rifles 
along with his soldiers and government gunmen Ghulam 
Ahmad Waza, Shaban Kawa and Shahnawaz and 
others with masked faces raided the house of my father 
at Bemina. He was taken out in the lawn and army fired 

few aerial shots. Then my father was taken to the 
Palhallan army camp. In the camp he was tortured. 
Ghulam Nabi Kawa hit his Kangri (firepot) on my father's 
head. The Commanding Officer and Major Kambli 
pressurized him to defame the Jamaat publicly. He was 
told if he did that he would be rewarded with money and 
be appointed as a government gunmen commander. 
However, he refused to act on army diktats. Next day, his 
dead body was handed over to Parimpora police station 
by army.Having no information of my father's 
whereabouts, my mother, Shahmala, along with another 
Jamaat member Abdul Majeed of Rafiabad reached the 
police station to file a missing report. When my mother 
was giving the details of my father to the police, they 
shocked her with news that they had already received 
the dead body of my father from government gunmen. 
Then my father's dead body was transported in a police 
jeep to Palhallan for last rites. 
After the killing of my father, the army led by Major 
Kambli still raided my house, and now he was looking for 
my uncle, Mohammad Maqbool Hajam who was an 
active member of HM. Meanwhile, a crackdown was 
imposed in the area and all the inhabitants of the village 
were assembled at Sadderbal School, Sofi Mohalla.  I 
was taken to the place where Major Kambli was during 
the crack down. Major Kambli asked me about my uncle 
Mohammad Maqbool Hajam's whereabouts. I said I did 
not know. Major Kambli poured hot tea on my head. This 
happened in the presence of 200-300 people. Then I 
was taken to one of the rooms of the school, stripped 
naked and beaten. Major Kambli gave me a grace period 

thof ten days to produce my uncle. On the 10  day, I left my 
house and shifted to Baramulla, and returned after two 
months, when I heard that Major Kambli had been 
transferred out from the camp. 
In September 1996, Mohammad Maqbool, my uncle, 
and his other friend Abdul Rasheed Bhat were arrested 
during a meeting of HM. The place where the meeting 
was held was cordoned by the Mahar Regiment and 
government gunmen identified as Lateef Ahmad Mir, 
Abdul Rasheed Ganai, Abdullah Yatoo and Sahba 
Ganai.  The meeting was held in the shop of Abdul Ahad, 
resident of Raipur, Palhallan. Other members of HM 
were also supposed to come for the meeting to the same 
place. Army and Ikhwanis raided the shop in which 
Mohammad Maqbool and Abdul Rasheed Bhat were 
arrested and brought to Palhallan and kept there in the 

tharmy camp. Both were tortured there and on the 29  day 
in the camp they were killed during the torture and their 
dead bodies were found at Ghat Palhallan. The family 
received the dead body from the Pattan Police Station. 
Mohammad Maqbool's dead body was also not allowed 
by government gunmen to be buried at the Martyr's 
graveyard. He too was buried then at his ancestral 
graveyard.
In 1997, Major Sinha raided my house and picked me 
along with my two brothers and cousin brother. We were 
all tortured together at Palhallan army camp. After two 
days one brother was released, and on the fifth day I was 
also released. Next day, Kamal Bhat a source for the 
Palhallan army camp along with Numberdar came to our 
house. They told my family and me that the other brother 
and cousin would be released only if the demand of 
Major Sinha was accepted: payment of Rs. 5,00,000. 
The family arranged Rs. 1,50,000 and a carpet worth Rs. 

had been detained in Palhallan army camp. He also 
refers to the formation of a “Peace Committee” that 
functioned from 1994 to around 1998under the 
Chairmanship of Abdul Khaliq Bhat, which was 
approved by the army and apparently formed in 
consultation with them. This committee was to intervene 
and assist in release of civilians picked up by the army. 
The creation of this body indicates the extent to which 
normal systems of power – the police being the most 
obvious in addition to the administrative systems – had 
been superseded. The army was the primary authority 
and civilians, under guidance from army ofcers, had to 
nd ways and means to assist themselves.
Witness B [Testimony No.4] states that in the time that he 
was functional as an MM operative, and immediately 
prior, the government militia commanders, working for 
the Indian army, were: Mohammad Ramzan Mian, alias 
Hayat Khan, resident of Pattan, Azam Khan, resident of 
Hokar, Badasgam, Achabal, Islamabad District, 
Shaheen, resident of Nihalpora, Pattan, and nally, 
Ghulam Ahmad Waza, alias Amma Waza, resident of 
Palhallan. Each of the commanders succeeded the 
predecessor once they were killed. Witness B joined the 
MM and began working for the army during the tenure of 
Azam Khan.
The most precise and clear testimony of the arming of 
the government gunmen is that of Witness B. He states 
that weapons and ammunition were provided to them 
directly by the army. The weapons were provided by the 
Palhallan camp. A Company Havaldar Major [CHM] was 
in charge of maintaining a register. All weapons 
provided, and there was no quota or limitation, were to 
be accounted for in the register. All weapons and 
ammunition returned were also accounted for similarly. 
The witness himself never approached or went to the 
Hyderbaig camp. However, he states that commanders 
and senior gunmen did go to the Hyderbaig camp. Only 
they could deal with the senior ofcers at the Hyderbaig 
camp, such as Lt. Colonel Choudhary. Further, as stated 
above, Noor-ud-din conrms that Hayat Khan would 
receive weapons and ammunition directly from the 
Hyderbaig camp. Witness C states that the army used to 
supply the MM weapons even in Chaksari. He states that 
even Mohammad Yousuf Dar, brother of Ahsan Dar, was 
being armed by the army openly. The testimony of 
Witness D varies from Witness C to the extent that he 
states, only ammunition was received from the army and 
the weapons with the MM were those that they received 
earlier when they were militants. He states that 
ammunition was received from the Chaksari camp [as 
he was part of the Chaksari MM]. He states that 
Commander Athar would get the ammunition and then 
distribute it. He himself never met the Major and 
received the ammunition. Ghulam Hassan Bhat, alias 
Hass Kaloo, resident of Buran, Pattan, Testimony no.12, 
and working for Hayat Khan also conrms that 
ammunition was received from the army. Once again, he 
states he never received it directly from the army camp. 
He also suggests an understanding between the various 
MM groups as he states that when Hayat Khan's group 
did not have ammunition they could sometimes also get 
it from Athar's group of MM at Chaksari. 
Both Witness B and Noor-ud-Din state that the regular 
Jammu and Kashmir police could not, and did not, 
interfere with the government gunmen and their 
operations. This extended all the way to the 

Superintendent of Police [SP] level.  Witness B goes as 
far as to state that they would not even listen to the 
police. But, the SOG, as evidenced by the role of DSP 
Kuldeep and ASI Surjeet, did run the government 
gunmen as well and were responsible for widespread 
human rights violations. 
The role—rather the lack of a role—of the police has also 
been mentioned by Dr. Abdul Ahad Yatoo, resident of 
Hyderbaig, Pattan. Abdul Ahad Yatoo refers to himself 
as a social worker, and has fought elections, as detailed 
in his testimony [Testimony no.9]. As a person involved 
in the electoral process this witness would necessarily 
have an intimate understanding of the power, inuence 
and control of the army in Palhallan. Abdul Ahad Yatoo 
stated that he had assisted in saving thousands of 
civilians detained by the army. While this claim and the 
surrounding circumstances are contested, there is little 
disagreement about the access Abdul Ahad Yatoo had to 
the army. Therefore, his testimony is compelling. He 
states that the Jammu and Kashmir police had no power 
to supersede the decisions of the army. They could 
“request” the army – for example to release a person 
detained – but the power lay with the army. 
“Captain” Abdul Aziz Bhat [Testimony No.5], states that 
the army, because of the circumstances, was in control 
till the late 1990s and it was only subsequent to that that 
the police was given a role. The Superintendents of 
Police did not have a role and they were limited to their 
ofces. This is also the reason why when his sons were 
abducted in December 1996 by the soldiers of Palhallan 
army camp, he chose not to approach a senior police 
ofcial, Satnam Singh, who was his friend. Instead, he 
approached the army directly.  
Witness D [Testimony no.11], also states very clearly 
that the police had no role and could not control the MM. 
Further, he states that even the SOG did not follow 
orders from the regular police at the Pattan police 
station. This lack of power of the policemen stationed at 
Pattan is also conrmed by Witness B. Ghulam Hassan 
Bhat, alias Hass Kaloo, who states that, based on his 
numerous visits to the Palhallan army camp he believes 
that the army was supreme and the police subordinate to 
them. 
The above testimony of Abdul Ahad Yatoo of the power 
of the army is further buttressed by a claim that he makes 
that requires corroboration. But even uncorroborated it 
still is telling about the control exercised by army ofcers. 
He states that in 1994 or 1995 he approached the 
Commanding Ofcer – who commanded the Gharwal 
Ries – and requested him not to allow the “ikhwan” [a 
reference to government gunmen] to function in the 
Pattan area as the town was peaceful. He states that the 
Commanding Ofcer accepted his request and the 
Ikhwan was in fact denied access to Pattan town. 
Another illustration that displays the control the army 
held over the government gunmen is available in the 
testimony of Assadullah Ganie [Testimony no.21] where 
he states that the government gunmen who kidnapped 
his daughter ultimately surrendered before Major S.K. 
Sharma, at Hyderbaig camp at Zorawar cinema, despite 
the presence of police and other authorities to whom 
they might have earlier surrendered.  

Joint Operations
The clearest evidence of the structure of violence in 
Pattan emanates from the witness testimony of raids, 
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crackdowns, intimidation and violence. Across the cases 
the army personnel and their ofcers lead the police and 
government gunmen as they commit crimes of extra-
judicial executions, torture, enforced disappearances 
and sexual violence. Whether it was the Gharwal Ries, 
the Mahar regiment or the Rajputana Ries, and 
whether it was Major Sinha or Major Kambli, the army 
stationed at Palhallan was at the forefront, and clearly in 
control of, civilian agents of violence. Therefore, even in 
the raids conducted by army ofcers, government 
gunmen were included. Witness B's testimony is 
particularly strong with regard to receiving a direct order 
from Major Sinha to kill a HM militant [a command which 
he managed to avoid]. 
Also on record is the testimony of Showkat Ahmad alias 
Shoga [Testimony no.6] where on two occasions he was 
arrested due to information provided by government 
gunmen. In the rst case, he was arrested after a falling 
out with his commander – Athar. He states that after a 
confrontation, his commander stayed in the Chaksari 
camp and arranged for his and another person's arrest 
and detention. On the second instance, a government 
gunman named Rashid himself cames to Showkat's 
house [on the information of a neighbor], brought  him 
out and got him arrested by the army. 

The different forces operating over Pattan are brought 
out by the testimony of Reyaz Ahmad Farhat [Testimony 
no.23] where he states :
My father was an active member of Jamaat-e-Islami. 
Like many other activists of Jamaat, my father was also 
arrested many times by State forces.
My father was first arrested in 1987 by the police from his 
house and jailed in Hira Nagar Jail, Jammu for two years. 
After his release, he was again arrested on 26 July 1989 
by BSF from Wusan market. He was taken to Old Airport, 
Rangreth, a detention center, where he was kept for two 
months and later shifted to Hari Niwas, a notorious 
torture center. In Hari Niwas he was detained for three 
months during which he was tortured. Then he was 
shifted to Kot Bhalwal Jail, Jammu and detained there 
for one and a half year.  
In 1994, for the first time, a military camp comprising 
Garhwal Rifles was established in the Palhallan area. As 
soon as the camp was established the soldiers began 
raids at our house twice a day. The daily raids forced my 
father and Mohammad Maqbool, another Jamaat 
activist living in same area, to migrate to Srinagar. My 
father started living with his relatives at Bemina while 
Mohammad Maqbool stayed at Hawal in downtown 
Srinagar. However, there was no let up in the raids. 
Along with Garhwal Rifles, the raids were conducted by 
government gunmen particularly Mohammad Shaban 
Kawa, Ghulam Nabi Kawa, Ismail Kawa, Aziz Rather, his 
son Bashir Rather, Ghulam Ahmad Waza, Mohammad 
Abdullah Itoo, Habibullah Mir and his son Latief Ahmad 
Mir, Ghulam Nabi Kochka, Jabbar Kanna, two gunmen 
with same name Abdul Rashid Ganie, Bashir Ahmad 
Gania, all of whom were residents of Palhallan and were 
working with the Garhwal regiment.   
On 29 November 1995, Major Kambli of Garhwal Rifles 
along with his soldiers and government gunmen Ghulam 
Ahmad Waza, Shaban Kawa and Shahnawaz and 
others with masked faces raided the house of my father 
at Bemina. He was taken out in the lawn and army fired 

few aerial shots. Then my father was taken to the 
Palhallan army camp. In the camp he was tortured. 
Ghulam Nabi Kawa hit his Kangri (firepot) on my father's 
head. The Commanding Officer and Major Kambli 
pressurized him to defame the Jamaat publicly. He was 
told if he did that he would be rewarded with money and 
be appointed as a government gunmen commander. 
However, he refused to act on army diktats. Next day, his 
dead body was handed over to Parimpora police station 
by army.Having no information of my father's 
whereabouts, my mother, Shahmala, along with another 
Jamaat member Abdul Majeed of Rafiabad reached the 
police station to file a missing report. When my mother 
was giving the details of my father to the police, they 
shocked her with news that they had already received 
the dead body of my father from government gunmen. 
Then my father's dead body was transported in a police 
jeep to Palhallan for last rites. 
After the killing of my father, the army led by Major 
Kambli still raided my house, and now he was looking for 
my uncle, Mohammad Maqbool Hajam who was an 
active member of HM. Meanwhile, a crackdown was 
imposed in the area and all the inhabitants of the village 
were assembled at Sadderbal School, Sofi Mohalla.  I 
was taken to the place where Major Kambli was during 
the crack down. Major Kambli asked me about my uncle 
Mohammad Maqbool Hajam's whereabouts. I said I did 
not know. Major Kambli poured hot tea on my head. This 
happened in the presence of 200-300 people. Then I 
was taken to one of the rooms of the school, stripped 
naked and beaten. Major Kambli gave me a grace period 

thof ten days to produce my uncle. On the 10  day, I left my 
house and shifted to Baramulla, and returned after two 
months, when I heard that Major Kambli had been 
transferred out from the camp. 
In September 1996, Mohammad Maqbool, my uncle, 
and his other friend Abdul Rasheed Bhat were arrested 
during a meeting of HM. The place where the meeting 
was held was cordoned by the Mahar Regiment and 
government gunmen identified as Lateef Ahmad Mir, 
Abdul Rasheed Ganai, Abdullah Yatoo and Sahba 
Ganai.  The meeting was held in the shop of Abdul Ahad, 
resident of Raipur, Palhallan. Other members of HM 
were also supposed to come for the meeting to the same 
place. Army and Ikhwanis raided the shop in which 
Mohammad Maqbool and Abdul Rasheed Bhat were 
arrested and brought to Palhallan and kept there in the 

tharmy camp. Both were tortured there and on the 29  day 
in the camp they were killed during the torture and their 
dead bodies were found at Ghat Palhallan. The family 
received the dead body from the Pattan Police Station. 
Mohammad Maqbool's dead body was also not allowed 
by government gunmen to be buried at the Martyr's 
graveyard. He too was buried then at his ancestral 
graveyard.
In 1997, Major Sinha raided my house and picked me 
along with my two brothers and cousin brother. We were 
all tortured together at Palhallan army camp. After two 
days one brother was released, and on the fifth day I was 
also released. Next day, Kamal Bhat a source for the 
Palhallan army camp along with Numberdar came to our 
house. They told my family and me that the other brother 
and cousin would be released only if the demand of 
Major Sinha was accepted: payment of Rs. 5,00,000. 
The family arranged Rs. 1,50,000 and a carpet worth Rs. 

had been detained in Palhallan army camp. He also 
refers to the formation of a “Peace Committee” that 
functioned from 1994 to around 1998under the 
Chairmanship of Abdul Khaliq Bhat, which was 
approved by the army and apparently formed in 
consultation with them. This committee was to intervene 
and assist in release of civilians picked up by the army. 
The creation of this body indicates the extent to which 
normal systems of power – the police being the most 
obvious in addition to the administrative systems – had 
been superseded. The army was the primary authority 
and civilians, under guidance from army ofcers, had to 
nd ways and means to assist themselves.
Witness B [Testimony No.4] states that in the time that he 
was functional as an MM operative, and immediately 
prior, the government militia commanders, working for 
the Indian army, were: Mohammad Ramzan Mian, alias 
Hayat Khan, resident of Pattan, Azam Khan, resident of 
Hokar, Badasgam, Achabal, Islamabad District, 
Shaheen, resident of Nihalpora, Pattan, and nally, 
Ghulam Ahmad Waza, alias Amma Waza, resident of 
Palhallan. Each of the commanders succeeded the 
predecessor once they were killed. Witness B joined the 
MM and began working for the army during the tenure of 
Azam Khan.
The most precise and clear testimony of the arming of 
the government gunmen is that of Witness B. He states 
that weapons and ammunition were provided to them 
directly by the army. The weapons were provided by the 
Palhallan camp. A Company Havaldar Major [CHM] was 
in charge of maintaining a register. All weapons 
provided, and there was no quota or limitation, were to 
be accounted for in the register. All weapons and 
ammunition returned were also accounted for similarly. 
The witness himself never approached or went to the 
Hyderbaig camp. However, he states that commanders 
and senior gunmen did go to the Hyderbaig camp. Only 
they could deal with the senior ofcers at the Hyderbaig 
camp, such as Lt. Colonel Choudhary. Further, as stated 
above, Noor-ud-din conrms that Hayat Khan would 
receive weapons and ammunition directly from the 
Hyderbaig camp. Witness C states that the army used to 
supply the MM weapons even in Chaksari. He states that 
even Mohammad Yousuf Dar, brother of Ahsan Dar, was 
being armed by the army openly. The testimony of 
Witness D varies from Witness C to the extent that he 
states, only ammunition was received from the army and 
the weapons with the MM were those that they received 
earlier when they were militants. He states that 
ammunition was received from the Chaksari camp [as 
he was part of the Chaksari MM]. He states that 
Commander Athar would get the ammunition and then 
distribute it. He himself never met the Major and 
received the ammunition. Ghulam Hassan Bhat, alias 
Hass Kaloo, resident of Buran, Pattan, Testimony no.12, 
and working for Hayat Khan also conrms that 
ammunition was received from the army. Once again, he 
states he never received it directly from the army camp. 
He also suggests an understanding between the various 
MM groups as he states that when Hayat Khan's group 
did not have ammunition they could sometimes also get 
it from Athar's group of MM at Chaksari. 
Both Witness B and Noor-ud-Din state that the regular 
Jammu and Kashmir police could not, and did not, 
interfere with the government gunmen and their 
operations. This extended all the way to the 

Superintendent of Police [SP] level.  Witness B goes as 
far as to state that they would not even listen to the 
police. But, the SOG, as evidenced by the role of DSP 
Kuldeep and ASI Surjeet, did run the government 
gunmen as well and were responsible for widespread 
human rights violations. 
The role—rather the lack of a role—of the police has also 
been mentioned by Dr. Abdul Ahad Yatoo, resident of 
Hyderbaig, Pattan. Abdul Ahad Yatoo refers to himself 
as a social worker, and has fought elections, as detailed 
in his testimony [Testimony no.9]. As a person involved 
in the electoral process this witness would necessarily 
have an intimate understanding of the power, inuence 
and control of the army in Palhallan. Abdul Ahad Yatoo 
stated that he had assisted in saving thousands of 
civilians detained by the army. While this claim and the 
surrounding circumstances are contested, there is little 
disagreement about the access Abdul Ahad Yatoo had to 
the army. Therefore, his testimony is compelling. He 
states that the Jammu and Kashmir police had no power 
to supersede the decisions of the army. They could 
“request” the army – for example to release a person 
detained – but the power lay with the army. 
“Captain” Abdul Aziz Bhat [Testimony No.5], states that 
the army, because of the circumstances, was in control 
till the late 1990s and it was only subsequent to that that 
the police was given a role. The Superintendents of 
Police did not have a role and they were limited to their 
ofces. This is also the reason why when his sons were 
abducted in December 1996 by the soldiers of Palhallan 
army camp, he chose not to approach a senior police 
ofcial, Satnam Singh, who was his friend. Instead, he 
approached the army directly.  
Witness D [Testimony no.11], also states very clearly 
that the police had no role and could not control the MM. 
Further, he states that even the SOG did not follow 
orders from the regular police at the Pattan police 
station. This lack of power of the policemen stationed at 
Pattan is also conrmed by Witness B. Ghulam Hassan 
Bhat, alias Hass Kaloo, who states that, based on his 
numerous visits to the Palhallan army camp he believes 
that the army was supreme and the police subordinate to 
them. 
The above testimony of Abdul Ahad Yatoo of the power 
of the army is further buttressed by a claim that he makes 
that requires corroboration. But even uncorroborated it 
still is telling about the control exercised by army ofcers. 
He states that in 1994 or 1995 he approached the 
Commanding Ofcer – who commanded the Gharwal 
Ries – and requested him not to allow the “ikhwan” [a 
reference to government gunmen] to function in the 
Pattan area as the town was peaceful. He states that the 
Commanding Ofcer accepted his request and the 
Ikhwan was in fact denied access to Pattan town. 
Another illustration that displays the control the army 
held over the government gunmen is available in the 
testimony of Assadullah Ganie [Testimony no.21] where 
he states that the government gunmen who kidnapped 
his daughter ultimately surrendered before Major S.K. 
Sharma, at Hyderbaig camp at Zorawar cinema, despite 
the presence of police and other authorities to whom 
they might have earlier surrendered.  

Joint Operations
The clearest evidence of the structure of violence in 
Pattan emanates from the witness testimony of raids, 
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done as protection for the forces – as the families were 
used as human shields. He further states that as they 
were with the army they also served as effective 
hostages that might deter militants from attacking the 
forces. 
The following persons were made to sleep at the camp 
according to interviews in the area: Mohamamd 
Shahbaz Khan and Zahoor Ahmad Khan, sons of Wali 
Mohammad Khan, Abdul Rashid Sheikh, son of Ali 
Mohammad Sheikh, Abdul Rashid Bhat, son of Abdul 
Aziz Bhat, Abdul Ahad Bhat, son of Ali Mohammad Bhat, 
Farooq Ahmad Sheikh, son of Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Sheikh, Gulzar Ahmad Bhat and Ghulam Hassan Bhat, 
sons of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, Ghulam Ahmad 
Malik, Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh, son of Abdul Khaliq 
Sheikh, Mohammad Akbar Najar, son of Abdul Habib 
Najar, Ghulam Mohammad Najar, son of Habibullah 
Najar, Javed Ahmad Najar, son of Ghulam Ahmad Najar, 
Reyaz Ahmad Tantray, son of Ghulam Qadir Tantray, 
Ghulam Mohammad Tantray and Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Tantray, sons of Abdul Kabir Tantray, Fayaz Ahmad 
Tantray, son of Abdul Hamid Tantray, Mohammad 
Maqbool Tantray, a teacher, and Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Sheikh, son of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh.
This collective punishment was meted out for a few 
years.
Fayaz Ahmad Tantray, victimized in this manner, testies 
to his experiences of voilence in the following words:
In 1990, my brother Rafiq Ahmad Tantray went across 
the line to join militancy. Since then the army started 
harassing my family including me. The army of the 
Hamray camp raided many times and enquired about 
my brother.
From 1995, I was forced to appear in camps like 
Palhallan, Wusan and SOG camp Baba Taing every 
Sunday. IB officers Bishnu Panday and Varghese also 
called me to the Hyderbaig camp. At the camp, I came to 
know about the name of these officers.
 Since 1998, persons of the village whose family 
members were militants were forcibly kept in the camp 
for the night and made to sleep there. Then in the 
morning we were made to sweep the camp and only then 
were allowed to go. This continued till 2001.  
In 2002, at about 9:30 am, I was at the shop of my 
maternal uncle Ghulam Mohammad Bhat. Meanwhile, 
two government gunmen, Mohammad Abdullah Yatoo 
and Reyaz Sadda passed through the same road where 
the shop was situated. This was close to the army camp 
at Palhallan in the Pandit houses. Between these two 
gunmen, Mohammad Abdullah, was shot on his head. 
Nobody could find out where the bullet was fired from. 
Then the army also opened fire in the air. My uncle and I 
ran away from the spot and hid ourselves at Kumar 
Mohalla. The army raided the place my uncle and I were 
hiding. We were arrested and brought to the spot of 
incident again. There, DSP (Operations) Rashid Billa 
grabbed me by the ear and questioned me. We were 
both then taken to the Palhallan army camp and kept 
there for five to six days and only then released.
On the same night of my release at about 11:30 pm, the 
SOG of Baramulla raided my house. I was taken to G-
Branch, Matches factory, Baramulla. For the first one to 
two days I was not tortured. After two days I was tied to a 
chair and was beaten with sticks. SP (Operations) 
Mushtaq Sadiq beat me himself. After being beaten I 
was given electric shocks. Also when I was going to the 

bathroom SOG personnel beat me till I reached the 
bathroom. I was released after 16 days of torture. Then I 
was brought to Pattan police station for five to six days 
and was only then released. 
 On the same day of my release, SP Mushtaq Sadiq was 
going on a raid to Shalpora, Palhallan. When he reached 
Palhallan he sent the watchman of the area to call me. 
The SP took me along for the raid. On returning from 
there the SP handed me to police Station Pattan and I 
was kept there for 2 days.
On 15 August 2002, I and other inhabitants of Palhallan 
were forced to hoist Indian Flags on our shops and 
houses by the army of Watergam. Major Rakesh was 
along with the army. Major noticed that the flag hoisted 
on the shop of my maternal uncle was upside down. He 
asked me who hoisted this flag and told me to bring the 
flag down. I tried to bring the flag down but couldn't reach 
the height of the flag. Major abused me verbally and 
ordered me to bring it down. I jumped and brought the 
flag down, but the flag fell down on the road from my 
hands. Then they beat me with sticks, Major Rakesh 
slapped me 10-15 times. I was trampled by army and 
was dragged on the road.
  In 2003, I was going to my office in Sopore in a bus, but I 
noticed that a sumo vehicle was following me, as the 
sumo would stop where the bus stopped and was after 
the bus till Sopore. At Sopore when I stepped down from 
the bus, four boys came out of this sumo and asked me 
about Huda College. I told them it is in Pattan.  All the 
four boys were non-Kashmiris; I could identify this by 
their language and looks. The boys took out a pistol and 
forced me to board into a sumo. They covered my eyes 
and after driving me for 2-3 hours, kept me in an empty 
water tank, which was in an army camp. I think that I was 
kept in Choora camp, as there is such a water tank in 
Choora Camp. The tank was almost 50 meters deep. I 
was lowered down into the tank by a ladder. On the first 
day in the tank I was made to drink chili powder water 
and was not allowed to sleep as a bright lamp was kept 
on in the tank, which was pointed towards my face. I was 
kept there for seven days and for these days I was not 
allowed to sleep. After this I was referred to Shariefabad 
camp for seven days. At both the places I was asked 
about my brother's whereabouts. On the 7th day at 
Shariefabad camp an army person told me that I would 
be killed on next day. I was told that my parents would 
receive a message the following day that their son has 
been killed while crossing the line (line of control). I do 
not know the name of the army person who said this to 
me. On the same night I was brought to Narbal with my 
eyes covered at about 12:30 am and was tied there with 
a tree. An army person told me there that he was going to 
shoot me right then and he also asked me where he 
should shoot me. I replied “on the heart”. The army left 
and kept me there, but I was not aware about this as my 
eyes were blind-folded. After an hour, the then SHO 
Pattan Muneer was passing through the same road 
along with his personnel . He found me tied to the tree 
and took me to police post Mirgund. From there he took 
me to police station Pattan. He called my family. I was 
released on the next day. 
After few days Major A.K Sharma of Wusan Camp along 
with his personnel visited my house. He told me that I 
had been picked up by RAW from Delhi. The Major also 
asked me if any of my belongings remained with the 
RAW personnel. I said my watch, mobile and 1300 

50,000. This was sent to Major Sinha through Kamal 
Bhat and then brother and cousin were released. 
In 2004, at 4:00 pm a few Jammu and Kashmir police 
personnel came to my house and I was summoned to 
appear in the Pattan Camp. I went there at 5:00 pm. At 
the camp, DSP Mohan Lal accused me of providing 
shelter to militants, being affiliated to Jamaat and then 
lodged a FIR against me and took me to the Matches 
Factory camp at Baramulla. There I was kept for 29 days 
in a cell, which was so confined that I was unable to sit or 
stand properly. I was also tortured there and was made 
to sit on an iron chair through which I was electrocuted. I 
was hung upside down and my head was dipped in 
water. I was tortured for four to five days. After 29 days I 
was shifted to Hariniwas Interrogation Centre, Srinagar 
and was kept there for eleven days.  There too I was 
beaten by sticks and was asked about militant 
whereabouts. After this, I was shifted to Pattan police 
station and was kept there for five to eight days and then 
I was released on bail. After my release the army still 
continued to raid my house and summon me to Wusan 
and Hyderbaig camps till 2007.
In 2007, the SOG, Baba Taing, Pattan camp raided my 
house and arrested me. Mohammad Yousuf Bandh, the 
then DSP was himself with his personnel while raiding 
my house and. They took me to the Cargo camp at 
Srinagar. There I was hung upside down, my body was 
electrocuted, my legs stretched and my body was 
dipped in water. I was released after twelve days. My 
family was informed to take me home. 
In 2009, I was going to Srinagar and was arrested at 
Singhpora. I was going to Srinagar in a Sumo vehicle, 
which was stopped by SOG and I was taken to 
Rambagh, Srinagar for enquiry by Special Investigation 
Team [SIT] and IB and was kept there for one day. In the 
evening I was shifted to Shergarhi police station. One 
more boy, Mudasir Malla, a friend of mine was also 
arrested on the same day. Police filed a wrong FIR 
against me that I had weapons on me and was arrested 
at Wathoora, Budgam. After four months in Shergarhi 
police station I got bail.

Repeated Victimization
As seen in the case study of Islamabad, in Pattan too 
there are individuals who were repeatedly and 
systematically targeted for their political beliefs or family 
relationship with militants. This is most starkly brought 
out in the testimony of Mohammad Ashraf Khan, whose 
father was a militant:
The army started harassing my father as soon as the 
Palhallan army camp was set up in 1994. The Garhwal 
Regiment was stationed there. Due to this camp being 
set up, he migrated to another village Ghat Gopalan 
where he stayed along with his outfit. 
Aziz Garhwal, of the Garhwal regiment, along with 15-20 
persons, would come home at night and beat me, as well 
as my mother. They would come at around 10:00-11:00 
pm. They would also come during the day or in the 
evening. I was beaten up despite the fact that I was 
physically handicapped with a damaged leg. i was 9 
years old at that time. Five to seven government gunmen 
would also accompany the army during these raids. 
They included Ghulam Ahmad Waza, Ismail Kawa, 
Ghulam Nabi, Shaban Kawa, and Abdul Rasheed. Apart 
from beating me and my mother, they would also break 
things inside the house. The army would come and raid 

the house daily or sometimes even two times a day. 
Major Kambli [alias Dhandan “Toothy” Major] would 
come for raids even when the family was staying at my 
father's mother-in-law's house. He would keep his shoes 
on top of my feet and my mother's feet and crush them by 
pressing down hard.
On 8 November 1995, there was cross firing in Ghat 
Gopalan village and during the incident my father was 
killed. His dead body was kept in the Palhallan army 
camp. Government gunmen there stole his watch, 
jackets, boots etc. But Major Kambli said that they must 
respect the deceased. He said that Ghulam Ahmad 
Khan was only doing for his outfit what he [Major] was 
doing for his regiment. They then returned the body to 
us. 
However, raids at our home continued even after the 
encounter. In 1996, Major Liyakat [Sinha] was posted to 
the Palhallan army camp and he continued to raid our 
home. Government gunmen would inform him that our 
family still had links with HM. He came home and took 
away valuable carpets that we owned. He would cut up 
the carpets and carry them away with him. He took the 
granite tombstone which the family had made for our 
father. 
In 1996, the government gunmen told Major Liyakat that 
Ghulam Hassan Khan, my cousin was now with HM. So, 
the army from Hyderbaig took me into custody for 15-20 
days. My family found out because when they went to 
Palhallan army camp, they were told that I had not been 
taken and were asked to try Hyderbaig. Major Liyakat 
had taken me to Hyderbaig. Through the intervention of 
a relative they secured my release but I was in a half-
dead state. They had used an iron roller all over my body. 
They had burnt me with cigarette butts. They had also 
given me electric shocks all over my body. Major Liyakat 
continued to raid our house even when Ghulam Hasan 
was in custody. 
My maternal uncle, Mohammed Maqbool Tantray, was 
killed on 5 May 1996. Government gunmen claimed that 
he had links with my father and therefore with HM. They 
would regularly come to his house for raid and seize 
items. They would also try to keep the family under 
pressure by letting them know that they were under 
surveillance. Abdul Rasheed Ganai came home that day 
[I was present and witness to the incident; I was 11 years 
old then] and shot Mohammed Maqbool Tantray in the 
head, as soon as he opened the window to try and get 
away. 
My cousin, Bashir Ahmed Khan, was also tortured and 
killed. Government gunmen took him almost daily to the 
Palhallan army camp. They came home one day in 1996 
and shot Bashir Ahmed Khan in his stomach. Abdullah 
Hadd, resident of Yatipora killed him. They claimed that 
he too had had links with HM.

Reprisals/ Human Shields
The attack on families of militants is a feature already 
seen in the Islamabad study. But, in the case of Pattan 
[particularly Palhallan army camp] this “attack” took on a 
unique form where families of militants were made to 
sleep in the houses and sheds in the camp as hostages. 
Fayaz Ahmad Tantray, son of Abdul Hamid Tantray, 
resident of Tantraypora, Palhallan testies to this, as 
does Mohammad Akbar Bhat whose house was 
occupied by the SOG. This practice is also conrmed by 
Witness B [Testimony no.4] when he states that this was 
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done as protection for the forces – as the families were 
used as human shields. He further states that as they 
were with the army they also served as effective 
hostages that might deter militants from attacking the 
forces. 
The following persons were made to sleep at the camp 
according to interviews in the area: Mohamamd 
Shahbaz Khan and Zahoor Ahmad Khan, sons of Wali 
Mohammad Khan, Abdul Rashid Sheikh, son of Ali 
Mohammad Sheikh, Abdul Rashid Bhat, son of Abdul 
Aziz Bhat, Abdul Ahad Bhat, son of Ali Mohammad Bhat, 
Farooq Ahmad Sheikh, son of Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Sheikh, Gulzar Ahmad Bhat and Ghulam Hassan Bhat, 
sons of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, Ghulam Ahmad 
Malik, Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh, son of Abdul Khaliq 
Sheikh, Mohammad Akbar Najar, son of Abdul Habib 
Najar, Ghulam Mohammad Najar, son of Habibullah 
Najar, Javed Ahmad Najar, son of Ghulam Ahmad Najar, 
Reyaz Ahmad Tantray, son of Ghulam Qadir Tantray, 
Ghulam Mohammad Tantray and Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Tantray, sons of Abdul Kabir Tantray, Fayaz Ahmad 
Tantray, son of Abdul Hamid Tantray, Mohammad 
Maqbool Tantray, a teacher, and Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Sheikh, son of Ghulam Rasool Sheikh.
This collective punishment was meted out for a few 
years.
Fayaz Ahmad Tantray, victimized in this manner, testies 
to his experiences of voilence in the following words:
In 1990, my brother Rafiq Ahmad Tantray went across 
the line to join militancy. Since then the army started 
harassing my family including me. The army of the 
Hamray camp raided many times and enquired about 
my brother.
From 1995, I was forced to appear in camps like 
Palhallan, Wusan and SOG camp Baba Taing every 
Sunday. IB officers Bishnu Panday and Varghese also 
called me to the Hyderbaig camp. At the camp, I came to 
know about the name of these officers.
 Since 1998, persons of the village whose family 
members were militants were forcibly kept in the camp 
for the night and made to sleep there. Then in the 
morning we were made to sweep the camp and only then 
were allowed to go. This continued till 2001.  
In 2002, at about 9:30 am, I was at the shop of my 
maternal uncle Ghulam Mohammad Bhat. Meanwhile, 
two government gunmen, Mohammad Abdullah Yatoo 
and Reyaz Sadda passed through the same road where 
the shop was situated. This was close to the army camp 
at Palhallan in the Pandit houses. Between these two 
gunmen, Mohammad Abdullah, was shot on his head. 
Nobody could find out where the bullet was fired from. 
Then the army also opened fire in the air. My uncle and I 
ran away from the spot and hid ourselves at Kumar 
Mohalla. The army raided the place my uncle and I were 
hiding. We were arrested and brought to the spot of 
incident again. There, DSP (Operations) Rashid Billa 
grabbed me by the ear and questioned me. We were 
both then taken to the Palhallan army camp and kept 
there for five to six days and only then released.
On the same night of my release at about 11:30 pm, the 
SOG of Baramulla raided my house. I was taken to G-
Branch, Matches factory, Baramulla. For the first one to 
two days I was not tortured. After two days I was tied to a 
chair and was beaten with sticks. SP (Operations) 
Mushtaq Sadiq beat me himself. After being beaten I 
was given electric shocks. Also when I was going to the 

bathroom SOG personnel beat me till I reached the 
bathroom. I was released after 16 days of torture. Then I 
was brought to Pattan police station for five to six days 
and was only then released. 
 On the same day of my release, SP Mushtaq Sadiq was 
going on a raid to Shalpora, Palhallan. When he reached 
Palhallan he sent the watchman of the area to call me. 
The SP took me along for the raid. On returning from 
there the SP handed me to police Station Pattan and I 
was kept there for 2 days.
On 15 August 2002, I and other inhabitants of Palhallan 
were forced to hoist Indian Flags on our shops and 
houses by the army of Watergam. Major Rakesh was 
along with the army. Major noticed that the flag hoisted 
on the shop of my maternal uncle was upside down. He 
asked me who hoisted this flag and told me to bring the 
flag down. I tried to bring the flag down but couldn't reach 
the height of the flag. Major abused me verbally and 
ordered me to bring it down. I jumped and brought the 
flag down, but the flag fell down on the road from my 
hands. Then they beat me with sticks, Major Rakesh 
slapped me 10-15 times. I was trampled by army and 
was dragged on the road.
  In 2003, I was going to my office in Sopore in a bus, but I 
noticed that a sumo vehicle was following me, as the 
sumo would stop where the bus stopped and was after 
the bus till Sopore. At Sopore when I stepped down from 
the bus, four boys came out of this sumo and asked me 
about Huda College. I told them it is in Pattan.  All the 
four boys were non-Kashmiris; I could identify this by 
their language and looks. The boys took out a pistol and 
forced me to board into a sumo. They covered my eyes 
and after driving me for 2-3 hours, kept me in an empty 
water tank, which was in an army camp. I think that I was 
kept in Choora camp, as there is such a water tank in 
Choora Camp. The tank was almost 50 meters deep. I 
was lowered down into the tank by a ladder. On the first 
day in the tank I was made to drink chili powder water 
and was not allowed to sleep as a bright lamp was kept 
on in the tank, which was pointed towards my face. I was 
kept there for seven days and for these days I was not 
allowed to sleep. After this I was referred to Shariefabad 
camp for seven days. At both the places I was asked 
about my brother's whereabouts. On the 7th day at 
Shariefabad camp an army person told me that I would 
be killed on next day. I was told that my parents would 
receive a message the following day that their son has 
been killed while crossing the line (line of control). I do 
not know the name of the army person who said this to 
me. On the same night I was brought to Narbal with my 
eyes covered at about 12:30 am and was tied there with 
a tree. An army person told me there that he was going to 
shoot me right then and he also asked me where he 
should shoot me. I replied “on the heart”. The army left 
and kept me there, but I was not aware about this as my 
eyes were blind-folded. After an hour, the then SHO 
Pattan Muneer was passing through the same road 
along with his personnel . He found me tied to the tree 
and took me to police post Mirgund. From there he took 
me to police station Pattan. He called my family. I was 
released on the next day. 
After few days Major A.K Sharma of Wusan Camp along 
with his personnel visited my house. He told me that I 
had been picked up by RAW from Delhi. The Major also 
asked me if any of my belongings remained with the 
RAW personnel. I said my watch, mobile and 1300 

50,000. This was sent to Major Sinha through Kamal 
Bhat and then brother and cousin were released. 
In 2004, at 4:00 pm a few Jammu and Kashmir police 
personnel came to my house and I was summoned to 
appear in the Pattan Camp. I went there at 5:00 pm. At 
the camp, DSP Mohan Lal accused me of providing 
shelter to militants, being affiliated to Jamaat and then 
lodged a FIR against me and took me to the Matches 
Factory camp at Baramulla. There I was kept for 29 days 
in a cell, which was so confined that I was unable to sit or 
stand properly. I was also tortured there and was made 
to sit on an iron chair through which I was electrocuted. I 
was hung upside down and my head was dipped in 
water. I was tortured for four to five days. After 29 days I 
was shifted to Hariniwas Interrogation Centre, Srinagar 
and was kept there for eleven days.  There too I was 
beaten by sticks and was asked about militant 
whereabouts. After this, I was shifted to Pattan police 
station and was kept there for five to eight days and then 
I was released on bail. After my release the army still 
continued to raid my house and summon me to Wusan 
and Hyderbaig camps till 2007.
In 2007, the SOG, Baba Taing, Pattan camp raided my 
house and arrested me. Mohammad Yousuf Bandh, the 
then DSP was himself with his personnel while raiding 
my house and. They took me to the Cargo camp at 
Srinagar. There I was hung upside down, my body was 
electrocuted, my legs stretched and my body was 
dipped in water. I was released after twelve days. My 
family was informed to take me home. 
In 2009, I was going to Srinagar and was arrested at 
Singhpora. I was going to Srinagar in a Sumo vehicle, 
which was stopped by SOG and I was taken to 
Rambagh, Srinagar for enquiry by Special Investigation 
Team [SIT] and IB and was kept there for one day. In the 
evening I was shifted to Shergarhi police station. One 
more boy, Mudasir Malla, a friend of mine was also 
arrested on the same day. Police filed a wrong FIR 
against me that I had weapons on me and was arrested 
at Wathoora, Budgam. After four months in Shergarhi 
police station I got bail.

Repeated Victimization
As seen in the case study of Islamabad, in Pattan too 
there are individuals who were repeatedly and 
systematically targeted for their political beliefs or family 
relationship with militants. This is most starkly brought 
out in the testimony of Mohammad Ashraf Khan, whose 
father was a militant:
The army started harassing my father as soon as the 
Palhallan army camp was set up in 1994. The Garhwal 
Regiment was stationed there. Due to this camp being 
set up, he migrated to another village Ghat Gopalan 
where he stayed along with his outfit. 
Aziz Garhwal, of the Garhwal regiment, along with 15-20 
persons, would come home at night and beat me, as well 
as my mother. They would come at around 10:00-11:00 
pm. They would also come during the day or in the 
evening. I was beaten up despite the fact that I was 
physically handicapped with a damaged leg. i was 9 
years old at that time. Five to seven government gunmen 
would also accompany the army during these raids. 
They included Ghulam Ahmad Waza, Ismail Kawa, 
Ghulam Nabi, Shaban Kawa, and Abdul Rasheed. Apart 
from beating me and my mother, they would also break 
things inside the house. The army would come and raid 

the house daily or sometimes even two times a day. 
Major Kambli [alias Dhandan “Toothy” Major] would 
come for raids even when the family was staying at my 
father's mother-in-law's house. He would keep his shoes 
on top of my feet and my mother's feet and crush them by 
pressing down hard.
On 8 November 1995, there was cross firing in Ghat 
Gopalan village and during the incident my father was 
killed. His dead body was kept in the Palhallan army 
camp. Government gunmen there stole his watch, 
jackets, boots etc. But Major Kambli said that they must 
respect the deceased. He said that Ghulam Ahmad 
Khan was only doing for his outfit what he [Major] was 
doing for his regiment. They then returned the body to 
us. 
However, raids at our home continued even after the 
encounter. In 1996, Major Liyakat [Sinha] was posted to 
the Palhallan army camp and he continued to raid our 
home. Government gunmen would inform him that our 
family still had links with HM. He came home and took 
away valuable carpets that we owned. He would cut up 
the carpets and carry them away with him. He took the 
granite tombstone which the family had made for our 
father. 
In 1996, the government gunmen told Major Liyakat that 
Ghulam Hassan Khan, my cousin was now with HM. So, 
the army from Hyderbaig took me into custody for 15-20 
days. My family found out because when they went to 
Palhallan army camp, they were told that I had not been 
taken and were asked to try Hyderbaig. Major Liyakat 
had taken me to Hyderbaig. Through the intervention of 
a relative they secured my release but I was in a half-
dead state. They had used an iron roller all over my body. 
They had burnt me with cigarette butts. They had also 
given me electric shocks all over my body. Major Liyakat 
continued to raid our house even when Ghulam Hasan 
was in custody. 
My maternal uncle, Mohammed Maqbool Tantray, was 
killed on 5 May 1996. Government gunmen claimed that 
he had links with my father and therefore with HM. They 
would regularly come to his house for raid and seize 
items. They would also try to keep the family under 
pressure by letting them know that they were under 
surveillance. Abdul Rasheed Ganai came home that day 
[I was present and witness to the incident; I was 11 years 
old then] and shot Mohammed Maqbool Tantray in the 
head, as soon as he opened the window to try and get 
away. 
My cousin, Bashir Ahmed Khan, was also tortured and 
killed. Government gunmen took him almost daily to the 
Palhallan army camp. They came home one day in 1996 
and shot Bashir Ahmed Khan in his stomach. Abdullah 
Hadd, resident of Yatipora killed him. They claimed that 
he too had had links with HM.

Reprisals/ Human Shields
The attack on families of militants is a feature already 
seen in the Islamabad study. But, in the case of Pattan 
[particularly Palhallan army camp] this “attack” took on a 
unique form where families of militants were made to 
sleep in the houses and sheds in the camp as hostages. 
Fayaz Ahmad Tantray, son of Abdul Hamid Tantray, 
resident of Tantraypora, Palhallan testies to this, as 
does Mohammad Akbar Bhat whose house was 
occupied by the SOG. This practice is also conrmed by 
Witness B [Testimony no.4] when he states that this was 
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and HM and then subsequently were made to pay Rs. 
1 lakh to MM on the insistence of Athar, MM 
commander as the MM claimed that their weapons 
were taken away by HM. This happened on 4 
February 1995. 

  Mohammad Afzal Khan, son of Yar Mohammad 
Khan, resident of Ganjipora, Pattan, casual labourer 
at PHE department. Hayat Khan, Azam Khan and 
other government gunmen made him work at 
Ganjipora and cut the willow and poplar trees of the 
migrant Kashmiri Pandits. They said that the money 
needed to be sent to the Pandits. Hayat Khan and his 
group was then attacked by HM. One of their 
operatives, code named Bahadur Khan [he had 
come from outside Pattan to work for MM], was killed. 
As a reaction they killed Mohamamd Afzal Khan after 
torturing him in the paddy elds. His body was found 
subsequently.   

  Sonaullah Lone, son of Ali Mohammad Lone, 
used to work with militants. After being chased by the 
army he was killed in mysterious circumstances. 

Torture
The following persons were tortured and the 
involvement of a unit/ofcer is as indicated below:
  Manzoor Ahmad Naikoo, son of Abdul Aziz 

Naikoo, resident of Palhallan, Businessman, was 
tortured in 1996 by Major Sinha alias Liyaqat Ali Khan 
at the Palhallan army camp. 

  Mohammad Ismail Sheikh, son of Ghulam 
Mohiuddin Sheikh, resident of Tantraypora, Palhallan 
was interrogated and tortured on six occasions by 
State forces. 

  Abdul Ahad Bhat, resident of Tantarypora, 
Palhallan, was tortured at the Palhallan army camp 
by the SOG. He was electrocuted and acid was 
thrown on him. 

  Abdul Rahim Reshi, son of Abdul Jabbar Reshi, 
resident of Palapora, Pattan, farmer, was accused of 
working with militants even though he was not a 
militant. He was part of Jamaat-e-Islami. He had 
been arrested and tortured numerous times by the 
Palhallan army camp.  

  Mohammad Maqbool Reshi, son of Abdul Gani 
Reshi, resident of Palapora, Pattan was arrested in a 
crackdown by Gharwal Ries from Palhallan army 
camp. He was burnt by a stove which was placed 
between his feet. 

  Fayaz  Ahmad Gana i ,  son o f  Ghu lam 
Mohammad Ganai, aged 38 years, resident of 
Katpora, Palhallan, Baker was tortured by 
government gunmen and personnel of the Mahar 
Regiment from the Palhallan army camp in 1996.

  Abdul Ahad Dar, son of Mohammad Subhan 
Dar, was tortured by personnel of the Palhallan army 
camp. 

  Ghulam Ahmad Najar, resident right next to the 
Palhallan army camp, was tortured by both Major 
Kambli and Major Sinha alias Liyaqat Ali Khan. He 
was made to stay at the camp as well. His son was a 
militant.

  Abdul Salam Najar, uncle of Ghulam Ahmad 
Najar, resident right next to the Palhallan army camp, 
was tortured and burnt with cigarette butts. Further, 
he was asked to pay Rs. 20,000 to be allowed to 

leave.  
  Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat and Hilal alias Ur, sons 

of Abdul Aziz Bhat, resident of Bhat Mohalla, Pattan 
were tortured in and around December 1996 by 
Major Sinha alias Liyaqat Ali Khan at the Palhallan 
army camp. 

  Mehraj-ud-din Bhat, son of Abdul Rashid Bhat, 
Resident of Marazi Mohalla, Tantraypora, Palhallan, 
was tortured by personnel of the Palhallan army 
camp, particularly the SOG on numerous occasions 
and once severely in 1994.

  Fayaz Ahmad Tantray, son of Abdul Hamid 
Tantray, resident of Tantraypora, Palhallan, was 
made to sleep in the SOG camp, part of the Palhallan 
army camp, for a few years from 1998 onwards. This 
was because his brother was a militant and this was 
the routine the army implemented on family members 
of militants i.e. making them sleep at the camp. The 
victim was also tortured. During the time of 3 Gurkha 
Regiment, the victim was once beaten by Major 
Rakesh for mistakably dropping the Indian ag on the 
ground at his uncle's shop. 

  Mohammad Yousuf Bhat and Fayaz Ahmad 
Bhat, sons of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, residents of 
Tantraypora, Palhallan, were tortured by Major Sinha 
alias Liyaqat Ali Khan in 1996. 

  Ali Mohammad Bhat, son of Ghulam Qadir Bhat, 
resident of Raipora, Palhallan, Retired teacher. The 
victim was a member of Jamaat-e-Islami and was 
tortured in 1999 by the army and SOG of the 
Palhallan army camp. 

  Reyaz Ahmad Hajam, son of Abdul Rashid 
Hajam [Farhat], resident of Palhallan, was tortured in 
1996 by Major Kambli of Palhallan army camp. 
Further, his two brothers, and cousin brother were 
tortured together in 1997 by Major Sinha alias Liyaqat 
Ali Khan. 

  Abdul Aziz Bhat [Haji], son of Mohammad 
Subhan Bhat was tortured by Subedar Thapa of 
Garhwal Ries. Subsequently he was killed by 
unknown gunmen. 

  Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, son of Mohammad 
Subhan Bhat, resident of Bhat Mohalla, Palhallan, 
was tortured by Garhwal Ries.

  Mohiuddin Tantray was the elder brother of 
Shabir Ahmad Tantray, who was a militant and known 
as Yaseen Charlie. The victim was tortured by Mahar 
Regiment personnel with his hands tied behind his 
back and polythene was burnt onto his back.

Encounters
As in the case of Islamabad, the ‘encounter’ was a 
feature of violence in Pattan as well, including by the 
Tapper and Palhallan army camps. In the case of Pattan, 
information was provided by Jammu and Kashmir Police 
through RTI regarding encounters in Jammu and 
Kashmir from 1990 till 2014.
The information summarized below proves that besides 
the army, various battalions of CRPF, BSF and SOG of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Police have been intensively 
involved in the counter-insurgency operations.
In the area of study there are numerous allegations 
against the forces including allegations of staged 
encounters. The RTI information on encounters 
provides an opportunity and a line of enquiry for 

rupees with the wallet. The Major told me that I would 
receive each thing back.  After 10-15 days I received my 
things back from Wusan Camp.
After 2003 I was not harassed anymore.”

The Camp Record
In the case of Pattan and surrounding villages the heavy 
militarization – from MM, BSF, CRPF, Police and the 
presence of the army, including at Palhallan camp, 
Hamray camp and Tapper army camp – led to numerous 
killings and other violations. 
While conducting eld research in Pattan town, 
Palhallan village and adjoining areas the researchers 
came across the following cases of enforced 
disappearances, extra-judicial executions, and torture. 
These cases are not a comprehensive listing of the 
cases of violations in the area. These cases should be 
read along with the more detailed testimonies in 
Annexure 3 and the detailed list of violations at 
Annexure  4.

Enforced Disappearances 
The following persons have been subjected to enforced 
disappearance and the involvement of a unit/ofcer is as 
indicated below:
  Fayaz Ahmad Dar, son of Abdul Gani Dar, 

resident of Raipora, Palhallan, government school 
teacher, was abducted by government gunmen, 
specically Azam Khan, and then disappeared from 
Pattan on 19 August 1994. 

  Mohammad Akbar Rather, son of Mohammad 
Subhan Rather, resident of Palhallan, student, was 
abducted by Major Sinha, alias Liyaqat Ali Khan, on 
28 November 1996, and then disappeared. 

  Abdul Ahad Dar, son of Ghulam Ahmad Dar, 
resident of Wusan was a case of prolonged 
disappearance. Ghulam Ahmad Dar states that his 
son was arrested by a Major Samir Khan and then 
handed him over to Major Sinha alias Liyaqat Ali 
Khan, from the Palhallan army camp. Following a 
prolonged disappearance the body of the victim was 
found. 

  Saleema Begum, aged 27, resident of 
Tantraypora, Palhallan, was disappeared by 
government gunmen on 12 August 1995.

  Fayaz Ahmad Lone, son of Abdul Gaffar Lone, 
resident of Hanjiwara Bala, Pattan, was disappeared 
by the army on 7 July 1994. 

  Abdul Jabbar Wani, aged 35, Abdul Sidiq Wani, 
resident of Raipora, Palhallan, a government 
gunman, was disappeared by the army in 1998. 

Killings
The following persons were killed and the involvement of 
a unit/ofcer is as indicated below:
  Mohammad Maqbool Malik, resident of 

Palhallan, Shopkeeper, was also an Imam at the 
Raipora masjid. The victim was killed on 14 April 
1996 as he was leaving the masjid, by government 
gunmen and army personnel of the Palhallan army 
camp.  

  Mohammad Ramzan Malik, son of Abdul 
Rehman Malik, resident of Raipora, Palhallan, 
Shopkeeper, was an ex-militant and Jamaat-e-Islami 
member and he had been jailed for two years in the 
past. On 9/10 October 1995 the victim was killed by 

Major Kambli. 
  Mohammad Maqbool Tantray, aged 18/20, 

Carpet weaver, was killed sometime after the 
disappearance of Mohammad Akbar Rather, in 1996. 
The victim was killed late at night, around 9:30 pm by 
government gunmen. Prior to going to his house, the 
gunmen went to the house of Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Sheikh, but no one was injured there. The victim's 
body was buried the morning after his killing.

  Bashir Ahmad Khan, was a civilian aged about 
25 years. The government gunmen of the Palhallan 
army camp killed him inside his home in 1996. 

  Abdul Rashid Hajam [Farhat], resident of 
Palhallan, was an active member of Jamaat-e-Islami. 
The victim was at that point staying in Srinagar. He 
was arrested at about 8:30 pm by army and 
government gunmen, led by Major Kambli and 
brought to Palhallan and killed on 29 November 
1995.

  Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh, son of Ghulam 
Rasool Sheikh [Haji], resident of Tantraypora, 
Palhallan, and Nazir Ahmad Lone, son of Habibullah 
Lone, resident of Tantraypora, Palhallan were killed. 
Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh was rst arrested in 1987 
as he was a member of Jamaat-e-Islami. He was 
tortured on numerous occasions beginning from 
1990. On 25 June 1999 he was killed alongwith a 
person named Nazir Ahmad Lone. 

  Dilawar Khan, an ex-militant and government 
gunman, was killed by personnel of the Palhallan 
army camp in 2000. He was working with Nazir 
Ahmad Lone as an informer for the Delhi police.

  Mohammad Ramzan Lone, resident of Gosh 
Bugh, Teacher, was killed in 1996 by government 
gunmen along with personnel of Hyderbaig camp.

  Ghulam Mohammad Wani, resident of Lolipora 
was killed by government gunmen along with army 
personnel of Hyderbaig camp.

  Zahoor Ahmad Bhat, son of Noor-ud-Din Bhat, 
resident of Pattan town was killed by Sub Divisional 
Police Ofcer ( SDPO ) Abdul Rashid Khan alias 
Rashid Billa on 7 August 1998. 

  Abdul Rashid Malla and Mohammad Maqbool 
Hajam, resident of Palhallan were abducted by the 
army, kept at the Palhallan army camp for 21 days 
and then killed on 24 August 1996 at Ghat Palhallan. 
Mohammad Maqbool Hajam is the brother of Abdul 
Rashid Hajam [Farhat] who was killed nine months 
before this killing. 

  Tariq Ahmad Teeli, son of Sonaullah Teeli, 
resident of Pattan was killed in 1994 by government 
gunmen. He was a released HM militant. 

  Ghulam Ahmad Yatoo, son of Abdul Rehman 
Yatoo, resident of Yatipora, Pattan, was killed by 
personnel of Wusan camp on 1 September 1995.

  Ghulam Mohammad Yatoo, son of Abdul 
Rehman Yatoo, resident of Yatipora, Pattan, was 
killed by personnel of Gharwal Ries, Palhallan army 
camp on 22 May 1994. 

  Reyaz Ahmad Dar, 14 years old, son of Ghulam 
Nabi Dar, resident of Bon Mohalla, Yatipora, Pattan, 
was killed by the personnel of Hyderbaig army camp 
after  they asked him to nd their missing dog. 

  Ghulam Mohammad Ganai, Reyaz Ahmad 
Ganai, Irshad Ahmad Ganai, and Saleema of 
Behrampora, Pattan were killed in ring between MM 
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and HM and then subsequently were made to pay Rs. 
1 lakh to MM on the insistence of Athar, MM 
commander as the MM claimed that their weapons 
were taken away by HM. This happened on 4 
February 1995. 

  Mohammad Afzal Khan, son of Yar Mohammad 
Khan, resident of Ganjipora, Pattan, casual labourer 
at PHE department. Hayat Khan, Azam Khan and 
other government gunmen made him work at 
Ganjipora and cut the willow and poplar trees of the 
migrant Kashmiri Pandits. They said that the money 
needed to be sent to the Pandits. Hayat Khan and his 
group was then attacked by HM. One of their 
operatives, code named Bahadur Khan [he had 
come from outside Pattan to work for MM], was killed. 
As a reaction they killed Mohamamd Afzal Khan after 
torturing him in the paddy elds. His body was found 
subsequently.   

  Sonaullah Lone, son of Ali Mohammad Lone, 
used to work with militants. After being chased by the 
army he was killed in mysterious circumstances. 

Torture
The following persons were tortured and the 
involvement of a unit/ofcer is as indicated below:
  Manzoor Ahmad Naikoo, son of Abdul Aziz 

Naikoo, resident of Palhallan, Businessman, was 
tortured in 1996 by Major Sinha alias Liyaqat Ali Khan 
at the Palhallan army camp. 

  Mohammad Ismail Sheikh, son of Ghulam 
Mohiuddin Sheikh, resident of Tantraypora, Palhallan 
was interrogated and tortured on six occasions by 
State forces. 

  Abdul Ahad Bhat, resident of Tantarypora, 
Palhallan, was tortured at the Palhallan army camp 
by the SOG. He was electrocuted and acid was 
thrown on him. 

  Abdul Rahim Reshi, son of Abdul Jabbar Reshi, 
resident of Palapora, Pattan, farmer, was accused of 
working with militants even though he was not a 
militant. He was part of Jamaat-e-Islami. He had 
been arrested and tortured numerous times by the 
Palhallan army camp.  

  Mohammad Maqbool Reshi, son of Abdul Gani 
Reshi, resident of Palapora, Pattan was arrested in a 
crackdown by Gharwal Ries from Palhallan army 
camp. He was burnt by a stove which was placed 
between his feet. 

  Fayaz  Ahmad Gana i ,  son o f  Ghu lam 
Mohammad Ganai, aged 38 years, resident of 
Katpora, Palhallan, Baker was tortured by 
government gunmen and personnel of the Mahar 
Regiment from the Palhallan army camp in 1996.

  Abdul Ahad Dar, son of Mohammad Subhan 
Dar, was tortured by personnel of the Palhallan army 
camp. 

  Ghulam Ahmad Najar, resident right next to the 
Palhallan army camp, was tortured by both Major 
Kambli and Major Sinha alias Liyaqat Ali Khan. He 
was made to stay at the camp as well. His son was a 
militant.

  Abdul Salam Najar, uncle of Ghulam Ahmad 
Najar, resident right next to the Palhallan army camp, 
was tortured and burnt with cigarette butts. Further, 
he was asked to pay Rs. 20,000 to be allowed to 

leave.  
  Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat and Hilal alias Ur, sons 

of Abdul Aziz Bhat, resident of Bhat Mohalla, Pattan 
were tortured in and around December 1996 by 
Major Sinha alias Liyaqat Ali Khan at the Palhallan 
army camp. 

  Mehraj-ud-din Bhat, son of Abdul Rashid Bhat, 
Resident of Marazi Mohalla, Tantraypora, Palhallan, 
was tortured by personnel of the Palhallan army 
camp, particularly the SOG on numerous occasions 
and once severely in 1994.

  Fayaz Ahmad Tantray, son of Abdul Hamid 
Tantray, resident of Tantraypora, Palhallan, was 
made to sleep in the SOG camp, part of the Palhallan 
army camp, for a few years from 1998 onwards. This 
was because his brother was a militant and this was 
the routine the army implemented on family members 
of militants i.e. making them sleep at the camp. The 
victim was also tortured. During the time of 3 Gurkha 
Regiment, the victim was once beaten by Major 
Rakesh for mistakably dropping the Indian ag on the 
ground at his uncle's shop. 

  Mohammad Yousuf Bhat and Fayaz Ahmad 
Bhat, sons of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, residents of 
Tantraypora, Palhallan, were tortured by Major Sinha 
alias Liyaqat Ali Khan in 1996. 

  Ali Mohammad Bhat, son of Ghulam Qadir Bhat, 
resident of Raipora, Palhallan, Retired teacher. The 
victim was a member of Jamaat-e-Islami and was 
tortured in 1999 by the army and SOG of the 
Palhallan army camp. 

  Reyaz Ahmad Hajam, son of Abdul Rashid 
Hajam [Farhat], resident of Palhallan, was tortured in 
1996 by Major Kambli of Palhallan army camp. 
Further, his two brothers, and cousin brother were 
tortured together in 1997 by Major Sinha alias Liyaqat 
Ali Khan. 

  Abdul Aziz Bhat [Haji], son of Mohammad 
Subhan Bhat was tortured by Subedar Thapa of 
Garhwal Ries. Subsequently he was killed by 
unknown gunmen. 

  Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, son of Mohammad 
Subhan Bhat, resident of Bhat Mohalla, Palhallan, 
was tortured by Garhwal Ries.

  Mohiuddin Tantray was the elder brother of 
Shabir Ahmad Tantray, who was a militant and known 
as Yaseen Charlie. The victim was tortured by Mahar 
Regiment personnel with his hands tied behind his 
back and polythene was burnt onto his back.

Encounters
As in the case of Islamabad, the ‘encounter’ was a 
feature of violence in Pattan as well, including by the 
Tapper and Palhallan army camps. In the case of Pattan, 
information was provided by Jammu and Kashmir Police 
through RTI regarding encounters in Jammu and 
Kashmir from 1990 till 2014.
The information summarized below proves that besides 
the army, various battalions of CRPF, BSF and SOG of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Police have been intensively 
involved in the counter-insurgency operations.
In the area of study there are numerous allegations 
against the forces including allegations of staged 
encounters. The RTI information on encounters 
provides an opportunity and a line of enquiry for 

rupees with the wallet. The Major told me that I would 
receive each thing back.  After 10-15 days I received my 
things back from Wusan Camp.
After 2003 I was not harassed anymore.”

The Camp Record
In the case of Pattan and surrounding villages the heavy 
militarization – from MM, BSF, CRPF, Police and the 
presence of the army, including at Palhallan camp, 
Hamray camp and Tapper army camp – led to numerous 
killings and other violations. 
While conducting eld research in Pattan town, 
Palhallan village and adjoining areas the researchers 
came across the following cases of enforced 
disappearances, extra-judicial executions, and torture. 
These cases are not a comprehensive listing of the 
cases of violations in the area. These cases should be 
read along with the more detailed testimonies in 
Annexure 3 and the detailed list of violations at 
Annexure  4.

Enforced Disappearances 
The following persons have been subjected to enforced 
disappearance and the involvement of a unit/ofcer is as 
indicated below:
  Fayaz Ahmad Dar, son of Abdul Gani Dar, 

resident of Raipora, Palhallan, government school 
teacher, was abducted by government gunmen, 
specically Azam Khan, and then disappeared from 
Pattan on 19 August 1994. 

  Mohammad Akbar Rather, son of Mohammad 
Subhan Rather, resident of Palhallan, student, was 
abducted by Major Sinha, alias Liyaqat Ali Khan, on 
28 November 1996, and then disappeared. 

  Abdul Ahad Dar, son of Ghulam Ahmad Dar, 
resident of Wusan was a case of prolonged 
disappearance. Ghulam Ahmad Dar states that his 
son was arrested by a Major Samir Khan and then 
handed him over to Major Sinha alias Liyaqat Ali 
Khan, from the Palhallan army camp. Following a 
prolonged disappearance the body of the victim was 
found. 

  Saleema Begum, aged 27, resident of 
Tantraypora, Palhallan, was disappeared by 
government gunmen on 12 August 1995.

  Fayaz Ahmad Lone, son of Abdul Gaffar Lone, 
resident of Hanjiwara Bala, Pattan, was disappeared 
by the army on 7 July 1994. 

  Abdul Jabbar Wani, aged 35, Abdul Sidiq Wani, 
resident of Raipora, Palhallan, a government 
gunman, was disappeared by the army in 1998. 

Killings
The following persons were killed and the involvement of 
a unit/ofcer is as indicated below:
  Mohammad Maqbool Malik, resident of 

Palhallan, Shopkeeper, was also an Imam at the 
Raipora masjid. The victim was killed on 14 April 
1996 as he was leaving the masjid, by government 
gunmen and army personnel of the Palhallan army 
camp.  

  Mohammad Ramzan Malik, son of Abdul 
Rehman Malik, resident of Raipora, Palhallan, 
Shopkeeper, was an ex-militant and Jamaat-e-Islami 
member and he had been jailed for two years in the 
past. On 9/10 October 1995 the victim was killed by 

Major Kambli. 
  Mohammad Maqbool Tantray, aged 18/20, 

Carpet weaver, was killed sometime after the 
disappearance of Mohammad Akbar Rather, in 1996. 
The victim was killed late at night, around 9:30 pm by 
government gunmen. Prior to going to his house, the 
gunmen went to the house of Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Sheikh, but no one was injured there. The victim's 
body was buried the morning after his killing.

  Bashir Ahmad Khan, was a civilian aged about 
25 years. The government gunmen of the Palhallan 
army camp killed him inside his home in 1996. 

  Abdul Rashid Hajam [Farhat], resident of 
Palhallan, was an active member of Jamaat-e-Islami. 
The victim was at that point staying in Srinagar. He 
was arrested at about 8:30 pm by army and 
government gunmen, led by Major Kambli and 
brought to Palhallan and killed on 29 November 
1995.

  Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh, son of Ghulam 
Rasool Sheikh [Haji], resident of Tantraypora, 
Palhallan, and Nazir Ahmad Lone, son of Habibullah 
Lone, resident of Tantraypora, Palhallan were killed. 
Ghulam Mohiuddin Sheikh was rst arrested in 1987 
as he was a member of Jamaat-e-Islami. He was 
tortured on numerous occasions beginning from 
1990. On 25 June 1999 he was killed alongwith a 
person named Nazir Ahmad Lone. 

  Dilawar Khan, an ex-militant and government 
gunman, was killed by personnel of the Palhallan 
army camp in 2000. He was working with Nazir 
Ahmad Lone as an informer for the Delhi police.

  Mohammad Ramzan Lone, resident of Gosh 
Bugh, Teacher, was killed in 1996 by government 
gunmen along with personnel of Hyderbaig camp.

  Ghulam Mohammad Wani, resident of Lolipora 
was killed by government gunmen along with army 
personnel of Hyderbaig camp.

  Zahoor Ahmad Bhat, son of Noor-ud-Din Bhat, 
resident of Pattan town was killed by Sub Divisional 
Police Ofcer ( SDPO ) Abdul Rashid Khan alias 
Rashid Billa on 7 August 1998. 

  Abdul Rashid Malla and Mohammad Maqbool 
Hajam, resident of Palhallan were abducted by the 
army, kept at the Palhallan army camp for 21 days 
and then killed on 24 August 1996 at Ghat Palhallan. 
Mohammad Maqbool Hajam is the brother of Abdul 
Rashid Hajam [Farhat] who was killed nine months 
before this killing. 

  Tariq Ahmad Teeli, son of Sonaullah Teeli, 
resident of Pattan was killed in 1994 by government 
gunmen. He was a released HM militant. 

  Ghulam Ahmad Yatoo, son of Abdul Rehman 
Yatoo, resident of Yatipora, Pattan, was killed by 
personnel of Wusan camp on 1 September 1995.

  Ghulam Mohammad Yatoo, son of Abdul 
Rehman Yatoo, resident of Yatipora, Pattan, was 
killed by personnel of Gharwal Ries, Palhallan army 
camp on 22 May 1994. 

  Reyaz Ahmad Dar, 14 years old, son of Ghulam 
Nabi Dar, resident of Bon Mohalla, Yatipora, Pattan, 
was killed by the personnel of Hyderbaig army camp 
after  they asked him to nd their missing dog. 

  Ghulam Mohammad Ganai, Reyaz Ahmad 
Ganai, Irshad Ahmad Ganai, and Saleema of 
Behrampora, Pattan were killed in ring between MM 
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Year NUMBER OF 
ENCOUNTERS 
REGISTERED IN 
PATTAN POLICE 
STATION 

AGENCIES INVOLVED IN ENCOUNTERS 

Year 1990 13 � 125 INF BN TA (1 encounter) 
� BSF (1 encounter) 
� CRPF (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 45 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 46 BN (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 48 BN (3 encounters) 
� CRPF 50 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 64 BN (1 encounter) 
� JAT REGIMENT (1 encounter) 

Year 1991 23 � ARMY (7 encounters) 
� ARMY 12 DOGRA REJ (1 encounter) 

ARMY 2ND JAT REGIMENT (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 46 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 47 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 48 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 50 BN (5 encounters) 
� DOGRA REGIMENT (1 encounter) 
� GRANADIERS (1 encounters) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE (1 encounter) 

Year 1992 29 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� ARMY / POLICE (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 05 GUARDS (7 encounters) 
� ARMY 15 RAJ RIF (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 15 RAJPUT (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 158 M C/O 56 APO (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 27 RAJPUT (3 encounters) 
� ARMY 514 GRD (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 7 DOGRA (2 encounters) 
� BSF 122 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 16TH BN F COY (1 encounter) 
� BSF 24TH BN (1 encounter) 
� CRPF (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 47 BN (6 encounters) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE (1 encounter) 

Year 1993 25 � ARMY (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 10 BIHAR (5 encounters) 
� ARMY 22 GRD (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 27 RAJPUT (8 encounters) 
� ARMY 7 DOGRA (4 encounters) 
� ARMY 9 PARA (1 encounter) 
� BSF 122 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 172 BN (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 47 BN (1 encounter) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE (1 encounter) 

 

investigation as it is possible to now connect a specic 
force to a specic encounter and determine whether it 
was a staged encounter or not. 
There is no independent mechanism to ascertain the 
presence of various armed forces units who have been 
deployed in this region over the last 25 years. But, the 
RTI information from the police appears to provide some 
ofcial conrmation about the presence of various 
armed forces at  a particular time in a specic location. 
The data shows that the number of encounters was very 
high from 1990 to 1995. There was a signicant drop in 
the number of encounters from 1996 to 1998. The 
number of encounters picked up again between 1999 to 
2002. From 2003, the number of encounters has 
declined once again. 
The total number of encounters from 1990 to 2014 is 
238. According to the police admission 27 civilians have 
been killed. Based on other information available, no 
one has investigated the culpability of the armed forces 
or indeed prosecuted individuals or units for these 
crimes of admitted civilian killings.
Signicantly, in these 238 encounters police claim that 
225 militants were killed. Out of this, 45 continue to be 
unidentied. In cases researched in this report there are 
examples where civilians were killed by the army in fake 
encounters and then shown to be militants. For example, 
Testimony no.49 provides information on two cases of 
fake encounter in Yatipora, Pattan. Both are brothers of 
the witness Ali Mohammad Yatoo. First, his brother 
Ghulam Ahmad Yatoo was killed on 1 September 1995 
and a FIR was led by the 15 RR of Hamray camp stating 
that the victim was a militant, who died in ring and 
recovery of weapons and ammunition were made. This 
is the same year in which as per the RTI response above 

15 RR of Hamray was involved in 11 encounters. 
Presumably this “encounter” was one of them. The 
family of the victim state that he was interrogated and 
then killed. Most interestingly, the family received ex-
gratia relief and SRO-43 benets from the government 
thereby proving that even as per government  inquiries 
he was not involved in  militancy related activities. But, 
the FIR led by Major Jagjit of 15 RR never led to any 
prosecution for the fake encounter. The second case is 
of 22 May 1994, a year earlier, is similar. This time 
Ghulam Mohammad was taken away by the Gharwal 
Ries of the army on 22 May 1994, killed, and 
categorized as a militant. The family states that he was 
used as a human shield and killed. Once again, in that 
year Gharwal Ries was involved in 7 encounters and 
this fake encounter is presumably one of them. The 
family received ex-gratia relief and SRO-43 benets 
thereby once again proving that the government itself 
did not consider the victim to have been involved in 
militancy related activities. 
Most importantly, the question of 45 unidentied 
militants reveals that the phenomenon of unmarked 
graves and unidentied bodies is prevalent in the Pattan 
area. There are documented cases, including by the 
Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission, 
where bodies have been buried as unidentied militants 
by the forces that later were found to be in fact civilians. 
Investigations would need to be carried out on these 45 
unidentied “militants” to ascertain their identity, which in 
turn could lead to investigations on the commission of 
serious  crimes.     
The summarized information relating to encounters in 
Pattan is presented as a graph and table below: 

| Structures of Violence | Structures of Violence 45 46



Year NUMBER OF 
ENCOUNTERS 
REGISTERED IN 
PATTAN POLICE 
STATION 

AGENCIES INVOLVED IN ENCOUNTERS 

Year 1990 13 � 125 INF BN TA (1 encounter) 
� BSF (1 encounter) 
� CRPF (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 45 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 46 BN (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 48 BN (3 encounters) 
� CRPF 50 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 64 BN (1 encounter) 
� JAT REGIMENT (1 encounter) 

Year 1991 23 � ARMY (7 encounters) 
� ARMY 12 DOGRA REJ (1 encounter) 

ARMY 2ND JAT REGIMENT (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 46 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 47 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 48 BN (2 encounters) 
� CRPF 50 BN (5 encounters) 
� DOGRA REGIMENT (1 encounter) 
� GRANADIERS (1 encounters) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE (1 encounter) 

Year 1992 29 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� ARMY / POLICE (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 05 GUARDS (7 encounters) 
� ARMY 15 RAJ RIF (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 15 RAJPUT (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 158 M C/O 56 APO (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 27 RAJPUT (3 encounters) 
� ARMY 514 GRD (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 7 DOGRA (2 encounters) 
� BSF 122 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 16TH BN F COY (1 encounter) 
� BSF 24TH BN (1 encounter) 
� CRPF (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 47 BN (6 encounters) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE (1 encounter) 

Year 1993 25 � ARMY (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 10 BIHAR (5 encounters) 
� ARMY 22 GRD (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 27 RAJPUT (8 encounters) 
� ARMY 7 DOGRA (4 encounters) 
� ARMY 9 PARA (1 encounter) 
� BSF 122 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 172 BN (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 47 BN (1 encounter) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE (1 encounter) 

 

investigation as it is possible to now connect a specic 
force to a specic encounter and determine whether it 
was a staged encounter or not. 
There is no independent mechanism to ascertain the 
presence of various armed forces units who have been 
deployed in this region over the last 25 years. But, the 
RTI information from the police appears to provide some 
ofcial conrmation about the presence of various 
armed forces at  a particular time in a specic location. 
The data shows that the number of encounters was very 
high from 1990 to 1995. There was a signicant drop in 
the number of encounters from 1996 to 1998. The 
number of encounters picked up again between 1999 to 
2002. From 2003, the number of encounters has 
declined once again. 
The total number of encounters from 1990 to 2014 is 
238. According to the police admission 27 civilians have 
been killed. Based on other information available, no 
one has investigated the culpability of the armed forces 
or indeed prosecuted individuals or units for these 
crimes of admitted civilian killings.
Signicantly, in these 238 encounters police claim that 
225 militants were killed. Out of this, 45 continue to be 
unidentied. In cases researched in this report there are 
examples where civilians were killed by the army in fake 
encounters and then shown to be militants. For example, 
Testimony no.49 provides information on two cases of 
fake encounter in Yatipora, Pattan. Both are brothers of 
the witness Ali Mohammad Yatoo. First, his brother 
Ghulam Ahmad Yatoo was killed on 1 September 1995 
and a FIR was led by the 15 RR of Hamray camp stating 
that the victim was a militant, who died in ring and 
recovery of weapons and ammunition were made. This 
is the same year in which as per the RTI response above 

15 RR of Hamray was involved in 11 encounters. 
Presumably this “encounter” was one of them. The 
family of the victim state that he was interrogated and 
then killed. Most interestingly, the family received ex-
gratia relief and SRO-43 benets from the government 
thereby proving that even as per government  inquiries 
he was not involved in  militancy related activities. But, 
the FIR led by Major Jagjit of 15 RR never led to any 
prosecution for the fake encounter. The second case is 
of 22 May 1994, a year earlier, is similar. This time 
Ghulam Mohammad was taken away by the Gharwal 
Ries of the army on 22 May 1994, killed, and 
categorized as a militant. The family states that he was 
used as a human shield and killed. Once again, in that 
year Gharwal Ries was involved in 7 encounters and 
this fake encounter is presumably one of them. The 
family received ex-gratia relief and SRO-43 benets 
thereby once again proving that the government itself 
did not consider the victim to have been involved in 
militancy related activities. 
Most importantly, the question of 45 unidentied 
militants reveals that the phenomenon of unmarked 
graves and unidentied bodies is prevalent in the Pattan 
area. There are documented cases, including by the 
Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission, 
where bodies have been buried as unidentied militants 
by the forces that later were found to be in fact civilians. 
Investigations would need to be carried out on these 45 
unidentied “militants” to ascertain their identity, which in 
turn could lead to investigations on the commission of 
serious  crimes.     
The summarized information relating to encounters in 
Pattan is presented as a graph and table below: 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF ENCOUNTERS 
REGISTERED IN PATTAN POLICE STATION 

238 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CIVILIANS KILLED IN 238 
ENCOUNTERS REGISTERED AT PATTAN 
POLICE STATION 

27 

TOTAL NUMBER OF MILITANTS KILLED IN 
238 ENCOUNTERS REGISTERED AT PATTAN 
POLICE STATION 

225 (Out of which 45 remain unidentified) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF SOLDIERS/POLICEMEN 
KILLED IN 238 ENCOUNTERS RESGITERED 
AT PATTAN POLICE STATION 

23 

 

Year 2001 11 � ARMY 2 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR (5 encounters) 
� ARMY JAKLI (1 encounter) 
� BSF 16 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 59 BN (1 encounter) 
� SOG BARAMULLA, ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
� SOG PATTAN (1 encounter) 

Year 2002 7 � ARMY 29 RR (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 29 RR, ARMY 15 JAKLI, SOG (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR, SOG BARAMULLA (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR, SOG PATTAN (3 encounters) 

Year 2003 4 � ARMY 02 RR, SOG PATTAN, CRPF 29 BN (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
� BSF 154 BN, POLICE PATTAN (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 29 BN, BSF 55 BN (1 encounter) 

Year 2004 5 � ARMY 29 RR (5 encounters) 
Year 2005 4 � ARMY 29 RR (3 encounters) 

� SOG PATTAN (1 encounter) 
Year 2006 2 � ARMY 02 RR (1 encounter) 

� SOG PATTAN, ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
Year 2007 4 � ARMY 29 RR (2 encounters) 

� ARMY 29 RR, SOG  PATTAN (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 52 RR (1 encounter) 

Year 2008 2 � ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 45 BN, ARMY 29 RR, POLICE PATTAN (1 encounter) 

Year 2009 3 � ARMY 52 RR 
� SOG PATTAN, ARMY 29 RR, CRPF 45 BN 
� SOG PATTAN, CRPF 117 BN, ARMY 29 RR 

Year 2010 0  
Year 2011 0  
Year 2012 0 � ARMY 29 RR, SOG PATTAN 

� SOG BARAMULLA, SOG PATTAN, ARMY 26 RR, ARMY  26 RR, ARMY 28 
RANI DOGRA 

Year 2013 0  
Year 2014 0  

 

Year 1994 28 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 05 GUARDS (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 10 BIHAR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 16 BIHAR, ARMY 2ND GADWAL (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 192 HEAD QUARTERS (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 26 PANJAB (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 27 RAJPUT (4 encounters) 
� ARMY 2ND GADWAL (6 encounters) 
� ARMY 2ND GRD (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 5 GUARDS (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 7 DOGRA (4 encounters) 
� BSF 03 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 122 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 13 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 43 BN (1 encounter) 

Year 1995 37 � ARMY (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 13 GUARDS (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 15 RR (11 encounters) 
� ARMY 26 PUNJAB (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 2ND GADWAL (16 encounters) 
� ARMY 34 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 7 DOGRA (1 encounter) 
� ARMY CAMP KREERI (1 encounter) 
� BSF 13 BN (1 encounter) 

Year 1996 3 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 15 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 8 FIELD REGIMENT (1 encounter) 

Year 1997 3 � ARMY 3 GRD (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 8 RAJ RIF (2 encounters) 

Year 1998 3 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� BSF 95 BN (1 encounter) 
� SOG  CRPF BSF (1 encounter) 

Year 1999 13 � ARMY (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 2 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 3 FIELD REGIMENT (1 encounter) 
� BSF 194 BN (2 encounters) 
� BSF 30TH BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 95 BN CRPF, 10TH BN SOG PATTAN, E.L INFANTRY (1 encounter) 
� SOG BUDGAM (1 encounter) 
� SOG PATTAN (2 encounters) 
� SOG PATTAN, CRPF  10TH BN (1 encounter) 
� SOG SRINAGAR, CRPF 

Year 2000 17 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 25 GADWAL (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR, SOG  PATTAN (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 3 FIELD REGIMENT, SOG TANGMARG (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 34 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 3RD JAKLI (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 5 COY (1 encounter) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE (4 encounters) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE, ARMY 2 RR (1 encounter) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE, CRPF 10TH BN (1 encounter) 
� SOG BARAMULLA (1 encounter) 
� SOG PATTAN, CRPF 91 BN, ARMY (1 encounter) 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF ENCOUNTERS 
REGISTERED IN PATTAN POLICE STATION 

238 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CIVILIANS KILLED IN 238 
ENCOUNTERS REGISTERED AT PATTAN 
POLICE STATION 

27 

TOTAL NUMBER OF MILITANTS KILLED IN 
238 ENCOUNTERS REGISTERED AT PATTAN 
POLICE STATION 

225 (Out of which 45 remain unidentified) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF SOLDIERS/POLICEMEN 
KILLED IN 238 ENCOUNTERS RESGITERED 
AT PATTAN POLICE STATION 

23 

 

Year 2001 11 � ARMY 2 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR (5 encounters) 
� ARMY JAKLI (1 encounter) 
� BSF 16 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 59 BN (1 encounter) 
� SOG BARAMULLA, ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
� SOG PATTAN (1 encounter) 

Year 2002 7 � ARMY 29 RR (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 29 RR, ARMY 15 JAKLI, SOG (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR, SOG BARAMULLA (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR, SOG PATTAN (3 encounters) 

Year 2003 4 � ARMY 02 RR, SOG PATTAN, CRPF 29 BN (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
� BSF 154 BN, POLICE PATTAN (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 29 BN, BSF 55 BN (1 encounter) 

Year 2004 5 � ARMY 29 RR (5 encounters) 
Year 2005 4 � ARMY 29 RR (3 encounters) 

� SOG PATTAN (1 encounter) 
Year 2006 2 � ARMY 02 RR (1 encounter) 

� SOG PATTAN, ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
Year 2007 4 � ARMY 29 RR (2 encounters) 

� ARMY 29 RR, SOG  PATTAN (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 52 RR (1 encounter) 

Year 2008 2 � ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
� CRPF 45 BN, ARMY 29 RR, POLICE PATTAN (1 encounter) 

Year 2009 3 � ARMY 52 RR 
� SOG PATTAN, ARMY 29 RR, CRPF 45 BN 
� SOG PATTAN, CRPF 117 BN, ARMY 29 RR 

Year 2010 0  
Year 2011 0  
Year 2012 0 � ARMY 29 RR, SOG PATTAN 

� SOG BARAMULLA, SOG PATTAN, ARMY 26 RR, ARMY  26 RR, ARMY 28 
RANI DOGRA 

Year 2013 0  
Year 2014 0  

 

Year 1994 28 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 05 GUARDS (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 10 BIHAR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 16 BIHAR, ARMY 2ND GADWAL (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 192 HEAD QUARTERS (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 26 PANJAB (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 27 RAJPUT (4 encounters) 
� ARMY 2ND GADWAL (6 encounters) 
� ARMY 2ND GRD (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 5 GUARDS (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 7 DOGRA (4 encounters) 
� BSF 03 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 122 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 13 BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 43 BN (1 encounter) 

Year 1995 37 � ARMY (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 13 GUARDS (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 15 RR (11 encounters) 
� ARMY 26 PUNJAB (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 2ND GADWAL (16 encounters) 
� ARMY 34 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 7 DOGRA (1 encounter) 
� ARMY CAMP KREERI (1 encounter) 
� BSF 13 BN (1 encounter) 

Year 1996 3 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 15 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 8 FIELD REGIMENT (1 encounter) 

Year 1997 3 � ARMY 3 GRD (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 8 RAJ RIF (2 encounters) 

Year 1998 3 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� BSF 95 BN (1 encounter) 
� SOG  CRPF BSF (1 encounter) 

Year 1999 13 � ARMY (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 2 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 3 FIELD REGIMENT (1 encounter) 
� BSF 194 BN (2 encounters) 
� BSF 30TH BN (1 encounter) 
� BSF 95 BN CRPF, 10TH BN SOG PATTAN, E.L INFANTRY (1 encounter) 
� SOG BUDGAM (1 encounter) 
� SOG PATTAN (2 encounters) 
� SOG PATTAN, CRPF  10TH BN (1 encounter) 
� SOG SRINAGAR, CRPF 

Year 2000 17 � ARMY (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 25 GADWAL (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 29 RR, SOG  PATTAN (2 encounters) 
� ARMY 3 FIELD REGIMENT, SOG TANGMARG (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 34 RR (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 3RD JAKLI (1 encounter) 
� ARMY 5 COY (1 encounter) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE (4 encounters) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE, ARMY 2 RR (1 encounter) 
� JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE, CRPF 10TH BN (1 encounter) 
� SOG BARAMULLA (1 encounter) 
� SOG PATTAN, CRPF 91 BN, ARMY (1 encounter) 
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The Jammu and Kashmir Police refused to provide 
information on names of SHOs and SP Operations in 
Jammu and Kashmir, including Baramulla district. 

Government gunmen
The MM operatives who people remember working in the 
area are as follows:
i. Abdul Hamid Malik alias Athar, resident of 
Chaksari, Pattan
ii. Mohammad Ramzan Mian, alias Hayat Khan, 
resident of Pattan. He was later killed.
iii. Azam Khan, resident of Hokar, Badasgam, 
Achabal, Islamabad District. He was later killed. 
iv. Abdul Majid Mir, alias Shaheen, resident of 
Nihalpora, Pattan. He was later killed. 
v. Ghulam Ahmad Waza, alias Amma Waza, 
resident of Palhallan. He was later killed.
vi. Ghulam Nabi Tantray, alias Kawa, resident of 
Palhallan. He was later killed. He had a National 
Conference background, and did not himself carry 
weapons.
vii. Mohammad Yousuf Tantray, alias Kawa, son of 
Ghulam Nabi Tantray, resident of Palhallan. He was later 
killed. 
viii. Nazir Ahmad Bhat alias Nazir Halwa, resident of 
Buran, Pattan. He was later killed.
ix. Mohammad Subhan Tantray, alias Kawa, 
resident of Palhallan. He was later killed. 
x. Ismail Kawa, resident of Palhallan.
xi. Mushtaq Zargar, resident of Pattan.
xii. Showkat Ahmad alias Shoga, resident of Buran, 
Pattan 
xiii. Mohammad Raq Mir, alias Adil, resident of 
Pattan.
xiv. Shahnawaz, used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, 
Palhallan. He was from outside Pattan. He was an 
infamous torturer. He was also considered the right hand 
man of DSP Kuldeep. 
xv. Bashir Ahmad Rather alias Javed, resident of 
Nihalpora, Pattan
xvi. Ghulam Hassan Bhat alias Hass Kalloo, resident 
of Buran, Pattan.
xvii. Mohammad Maqbool Tantray, alias Kawa, 
resident of Palhallan. He was later a victim of enforced 
disappearance.
xviii. Shahbaz Ganie, resident of Tangmarg. Presently 
works as a Special Police Ofcer [SPO]. 
xix. Abdul Rashid Ganie, resident of Palhallan. He 
was later killed.
xx. Abdul Rehman Ganie, alias Sher Khan alias 
Sheru, resident of Mirgund. He was later a victim of 
enforced disappearance. 
xxi. Nazir Ahmad Hurra, resident of Naidkhai. 
Presently works as a SPO in Sumbal, Bandipora.
xxii. Abdul Aziz Rather, resident of Palhallan. He was 
later killed.
xxiii. Bashir Rather, son of Abdul Aziz Rather.
xxiv. Habibullah Mir.
xxv. Latief Ahmad Mir, son of Habibullah Mir.
xxvi. Ghulam Nabi Kochka.
xxvii. Jabbar Kanna.
xxviii. Abdul Rashid Ganai, was working with Gharwal 
Ries, Palhallan army camp.
xxix. Abdul Rashid Ganai (not same as above), was 
working with Gharwal Ries, Palhallan army camp. 
xxx. Mohammad Akbar.

xxxi. Reyaz  Ahmad Sadda ,  son  o f  Ghu lam 
Mohammad, resident of Pattan. Presently works as a 
SPO in Sumbal, Bandipora. 
xxxii. Bashir Ahmad Ganai, was working with Gharwal 
Ries, Palhallan army camp.
xxxiii. Mohammad Ismail Tantray, resident of Palhallan. 
He did not carry weapons.  He had a National Conference 
background, and was a l ineman in the Power 
Department. He was later killed. 
xxxiv. Mohammad Abdullah Yatoo, resident of Wusan. 
He had a National Conference background. He was later 
killed.  
xxxv. Manna Grenade. He was later killed.
xxxvi. Abdul Hamid Khan alias Saleem, son of Saif 
Khan, resident of Wanigam Bala.
xxxvii. Habib [Saleem and Habib were both at the time, 
1995, personal security ofcers to Abdul Ahad Yatoo who 
contested the 1996 and subsequent assembly/ 
parliamentary elections].
xxxviii. Rizwan, resident of Wanigam.
xxxix. Ghulam Mohammad Lone, alias Gul Kandur, 
resident of Palhallan. 
xl. Mohammad Shaban Tantray, resident of 
Tantraypora, Palhallan and used to be based at Kaw 
Mohalla, Palhallan.
xli. Abdul Rashid Hajam, resident of Raipora and 
used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, Palhallan.
xlii. Abdul Rashid Malla, son of Ghulam Qadir Malla, 
resident of Raipora and used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, 
Palhallan.
xliii. Abdul Rasheed Hakim, son of Ghulam Nabi 
Hakim, and used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, Palhallan.
xliv. Ghulam Mohammad, resident of Kadipora, 
Tangmarg and used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, 
Palhallan.
xlv. Mukhtar, resident of Mirgund and used to be 
based at Kaw Mohalla, Palhallan.
xlvi. Ghulam Mohiuddin Ganie, son of Abdul Rehman 
Ganie, resident of Pattan. He is presently working as SPO 
in Achabal, Islamabad. 
xlvii. Khalil Ahmad Tantray. 
xlviii. Abdul Rashid Tantray.

Part D

Complexities and Questions

The Structures of Violence
This chapter while seeking to unravel the complex 
structures of violence at play within particular localities 
has only been able to do so to a limited extent. To 
understand how violence is [and was] perpetrated in 
Jammu and Kashmir a more detailed investigation is 
required. Examining the role of the various actors 
involved behind the scenes whether political or non-
political, formal or informal, would lead to a more 
comprehensive understanding of the system in place in 
Jammu and Kashmir. This report has therefore been only 
an attempt to begin this exploration. A particular 
impediment for the researchers was the lack of 
transparency from the government and this did not allow 
the researchers to make an indepth study of the entire 
scale of deployment of army and other forces. Information 
available is sketchy and what is presented here has 
sometimes  been obtained from those who in one way or 
the other have worked or cooperated with the structures 
of army. 

Individual actors
The present study also provides an opportunity to identify 
individuals operating within the larger structures of 
impunity and violence. 
While the names of army personnel that people 
remember has already been dealt with above [while 
detailing the camps], the SOG and MM operatives are 
listed below. The para-military, while present in the area, 
was not dominant and therefore there is little public 
memory of individuals from the CRPF or BSF.

Police and SOG
The SOG personnel present at the Palhallan army camp, 
or functioning at the time of the Palhallan army camp who 
people remember serving in the area are as follows:
i. Assistant Sub-Inspector [ASI] Mohammad 
Rajab, in 1996. He was later killed.   
ii. DSP Kuldeep in 1997. He was later killed. 
“Captain” Abdul Aziz Bhat, in Testimony No.5, remembers 
his name as being Kuldeep Sharma. Ghulam Mohammad 

Najar, in Testimony No.34, states that he was replaced by 
DSP Gupta in 1998. 
iii. ASI Surjeet Singh [he was a Driver/Constable on 
appointment in the 1980s but reached the rank of ASI out 
of turn due to the way he conducted himself against 
militancy] was present both in the time of ASI Mohammad 
Rajab and ASI Kuldeep. In 1998, ASI Surjeet occupied 
houses of Mohamamd Akbar Bhat, Ali Mohamamd Gojri 
and Mohammad Kamal Gojri. He was present till 2002
iv. SP (Operations) Ramesh Kumar Jalla was in 
charge of District Baramulla in 2000.
v. Deputy Superintendent of  Pol ice (DSP 
Operations) Abdul Rashid Khan alias Rashid Billa.
In addition to the SOG personnel, as per RTI information 
received  in response to an RTI led for information on 
names of Superintendent of Police ofcials from 1989 to 
end 2014 in all police districts of Jammu and Kashmir, 
from DSP, Police Headquarters, Baramulla, the following 
names were provided:

S. 
No. 

Name of  Superintendent of Police Duration of service 

1 Farooq Ahmad (KPS) 26/10/1987 to 22/05/1989 
2 Nissar Ahmad (KPS) 22/05/1989 to 29/12/1989 
3 Ghulam Hassan Khan (KPS) 29/12/1989 to 25/09/1990 
4 Mohammad Amin Anjum (KPS) 25/09/1990 to 07/09/1992 
5 S.M. Sahai (IPS) 07/09/1992 to 23/09/1994 
6 Dilbagh Singh (IPS) 23/09/1994 to 06/09/1996 
7 Muneer Ahmad Khan (KPS) 06/12/1996 to 24/06/1998 
8 Mushtaq Sadiq (KPS) 26/06/1998 to 23/07/1999 
9 A.Q Manhas (KPS) 23/07/1999 to 10/12/2001 
10 Dr. Showkat Malik (KPS) 10/12/2001 to 08/01/2003 
11 Javid Reyaz Bedar (KPS) 08/01/2003 to 10/12/2003 
12 Muneer Ahmad Khan (IPS) 10/12/2003 to 02/08/2005 
13 Ashkoor Ahmad Wani (IPS) 04/08/2005 to 12/05/2006 
14 Viplaw Kumar (IPS) 15/05/2006 to 08/10/2007 
15 Anand Jain (IPS) 20/11/2007 to 07/02/2009 
16 Viplaw Kumar (IPS) 23/02/2009 to 12/01/2010 
17 Shakeel Ahmad Beigh (KPS) 12/01/2010 to 07/06/2010 
18 Sheikh Mehmood (KPS) 07/06/2010 to 19/07/2010 
19 Manzoor Ahmad Antoo (KPS) 19/07/2010 to 26/12/2010 
20 Dr. Mohammad Haseeb Mughal (KPS) 26/12/2010 to 30/04/2012 
21 Anand Jain (IPS) 02/05/2012 to 25/03/2013 
22 Zubair Ahmad Khan (KPS) 26/06/2013 to 03/03/2014 
23 Suhail Munawar Mir (KPS) 03/03/2014 to 20/10/2014 
24 Zubair Ahmad Khan (KPS) 20/10/2014 to 07/11/2014 
25 Suhail Munawar Mir (KPS) 7/11/2014 to _____ [Date 

not known] 
26 Zubair Ahmad Khan  Present SP 
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The Jammu and Kashmir Police refused to provide 
information on names of SHOs and SP Operations in 
Jammu and Kashmir, including Baramulla district. 

Government gunmen
The MM operatives who people remember working in the 
area are as follows:
i. Abdul Hamid Malik alias Athar, resident of 
Chaksari, Pattan
ii. Mohammad Ramzan Mian, alias Hayat Khan, 
resident of Pattan. He was later killed.
iii. Azam Khan, resident of Hokar, Badasgam, 
Achabal, Islamabad District. He was later killed. 
iv. Abdul Majid Mir, alias Shaheen, resident of 
Nihalpora, Pattan. He was later killed. 
v. Ghulam Ahmad Waza, alias Amma Waza, 
resident of Palhallan. He was later killed.
vi. Ghulam Nabi Tantray, alias Kawa, resident of 
Palhallan. He was later killed. He had a National 
Conference background, and did not himself carry 
weapons.
vii. Mohammad Yousuf Tantray, alias Kawa, son of 
Ghulam Nabi Tantray, resident of Palhallan. He was later 
killed. 
viii. Nazir Ahmad Bhat alias Nazir Halwa, resident of 
Buran, Pattan. He was later killed.
ix. Mohammad Subhan Tantray, alias Kawa, 
resident of Palhallan. He was later killed. 
x. Ismail Kawa, resident of Palhallan.
xi. Mushtaq Zargar, resident of Pattan.
xii. Showkat Ahmad alias Shoga, resident of Buran, 
Pattan 
xiii. Mohammad Raq Mir, alias Adil, resident of 
Pattan.
xiv. Shahnawaz, used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, 
Palhallan. He was from outside Pattan. He was an 
infamous torturer. He was also considered the right hand 
man of DSP Kuldeep. 
xv. Bashir Ahmad Rather alias Javed, resident of 
Nihalpora, Pattan
xvi. Ghulam Hassan Bhat alias Hass Kalloo, resident 
of Buran, Pattan.
xvii. Mohammad Maqbool Tantray, alias Kawa, 
resident of Palhallan. He was later a victim of enforced 
disappearance.
xviii. Shahbaz Ganie, resident of Tangmarg. Presently 
works as a Special Police Ofcer [SPO]. 
xix. Abdul Rashid Ganie, resident of Palhallan. He 
was later killed.
xx. Abdul Rehman Ganie, alias Sher Khan alias 
Sheru, resident of Mirgund. He was later a victim of 
enforced disappearance. 
xxi. Nazir Ahmad Hurra, resident of Naidkhai. 
Presently works as a SPO in Sumbal, Bandipora.
xxii. Abdul Aziz Rather, resident of Palhallan. He was 
later killed.
xxiii. Bashir Rather, son of Abdul Aziz Rather.
xxiv. Habibullah Mir.
xxv. Latief Ahmad Mir, son of Habibullah Mir.
xxvi. Ghulam Nabi Kochka.
xxvii. Jabbar Kanna.
xxviii. Abdul Rashid Ganai, was working with Gharwal 
Ries, Palhallan army camp.
xxix. Abdul Rashid Ganai (not same as above), was 
working with Gharwal Ries, Palhallan army camp. 
xxx. Mohammad Akbar.

xxxi. Reyaz  Ahmad Sadda ,  son  o f  Ghu lam 
Mohammad, resident of Pattan. Presently works as a 
SPO in Sumbal, Bandipora. 
xxxii. Bashir Ahmad Ganai, was working with Gharwal 
Ries, Palhallan army camp.
xxxiii. Mohammad Ismail Tantray, resident of Palhallan. 
He did not carry weapons.  He had a National Conference 
background, and was a l ineman in the Power 
Department. He was later killed. 
xxxiv. Mohammad Abdullah Yatoo, resident of Wusan. 
He had a National Conference background. He was later 
killed.  
xxxv. Manna Grenade. He was later killed.
xxxvi. Abdul Hamid Khan alias Saleem, son of Saif 
Khan, resident of Wanigam Bala.
xxxvii. Habib [Saleem and Habib were both at the time, 
1995, personal security ofcers to Abdul Ahad Yatoo who 
contested the 1996 and subsequent assembly/ 
parliamentary elections].
xxxviii. Rizwan, resident of Wanigam.
xxxix. Ghulam Mohammad Lone, alias Gul Kandur, 
resident of Palhallan. 
xl. Mohammad Shaban Tantray, resident of 
Tantraypora, Palhallan and used to be based at Kaw 
Mohalla, Palhallan.
xli. Abdul Rashid Hajam, resident of Raipora and 
used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, Palhallan.
xlii. Abdul Rashid Malla, son of Ghulam Qadir Malla, 
resident of Raipora and used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, 
Palhallan.
xliii. Abdul Rasheed Hakim, son of Ghulam Nabi 
Hakim, and used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, Palhallan.
xliv. Ghulam Mohammad, resident of Kadipora, 
Tangmarg and used to be based at Kaw Mohalla, 
Palhallan.
xlv. Mukhtar, resident of Mirgund and used to be 
based at Kaw Mohalla, Palhallan.
xlvi. Ghulam Mohiuddin Ganie, son of Abdul Rehman 
Ganie, resident of Pattan. He is presently working as SPO 
in Achabal, Islamabad. 
xlvii. Khalil Ahmad Tantray. 
xlviii. Abdul Rashid Tantray.

Part D

Complexities and Questions

The Structures of Violence
This chapter while seeking to unravel the complex 
structures of violence at play within particular localities 
has only been able to do so to a limited extent. To 
understand how violence is [and was] perpetrated in 
Jammu and Kashmir a more detailed investigation is 
required. Examining the role of the various actors 
involved behind the scenes whether political or non-
political, formal or informal, would lead to a more 
comprehensive understanding of the system in place in 
Jammu and Kashmir. This report has therefore been only 
an attempt to begin this exploration. A particular 
impediment for the researchers was the lack of 
transparency from the government and this did not allow 
the researchers to make an indepth study of the entire 
scale of deployment of army and other forces. Information 
available is sketchy and what is presented here has 
sometimes  been obtained from those who in one way or 
the other have worked or cooperated with the structures 
of army. 

Individual actors
The present study also provides an opportunity to identify 
individuals operating within the larger structures of 
impunity and violence. 
While the names of army personnel that people 
remember has already been dealt with above [while 
detailing the camps], the SOG and MM operatives are 
listed below. The para-military, while present in the area, 
was not dominant and therefore there is little public 
memory of individuals from the CRPF or BSF.

Police and SOG
The SOG personnel present at the Palhallan army camp, 
or functioning at the time of the Palhallan army camp who 
people remember serving in the area are as follows:
i. Assistant Sub-Inspector [ASI] Mohammad 
Rajab, in 1996. He was later killed.   
ii. DSP Kuldeep in 1997. He was later killed. 
“Captain” Abdul Aziz Bhat, in Testimony No.5, remembers 
his name as being Kuldeep Sharma. Ghulam Mohammad 

Najar, in Testimony No.34, states that he was replaced by 
DSP Gupta in 1998. 
iii. ASI Surjeet Singh [he was a Driver/Constable on 
appointment in the 1980s but reached the rank of ASI out 
of turn due to the way he conducted himself against 
militancy] was present both in the time of ASI Mohammad 
Rajab and ASI Kuldeep. In 1998, ASI Surjeet occupied 
houses of Mohamamd Akbar Bhat, Ali Mohamamd Gojri 
and Mohammad Kamal Gojri. He was present till 2002
iv. SP (Operations) Ramesh Kumar Jalla was in 
charge of District Baramulla in 2000.
v. Deputy Superintendent of  Pol ice (DSP 
Operations) Abdul Rashid Khan alias Rashid Billa.
In addition to the SOG personnel, as per RTI information 
received  in response to an RTI led for information on 
names of Superintendent of Police ofcials from 1989 to 
end 2014 in all police districts of Jammu and Kashmir, 
from DSP, Police Headquarters, Baramulla, the following 
names were provided:

S. 
No. 

Name of  Superintendent of Police Duration of service 

1 Farooq Ahmad (KPS) 26/10/1987 to 22/05/1989 
2 Nissar Ahmad (KPS) 22/05/1989 to 29/12/1989 
3 Ghulam Hassan Khan (KPS) 29/12/1989 to 25/09/1990 
4 Mohammad Amin Anjum (KPS) 25/09/1990 to 07/09/1992 
5 S.M. Sahai (IPS) 07/09/1992 to 23/09/1994 
6 Dilbagh Singh (IPS) 23/09/1994 to 06/09/1996 
7 Muneer Ahmad Khan (KPS) 06/12/1996 to 24/06/1998 
8 Mushtaq Sadiq (KPS) 26/06/1998 to 23/07/1999 
9 A.Q Manhas (KPS) 23/07/1999 to 10/12/2001 
10 Dr. Showkat Malik (KPS) 10/12/2001 to 08/01/2003 
11 Javid Reyaz Bedar (KPS) 08/01/2003 to 10/12/2003 
12 Muneer Ahmad Khan (IPS) 10/12/2003 to 02/08/2005 
13 Ashkoor Ahmad Wani (IPS) 04/08/2005 to 12/05/2006 
14 Viplaw Kumar (IPS) 15/05/2006 to 08/10/2007 
15 Anand Jain (IPS) 20/11/2007 to 07/02/2009 
16 Viplaw Kumar (IPS) 23/02/2009 to 12/01/2010 
17 Shakeel Ahmad Beigh (KPS) 12/01/2010 to 07/06/2010 
18 Sheikh Mehmood (KPS) 07/06/2010 to 19/07/2010 
19 Manzoor Ahmad Antoo (KPS) 19/07/2010 to 26/12/2010 
20 Dr. Mohammad Haseeb Mughal (KPS) 26/12/2010 to 30/04/2012 
21 Anand Jain (IPS) 02/05/2012 to 25/03/2013 
22 Zubair Ahmad Khan (KPS) 26/06/2013 to 03/03/2014 
23 Suhail Munawar Mir (KPS) 03/03/2014 to 20/10/2014 
24 Zubair Ahmad Khan (KPS) 20/10/2014 to 07/11/2014 
25 Suhail Munawar Mir (KPS) 7/11/2014 to _____ [Date 

not known] 
26 Zubair Ahmad Khan  Present SP 
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the criminal actions of a militant wing that they 
patronized? We asked Professor Abdul Gani Bhat this. 
This was particularly important considering the testimony  
of Sumji [also a Muslim Conference leader in those days] 
that Professor Gani Bhat had regular meetings with army 
and intelligence ofcials. Professor Gani Bhat accepts 
that he had control of the Muslim Conference but he says 
there was no question of controlling the militants. While he 
states that within a few months the association of MM with 
army was an “open secret” – he states there was nothing 
the Muslim Conference could do publicly, that is, they 
could not publicly condemn the militant group MM. But, he 
states that they did disassociate from MM in letter and 
spirit. There was no public announcement to this effect, 
however and in fact there were no meetings held even 
within Muslim Conference about the MM. Therefore in 
public perception the Muslim Conference continued as 
patron of MM right until its funding was discontinued in 
1996 by Pakistan. Most importantly, Professor Gani Bhat 
stressed on the fact that the circumstances in the 1990s 
were particularly difcult and it was not easy to be as bold 
as one could perhaps be today.
The above complexity is compounded by the question of 
the funding of MM by Pakistan which continued till 1996. 
Our limited research suggests that Pakistan supported 
militant groups which had no base or popular following, 
and in fact persuaded them to receive political support of 
political groups which themselves did not have any base 
or following. These factors, that have not been a subject of 
this study per se, would need to be properly investigated 
and analyzed, to arrive at a more accurate understanding 
of the responsibility and role of political parties in the 
widespread Human rights violations perpetrated by 
government militias of ‘surrendered ‘militants.
Interestingly the other government sponsored group 
Ikhwan-ul-Muslimoon for sometime enjoyed the political 
patronage of Maulana Abbas Ansari of the Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen, also a constituent of All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference. It is not certain when Abbas Ansari distanced 
himself from the Ikhwan led by Kuka Parray in North 
Kashmir and Liyaqat Ali Khan in South Kashmir. The 
connections between political leadership and armed 
groups is germane to issues of responsibility which have 
not been fully investigated in this report.  
During the research it emerged that All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference in the initial years of Ikhwan and MM did not 
publicly distance itself from or denounce the violent acts 
of these groups. One of the reasons ascribed is that it was 
discussed within the Hurriyat Conference Executive 
Council that probably the cause for the existence of 
Ikhwan and MM was only their opposition to HM and 
Jamaat-e-Islami. This was claimed to be a natural 
response to the domination of HM and Jamaat-e-Islami. It 
was learnt that in 1995, Hurriyat Conference on the 
insistence of Jamaat-e-Islami [then a part of the Hurriyat 
Conference] constituted a fact nding team led by 
Ghulam Rasool Wani to probe the antecedents of and 
allegations against MM and Ikhwan. The report by 
Ghulam Rasool Wani suggested that Ikhwan and MM 
were not against the Kashmiri movement for Self 
determination but only anti-HM and Jamaat-e-Islami in 
character. The argument was put forward that even in the 
past, other groups such as JKLF and HM or HM and Al-
Jehad had conicts and therefore no group should be 
isolated as being ‘anti-movement’. Syed Ali Shah 
Geelani,(President of APHC and former representative of 

Jamaat-e-Islami) stated to the researchers  that the 
united Hurriyat  had never condemned the existence of 
Ikhwan or MM. According to him on several occasions 
however his then party Jamat e Islami had condemned 
the Ikhwan. Further research is required to understand 
the dynamics within the Hurriyat Conference which were 
responsible for their silence and inaction and the 
motivations and compulsions that inuenced their course 
of action. This research would necessarily have to 
understand the circumstances prevalent at the time 
where speaking out had immediate consequences.

Pro-India parties: Responsibility for continued Political 
patronage and Sanctuary 
This report does not investigate the role of pro-India 
parties in providing sanctuary to forces such as MM and 
Ikhwan. While the pro-India parties have consistently 
worked towards ensuring impunity for the forces [under 
the cover of routine statements condemning killings or 
bad laws], their role in the rehabilitation of MM and Ikhwan 
cadres – almost entirely at the higher levels - needs 
further enquiry. 
The researchers encountered MM and Ikhwan operatives 
who were critical of the governments in Jammu and 
Kashmir for ignoring and discarding them. This criticism 
seemingly stemmed from the fact that while initially the 
government/administration were defunct, subsequently 
they did gain a role [albeit still subject ultimately to the 
army or Government of India ministries] and it was felt that 
the MM and Ikhwan were not provided any relief. At the 
same time, the researchers also encountered through 
conversations examples of MM and Ikhwan operatives 
who were offered sanctuary by pro-India parties and other 
agencies, including the army. Whether it is an Ikhwan 
such as Usman Majeed ( now member of the Congress 
party) or Masrat Bilal (now member of PDP),  Liyaqat Ali 
Khan or Sheikh Tahir  (part of the Territorial army) who 
have never been investigated or prosecuted for any of the 
allegations against them, the role of Pro-India political 
parties and specic state ofcials, in protecting these well 
known perpetrators of human rights abuses, needs to be 
further investigated. 

Therefore it requires unbaised and independent 
corroboration. This chapter has not made out the entire 
legal case against the camps in question, but, instead, 
within the framework of command responsibility, and the 
legal understanding that the direct perpetration of crime is 
carried out through individual functionaries who bear 
criminal responsibility for their actions, this chapter has 
merely begun the process of collecting the evidence.
Another feature of the report is the nature of evidence that 
was collected. As we are in an active and ongoing conict, 
and the researchers could not guarantee any of the 
witnesses any form of protection [besides anonymity] 
there was reluctance on the part of some witnesses to 
provide evidence. In addition, it was difcult to speak to 
“insiders” [persons who continue to work within the 
system or witnesses who worked for the system at a 
senior level]. In addition, owing to the passage of time, 
details are often lost to memory and that has affected the 
quality of the evidence. 
The extent of violence perpetrated in the two areas of 
case study was staggering. To that extent, this report has 
only managed to present a small sliver of the larger 
experience of the people from Islamabad and Pattan. For 
example, the occupation of land and the effect on the 
people and the local economy has not been analyzed. 
But, the evidence exists and many people are ready to 
talk. Tactical warfare in the form of creating differences 
between communities, the use of MM and Ikhwan, and 
the cycle of violence that the Indian State has perpetrated 
is hopefully illustrated in this report but not explained or 
studied at length. Further, the use of Kashmiri Pandit 
houses by the forces has been referred to in this report. In 
response to a RTI led on destruction of Kashmiri minority 
properties in Jammu and Kashmir from 1989 to 2015, 
information, as summarized in Annexure 5, for 
Islamabad and Baramulla was provided but the 
researchers were unable to investigate this aspect 
further.
The greatest lacunae in this report is certainly the 
absence of cases evidencing sexual violence. In Jammu 
and Kashmir, sexual violence—perpetrated against both 
women and men—has been documented by human 
rights groups to be pervasive, and a consistent feature of 
the actions of the army and other armed forces. But, the 
case studies presented here do not collate or present this 
evidence. The reasons are numerous and include the 
reluctance of affected individuals to speak out due to 
continuing fear of the State's response, the stigmatizing 
reactions of their own communities, and, most importantly 
no tangible benets – for example justice or Punishment 
of the Perpetrators – in sight.

Pro-Freedom parties: Responsibility for Political 
patronage
An issue that the researchers of the report had to consider 
was the role of the Pro-Freedom political party The 
Muslim Conference vis-à-vis the MM. Certain pieces of 
evidence suggested a possible role of the Muslim 
Conference leadership in the change of course that the 
MM undertook towards the army. Specically, at 
Testimony no.12 [Annexure 1], Bilal Siddiqui, (former 
chief of the MM and presently member of the Pro 
Freedom Alliance All party Hurriyat Conference ) referred 

to a meeting in Chaksari, Pattan where Professor Abdul 
Gani Bhat ( President of The Muslim Conference ) 
informed Bilal Siddiqui, the then Commander-in- Chief of 
MM, in the presence of other Commanders that a senior 
army ofcial had contacted Professor Abdul Gani Bhat 
and offered to support MM against HM. Bilal Siddiqui also 
stated that, in violation of the agreement between MM and 
Muslim Conference, Professor Gani Bhat paid money 
directly to MM commanders on the ground and bypassed 
the MM senior leadership/command. This was a repeated 
cause of contention between the MM leadership in 
Pakistan, Srinagar and the Muslim Conference 
leadership.  Another piece of evidence was provided by 
an anonymous source [Witness C, Testimony no.10, 
Annexure 3], that some people, including Commander 
Athar, met Professor Abdul Gani Bhat in Srinagar at his 
residence in Wazir Bagh, after the formation of MM when 
they were under immense pressure of HM – presumably 
1994 – and sought advice. Professor Gani Bhat's advice 
was to kill 10/15 Jamaat-e-Islami members. This 
evidence could not be ignored. As a consequence the 
researchers sought to further enquire into these aspects. 
The evidence regarding a meeting in Srinagar where 
Professor Abdul Gani Bhat is alleged to have suggested 

#the killing of Jamaat-e-Islami  workers is anonymous and 
could not be completely veried because Athar and the 
other participant Abdul Jabbar Bhat, while conrming the 
meeting, did not conrm Professor Abdul Gani Bhat's talk 
of killing Jamaat-e-Islami workers. Abdul Jabbar Bhat is a 
member of Professor Abdul Gani Bhat's Muslim 
Conference. Athar, the other participant of the meeting 
was a top commander of MM and possibly involved in 
many actions in the area. In addition, he is a victim of an 
attack on him in 2001 in which he survived miraculously. 
Further, in the interview with Athar, the researchers 
witnessed reluctance, irritation and contradictions. Athar, 
before joining the insurgency and counter-insurgency 
was a member of Jammu and Kashmir police. 
There was a  meeting in Chaksari in April/May 1994 
where Professor Abdul Gani Bhat is alleged to have 
offered to facilitate army support for the MM, according to 
Bilal Siddiqui. Professor Abdul Gani Bhat however 
responded by refuting this unequivocally. But, he stated 
that he had a meeting with the “Brigadier General” [this 
rank does not in fact exist] of Indian army who did not offer 
any such support but the discussion was on Kashmir 
conict. Athar, who is said to be present in the meeting as 
per Bilal Siddiqui, also denies being in that meeting. While 
probing Athar on this issue there was some hesitation in 
his answers initially but later he atly refuted the evidence. 
Bilal Siddiqui also alleged that MM commanders were 
funded directly by the Muslim Conference. Professor 
Abdul Gani Bhat however refutes this unequivocally and 
calls it “tendentious”. There was no other corroboration of 
this fact.But, other evidence clearly suggests that 
Professor Abdul Gani Bhat was in charge of dealing with 
money matters for the party, and his own testimony was 
that he was ‘de-facto in charge’. Further, he also accepted 
that on an individual basis he may have under coercion 
given money to different militants who asked for support. 
His full testimony is at Testimony No.2, Annexure 1.But, 
the larger question remains. What responsibility would a 
political party – Muslim Conference in this case – have for 

# Jamat e Islami is a socio cultural and political organization considered to be the political patrons of the Hizbul Mujahideen an indigenous armed 
militant group from 1990to 1997
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the criminal actions of a militant wing that they 
patronized? We asked Professor Abdul Gani Bhat this. 
This was particularly important considering the testimony  
of Sumji [also a Muslim Conference leader in those days] 
that Professor Gani Bhat had regular meetings with army 
and intelligence ofcials. Professor Gani Bhat accepts 
that he had control of the Muslim Conference but he says 
there was no question of controlling the militants. While he 
states that within a few months the association of MM with 
army was an “open secret” – he states there was nothing 
the Muslim Conference could do publicly, that is, they 
could not publicly condemn the militant group MM. But, he 
states that they did disassociate from MM in letter and 
spirit. There was no public announcement to this effect, 
however and in fact there were no meetings held even 
within Muslim Conference about the MM. Therefore in 
public perception the Muslim Conference continued as 
patron of MM right until its funding was discontinued in 
1996 by Pakistan. Most importantly, Professor Gani Bhat 
stressed on the fact that the circumstances in the 1990s 
were particularly difcult and it was not easy to be as bold 
as one could perhaps be today.
The above complexity is compounded by the question of 
the funding of MM by Pakistan which continued till 1996. 
Our limited research suggests that Pakistan supported 
militant groups which had no base or popular following, 
and in fact persuaded them to receive political support of 
political groups which themselves did not have any base 
or following. These factors, that have not been a subject of 
this study per se, would need to be properly investigated 
and analyzed, to arrive at a more accurate understanding 
of the responsibility and role of political parties in the 
widespread Human rights violations perpetrated by 
government militias of ‘surrendered ‘militants.
Interestingly the other government sponsored group 
Ikhwan-ul-Muslimoon for sometime enjoyed the political 
patronage of Maulana Abbas Ansari of the Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen, also a constituent of All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference. It is not certain when Abbas Ansari distanced 
himself from the Ikhwan led by Kuka Parray in North 
Kashmir and Liyaqat Ali Khan in South Kashmir. The 
connections between political leadership and armed 
groups is germane to issues of responsibility which have 
not been fully investigated in this report.  
During the research it emerged that All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference in the initial years of Ikhwan and MM did not 
publicly distance itself from or denounce the violent acts 
of these groups. One of the reasons ascribed is that it was 
discussed within the Hurriyat Conference Executive 
Council that probably the cause for the existence of 
Ikhwan and MM was only their opposition to HM and 
Jamaat-e-Islami. This was claimed to be a natural 
response to the domination of HM and Jamaat-e-Islami. It 
was learnt that in 1995, Hurriyat Conference on the 
insistence of Jamaat-e-Islami [then a part of the Hurriyat 
Conference] constituted a fact nding team led by 
Ghulam Rasool Wani to probe the antecedents of and 
allegations against MM and Ikhwan. The report by 
Ghulam Rasool Wani suggested that Ikhwan and MM 
were not against the Kashmiri movement for Self 
determination but only anti-HM and Jamaat-e-Islami in 
character. The argument was put forward that even in the 
past, other groups such as JKLF and HM or HM and Al-
Jehad had conicts and therefore no group should be 
isolated as being ‘anti-movement’. Syed Ali Shah 
Geelani,(President of APHC and former representative of 

Jamaat-e-Islami) stated to the researchers  that the 
united Hurriyat  had never condemned the existence of 
Ikhwan or MM. According to him on several occasions 
however his then party Jamat e Islami had condemned 
the Ikhwan. Further research is required to understand 
the dynamics within the Hurriyat Conference which were 
responsible for their silence and inaction and the 
motivations and compulsions that inuenced their course 
of action. This research would necessarily have to 
understand the circumstances prevalent at the time 
where speaking out had immediate consequences.

Pro-India parties: Responsibility for continued Political 
patronage and Sanctuary 
This report does not investigate the role of pro-India 
parties in providing sanctuary to forces such as MM and 
Ikhwan. While the pro-India parties have consistently 
worked towards ensuring impunity for the forces [under 
the cover of routine statements condemning killings or 
bad laws], their role in the rehabilitation of MM and Ikhwan 
cadres – almost entirely at the higher levels - needs 
further enquiry. 
The researchers encountered MM and Ikhwan operatives 
who were critical of the governments in Jammu and 
Kashmir for ignoring and discarding them. This criticism 
seemingly stemmed from the fact that while initially the 
government/administration were defunct, subsequently 
they did gain a role [albeit still subject ultimately to the 
army or Government of India ministries] and it was felt that 
the MM and Ikhwan were not provided any relief. At the 
same time, the researchers also encountered through 
conversations examples of MM and Ikhwan operatives 
who were offered sanctuary by pro-India parties and other 
agencies, including the army. Whether it is an Ikhwan 
such as Usman Majeed ( now member of the Congress 
party) or Masrat Bilal (now member of PDP),  Liyaqat Ali 
Khan or Sheikh Tahir  (part of the Territorial army) who 
have never been investigated or prosecuted for any of the 
allegations against them, the role of Pro-India political 
parties and specic state ofcials, in protecting these well 
known perpetrators of human rights abuses, needs to be 
further investigated. 

Therefore it requires unbaised and independent 
corroboration. This chapter has not made out the entire 
legal case against the camps in question, but, instead, 
within the framework of command responsibility, and the 
legal understanding that the direct perpetration of crime is 
carried out through individual functionaries who bear 
criminal responsibility for their actions, this chapter has 
merely begun the process of collecting the evidence.
Another feature of the report is the nature of evidence that 
was collected. As we are in an active and ongoing conict, 
and the researchers could not guarantee any of the 
witnesses any form of protection [besides anonymity] 
there was reluctance on the part of some witnesses to 
provide evidence. In addition, it was difcult to speak to 
“insiders” [persons who continue to work within the 
system or witnesses who worked for the system at a 
senior level]. In addition, owing to the passage of time, 
details are often lost to memory and that has affected the 
quality of the evidence. 
The extent of violence perpetrated in the two areas of 
case study was staggering. To that extent, this report has 
only managed to present a small sliver of the larger 
experience of the people from Islamabad and Pattan. For 
example, the occupation of land and the effect on the 
people and the local economy has not been analyzed. 
But, the evidence exists and many people are ready to 
talk. Tactical warfare in the form of creating differences 
between communities, the use of MM and Ikhwan, and 
the cycle of violence that the Indian State has perpetrated 
is hopefully illustrated in this report but not explained or 
studied at length. Further, the use of Kashmiri Pandit 
houses by the forces has been referred to in this report. In 
response to a RTI led on destruction of Kashmiri minority 
properties in Jammu and Kashmir from 1989 to 2015, 
information, as summarized in Annexure 5, for 
Islamabad and Baramulla was provided but the 
researchers were unable to investigate this aspect 
further.
The greatest lacunae in this report is certainly the 
absence of cases evidencing sexual violence. In Jammu 
and Kashmir, sexual violence—perpetrated against both 
women and men—has been documented by human 
rights groups to be pervasive, and a consistent feature of 
the actions of the army and other armed forces. But, the 
case studies presented here do not collate or present this 
evidence. The reasons are numerous and include the 
reluctance of affected individuals to speak out due to 
continuing fear of the State's response, the stigmatizing 
reactions of their own communities, and, most importantly 
no tangible benets – for example justice or Punishment 
of the Perpetrators – in sight.

Pro-Freedom parties: Responsibility for Political 
patronage
An issue that the researchers of the report had to consider 
was the role of the Pro-Freedom political party The 
Muslim Conference vis-à-vis the MM. Certain pieces of 
evidence suggested a possible role of the Muslim 
Conference leadership in the change of course that the 
MM undertook towards the army. Specically, at 
Testimony no.12 [Annexure 1], Bilal Siddiqui, (former 
chief of the MM and presently member of the Pro 
Freedom Alliance All party Hurriyat Conference ) referred 

to a meeting in Chaksari, Pattan where Professor Abdul 
Gani Bhat ( President of The Muslim Conference ) 
informed Bilal Siddiqui, the then Commander-in- Chief of 
MM, in the presence of other Commanders that a senior 
army ofcial had contacted Professor Abdul Gani Bhat 
and offered to support MM against HM. Bilal Siddiqui also 
stated that, in violation of the agreement between MM and 
Muslim Conference, Professor Gani Bhat paid money 
directly to MM commanders on the ground and bypassed 
the MM senior leadership/command. This was a repeated 
cause of contention between the MM leadership in 
Pakistan, Srinagar and the Muslim Conference 
leadership.  Another piece of evidence was provided by 
an anonymous source [Witness C, Testimony no.10, 
Annexure 3], that some people, including Commander 
Athar, met Professor Abdul Gani Bhat in Srinagar at his 
residence in Wazir Bagh, after the formation of MM when 
they were under immense pressure of HM – presumably 
1994 – and sought advice. Professor Gani Bhat's advice 
was to kill 10/15 Jamaat-e-Islami members. This 
evidence could not be ignored. As a consequence the 
researchers sought to further enquire into these aspects. 
The evidence regarding a meeting in Srinagar where 
Professor Abdul Gani Bhat is alleged to have suggested 

#the killing of Jamaat-e-Islami  workers is anonymous and 
could not be completely veried because Athar and the 
other participant Abdul Jabbar Bhat, while conrming the 
meeting, did not conrm Professor Abdul Gani Bhat's talk 
of killing Jamaat-e-Islami workers. Abdul Jabbar Bhat is a 
member of Professor Abdul Gani Bhat's Muslim 
Conference. Athar, the other participant of the meeting 
was a top commander of MM and possibly involved in 
many actions in the area. In addition, he is a victim of an 
attack on him in 2001 in which he survived miraculously. 
Further, in the interview with Athar, the researchers 
witnessed reluctance, irritation and contradictions. Athar, 
before joining the insurgency and counter-insurgency 
was a member of Jammu and Kashmir police. 
There was a  meeting in Chaksari in April/May 1994 
where Professor Abdul Gani Bhat is alleged to have 
offered to facilitate army support for the MM, according to 
Bilal Siddiqui. Professor Abdul Gani Bhat however 
responded by refuting this unequivocally. But, he stated 
that he had a meeting with the “Brigadier General” [this 
rank does not in fact exist] of Indian army who did not offer 
any such support but the discussion was on Kashmir 
conict. Athar, who is said to be present in the meeting as 
per Bilal Siddiqui, also denies being in that meeting. While 
probing Athar on this issue there was some hesitation in 
his answers initially but later he atly refuted the evidence. 
Bilal Siddiqui also alleged that MM commanders were 
funded directly by the Muslim Conference. Professor 
Abdul Gani Bhat however refutes this unequivocally and 
calls it “tendentious”. There was no other corroboration of 
this fact.But, other evidence clearly suggests that 
Professor Abdul Gani Bhat was in charge of dealing with 
money matters for the party, and his own testimony was 
that he was ‘de-facto in charge’. Further, he also accepted 
that on an individual basis he may have under coercion 
given money to different militants who asked for support. 
His full testimony is at Testimony No.2, Annexure 1.But, 
the larger question remains. What responsibility would a 
political party – Muslim Conference in this case – have for 

# Jamat e Islami is a socio cultural and political organization considered to be the political patrons of the Hizbul Mujahideen an indigenous armed 
militant group from 1990to 1997
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