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Foreword  
  
  
  
Every person has dignity and value. One of the ways that we recognize 
the fundamental worth of every person is by acknowledging and 
respecting their human rights.  
  
Human rights are a set of principles concerned with equality and 
fairness. They recognize our freedom to make choices about our lives 
and to develop our potential as human beings. They are about living a 
life free from fear, harassment or discrimination.  
  
Human rights can broadly be defined as a number of basic rights that people from around the 
world have agreed are essential. These include the right to life, the right to a fair trial, freedom 
from torture and other cruel and inhuman treatment, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 
and the rights to health, education, and an adequate standard of living.  
  
I am pleased to present this comprehensive report on the status of human rights in India. The 
report has explicitly presented all of the facts in a neutral manner in a very brief fashion. The 
report is produced in a good layout and is inclusive to a good number of facts, statistics and 
pictures to depict and highlight the concerns. The report is based on reliable resources and the 
observations brought forward in this report are from the international community and the 
Indian sources as well.   
  
This is a research-based project and all the facts stated in the report are collected from the 
authentic sources including the United Nations office database. This project focuses on the 
UPR (Universal Periodic Review) of the India and speaks about the previous UPR of India, 
recommendations made to the country and implementation of recommendations by the state. 
The work potentially highlights the malicious implementation of the UPR recommendation to 
the one of the growing economies of the world. 
    
This report is testimony of thorough research work of young, vibrant and talented researches 
of our organisation who worked tirelessly in navigating multiple official archives of UN Human 
Rights Council, work of UN Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH),reports issued by 
International credible human rights watch dogs  and verified media reports since last 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of India. 
  
Keeping in view the limited resources and time constraints this report is no doubt an  
extraordinary job to describe the phenomenon in a simple language and has used terms that 
can make any of the reader to understand the issues and grasp basic concepts of human rights 
and its violation by India.  
   

 
Sibylle Rupprecht   
President    
Arete Academy Geneva  
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Executive Summary  
  

India is one of the biggest countries of the world in terms of geographical area as well as 
population. The country is a democratic republic and have diversity in culture and religion as 
it is home to people belonging to different religions including Hindus, Muslims, Christians, 
Sikhs, Parsis, etc. The constitution of the land proports the state to be a secular and also speaks 
about equality of every citizen and provision of human rights. There seems to be difference in 
what is actually stated in the constitution of the country and what in real the international 
community has observed.   

Status of the human rights in India was reviewed by the United Nations, Office of the High  
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in May 2017 for Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR). The country received 250 recommendations and 152 supported recommendations, 
touching upon a wide variety of human rights, ranging from very basic human right to critical 
violations by the state. It has been observed, during the UPR, by the member states of the 
United Nations, that religious minorities and different ethnic groups residing in the land are 
susceptible to human rights violations of serious nature because of the Hindus supremacy and 
dominance as a major population of the land.   

Over period of time, the democratic government of the country has been noticed by the 
international community that formulate laws in the name of social security and counter 
terrorism which are aimed to target any specific population or any specific geographical zone 
of the country. The disputed territory of Jammu and Kashmir is one the key concern for the 
Indian government regarding maintenance of peace and social order. Indian government has 
promulgated laws which are only applicable in Kashmir and assists the deployed armed forces 
for undue arrest, dentation in custody without information to the court, physical torture and 
take control of the land. Repealing Article 370, from the Indian constitution has abrogated the 
special status of the Kashmir and has set the population to hang free for basic human rights and 
nationality of the land. Other than the territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the international 
community has also noticed and raised concerns over the contemporary uprising of the farmers 
in the Indian Punjab because of controversial legislature to influence farmers. Moreover, the 
situation of human rights in North Eastern Indian states is equally alarming and people of these 
states are going through the worst phase with regards to protection of their human rights. 
Scheduled castes especially Dalits and minorities including Christians, Muslims and Sikhs are 
also the victims of oppression and heavy handedness of Modi regime. 

Not limiting to the promulgation of laws, the state has also put restrictions over freedom of 
expression and speech. At multiple stances journalists and common citizen of the land were 
arrested for freedom of expression. International humanitarian organizations have reported 
deaths during the police custody; frequent rape cases of girls and females; use of force on 
minorities; disclination of citizens based on religion and caste; suppression of women rights; 
limited access to healthcare; illiteracy; poverty; and lack of basic human right to huge number 
of populations of the state.  

OHCHR has been in touch with India and have sent multiple communications over different 
thematic areas of human rights but so far, the country has shown limited response to fairly 
adopt and implement serious recommendation of the reviewing states, which includes repulsion 
of objectionable laws, provision of rights to minorities, non - discrimination of citizen and 
gender equality.   
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1.0 Background  
  
India, officially the Republic of India is the seventh-largest country by area, the second-most 
populous country, and the most populous democracy in the world.1 According to the 2019 
revision of the World Population Prospects the population stood at 1,352,642,280. 2  It is 
expected to become the first country to be home to more than 1.5 billion people by 2030, and 
its population is set to reach 1.7 billion by 2050.3 Its population growth rate is 0.98%, down 
from 2.3% from 1972 to 1983, ranking 112th in the world in 2017.4   
  

India has been a federal republic since 1950, governed in a democratic parliamentary system. 
It is a pluralistic, multilingual and multi-ethnic society. The country is home for people 
belonging to different religions and has a very diversified culture.5 The Indian subcontinent is 
the birthplace of four of the world's major religions including Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, 
and Sikhism. The Constitution of the country, declares India to be a secular state with no 
official state religion.6   
  
The preamble to the Constitution of India proclaims India a "Sovereign Socialist Secular 
Democratic Republic". The word secular was inserted into the Preamble by the Forty-second 
Amendment Act of 1976. It mandates equal treatment and tolerance of all religions. India does 
not have an official state religion; it enshrines the right to practice, preach, and propagate any 
religion. The particular provisions regarding secularism and freedom of religion in India in the 
constitution are:  

1. Article 14: Grants equality before the law and equal protection of the laws to all.   

2. Article 15: Enlarges the concept of secularism to the widest possible extent by 
prohibiting discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.  

3. Article 25: Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of any 
religion.  

4. Article 26: Freedom to manage religious affairs.  

5. Article 27: Freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of any particular religion.   

6. Article 28: Freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious worship in 
certain educational institutions.  

7. Article 29 and Article 30: Provides cultural and educational rights to the minorities.   
8. Article 51A: Fundamental Duties obliges all the citizens to promote harmony and the 

spirit of common brotherhood and to value and preserve the heritage of the country's 
composite diverse culture.   

                                                 
1 The world Bank. Country Profile, India. Available at:  
https://databank.worldbank.org/views/reports/reportwidget.aspx?Report_Name=CountryProfile&Id=b450fd57&tbar=y&dd=y&inf=n&zm=n&country=IND    
2 United Nations. Department of Economic and Social Affairs Population Dynamics. World Population Prospects 2019, Available at: https://population.un.org/wpp/  
3 The New York Times. Indian will be most populus country sooner than thought. Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/30/world/asia/india-will-
bemost-populous-country-sooner-than-thought-un-says.html   
4 The world Bank. Population growth (Annual Percent) 2015. Available at: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.GROW   
5 Government of India. Legislature of the land. Available at: https://legislative.gov.in/constitution-of-india   
6 Basu, Durga Das (2013). Introduction to the Constitution of India. ISSN 978-81-803-8918-4   
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Other than the constitution and the 
documented statements about neutrality 
for the religion, equality and freedom, it 
has been observed that the Republic of 
India, privileges Hinduism as state 
sponsored religion through culture and 
legislature at different point of times, 
purporting believers of other religions to 
be the minorities of the country. 7  The 
country has established a state level 
ministry for the minority, The Ministry of 
Minor Affairs, craved from the Ministry 
of Social Justice and Empowerment in the 
year 2006 to look after the rights of the 
minors of the land as well as to establish 
harmony among different religions 
believers and to encourage them via different sponsorships and special program in specific 
areas of the life.8 The ministry is considered as an apex body for the central government's 
regulatory and developmental programmes for the minority religious communities in India, 
which include Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Buddhists, Zoroastrians and Jains notified as 
minority communities in The Gazette of India9 under Section 2(c) of the National Commission 
for Minorities Act, 1992.10   

  
The ministry is also involved with the linguistic minorities and of the office of the 
Commissioner for Linguistic Minorities, representation of the Anglo-Indian community, 
protection and preservation of non-Muslim shrines in Pakistan and Muslim shrines in India in 
terms of the Pant-Mirza Agreement of 1955, in consultation with the Ministry of External 
Affairs.11 The Minister in charge is also Chairperson of the Central Wakf Council, India, which 
manages the running of the State Wakf Boards.12 Ministry of Minority Affairs provides Moma 
scholarship to minority community students of India every year, which is a special scholarship 
scheme of the Ministry of Minority Affairs initiated with the aim of supporting minority 
communities student who is not financially strong and wants to pursue higher studies in India.13  
  
Other special scheme and programs for the welfare of the officially declared minorities of the 
country are as:   

• Jiyo Parsi: Scheme for containing population decline of Parsis.  
• Nai Roshni: Scheme for Leadership Development of Minority Women.  
• Nai Manzil: An Integrated Education and Livelihood Initiative for the Minority 

Communities.  
• Nai Udaan: Support for minority students clearing prelims exam conducted by UPSC, 

State PSC and SSC.  
                                                 
7 Why India is not a secular state? Available at: https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/why-india-is-not-a-secular-state/239584    
8  Government of India. Ministry of Minor Affairs. Available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20100925015851/http://minorityaffairs.gov.in/newsite/main/ 
FAQ_Ministry.pdf     
9 Government of India. Extraordinary Gazette of India Notification 2016. Available at: http://www.egazette.nic.in/WriteReadData/2014/157933.pdf   
10 Government of India. Ministry of Minor Affairs. Available at: http://minorityaffairs.gov.in/newsite/main/FAQ_Ministry.pdf   
11 Government of India. Allocation of business rules. Available at: http://www.minorityaffairs.gov.in/about-us/allocation-business-rules   
12 Government of India. Ministry of Minor Affairs. Available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20101004010746/http://centralwakfcouncil.org/members.htm  
13 Government of India. Ministry of Minor Affairs. Moma Scholarships. Available at: https://scholarships.gov.in/public/schemeGuidelines/MOMA_post_ 
Guidelinesfor2015-16.pdf    
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• Seekho aur Kamao (Learn & Earn): Scheme for Skill Development of Minorities.  
• Hamari Dharohar: A scheme to preserve the rich heritage of Minority Communities of 

India under the overall concept of Indian culture.  
• Padho Pardesh: Scheme of Interest Subsidy on Educational Loans for Overseas Studies 

for the Students Belonging to the Minority Communities.  
• Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme.  
• Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme.  
• Merit-cum-Means Scholarship Scheme.  
• Maulana Azad National Fellowship for Minority Students.  

  
Despite the constitution of Republic of India provides for Fundamental rights, which include 
freedom of religion to all of the citizens. Clauses also provide for freedom of speech, as well 
as separation of executive and judiciary and freedom of movement within the country and 
abroad. The country also has an independent judiciary as well as bodies to look into issues of 
human rights.14 Human rights in India has been observed to be an issue complicated by the 
country's large size and population as well as its diverse culture, despite its status as the largest 
sovereign, secular and democratic republic. The 2016 report of Human Rights Watch accepts 
the above-mentioned facilities but goes to state that India has serious human rights concerns.15 
Civil society groups face harassment and government critics face intimidation and lawsuits. 
Free speech has come under attack both from the state and by interest groups. Muslim and 
Christian minorities accuse authorities of not doing enough to protect their rights. The 
government is yet to repeal laws that grant public officials and security forces immunity from 
prosecution for abuses.16  
  

“Human rights law protects the rights to participation, access to information and access 

to justice. It guarantees all people the rights to benefit from science and  
 its applications, and to share equitably in the benefits of development, and it 

requires we protect the basic conditions necessary for life.”  

  

 

Ms Michelle Bachelet   
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  

 

                                                 
14  Act in Block Grant teachers' issue: NHRC to OHRC. 2015, Available at: https://www.dailypioneer.com/2015/state-editions/act-in-block-grant-teachers-
issuenhrc-to-ohrc.html   
15 Human Rights Watch. India. Available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20160806103618/https://www.hrw.org/asia/india   
16 Human Rights Watch. Human Rights in India 2016. Available at: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20160813101210/https://www.hrw.org/worldreport/2016/country-chapters/india   
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A woman walks past security forces patrolling a street in a riot affected area in New Delhi, India, 

February 26, 2020.  
  

In the year 2021, Freedom House ranked India as partly free in its annual Freedom in the World 
rankings on political rights and civil liberties. In its 2021 annual report on the state of 
democracy around the world Sweden-based V-Dem Institute classified India as an "Electoral 
Autocracy" because of "restrictions on multiple facets of democracy" such as civil society 
groups and free speech.17  

  
“Political rights and civil liberties have worsened since   

Modi became PM in 2014, and the decline has accelerated  since 
his re-election in 2019”, the report said.  

 The Asian Centre for Human Rights estimated that from 2002 to 2008, over four people per 
day died while in police custody, with hundreds of those deaths being due to police use of 
torture. 18  According to a report written by the Institute of Correctional Administration in 
Punjab, up to 50% of police officers in the country have used physical or mental abuse on 
prisoners.19 Instances of torture, such as through a lack of sanitation, space, or water have been 
documented in West Bengal as well. A report by the National Campaign Against Torture 
(NCAT), an international human rights body revealed as many as 1,731 custodial deaths 
recorded in India in 2019. Victims were mostly from vulnerable communities, Dalits, Muslims 
and Adivasis.20 During the 10-year period to 2019–20, the National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) reported, on average, 139 police custody cases and 1,576 judicial custody cases 
annually. In the eight years to 2019–20, the NHRC reported more than 1,500 judicial custody 
                                                 
17 India loses its status as ‘free’ in Freedom House’s 2021 report. Available at: https://scroll.in/latest/988481/india-loses-its-status-as-free-under-freedomhouses-
2021-rankings   
18 Reuters. Hundreds die of torture in India every year – report. Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-34225620080625?edition-redirect=in  
19 The Tribune. Torture main reason of death in police custody. Available at:  
https://web.archive.org/web/20090303182313/http://www.tribuneindia.com/2007/20070313/punjab1.htm     
20 The National Herald. Nobody knows how many Indians die in custody because official figures vary wildly.  Available at:  
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/nobody-knows-how-many-indians-die-in-custody-because-official-figures-vary-wildly   
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deaths each year.21 1992 Bombay riots and the 2020 Delhi riots, which resulted in the death of 
about 51 people, 36 among whom were Muslims and 15 were Hindus.22 It is commonly believed 
that the riots were incited by a threatening speech and an ultimatum targeted towards peaceful 
anti-CAA protesters by Kapil Mishra, a BJP politician from Delhi. The Supreme Court of India 
blamed the Delhi police for "unprofessionalism" during the Delhi riots and directly indicated 
that the police was waiting for the Central Government of India led by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party to give them instructions, instead of acting independently and conscientiously. In the 
hearing, Justice K.M. Joseph said:23   
  

"Look at how police acts in the UK. If somebody makes an inflammatory remark,  they 

swing into action. They don’t wait for orders.   
Police should not be looking for here and there for nods".  

  

  

Police brutally beating people in India  

 Contemporary India, however, has seen the influence of caste start to decline. This is partly 
due to the spread of education to all castes which has had a democratising effect on the political 
system. However, this "equalising" of the playing field has not been without controversy. The 
Mandal Commission and its quotas system has been a particularly sensitive issue. It has been 
argued by Professor Dipankar Gupta that the role of castes in Indian elections have been 
overplayed.24 More recently there has been a flux in caste politics, mainly caused by economic 

                                                 
21 Paliath, Shreehari. Five deaths in police custody every day over 10 years, but few convictions. Available at: https://www.businessstandard.com/article/current-
affairs/five-deaths-in-police-custody-every-day-over-10-years-but-few-convictions-120080600355_1.html   
22 The New York Times. The Roots of the Delhi Riots: A Fiery Speech and an Ultimatum. Available at: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/26/world/asia/delhiriots-kapil-mishra.html   
23 The Wire (26/FEB/2020). Supreme Court Slams Delhi Police for 'Unprofessionalism' While Handling Riots. Available at: https://thewire.in/law/supremecourt-
delhi-police-independence-unprofessionalism   
24 Gupta Dipankar. The caste bogey in election analysis. Available at: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-caste-bogey-in-
electionanalysis/article5811003.ece   
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liberalisation in India. This upsurge in lower-caste empowerment was accompanied in some 
regions by a spike in the level of corruption. This was partly due to lower caste perceiving 
development programs and rule of law as tools used by the upper caste to subjugate lower 
castes.25  

 
"It is the responsibility of the Indian government to fully 

enact and apply its legal provisions against  

discrimination on the basis of caste and descent.”  
 

Amnesty International  

  
  

                                                 
25 https://www.livemint.com/Leisure/3u2QUPuXBEFPaBQXU2R8mJ/When-will-the-BrahminBania-hegemony-end.html    
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2.0 Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
  

Since its inception in 2006, the UN Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
has become the central arena for international evaluation of each UN member state’s human 
rights record. This international peer review mechanism is based on a periodic self- assessment 
by each country of its human rights record, achievements and challenges, supplemented by 
reports from UN human rights experts, entities, treaty bodies, national human rights 
institutions, and civil society organizations. The UPR mechanism is a consultative, cooperative, 
dialogue - oriented platform that emphasizes broad based stakeholder involvement in the 
preparation and follow up to national reports.26  
  
Once every four years, each country presents its report to the Human Rights Council, and every 
other country has the opportunity to ask questions, make comments or provide 
recommendations to the State under Review (SuR). These non-binding recommendations can 
either be accepted by the SuR or may be noted (but not accepted) by it. In subsequent rounds 
of review, each country has to report back to the Human Rights Council on “the implementation 
of the accepted recommendations and the development of human rights situations in the State 
under Review (SuR)”.  
  
The ultimate goal of UPR is the improvement of the human rights situation in every country 
with significant consequences for people around the globe. The UPR is designed to prompt, 
support, and expand the promotion and protection of human rights on the ground. To achieve 
this, the UPR involves assessing States’ human rights records and addressing human rights 
violations wherever they occur. The UPR also aims to provide technical assistance to States 
and enhance their capacity to deal effectively with human rights challenges and to share best 
practices in the field of human rights among States and other stakeholders.  
  
During the first cycle, all UN Member States have been reviewed, – with 48 States reviewed 
each year. The second cycle, which officially started in May 2012 with the 13th session of the 
UPR Working Group, 42 States were reviewed each year. The reviews took place during the 
sessions of the UPR Working Group (see below) which meets three times a year. The order of 
review remains the same as in the first cycle and the number of States reviewed at each session 
is now fourteen instead of sixteen.  
  
The reviews are conducted by the UPR Working Group which consists of the 47 members of 
the Council; however, any UN Member State can take part in the discussion/dialogue with the 
reviewed States. Each State review is assisted by groups of three States, known as “troikas”, 
who serve as rapporteurs. The selection of the troikas for each State is done through a drawing 
of slots following elections for the Council membership in the General Assembly.  
  

The documents on which the reviews are based are:   
1. Information provided by the State under review, which can take the form of a “national 

report”;  
2. Information contained in the reports of independent human rights experts and groups, 

known as the Special Procedures, human rights treaty bodies, and other UN entities;   
3. Information from other stakeholders including national human rights institutions and 

non-governmental organizations.  
                                                 
26 Basic facts about UPR. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/upr/basic-facts   

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/upr/basic-facts
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Reviews take place through an interactive discussion between the State under review and other 
UN Member States. This takes place during a meeting of the UPR Working Group. During this 
discussion any UN Member State can pose questions, comments and/or make 
recommendations to the States under review. The troikas may group issues or questions to be 
shared with the State under review to ensure that the interactive dialogue takes place in a 
smooth and orderly manner. The duration of the review was three hours for each country in the 
Working Group during the first cycle. From the second cycle onwards, the time has been 
extended to three hours and thirty minutes.  
  
Reviews take place through an interactive discussion between the State under review and other 
UN Member States. This takes place during a meeting of the UPR Working Group. During this 
discussion any UN Member State can pose questions, comments and/or make 
recommendations to the States under review. The troikas may group issues or questions to be 
shared with the State under review to ensure that the interactive dialogue takes place in a 
smooth and orderly manner. The duration of the review was three hours for each country in the 
Working Group during the first cycle. From the second cycle onwards, the time has been 
extended to three hours and thirty minutes.  
  

The UPR will assess the extent to which States respect their human rights obligations set out 
in:  

1. The UN Charter;   
2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights;   
3. Human rights instruments to which the State is party (human rights treaties ratified by 

the State concerned);   
4. Voluntary pledges and commitments made by the State (e.g., national human rights 

policies and/or programmes implemented); and,  
5. Applicable international humanitarian law.  

  
Following the review by the Working Group, a report is prepared by the troika with the 
involvement of the State under review and assistance from the OHCHR. This report, referred 
to as the “outcome report”, provides a summary of the actual discussion. It therefore consists 
of the questions, comments and recommendations made by States to the country under review, 
as well as the responses by the reviewed State.  
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3.0 Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of India  
  
India was last reviewed during UPR in May 2017. The members states for the purpose of UPR 
consisted of countries from the developed world including United States of America, United 
Kingdom, Russian Federation, Italy, Turkey, Australia, Germany etc. as well as states from the 
developing world. India in the 2017 UPR received 250 recommendations and supported 152 
recommendations, touching upon a wide variety of multifarious issues including human rights, 
human development index, gender equality, sustainability, development and SDGs as 
suggested by different countries.   
  
Many countries especially commented on the Human Rights records of India during the UPR 
reviews and have given commendable advice and recommendations to India. On the third cycle 
of the review (27th session), many states reiterated the importance for India to protect various 
human rights which were also a part of the previous UPR. The recommendations made to India 
by the working group, therefore do not include something new but speaks about the 
enforcement and assurance of the previous ones observed in the previous reviews.     

 

“Every human being has inherent dignity, and all of us have equal and inalienable rights. 

Recognition of those rights, and I quote the first line of the preamble, is the foundation of freedom,  

justice, and peace in the world.”  
  

 
Zeid Raad Al Hussein  

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(2014 to 2018)  

  
UPR Recommendations (2017) India’s 

Position 
Ensure that laws are fully and consistently enforced to provide adequate protections for 

members of religious minorities, scheduled castes, tribes and other vulnerable populations 

(United States of America);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Expand the scope of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act and 

promote human rights education in the school curriculum (Slovakia);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

In the spirit of its Constitution, which guarantees equal rights to all minorities, further 

invest in dedicated human rights training of police officials to register and investigate 

cases of discrimination and violence and to hold them accountable when they fail to do so 

(Finland);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Take urgent measures to repeal the norms that discriminate against castes, and investigate 

and sanction the perpetrators of acts of discrimination and violence against them, in 

particular against the Dalits (Argentina);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Take the necessary measures to ensure effective implementation of the Scheduled  
Castes and Scheduled Tribes Act, notably through the training of State officials (France);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Office_of_the_United_Nations_High_Commissioner_for_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Office_of_the_United_Nations_High_Commissioner_for_Human_Rights
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UPR Recommendations (2017) India’s 
Position 

Take holistic measures to protect the rights of persons with disabilities, the elderly and 

other vulnerable groups (China);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Prevent and pursue through the appropriate judicial means all violent acts against religious 

and tribal minorities, Dalits and lower castes (Holy See);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Provide access to clean and modern energy to all its people and develop climate friendly 

green cities (United Arab Emirates);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Continue improving the national legislative framework on the rehabilitation of victims of 

trafficking (Ukraine);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Strengthen the protection of women’s rights in accordance with the Protection of  
Women from Domestic Violence Act and other relevant laws (Republic of Korea);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Continue to develop laws and make efforts to ensure freedom of religion and belief 

(Lebanon);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Continue facilitating equal access to justice for all and provide legal aid, in particular to 

vulnerable groups, minority groups and marginalized people (Angola); 

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Promote and facilitate universal access to birth registration, especially for people living in 

extreme poverty, belonging to religious minorities or living in remote areas of the country, 

through the implementation of mobile units and carrying out awareness-raising campaigns 

(Mexico);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Implement a human rights-based, holistic approach to ensure access to adequate housing 

as well as to adequate water and sanitation, including for marginalized groups, Dalits, 

scheduled castes, the homeless, the landless, scheduled tribes, religious and ethnic 

minorities, persons with disabilities and women (Germany);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Increase investment in universal, mandatory and free education by giving priority to 

measures to eradicate discrimination and exclusion that affect girls, children with 

disabilities, Dalits and marginalized persons (Mexico);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Combat violence against women through effective legislation and law enforcement 

measures (China);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

201 Take additional serious measures to eliminate violence against women and children, 

including sexual violence (Kyrgyzstan);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 

Ensure that legislation defining the minimum legal age of marriage at 18 is enforced at all 

levels, everywhere in the country (Iceland);  

Supported in 
UPR but not 
implemented 
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UPR Recommendations (2017) India’s 
Position 

Swiftly ratify the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol, ensure that domestic legislation 

defines torture in line with international standards, and extend an invitation to the Special 

Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment for 

an official visit to the country (Germany);  

Noted 

Provide unhindered access to the United Nations and other international organizations, 

and accede to the call of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to allow an OHCHR 

fact-finding mission to “Indian-Occupied Kashmir” to investigate and report on the human 

rights situation there (Pakistan); 

Noted 

Enact the Prevention of Torture Bill currently pending in the parliament in compliance 

with the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 

or Punishment (Turkey);  

Noted 

Immediately stop its atrocities and violations of human rights against the Kashmiri people, 

and allow them to exercise their right to self-determination through a free and fair 

plebiscite in accordance with the United Nations Security Council resolution (Pakistan);  

Noted 

Intensify efforts to guarantee equality and non-discrimination in line with its international 

obligations by developing public human rights awareness programmes and taking concrete 

steps to advance the rights of women and girls, members of religious minorities, and 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons and to combat caste-based 

discrimination, including to: criminalize marital rape; decriminalize consensual same-sex 

relations; and establish appropriate policies and practices for registering, investigating and 

prosecuting violence against women, girls and members of religious minorities (Ireland);  

Noted 

Step up its efforts against caste-based violence, discrimination and prejudice, including by 

eradicating all forms of caste-based discrimination in the educational system (Czechia);  
Noted 

Revise the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act to bring it into compliance with the 

obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, with a view to 

fighting impunity (Switzerland);  

Noted 

Repeal the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and the Public Safety Act and take credible 

actions to end the prevailing culture of impunity in “Indian-Occupied Kashmir” 

(Pakistan);  

Noted 

Immediately ban the use of pellet guns and hold accountable perpetrators who have used 

lethal force against unarmed civilians in “Indian-Occupied Kashmir” (Pakistan);  
Noted 



17 
 

UPR Recommendations (2017) India’s 
Position 

Strengthen efforts to guarantee freedom of religion and belief, especially by retracting so-

called anti-conversion laws (Holy See);  
Noted 

Take all necessary measures to protect the rights of persons belonging to religious 

minorities, and repeal laws which restrict religious conversion (Netherlands);  
Noted 

Take visible policy and other measures to ensure the freedom of religion and belief and 

address the alarming trend of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related 

intolerance including mob violence committed, incited and advocated by right-wing 

parties and affiliated extremist organizations against minorities, particularly Muslims, 

Christians, Sikhs and Dalits (Pakistan);  

Noted 

Take effective measures to combat rising instances of religious intolerance, violence and 

discrimination (Kazakhstan);  
Noted 

Guarantee freedom of religion or belief by implementing existing laws to better protect 

individuals belonging to minority groups from hate speech, incitement to religious 

violence, discrimination on religious grounds and forcible conversions (Canada);  

Noted 

Ensure that any measure limiting freedom of expression, assembly and association on the 

Internet is based on clearly defined criteria in accordance with international law including 

international human rights law (Sweden);  

Noted 

Guarantee freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly for all individuals 

and promote meaningful dialogue that embraces and allows freely organized advocacy of 

diverging views by civil society (Canada);  

Noted 

Remove barriers prohibiting scheduled castes and schedule tribes from registering their 

children’s births and obtaining birth certificates (Bahrain);  
Noted 

Take urgent measures to put an end to harmful traditional practices such as so called 

“honour killings”, selective abortion on the basis of the sex of the fetus, sati, devadasi, 

early and enforced marriage, bringing the perpetrators to justice and guaranteeing 

assistance for victims (Argentina);  

Noted 
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4.0 The Objectionable Legislature by Indian Government  
  
The government of India over different intervals and periods have promulgated legislatures 
which have not been made keeping in view the public interest but were inclined towards a 
specific geographical region, targeted any specific population, negatively influenced any 
religion, sect or minority, or to control any specific issues. Such type of legislature have been 
criticized by the Indian nationals, policy makes, lawyers and by the international community 
as well as international organizations. The nature of such legislatures have made them 
objectionable and questionable in terms of the determination of the basic and advanced human 
rights of the citizen of the land. Key controversial laws of India are discussed as:  
  
4.1. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act  
  
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act was introduced in the 1967 with an aim to prevent 
unlawful activities associations in India. According to the government and statesmen, the main 
objective of this law was to make powers available for dealing with activities directed against 
the integrity and sovereignty of India. The most recent amendment of the law, the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 (UAPA 2019) has made it possible for the Union 
Government to designate individuals as terrorists without a due process of law. UAPA is also 
known as the Anti-terror law.27 
  
The act has allowed the State to curtail the following rights of citizens who it deemed were not 
acting in the national interest:  

• Freedom of speech, and expression.  
• Right to assemble peaceably, and without arms.  
• Right to form associations, or unions.  

  

  
Protest for the rights of minorities in India  

  
The Congress Party introduced the UAPA at a time when the State of India was in turmoil. 
Indira Gandhi’s grip on power was under threat. India had only just emerged from wars with 

                                                 
27 https://www.sikh24.com/2014/03/07/indias-black-laws-uapa-tada-pota/    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://www.sikh24.com/2014/03/07/indias-black-laws-uapa-tada-pota/
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both China, and Pakistan, the economy was in crisis, the political system was in crisis, and the 
Congress Party itself was in crisis. There were new strands of opposition emerging and gaining 
in strength. The Congress Party could not see how to avoid their inevitable failure at the next 
election, so they created an atmosphere whereby, anyone who raised a voice was labelled as an 
enemy of the State, and then could be booked under the UAPA.  
  
In 2020, United Nations special rapporteurs stated that the provisions of the UAPA 2019, 
contravenes several articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
  
4.2. Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act (TADA)  
  
In 1985, the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act (TADA) was introduced and 
used to suppress anyone who raised a voice against the Indian State’s actions, specifically in 
Punjab.28 The Act gave wide powers to law enforcement agencies for dealing with so called 
terrorists, and socially disruptive activities in the following ways:  
  

• An accused person could be detained up to 1 year.  
• Confessions made to police officers were admissible as evidence in the court of law, 

with the burden of proof being on the accused to prove his, or her, innocence.  
• Secret courts were set up exclusively to hear the cases, and deliver judgments, 

pertaining to the persons accused under this Act.  
• A person could be detained under this act, with no evidence required, on the mere 

suspicion that an individual may have performed an act not in the national interest.  
  
TADA effectively gave Police the power to accuse anyone of being an enemy of the state, 
without need of any evidence. A government who puts its citizens first would not grant such 
powers, even to a police force with an exemplary human rights record. In India, where the 
police are known for their corruption, the outcome of TADA was predictable and brutal, yet 
politicians enthusiastically endorsed it. In the decade that TADA was in force, the Punjab 
Police imprisoned, tortured, and used blackmail to illicit money from, victims, and their 
families. The fact that their Police actions could not be questioned under TADA, further 
emboldened them to rape, torture, murder, and commit other atrocities against, large numbers 
of Sikhs in the Punjab. The Act was scrapped in 1995, but many Sikhs charged under the TADA 
still remain in prison today. 
  
4.3. Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA)  
  
In 2002, India introduced the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA), and after strong opposition, 
it was removed in 2004. The same provisions as TADA applied, except for the fact a person 
could not be convicted of activities not in the national interest, on mere suspicion, without 
evidence.  
  
In 2004, the UAPA which still remains on the book of statutes, was given more bite.  In 2008, 
and again in 2012, further amendments were made, which contain many of the provisions of 
                                                 
28  POTA: Lesson learned from Indian Anti-Terror Act. Available at: https://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1095&context 
=twlj#:~:text=Abstract%3A%20Shortly%20after%20the%20September,Parliament%20building%20in%20December%202001  
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POTA. Each time such Acts are introduced, the Government gives assurances that there are 
inbuilt safeguards against abuse, but given India’s abysmal human rights record, their primary 
use is to target anyone who raises a legitimate voice against the activities of the Police, or the 
endemic corruption of Indian society.  
  

4.4. Armed Forces (Special Power) Act  
  
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), was promulgated in the year 1958 that grants 
special powers to the Indian Armed Forces to maintain public order in "disturbed areas".29 
According to the Disturbed Areas (Special Courts) Act, 1976 once declared 'disturbed', the area 
has to maintain status quo for a minimum of 6 months. One such act passed on 11 September 
1958 was applicable to the Naga Hills, then part of Assam.   
  

 
 

Protest for illegal detention and missing persons in India  

 
 Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), a law operative in Northeast region of Indian 
and Jammu Kashmir have facilitated grave human rights abuses, including extrajudicial 
execution, disappearance, rape and torture by bestowing sweeping powers on armed in these 
areas. The act violates non-derogable provisions of international human rights law, including 
the right to life, the right to remedy and the rights to be free from arbitrary deprivation of liberty 
and from torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (ill-treatment) as 
enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which India 
is a state party since 1979 and other treaties and standards. The Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act (AFSPA) empowers security forces to arrest and enter property without warrant and gives 
the security forces power to shoot to kill. 30 

                                                 
29 Armed Forces Special Power Act. Available at: http://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1958-28.pdf   
30 https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/asa200252005en.pdf            
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In the following decades it spread, one by one, to the other Seven Sister States in India's 
northeast (at present, it is in force in the States of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur (excluding Imphal 
Municipal Council Area), Changlang, Longding and Tirap districts of Arunachal Pradesh, and 
areas falling within the jurisdiction of the eight police stations of districts in Arunachal Pradesh 
bordering the State of Assam). Another one passed in 1983 and applicable to Punjab and 
Chandigarh was withdrawn in 1997, roughly 14 years after it came to 
force.https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_Forces_(Special_Powers)_Act - cite_note-:3-4 An 
act passed in 1990 was applied to Jammu and Kashmir and has been in force since.31  
  
When India presented its second periodic report to the United Nations Human Rights 
Committee in 2012, members of the UNHRC asked numerous questions about the validity of 
the AFSPA. They questioned the constitutionality of the AFSPA under Indian law and asked 
how it could be justified in light of Article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, ICCPR. On 23 March 2009, UN Commissioner for Human Rights Navanethem Pillay 
asked India to repeal the AFSPA. She termed the law as "dated and colonial-era law that breach 
contemporary international human rights standards."32   
  
On 31 March 2012, the UN asked India to revoke AFSPA saying it had no place in Indian 
democracy. Christof Heyns, UN's Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions said, "During my visit to Kashmir, AFSPA was described to me as 'hated' and 
'draconian'. It clearly violates International Law. A number of UN treaty bodies have 
pronounced it to be in violation of International Law as well."  
  

4.5. Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019  
  
The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 was passed by the Parliament of India on 11 
December 2019. It amended the Citizenship Act, 1955 by providing a pathway to Indian 
citizenship for persecuted religious minorities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who 

                                                 
31 The Indian Express. Explained: AFSPA-Disturbed Areas debate in J&K. Available at: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-afspa-disturbed-
areas-debate-in-jk/   
32 India Today. UN ask India to repeal AFSPA. Available at: https://www.indiatoday.in/latestheadlines/story/un-asks-india-to-repeal-afspa-42464-2009-03-23   
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are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis or Christians, and arrived in India before the end of 
December 2014.33   
  
The law does not grant such eligibility to Muslims from these Muslim-majority countries. The 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) called it 
"fundamentally discriminatory", adding that while India's "goal of protecting persecuted 
groups is welcome", this should be accomplished through a non-discriminatory "robust 
national asylum system"34  
  

  
Civil society protesting for the new status of Kashmir  

 
4.6. Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act  
 
The Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 (PSA) is a preventive detention law under 
which a person is taken into custody to prevent them from acting harmfully against "the security 
of the state or the maintenance of the public order" in the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir 
(now a union territory). Whereas PSA applies only to Jammu and Kashmir, it is very similar to 
the National Security Act that is used by the central and other state governments of India for 
preventive detention.35  
  

It was introduced by the then-Chief Minister, Sheikh Abdullah, in 1978 to ostensibly stop the 
smuggling of timber. However, the political motives behind the law became clearer when 
Sheikh Abdullah used it for the first time against political rivals. Since its usage in the late 
1970s, it is still being used today for "the security of the state".36 Following the bifurcation of 
Jammu and Kashmir in 2019, PSA was one of the state laws which was retained under the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act of 2019.  
  
                                                 
33 BBC. Citizenship Amendment Bill: India's new 'anti-Muslim' law explained. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-50670393   
34 UHCHR. Press briefing on India. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2019/12/press-briefing-india?LangID=E&NewsID=25425   
35 The Indian Express. Explained: What is Jammu and Kashmir’s Public Safety Act? Available at: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/farooq-
abdullahpsa-jammu-and-kashmir-explained-6001031/   
36 Life in Kashmir After Article 370. Available at: https://www.orfonline.org/research/life-in-kashmir-after-article-370-60785/   
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• In 2015, the government made public the figure of 16,329 persons having been detained 
under the act since 1988, nearly all from Kashmir. National Crime Records Bureau 
records only 16 women detentions in the period 1995–2008.37   
  

• In February 2020, a petition was filed in the Supreme Court of India by Bhim Singh of 
the Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party terming PSA "as dead and ultra 
vires".38  

  
4.7. Repealing of Article 370 and 35(A)  

United Nations Security Council recognized Jammu and Kashmir a disputed territory through 
its resolutions.39 India has scrapped the law and resolutions of United Nations Security Council 
which grants special status to Indian-administered Kashmir. Article 370 was the basis of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s accession to the Indian union at a time when erstwhile princely states 
had the choice to join either India or Pakistan after their independence from British rule in 
1947. The article, which came into effect in 1949, exempts Jammu and Kashmir state from the 
Indian constitution. It allows the Indian-administered region jurisdiction to make its own laws 
in all matters except finance, defence, foreign affairs and communications. It established a 
separate constitution and separate flag and denied property rights in the region to the outsiders. 
That means the residents of the state live under different laws from the rest of the country in 
matters such as property ownership and citizenship.40 Article 35A was introduced through a 
presidential order in 1954 to continue the old provisions of the territory regulations under article 
370 of Indian constitution. Article 35A has remained unchanged, some aspects of Article 370 
have been diluted over the decades.     
With Indian-administered Kashmir’s special status repealed, people from the rest of India 
would have the right to acquire property in Jammu and Kashmir and settle there permanently. 
Kashmiris fear the move would lead to a demographic transformation of the region from 
majority-Muslim to majority-Hindu.  
  
4.8. Muslim Women (Protection) of Rights on Marriage Act, 2019.  

This law criminalises the utterance of the word ’talaq’ three times in one sitting. The divorce 
emanating from this utterance had already been held illegal by an earlier Supreme Court 
judgment. Meaning that if a Muslim man said talaq to his wife three times in one sitting, this 
would not be a divorce and the marriage would remain intact. But the government passed a law 
criminalising the saying of these three words. This brings us to the absurd reality of India today 
that if a non-Muslim says the word talaq to his wife three times, they are not divorced, and it 
is not a crime. But if a Muslim says the same three words the couple is also not divorced but it 
is a crime. The law also takes away the magistrate’s discretion for giving bail in case of arrest, 
requiring the judge to first listen to the view of the wife before freeing the husband. The 
punishment for saying the word ’talaq’ for Muslim men was three years in jail, the same as IPC 
154 (rioting with a deadly weapon). Muslim men are the only section of India for whom 
divorce, a private wrong for all other communities, is a crime against the State.  

                                                 
37 The Wire.  How the Public Safety Act Continues to Haunt Kashmir. Available at: https://thewire.in/rights/psa-detentions-kashmir   
38 https://www.deccanherald.com/national/north-and-central/plea-challenging-jammu-and-kashmir-public-safety-act-filed-in-supreme-court-804323.html 
39https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un_documents_type/security-council-resolutions/page/1?ctype=Jammu+and+Kashmir&cbtype=jammu-
andkashmir#038;cbtype=jammu-and-kashmir     
40 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/8/5/kashmir-special-status-explained-what-articles-370-and35a      
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4.9. The Gujarat Animal Preservation (Amendment) Bill, 2017  

Two years later, Gujarat increased the punishment for cattle slaughter to life. This is ostensibly 
an economic crime: the purported reason for banning cattle slaughter is the promotion of animal 
husbandry. No other economic crime in India attracts life in prison. And we are left to believe 
the absurd proposition that Muslims are getting lynched not because of religious hatred but 
because Hindu mobs are passionate about animal husbandry.41    

This law extended the punishment for cow slaughter from seven years to life. It allows 
permanent forfeiture of vehicles transporting animals except under prescribed conditions. It 
also increased the fine from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh. Minister of state for home Pradipsinh Jadeja 
said the logic was to equal cow slaughter with murder.  

4.10. Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act, 2018  

This is the first of several laws introduced and legislated by BJP states after the conspiracy 
theory of ‘love jihad’ began to be circulated. It has a clause which reads that ‘any marriage 
which was done for the sole purpose of conversion by the man of one religion with the woman 
of another religion either by converting himself before or after marriage or by converting the 
woman before or after marriage may be declared null and void’. The law says that ‘if any 
person comes back to his ancestral religion’ then this shall not be deemed conversion, without 
defining what ‘ancestral religion’ means. Its meaning is that conversions to Hinduism will not 
be counted as conversion.  

The district magistrate will then conduct an inquiry through the police ‘with regard to real 
intention, purpose and cause of that proposed religion conversion’. If the State feels there was 
facilitation in the conversion then the burden of proof is also reversed on that individual, 
meaning the husband and his family, or the priest. An adult woman’s testimony that she 
converted of free will in insufficient evidence. Those who change their faith without applying 
to the government ‘in the prescribed proforma’ and without the consent of the government after 
the police inquiry face a year in jail.  

4.11. Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 2019  

Indian Christian fear attacks or jail over conversions.42 This law came after the BJP chief 
minister Jairam Thakur said that no cases were being filed under previous laws preventing 
religious conversion. The law requires 30 days’ notice to be given by individuals wishing to 
change their faith, along with 30 days’ notice also to be given by the priest officiating at the 
ceremony (if any). After this application has been made, the District Magistrate will hold an 
inquiry to see if the change of faith can be allowed. If the State determines that these conditions 
have not been met the conversion is “illegal and void”. Individuals who change their faith 
without permission face a year in jail. Punishment for propagation (a Fundamental Right under 
Article 25) is up to seven years in jail.  
 

                                                 
41 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-39454607 
42 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-59724425    

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-39454607
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-59724425


25 
 

 
4.12. The Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Ordinance, 
2020 repealed the 1964 law which allowed the slaughter of bullocks.  

It made cow slaughter punishable by up to seven years. Purchase, sale, disposal or transport of 
cattle outside the state except in prescribed manner would be punishable by five years in jail. 
Fines of up to Rs 10 lakh are also imposed.43  

“Rising inequality and the political, economic and social exclusion of marginalised groups, drive 
much of the unrest and conflict that has swept across the globe in recent years.” 

Zeid Raad Al Hussein  
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  

(2014 to 2018)  
 

 4.13. Uttar Pradesh Vidhi Viruddh Dharma Samparivartan Pratishedh Adhyadesh, 2020 
(Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance)  

Copied from other BJP states, this prohibits conversion except with government permission 
and 60 days’ notice. Conversions for marriage are illegal. The burden of proof is on the family 
the woman is marrying into. Punishment is up to five years in jail.44  

                                                 
43 https://www.tjejomdi.com/news/national/karnataka/anti-cow-slaughter-act-notified-in-karnataka/article33846099.ece    
44 https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/bills_states/uttar-pardesh/2020/UP%20Prohibition %20of%20Unlawful%20Conversion%20of%20Religion%20Ordninance,%202020%20.pdf         
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4.14. Madhya Pradesh Dharma Swatantreya Adhyadesh, 2020 (Freedom of Religion 
Ordinance)  

It replaces the Religious Freedom Act of 1968. It punishes conversion through marriage by 10 
years in jail. It also nullifies such marriages. Children born in these nullified marriages could 
claim the right to their father’s property. Conversions can only happen with government 
permission and 60 days’ notice. FIRs can be filed by parents and siblings of either person in 
the marriage. Any other person who is related by blood, marriage, adoption, guardianship or 
custodianship can file a written complaint with court permission.45  

The BJP governments in Haryana and Karnataka also said they would bring in similar 
legislation though there was no evidence there was a problem. In bringing the UP law, governor 
Anandi Patel said there were neither many complaints nor data to show that these laws were 
required. This was understood by those who have observed the polity under Modi. It was of 
course to create a problem that the laws were being written.  
 
4.15. Gujarat Prohibition of Transfer of Immovable Property and Provision for 
Protection of Tenants from Eviction from Premises in Disturbed Areas Act, 2019 
amendment.  

It is a law that kept Muslims permanently segregated and ghettoised. Known as Ashant Dharo 
(Disturbed Areas Act) - it requires people to reveal their religion on affidavit while selling and 
purchasing property. In areas that were declared ‘disturbed’ by the State, Hindus could not sell 
to Muslims and vice versa without government permission. Over the years and especially after 
Modi became chief minister more and more neighbourhoods in all major Gujarat cities have 
been included under the Act, even those where there has never been rioting. This has effectively 
ghettoised Muslims.  

The amendment that was cleared in 2019 gave the Collector authority to determine if the sale 
of a property would lead to the likelihood of “polarisation” or “improper clustering” of people 
from a particular religion. It also gave the government power to review the decision of the 
Collector, even if the buyer and seller made no appeal.  

Property sales could trigger the creation of a special investigation team of the Collector, 
Municipal Commissioner, and Police Commissioner as members. The amendment enables the 
state government to form a committee to advise it on the adding of new areas to the Disturbed 
Areas Act. The amendment enlarged the scope of property transfer and included leasing. In 
effect, even foreigners can rent and buy property in those parts of Gujarat’s cities where Indian 
Muslims cannot. A series of stories in the local media (ignored in the national media) shows 
that using this law Hindus constantly object to Muslims buying property near their homes and 
do not want them around.  

“Human rights are our ultimate tool to help societies grow in freedom.   
To ensure equality for women and girls. To advance sustainable development.   

To prevent conflict, reduce human suffering and build a just and equitable world.”    

 
António Guterres,  

Secretary-General of the United Nations  
                                                 
45 https://seekhe.com/madhya-pradesh-religious-freedom-bill-2020   
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5.0 United Nations Observations on Human Rights Violations in India  

5.1. United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC)  

The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system 
made up of 47 states responsible for the promotion and protection of all human rights around 
the globe. It has ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues and situation that require its 
attention throughout the year. It meets at the UN office at Geneva.46  

5.2. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is a department of the 
Secretariat of the United Nations that works to promote and protect human rights that are 
guaranteed under international law and stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of 1948. The office is headed by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, who 
coordinates human rights activities throughout the United Nations System and acts as the 
secretariat of the Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland 56. In last five years different 
Reports presented by Representatives of Secretary General (SG), United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights and Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
highlighted human rights situation in India and details are elaborated in succeeding paragraphs.    

I-Reports of the Secretary-General 

HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-sixth Cooperation with the United Nations, its representatives and 

mechanisms in the field of human rights. Intimidation and reprisals 
against Khurram Parvez in relation to his cooperation with the Human 
Rights Council, the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances and the universal periodic review mechanism. The reprisals 
allegedly took the form of a travel ban and arbitrary arrest and detention.47 

Thirty-sixth Capital punishment and the implementation of the safeguards 
guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty.  
• A large number of death row prisoners come from economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds. For example, reportedly 74 per cent of the 
prisoners sentenced to death in India are economically vulnerable;48 

• In other cases, serious concern over the adequacy of legal aid lawyers 
causes families to hire private lawyers at great expense, resulting in 
debts. In India, for example, reportedly over 70 per cent of prisoners 
represented by private lawyers in the trial courts and High Courts were 
economically vulnerable. 

Thirty-Nine  Cooperation with the United Nations, its representatives and 
mechanisms in the field of human rights. According to the Centre for 
Social Development, it has submitted nine reports to the United Nations 
since 2006 concerning violations of the rights of indigenous peoples in 
northeast India in relation to large-scale development projects, mining 
operations, and implementation of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act. 
They have requested the Committee’s action under its early warning 
procedure.49 

                                                 
46 https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/home   
47 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/080/50/PDF/G1808050.pdf?openElement 
48 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/244/09/PDF/G1724409.pdf?openElement 
49 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/247/10/PDF/G1824710.pdf?openElement 
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HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-Second   Cooperation with the United Nations, its representatives and 

mechanisms in the field of human rights50  
• Thirumurugan Gandhi, an environmental rights defender in Tamil Nadu, 

had been detained for nearly two months upon return from Europe, 
where he had participated in the Human Rights Council session and 
related events. Annex II contains allegations of continued reprisals 
pertaining to the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, including against 
Amnesty International India, Greenpeace India, Mr. Nobokishore 
Urikhimbam and others from the Centre for Social Development and Mr. 
Henri Tiphagne from the Centre for Promotion of Social Concerns, as 
well as continued reprisals against Mr. Khurram Parvez. 

• Three special procedures mandate holders addressed the detrimental 
impact of the FCRA for Indian organizations’ ability to access foreign 
funding and expressed concern that that, under the FCRA, Amnesty 
International India and Greenpeace India and some of its affiliates have 
had their offices raided, bank accounts frozen or registration suspended 
or cancelled. 

Forty-eighth • The 2020 report of the Secretary-General referred to a July 2019 
OHCHR report on the situation of human rights in Indian-administered 
Kashmir and Pakistan-administered Kashmir, which noted reprisals 
against Central Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society 
(JKCCS), a union of various non-profit organizations based in Srinagar, 
which regularly cooperates with the UN. Names of additional sources 
for OHCHR’s reports, including victims of torture, were withheld due to 
a fear of further reprisals (Annex II, para. 74). The situation of JKCCS 
and its chair, Mr. Kurram Parvez, and other members of the coalition 
were also included in the 2019, 2018 and 2017 reports of the Secretary-
General. Mr. Parvez has been subject to travel bans, arbitrary arrest and 
detention in relation to his cooperation with the UN, and it was reported 
to OHCHR in May 2021 that three “First Information Reports” filed by 
police in 2016 before a court in Srinagar were still unresolved and that 
Mr. Parvez remains under travel ban.51 

• Arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance, torture and ill-treatment of 
Mr. Waheed Ur Rehman Para and other civil society actors, and reprisals 
against Mr. Para by Indian intelligence following his engagement with 
members of the UN Security Council (IND 4/2021) 

 
II- Reports of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-Fourth  Negative effects of terrorism on the enjoyment of all human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. The abduction and rape of girls at a Christian 
school in India;52 

Thirty-Fifth Expert workshop on the impact of existing strategies and initiatives to 
address child, early and forced marriage. Discriminatory legislation 
limiting women’s freedoms and rights and, as a result, their choices beyond 
marriage should also be eliminated. Efforts to address contradictions and 
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loopholes in the legal framework were also stressed as critical. For example, 
legislation on statutory rape should not exempt married couples, as is 
currently the case in India.53 

Thirty-Seven Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and 
linguistic minorities. In September 2017, the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, in an oral update to the thirty-sixth session of the Human 
Rights Council, expressed concern over the rise of intolerance towards 
religious and other minorities in India, where the current wave of violent 
and often lethal mob attacks against people, under the pretext of protecting 
the lives of cows, was alarming.54 

Thirty-ninth  Opening Statement by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Michelle Bachelet. 
• In India, I hail last week’s decision by the Supreme Court to 

decriminalise same-sex relations. Laws that criminalise consensual 
adult relationships are, as Chief Justice Misra said, manifestly arbitrary 
and a source of discrimination and harassment. I very much hope other 
countries around the world will look to India’s example in this respect. 

• In Kashmir, our recent report on the human rights situation has not been 
followed up with meaningful improvements, or even open and serious 
discussions on how the grave issues raised could be addressed. The 
people of Kashmir have exactly the same rights to justice and dignity as 
people all over the world, and we urge the authorities to respect them. 
The Office continues to request permission to visit both sides of the Line 
of Control, and in the meantime, will continue its monitoring and 
reporting.  

Fortieth  Annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women. Paying tribute 
to the work of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and other 
activists, the High Commissioner pointed out that although all women could 
be subjected to online violence, women human rights defenders and those 
involved in politics or media work were particularly targeted. Research by 
the Internet and Democratic Project in India had found that discussions of 
domestic violence, marital rape, caste-based oppression and violations of 
the rights of religious minorities, as well as women expressing views on 
matters considered to be “men’s business” were most likely to give rise to 
online abuse. Women could also face a heightened risk of violence if they 
challenged patriarchal structures or dominant racial or religious norms. The 
scale of violence could be exacerbated for women of a specific age, 
ethnicity, race, religion, disability, sexual orientation or gender identity.55 
In India, Gauri Lankesh, a journalist who had published criticism of Hindu 
extremism, was killed in 2017 following widespread online calls for 
violence against her. Her colleague Rana Ayyub had previously been 
subjected to thousands of hate-filled messages, including calls for her to be 
gang-raped and murdered; her phone number and home address were 
disseminated. 
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Forty-Second  Opening statement by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Michelle Bachelet 
• In relation to Kashmir, my Office continues to receive reports on the 

human rights situation on both sides of the line of control. I am deeply 
concerned about the impact of recent actions by the Government of India 
on the human rights of Kashmiris, including restrictions on internet 
communications and peaceful assembly, and the detention of local 
political leaders and activists. While I continue to urge the Governments 
of India and Pakistan to ensure that human rights are respected and 
protected, I have appealed particularly to India to ease the current 
lockdowns or curfews; to ensure people's access to basic services; and 
that all due process rights are respected for those who have been 
detained. It is important that the people of Kashmir are consulted and 
engaged in any decision-making processes that have an impact on their 
future. 

• The recent National Register of Citizens verification process in the 
northeast Indian state of Assam has caused great uncertainty and anxiety, 
with some 1.9 million people excluded from the final list published on 
31 August. I appeal to the Government to ensure due process during the 
appeals process, prevent deportation or detention, and ensure people are 
protected from statelessness. 

Forty-third  Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and 
linguistic minorities  
• For instance, the High Commissioner expressed concern about violence 

and alleged human rights violations, including against minorities after 
the national elections in Bangladesh in 2018. She also highlighted the 
situation in India where reports indicated the increasing harassment and 
targeting of minorities, in particular Muslims and people from 
historically disadvantaged and marginalized groups, such as Dalits and 
Adivasis.56 

• Several United Nations human rights experts expressed concern over the 
ongoing update of the National Register of Citizens in Assam, India, and 
its potential to harm millions of people, most of whom belonged to 
minorities. The experts also issued warnings on the rise of hate speech 
directed against those minorities in social media, and the potential 
destabilizing effects of the marginalization and uncertainties facing 
millions in that part of the country 

Forty-Fifth Statement by Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights 
• It has been more than a year since my last report on both Indian and 

Pakistan-administered Kashmir. In Indian-administered Kashmir, 
incidents of military and police violence against civilians continue, 
including use of pellet guns, as well as incidents related to militancy. 
Major legal changes – including to the Constitution and domicile rules – 
are generating deep anxiety, but the space for political debate and public 
participation continues to be severely restricted, particularly since new 
media rules have prohibited vaguely defined “anti-national” reporting. 
While I welcome the release of some political and community leaders, 
hundreds of people remain in arbitrary detention, with many habeas 

                                                 
56 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G19/348/87/PDF/G1934887.pdf?openElement 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G19/348/87/PDF/G1934887.pdf?openElement


31 
 

HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
corpus petitions still pending – including those of many of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s political leaders.   I welcome the initiatives to extend services 
to remote areas, and the recent conditional restoration of full Internet 
connectivity in two districts – which should be applied promptly to the 
rest of Jammu and Kashmir. 

• On the Pakistan side, people also have limited Internet access, creating 
difficulties in accessing education and other vital services. I remain 
concerned about ongoing restrictions to the rights to freedom of 
expression and association. My Office is committed to continuing its 
engagement with both India and Pakistan, to uphold the rights of the 
Kashmiri people – which is the best way to prevent further tensions and 
conflict. 

Forty-Eighth  Statement by Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. Indian authorities' restrictions on public assembly, and frequent 
temporary communication blackouts, continue in Jammu and Kashmir, 
while hundreds of people remain in detention for exercising their right to 
the freedom of expression, and journalists face ever-growing pressure. 
Ongoing use of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act throughout India 
is worrying, with Jammu & Kashmir having among the highest number of 
cases in the country. While I acknowledge the Government’s efforts to 
counter terrorism and promote development in the region, such restrictive 
measures can result in human rights violations and foster further tensions 
and discontent. 

OHCHR  Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Kashmir: Developments in the 
Indian State of Jammu and Kashmir from June 2016 to April 2018, and 
General Human Rights Concerns in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan57 

OHCHR  Update of the Situation of Human Rights in Indian-Administered Kashmir 
and Pakistan-Administered Kashmir from May 2018 to April 201958 

 

III- Reports of the Special Rapporteur on The Right to Food 

HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-Fourth • Other cases include the deaths of 23 children in India in 2013 after 

consuming a meal contaminated with the highly hazardous pesticide 
monocrotophos;59 

• In India, inhabitants of the Padre village in the State of Kerala, located 
near cashew plantations, were found to suffer from high rates of illness 
and death that have been linked to the highly hazardous pesticide 
endosulfan; disability rates among inhabitants are reportedly 73 per cent 
higher than the overall rates for the entire state. 

• According to the report, in 2014, in Punjab, India, the companies failed 
to adequately inform farmers about the dangers of their pesticides or the 
necessary safety measures. 
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IV- Reports of the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders  

HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-Fourth • Arrest and detention of a folk singer and activist, Mr. S. Sivadas.60 

• Harassment, attacks and death threats against five women human rights 
defenders. Ms. Shalini Gera, Ms. Isha Khandelwal, Ms. Bela Bhatia, Ms. 
Malini Subramanium and Ms. Soni Sori. 

• Death of over 30 persons and injuries to hundreds in the state of Kashmir 
between 8 and 14 July 2016. 

• Arbitrary arrest, detention, intimidation and travel ban issued against 
Mr. Khurram Parvez in alleged reprisal for cooperating with the United 
Nations human rights mechanisms. 

• Forced evictions and demolition of approximately 100 houses in 
Rangpuri Pahadi, in the South of Vasant Kunj, Delhi 

• Arbitrary arrest, detention, intimidation and a travel ban against human 
rights defender Mr. Khurram Parvez. 

• UN experts urge India to release prominent human rights defender 
detained for over a month. 

• UN rights experts urge India to repeal law restricting NGO’s access to 
crucial foreign funding. 

Thirty-Seven • Ministry of Home Affairs of India to cancel the registration of Lawyers 
Collective to receive foreign contribution under the Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA).61 

• Attacks, intimidation by state police and state administration, and the 
arrest and detention of seven human rights defenders, Mr. Chikkudu 
Prabhakar, Mr. Bhalla Ravindranath, Mr. Durga Prasad, Mr. Duddu 
Prabhakar, Mr. Rajendra Prasad, Mr. Nazeer and Mr. Ramananda 
Lakshme. 

• The use of disproportionate force against student demonstrators, and the 
adoption of measures by the State authorities in Jammu and Kashmir 
banning 22 social media websites and applications, as well as 
suspending the networks providing 3G and 4G services. 

• A Look Out circular issued against Mr. Kartik Murukutla allegedly in 
retaliation for his human rights activities including his engagement with 
the United Nations human rights mechanisms, in particular the UPR and 
Special Procedures. 

• The deteriorating human rights situation in the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir, including violations of the right to life, and the continued 
restrictions to freedom of expression and freedom of assembly during 
the months of May, June and July 2017. 

• The mega project Sardar Sarovar Dam in the Narmada river valley 
reported to result in the forceful eviction and displacement of 40,000 
families and the arrest of human rights defenders Ms. Medha Patkar, Ms. 
Gayatri, Ms. Vimla, Ms. Manjula, Ms. Pushpa, Ms. Bhagwati, Ms. 
Sewati, Mr. Dharmendra, Mr. Rameshwar and Mr. Baau, as they 
engaged in a peaceful protest and hunger strike in opposition to this 
eviction. 

• The killing of Ms. Gauri Lankesh, as well as allegations that the 
authorities failed to grant Ms. Lankesh adequate protection measures in 
light of threats she had been receiving prior to her killing. 
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• India: India must restore internet and social media networks in Jammu 

and Kashmir, say UN rights experts. 
 Fortieth • Arbitrary detention, imposition of entry ban, and subsequent deportation 

of human rights defender, Mr. Mukunda Raj Kattel at Tiruchirapalli 
International Airport in Tamil Nadu, India.62 

• The construction of a boundary wall around the lands of 22,000 Adivasi 
communities, living in Jagatsinghpur District, Odisha, after the South 
Koran company PSCO withdrew its plan to establish an integrated steel 
plant and a captive port in the area. 

• Mr. Parvez Imroz, Mr. Kartik Murukutla, Mr. Ghulam Nabi Khan, and 
Mr. Qazi Irfan were prevented from holding an event at the grave of Mr. 
Atta Mohammed Khan, a gravedigger who helped reveal mass graves 
and helped highlight the continued impunity and lack of investigation 
into the disappearance of 8000 persons in Jammu and Kashmir. 

• The re-trafficking of rescued victims and consequent threats and 
harassment suffered by Mr. Sunil Kumar and other human rights 
defenders advocating for the trafficked victims’ protection in Uttar 
Pradesh State. 

• The Central Bureau of Investigation to conduct prompt, effective and 
thorough investigations into extrajudicial killings that occurred in 
Manipur, despite being ordered by the Supreme Court to do so, and the 
alleged harassment by state security forces against four human rights 
defenders and the failure to investigate an attack against a fifth. 

Fortieth Situation of women human rights defenders.  
• In April 2018, Indian investigative journalist Rana Ayyub was subjected 

to an online hate campaign and death threats when she was misquoted 
on Twitter.   She was threatened with sexual violence on social media 
and subjected to misogynistic vitriol and hate speech for being a Muslim 
woman.63 

• Women defenders belonging to minority groups are often at greater risk 
of prejudice and discrimination because of their activism and their 
minority backgrounds. In Chhattisgarh, India, for example, Adivasi 
schoolteacher Soni Sori continues to be slandered, harassed and 
intimidated by the police for her activism. 

• Sudha Bhardwaj, a lawyer who assists Adivasis, Dalits, workers and 
farmers, endured a vicious smear campaign and was arrested on 28 
August 2018 under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. Her house 
was raided, her personal items seized, and she has been placed under 
house arrest. 

Forty-third • The extrajudicial executions of 15 Muslim individuals, in Uttar Pradesh 
between 2017 and 2018, allegedly killed intentionally by the Police 
whilst in their custody and then covered up as encounter killings; the 
failure to conduct adequate investigations into these cases; the 
harassment and intimidation of two human rights defenders, involved in 
promoting an investigation of the cases namely Mr. Rajeev Yadav and 
Mr. Akram Akhtar Chaudhary, as well as of family members of victims; 
and statements from state government and police officials seemingly 
inciting, justifying and/or sanctioning the killings.64 
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• The recent raids on the offices of Greenpeace India and Amnesty 

International India by members of Enforcement Directorate, as well as 
the freezing of Amnesty International India’s bank account for allegedly 
violating the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) and 
levelling accusations against Greenpeace India of violating the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act (FEMA), and allegations concerning a 
smear campaign targeting Amnesty International India. 

• The situation of Dr. G. N. Saibaba with respect to his detention, lack of 
reasonable accommodation and lack of access to healthcare while in 
custody. 

• The attack on the indigenous peoples’ defenders Ms. Agnes Kharshiing, 
Ms. Amita Sangma and Mr. E. Kurbah on 8 November 2018 in East 
Jaintia Hills, approximately 120 kilometres from state capital Shillong, 
Meghalaya State.  

• Enforced disappearance of the environmental human rights defender 
Mr. Shanmugam Thangasamy also known as RS Mugilan, following his 
participation in a press conference during which he denounced the 
involvement of senior police officials in the killing of 13 persons on 22 
May 2018 during a protest opposing the environmental pollution caused 
by the Sterlite Copper Smelting Plant in Thoothukudi. 

• The degrading situation of human rights defender Dr. G.N. Saibaba with 
respect to his detention, lack of reasonable accommodation and lack of 
access to appropriate healthcare while in custody. 

• Severe restrictions on freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful 
assembly and of association imposed during the past week in the state 
of Jammu and Kashmir, as well as the arbitrary arrests and detention of 
political figures, journalists, members of civil society and human rights 
defenders in the state, and violations to the right to life. 

• The continued judicial proceedings against and arbitrary detention of ten 
human rights defenders promoting the rights of the Dalit minority, and 
the house arrests of five of them. 

Forty-Sixth • Intimidations, searches and confiscations committed during raids 
performed by national security agents in Jammu & Kashmir. The 
targeted individuals are human rights defenders and journalists, 
including Ms. Parveena Ahangar, Mr. Khurram Parvez, and Mr. Parvaiz 
Ahmad Bukhari. 65 

• Arbitrary detention of a human rights defender, Mr. Stan Swamy.  
• Police and judicial harassment of the NGO Amnesty International India.  
• Closure of the Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission 

(SHRC) in October 2019 leaving the people of the region with limited 
legal recourse to seek justice for potential human rights violations 
committed and created uncertainty on how pending cases will be treated  

• Judicial proceedings against and detention of eleven human rights 
defenders linked to their participation in protests against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act (CAA). In particular, Mr. Akhil Gogoi; Mr. Asif 
Iqbal Tanha; Ms. Devangana Kalita; Ms. Gulfisha Fatima; Mr. Khafeel 
Khan; Mr. Khalid Saifi; Mr. Meeran Haider; Ms. Natasha Narwal; Ms. 
Safoora Zargar; Mr. Sharjeel Imam and Mr. Shifa Ur Rehman.  
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• Criminalization by Indian authorities of the activities of journalists 

covering the situation in Jammu and Kashmir. In particular, Mr. Naseer 
Ganai, Ms. Masrat Zahra, Mr. Peerzada Ashiq and Mr. Gowher Geelani.  

• Concerns on the compatibility of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Amendment Act 2019, to the 1967 Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 
(the Act), with the obligations under international human rights law and 
the international standards of counter-terrorism legislation.  

• Excessive use of force, arrests and arbitrary detention of protestors since 
December 2019, in the context of demonstrations against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act (CAA).  

• Arbitrary detention, as well as the deteriorating health condition while 
in detention of Mr. Miyan Abdul Qayoom, a human rights lawyer and 
President of Jammu and Kashmir High Court Bar Association.  

• Continued harassment intimidation and violation of the right to privacy 
of journalist Ms. Rana Ayyub, as well as the alleged failure by the 
authorities to provide effective protection.  

Forty-Ninth  • In July 2021, Chandrabhushan Tiwari came across congested traffic 
between the towns of Usauli and Kudra on national highway 2 in India, 
while travelling on a motorcycle with another individual. According to 
information received, he began filming the scene on his phone as he 
approached the area of traffic congestion. Tiwari observed that the 
traffic had built up because police officers from the Kudra police station 
were collecting what appeared to be bribes from truck drivers. Three 
police officers, who saw him filming, reportedly confiscated his mobile 
phone and when he informed them that he was a journalist, they 
reportedly physically assaulted him and the person with whom he was 
travelling using their batons. 

Seventy-sixth 
session 
(General 
Assembly)  

On 5 July 2021, 84-year-old Jesuit priest and human rights defender Stan 
Swamy died in custody in India after having been arrested nine months 
previously and accused of terrorism-related crimes that carried a sentence 
of up to life in prison. The authorities had denied him adequate medical 
care while he was in detention. 

 
 
V- Reports of the Special Rapporteur in the Field of Cultural Rights 

HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-Fourth • There are also many reports about the “climate of growing intolerance 

in India where those who challenge orthodoxy or fundamentalism have 
become increasingly vulnerable”, where a fundamentalist group has 
offered to cut off the tongues of writers who insult Hinduism and where 
rationalist writers, such as Malleshappa Kalburgi, have been 
assassinated with impunity.66 

• Despite such threats, artists and intellectuals have continued to play key 
roles in challenging diverse fundamentalists and extremists. For 
example, in response to what they perceived as “rising intolerance and 
growing assault on free speech”, coupled with violence against 
intellectuals, approximately 40 leading Indian writers from many 
different ethnic and linguistic backgrounds returned their literary awards 
in protest. 
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Thirty-
Seventh  

The capacity for empathy is particularly rare during violent conflicts and in 
their aftermath, both on the side of perpetrators and of victims. An example 
of cultural initiatives that have engaged in the difficult work of grappling 
with these questions is the play Hidden Fires. In this play, the same actors 
portray the stories of Muslims victimized during the horrific 2002 
communal violence in Gujarat, India, as well as Hindu rioters describing 
their own brutal acts. Through theatrical turns, the audience is invited to 
acknowledge the harms committed and the role of the Government, media 
and police in creating the conditions that gave rise to the atrocities, and to 
empathize with all the suffering which was inflicted. While not offering 
guarantees, better understanding of the impact of past violations contributes 
to making the recurrence of human rights abuses less likely.67 

 
VI- Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and 

of Association 

HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-Fifth • Harassment, attacks and threats against five women human rights 

defenders.68  
• Death of over 30 persons and injuries to hundreds in the state of Kashmir 

between 8 and 14 July 2016.  
• Arbitrary arrest, detention, intimidation and a travel ban against Mr. 

Khurram Parvez.  
• The order to cancel registration of Lawyers Collective to receive foreign 

contribution under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA).  
• The arrest and detention of seven human rights defenders, Mr. Chikkudu 

Prabhakar, Mr. Bhalla Ravindranath, Mr. Durga Prasad, Mr Duddu 
Prabhakar, Mr. Rajendra Prasad, Mr. Nazeer and Mr. Ramananda 
Lakshme.  

• Urge India to release prominent human rights defender detained for over 
a month.  

• UN rights experts urge India to repeal law restricting NGO’s access to 
crucial foreign funding.  

• The Special Rapporteur regrets that out of the six communications sent 
in the reporting period, the Government of India has so far only 
responded to one, despite the serious nature of the allegations.   

 Forty-first • Raids on the offices of Greenpeace India and Amnesty International 
India by members of the government of India’s Enforcement 
Directorate, as well as the freezing of Amnesty International India’s 
bank account for allegedly violating the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) and levelling accusations against Greenpeace 
India of violating the Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), and 
allegations concerning a smear campaign targeting Amnesty 
International India.69 

• The Special Rapporteur regrets that no reply was received to the 
communication sent to the Government of India (IND 28/2018) and 
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urges the Government’s increased cooperation with his mandate and the 
Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council in general. 

• killing of 12 demonstrators following excessive use of force by police in 
the district of Turicorin, State of Tamil Nadu, 

Forty fourth • Use of force, arrests and arbitrary detention of protestors since 
December 2019, in the context of demonstrations against the Citizenship 
(Amendment)Act (CAA).70 

• On the 28 Feb 2020 the Special Rapporteur expressed his concerns in a 
joint communication to the Government of India (IND 3/2020), 
concerning the alleged excessive use of force against protestors in the 
context of demonstrations against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act 
(CAA), as well as alleged arbitrary detention of protesters and undue 
restrictions to freedom of peaceful assembly. Beginning early December 
2019, mass protests took place throughout the country against the 
enactment of the CAA. The protests had reportedly led to at least 50 
deaths at the time the communication was sent, many of which allegedly 
resulted from the excessive use of force by security forces, including the 
use of live ammunition, rubber bullets, batons and large quantities of tear 
gas to disperse protesters. 

Forty-seventh • Arbitrary arrest and detention on terrorism charges of Adivasi human 
rights defender Hidme Markam.71  

• Severe restrictions to fundamental freedoms in the context of the 
ongoing “Farmers’ Protests” around New Delhi.  

• The elimination of Jammu and Kashmir’s special autonomy status under 
Article 370 of the Constitution of India and the implementation of the 
new Jammu and Kashmir Grant of Domicile Certificate (“Domicile 
Rules”) and other legislation in Indian administered Jammu and 
Kashmir.  

• Intimidations, searches and confiscations committed during raids 
performed by national security agents in Jammu & Kashmir.  

• Judicial harassment of the NGO Amnesty International India.  
• Hate speech, violent attacks and harassment of peaceful anti-Citizenship 

Amendment Act protesters, disproportionately targeting Muslim 
religious minorities.  

• The sudden closure of the Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights 
Commission (SHRC) in October 2019 which has currently left the 
people of the region with limited legal recourse to seek justice for 
potential human rights violations committed against them including 
enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings, torture and sexual 
violence and created uncertainty as to how pending cases will be treated.  

• Judicial proceedings against and detention of eleven human rights 
defenders linked to their participation in protests against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act (CAA).  

• The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act 2019 (the 
amended Act), to the current counter-terrorism legislation, the 1967 
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (the Act), and raising concerns in 
relation to its compatibility with your Excellency’s  Government’s 
obligations under international human rights law and in relation to 
pertinent international standards of counter-terrorism legislation. 
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Forty-seventh Ending Internet shutdowns: a path forward 

• Kashmiris and other ethnic minorities in India have faced historically 
long targeted internet shutdowns, with India implementing a months-
long regional shutdown in 2019 in Kashmir and Jammu states.72 

• The Indian Supreme Court, while addressing the months’ long internet 
shutdown in Kashmir, for example, held that the indefinite imposition of 
internet shutdowns is unconstitutional and that internet shutdowns 
cannot be ordered to suppress dissent. 

 
VII-Report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 

HRC Session  Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
 Thirty-sixth 368 outstanding cases at the end of the period under review73  
Thirty-Nine 398 outstanding cases at the end of the period under review74 
Forty-Second   414 outstanding cases at the end of the period under review75 
Forty-fifth In India, enforced disappearances have not been recognized as a specific 

criminal offence in its penal code. Particular obstacles are faced due to the 
Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act of 1990, 
designating certain areas as “disturbed” territories. This Act grants broad 
powers and immunity to security forces including the requirement to get 
prior permission or sanction from the federal government before a member 
of the armed forces can be prosecuted in a civilian court.76 

Forty-fifth 426 outstanding cases at the end of the period under review77 
Forty-Eighth  • 445 outstanding cases at the end of the period under review78 

• On 4 August 2020, a year after India revoked the special status of 
Jammu and Kashmir, the Working Group, together with other special 
procedure mechanisms, issued a press release calling for urgent action 
to remedy “alarming” human rights situation. 

• Harassment of and/or threats to human rights defenders and relatives of 
disappeared persons in India 

 
VIII-Report of the Independent Expert on the Enjoyment of Human Rights by Persons 

with Albinism 

HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-Seven  Discrimination and stigmatization in India include refusing to provide work 

placements and having to sign a declaration to release a college from its duty 
to provide placements to students.79  

Thirty-Seven  • Scheduled tribal communities in Assam (Pati Rabha), it saddens me that 
belief in witchcraft and the practice of witch-hunting are common 
among indigenous societies in Assam. A local soothsayer predicted the 
death of my son, who has mental disabilities. The fact that my son 
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survived, disproving the prophecy, made me question this kind of 
superstitious belief. I began to understand that belief in witchcraft is the 
result of lack of education, governance, health and development, as well 
as poverty.80 

• With regard to the situation in India, Dinesh Mishra presented the 
experience of the Movement against Witchcraft. National statistics had 
indicated 2,604 deaths due to witchcraft belief and witch-hunting 
between 2000 and 2015. To address those human rights violations, the 
Movement against Witchcraft, established in 1995, had organized public 
meetings and trainings of students; supported victims and their families; 
conducted surveys on cases; delivered speeches to social organizations; 
intervened in actual cases; supported rehabilitation, treatment and health 
facilities; and campaigned for literacy and advocacy for a specific legal 
framework, which had led to the “Chhattisgargh State Tonhi Pratadana 
Adhiniyam 2005”. 

 
IX-Report of the Special Rapporteur on The Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-nine  Concerning India, allegations have been received about the failure to ensure 

free, prior and informed consent in the states of Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh and Telangana in the context of logging, mining and 
conservation projects affecting Adivasi lands and resources. In August 
2017, 10 persons, among them 7 women, were arrested when they 
conducted a peaceful demonstration against the eviction of 40,000 families, 
among them Adivasi communities, as a result of the megaproject for the 
construction of the Sardar Sarovar dam in the Narmada river valley. 
Concerns have been raised by the mandate in north-east India about 
Adivasis who have been attacked, stigmatized for alleged association with 
Maoist Naxalites and prosecuted under security legislation, including in the 
states of Chhattisgarh and Telangana.81 

Forty-Fifth  The Special Rapporteur sent a communication and issued a press release in 
July 2019 raising concerns over the Supreme Court order to evict up to 9 
million Adivasi across India, as well as over amendments to the Indian 
Forest Act that would increase the discretionary policing powers of forest 
officers. In November 2019, indigenous representatives and lawyers from 
India stated that the action by the mandate holder had undoubtedly increased 
national debate and had made Adivasi feel supported and that their voice 
was legitimized. The eviction order remains suspended. The Supreme Court 
hearing, initially scheduled to take place in July 2019, has been postponed 
until 2020. In addition, the proposed amendments to the Indian Forest Act 
were formally withdrawn by the Government in mid-November 2019 
following the intensified national debate.82 

Forty-Eighth  The challenges in the pursuit of self-determination, and the violence often 
associated with it, are referred to in numerous submissions received by the 
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Expert Mechanism. Recently in northeast India, numerous new or expanded 
peace accords were signed in an attempt to put an end to violence in the 
region, such as the Bodo Accords, the Tripura Indigenous (tribal) People 
Accords, the Karbi Accords, the Mizo Accord and the Naga Accords.83 

 
X- Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights to Safe Drinking Water and 
Sanitation on his Mission to India 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Thirty-nine  Dalits represent the victims of the gravest forms of caste-based 

discrimination, have often limited or unequal access to resources and 
services, including water and sanitation, and are disproportionately affected 
by poverty. In India, more than 20 per cent of Dalits still do not have access 
to safe drinking water and about 50 per cent of Dalit villages are denied 
access to water sources. During the visit, the Special Rapporteur heard 
numerous testimonies from Dalits regarding incidents where they have been 
unable to collect water from shared wells or public taps, or have been fined 
for touching or drinking from a common water tap. Some Dalits have been 
beaten and killed. Dalit women and girls have been subjected to physical 
assault and violence; in one incident a pregnant Dalit woman was assaulted 
and abused while she was defecating in the open. In several incidents Dalit 
women and girls were kidnapped and raped while returning from defecating 
in the open.84 

Forty-Second In India, owing to the insufficient number of public toilets, he discovered 
street vendors who had no choice but to pay the guards of nearby buildings 
to access their facilities.85 

 
XI-Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Elimination of Discrimination against Persons 
Affected by Leprosy and their Family Members 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-first The majority of the responses reported the absence of discriminatory laws 

in place, which also reflects the fact that most Government’s responses came 
from health programmes that are seldom acquainted with such legal frames. 
Notwithstanding, reference was made to the maintenance in some countries 
of obsolete laws (with a particular emphasis on the more than 100 
discriminatory laws in place in India) that severely constrain the rights of 
persons affected by leprosy, sustaining stigmatization and impairing their 
access to justice.86 
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XII-Report of the Special Rapporteur on The Promotion and Protection of the Right to 
Freedom of Opinion and Expression 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-First  • The government of India has also deployed surveillance drones in 

Kashmir. (Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (“APDP”), 
Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society, and Srinagar, Indian-
Administered Jammu and Kashmir)87 

• Submissions also raise concerns about the lack of corporate human 
rights accountability. Private surveillance companies routinely deny, or 
simply ignore, questions about alleged human rights violations, citing 
concerns about their government clients’ privacy and confidentiality. 
(Sarah McKune, 4-5) Many companies also do not “have in place 
policies and practices that are purposefully inline with the Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights.” (Center for Internet & 
Society, India (“CIS”), 10) Those that have made minimal commitments 
to human rights continue to supply surveillance products and services to 
governments that have a track record of using them to commit human 
rights abuses. 

Forty-Seventh  When platforms were pressured by the authorities to close the accounts of 
journalists and human rights defenders covering the farmers’ protests in 
India earlier this year, they appear to have complied.88 

 
XIII-Report of the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary 
Executions 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-first Large-scale human rights violations in Indian-administered Jammu and 

Kashmir organised by the University of Warwick.89 
 
XIV-Report of the Independent Expert on the effects of Foreign Debt and other related 
International Financial Obligations of States on the Full Enjoyment of Human Rights, 
Particularly Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-third  Abusive contractual terms and predatory practices by lenders are frequent, 

such as charging interest rates of 220 per cent and abusive practices from 
debt collectors, including harassment, pushing them to desperation, even 
suicide. Women are often among the beneficiaries of microfinance, 
therefore they are specifically affected by such practices. The collapse of the 
microfinance industry in Andhra Pradesh (India) in 2010 was a tragic 
example of how corporate-driven microfinance institutions targeted the poor 
with usurious interest rates on loans, fuelling over indebtedness and pushing 
borrowers over the edge, leading to the loss of more than $1 billion in 
loans.90 
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XV-Report of the Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-fourth  The Special Rapporteur has highlighted these trends in previous reports on 

neo-Nazi and other white supremacist groups that rely on social media 
platforms to recruit, raise funds and coordinate. ……. These are not the only 
instances: a submission also highlighted the use of Facebook to amplify 
discriminatory and intolerant content, including content inciting violence 
against religious and linguistic minority groups in India.91 
In other cases, the introduction of automated systems that do not rely directly 
on discriminatory inputs or processes can nonetheless indirectly 
discriminate against marginalized groups in their access to work by reducing 
or eliminating available positions. A submission provided the example of a 
new artificial intelligence-based project for sanitation management in India 
that would eliminate the need for many jobs typically performed by those in 
the lowest, or Dalit, caste.58 Dalits, especially women, can often only find 
employment in the sanitation sector, and some Indian states have prioritized 
Dalits for sanitation jobs. Implementation of smart sanitation systems would 
likely affect the jobs and livelihoods of Dalits disproportionately, especially 
Dalit women. In light of the broader socioeconomic and political 
marginalization of Dalits in India, automation in the sanitation sector might 
fundamentally undercut access to work for those who rely on employment 
in the sanitation sector. 

Forty-Eight  Another organization expressed concern about the increase in intolerance 
against Muslims in India, including through the adoption of legislation and 
policies. It referred to political and public statements inciting hatred against 
Muslims, and reported that initiatives to counter the rising intolerance, such 
as a campaign against hate speech, had been initiated by civil rights activists 
and concerned citizens.92 

 
XVI-Report of the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-sixth • In such climates of exclusion, fear and distrust, Muslims report that they 

often feel stigma, shame and a sense that they belong to “suspect 
communities” that are being forced to bear collective responsibility for 
the actions of a small minority. In India, for example, approximately half 
of police personnel reportedly believe that Muslims are “likely” to be 
prone to committing crimes, 36 per cent believe that Muslims are 
“somewhat” prone to committing crimes and 14 per cent believe that 
Muslims are “very much” prone to committing crimes. In surveys 
conducted in Europe in 2018 and 2019, an average of 37 per cent of the 
population reported that they held unfavourable views of Muslims.93 

• Muslim women are more likely to be targeted than men with expressions 
of hate, both online and offline. Muslim women also appear to receive 
more extreme hate speech than other women online: 55 per cent of the 
most aggressive online hate speech directed at Indian female politicians 
was directed at Muslim women. Abuse, harassment and threats of 
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gratuitous violence have also been reported by academics, journalists 
and human rights defenders33 who report on Islamophobia.  

• In India, Hindu nationalists have pushed the “love jihad” narrative, 
claiming that Muslim men conspire to marry, seduce or otherwise induce 
Hindu women into converting to Islam.  

 
XVII-Report of the Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-sixth In Assam, India, where an exercise was under way to update the National 

Register of Citizens, Avaaz recently conducted a study of 800 posts on 
Facebook, and found a preponderance of hate speech against Bengali 
immigrants, who are openly referred to as “criminals”, “rapists”, 
“terrorists”, “pigs” and other dehumanizing terms. These posts had been 
shared almost 100,000 times, adding up to around 5.4 million views for 
violent hate speech. Another similar, India-wide, study of hate content on 
Facebook, conducted by Equality Labs, provided a breakdown of hate 
content on the platform: 37 per cent of the posts were Islamophobic 
(including anti-Rohingya material, posts referring to “love jihad”, 
glorification of earlier instances of violence against Muslims, and 
Islamophobic profanities), 16 per cent constituted fake news, 13 per cent 
targeted gender or sexuality, 13 per cent targeted caste minorities (40 per 
cent of these posts targeted caste-based reservation, while the rest consisted 
of caste slurs, anti-Ambedkar messages, posts decrying inter-caste personal 
relationships, and so on) and 9 per cent targeted other religious minorities.94 

 
XVIII-Report of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes and 
Consequences 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
 Forty-seventh For instance, in India, marital rape is explicitly excluded from the offence 

of rape. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013, by which important 
reforms to criminal provisions on sexual violence were introduced, retained 
the exception for marital rape. While it criminalized rape of lawfully 
separated partners, it introduced lighter prison sentences in that case.95 

 
XIX-Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-Eighth  • No actions taken by the Government of India to release Mr. Michel. He 

is risking his life in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. (Information from 
the source) 96 

• Arbitrary Detention of Safoora Zargar  
 

                                                 
94 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/054/14/PDF/G2105414.pdf?openElement 
95 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/089/99/PDF/G2108999.pdf?openElement 
96 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/216/84/PDF/G2121684.pdf?openElement 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/054/14/PDF/G2105414.pdf?openElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/089/99/PDF/G2108999.pdf?openElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/216/84/PDF/G2121684.pdf?openElement


44 
 

XX- Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Promotion of Truth, Justice, Reparation and 
Guarantees of Non-recurrence 
 
HRC Session Observations By Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) 
Forty-Eighth  • In India, the normative framework confers an array of immunities on 

civil servants, private citizens and members of the armed forces that 
prevent them from being brought to trial.97 

• Genocide and crimes against humanity are not legally defined offences 
as such in India. 

• In India, police have reportedly harassed and threatened victims in order 
to interrupt legal proceedings, and the justice system, which is prone to 
structural prejudice against certain minorities and suffers from excessive 
bureaucracy, has not brought legal proceedings against the suspected 
perpetrators of the events that occurred in Manipur, Jammu and Kashmir 
or punished them accordingly. 

 

5.3. Special Procedures    

All special procedures of the Human Rights Council are independent human rights experts with 
mandates to report and advise on human rights from a thematic or country-specific perspective. 
They are non-paid and elected for 3-year mandates. With the support of the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), special procedures: 98  

• Undertake country visits.  
• Act on individual cases of reported violations and concerns of a broader nature by 

sending communication to States and others  
• Contribute to the development of international human rights standards, and   
• Engage in advocacy, raise public awareness, and provide advice for technical 

cooperation     

5.4. Official Communications   

Communications are letters sent by the Special Procedures Mandate Holders to Governments 
and States. In these letters, the experts report on allegations of human rights violations. Purpose 
of these communications are: 99  

• To draw the attention of Governments and others on alleged human rights violations.  
• Ask that the violations are prevented, stopped, investigated, or that remedial action is 

taken.  

Report of the Human Rights Council on communications sent and replies received, therefore 
raising public awareness allegations of violations of human rights of one or more individuals, 
group or community, bill, law, decree, policy and practice is not in compliance with 
international human rights law and standards.  

“Human rights are being violated in so many places.   
But we don't give up because we know respect for human rights and  

 human dignity is a basic condition for peace.”  
 

António Guterres  
Secretary-General of the United Nations  
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Communications letters were sent by the Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) to 
Government of India for their response on Human Rights Violations but Indian Government 
failed to reply or sent unsatisfactory reply to Special Procedures Branch. Therefore, from 
2017 to 2021 Special Procedures Branch issued 101 Official Communication to Government 
of India and 406 Mandate holders showed concerned under their thematic mandates: 100 
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Summary of these communications are as follows:  
 

2017 
 

Mandate Holders Observation Under their Thematic Mandate   Communications 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 03 

The Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and 
other business enterprises 

01 

Working Group on discrimination against women and Girls  01 

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 03 

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 

01 

The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related Intolerance 

01 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression 

05 

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 04 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 08 

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 01 

Special Rapporteur on minority issues 02 

the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health 

02 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 04 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 01 

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery including its causes and 
consequences 

01 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons 01 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 01 

Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 03 

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate 
standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context 

01 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 01 

Total  45 
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  2018 
 

Mandate Holders Observation Under their Thematic Mandate   Communications 

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 01 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 05 

The Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and 
other business enterprises 

02 

Working Group on discrimination against women and Girls  03 

Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 05 

the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children 02 

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 08 

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 

06 

the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism 

01 

The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related Intolerance 

05 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression 

12 

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 05 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 14 

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 05 

Special Rapporteur on minority issues 05 

the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health 

04 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 01 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 02 

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery including its causes and 
consequences 

01 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-
recurrence 

01 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 01 

the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers 01 

the Special Rapporteur on the right to food 01 

the Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy 01 

the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment 
of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment 

01 

the Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound 
management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes 

01 

the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights 01 

Total  95 
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2019 
 

Mandate Holders Observation Under their Thematic Mandate   Communications 

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 02 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 05 

The Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and 
other business enterprises 

03 

Working Group on discrimination against women and Girls  01 

The Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children 02 

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 03 

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 

03 

The Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism 

01 

The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related Intolerance 

04 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression 

07 

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 04 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 07 

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 03 

Special Rapporteur on minority issues 04 

the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health 

05 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 04 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 03 

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery including its causes and 
consequences 

02 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons 01 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 01 

the Special Rapporteur on the right to food 01 

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate 
standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context 

01 

the Special Rapporteur on the right to development 01 

the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment 
of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment 

04 

the Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound 
management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes 

01 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 02 

the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar 01 

the Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international 
financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly 
economic, social and cultural rights 

01 

The Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international 
order 

01 

Total  78 
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2020 
 

Mandate Holders Observation Under their Thematic Mandate   Communications 

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 02 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 07 

The Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and 
other business enterprises 

01 

Working Group on discrimination against women and Girls  02 

Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 02 

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 10 

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 

06 

The Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism 

04 

The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related Intolerance 

03 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression 

10 

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 08 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 11 

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 07 

Special Rapporteur on minority issues 09 

the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health 

02 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 01 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-
recurrence 

01 

the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers 01 

Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 02 

the Special Rapporteur on the right to food 02 

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate 
standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context 

03 

the Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy 03 

the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment 
of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment 

01 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 01 

the Special Rapporteur on the right to education 01 

Total  100 
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2021 
 

Mandate Holder Observations Under their Thematic Mandate   Communications 

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 03 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 04 

The Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other 
business enterprises 

01 

Working Group on discrimination against women and Girls  02 

Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 02 

The Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children 01 

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 04 

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 

05 

The Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms while countering terrorism 

04 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression 

11 

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 06 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 11 

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 02 

Special Rapporteur on minority issues 06 

The Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health 

03 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 01 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 01 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons 02 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 01 

The Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers 0 

Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 04 

The Special Rapporteur on the right to food 02 

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate 
standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context 

03 

The Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy 01 

The Special Rapporteur on the right to development 01 
The Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment 
of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment 

01 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 02 

The Special Rapporteur on the right to education 02 

The Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order 01 

The Independent Expert on human rights and international Solidarity 01 

Total  88 
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Overall Mandate Holders Observation Under their Thematic Mandate (From Year 2017 To 2021)  
 

Mandate Holder Observations Under their Thematic Mandate   Communications 
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 8 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 24 
the Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other 
business enterprises 

8 

Working Group on discrimination against women and Girls  9 
Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 9 
the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children 5 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 28 
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 

21 

the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms while countering terrorism 

10 

The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia 
and related Intolerance 

13 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression 

45 

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 27 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 51 
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 18 
Special Rapporteur on minority issues 26 
the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health 

16 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 11 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 7 
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery including its causes and consequences 4 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons 4 
Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-
recurrence 

2 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 4 
the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers 2 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 9 
The Special Rapporteur on the right to food 6 
Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate 
standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context 

8 

The Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy 5 
The Special Rapporteur on the right to development 2 
The Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment 
of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment 

7 

The Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound 
management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes 

2 

Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 6 

The Special Rapporteur on the right to education 3 

The Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights 1 

the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar 1 
the Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international 
financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly 
economic, social and cultural rights 

1 

The Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order 2 
the Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity 1 
Total  406 
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5.4.1 Highlights of the Communications issued to India (2017-2021):   

Communication 
Reference  

Office Communication issued to Indian Government on Human Rights Violations  

UA IND 2/2017 Attacks and intimidation against human rights defenders in the state of Chhattisgarh by 
the state police and state administration, in some cases in collusion with vigilante groups 
operating in the region, and in particular the arrest and detention of seven members of the 
Telangana Democratic Front (TDF), Mr. Chikkudu Prabhakar, Mr. Bhalla Ravindranath, 
Mr. Durga Prasad, Mr. Duddu Prabhakar, Mr. Rajendra Prasad, Mr. Nazeer, and Mr. 
Ramananda Lakshme. 

UA IND 3/2017 The use of disproportionate force against student demonstrators, and the adoption of 
measures by the State authorities in Jammu and Kashmir banning 22 social media websites 
and apps, including Baidu, Xanga, QQ, Whatsapp, Facebook, Twitter and Skype, as well as 
suspending the networks providing 3G and 4G services in the region, in the context of the 
escalating tensions between student protesters and security forces. 

AL IND 4/2017 The ‘Look out Circular’ issued against Mr. Kartik Murukutla, allegedly linked to the 
human rights lawyer’s cooperation with United Nations human rights mechanisms. 

UA IND 6/2017 Attacks on Muslims and Dalits by “cow protector” vigilante groups, acting against beef 
consumption, including killings of at least 10 Muslim persons since 2015 and injuries to 
many other Muslim and Dalit individuals. 

UA IND 7/2017 The deteriorating human rights situation in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, including 
violations of the right to life, and the continued restrictions to freedom of expression and 
freedom of assembly during the months of May, June and July 2017. 

UA IND 8/2017 The expansion of the mega project Sardar Sarovar Dam in the Narmada river valley which 
would reportedly result in the forced eviction and displacement of 40,000 families and the 
allegedly arbitrary arrest on 7 and 8 August 2017 of human rights defenders, Ms. Medha 
Patkar, Ms. Gayatri, Ms. Vimla, Ms. Manjula, Ms. Pushpa, Ms. Bhagwati, Ms. Sewati, Mr. 
Dharmendra, Mr. Rameshwar and Mr. Baau, as they engaged in a peaceful protest and 
hunger strike in opposition to this eviction. 

UA IND 9/2017 The failure to ensure free, prior and informed consent in the States of Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Telangana in the context of logging, mining and conservation 
projects affecting indigenous lands and resources. These projects have resulted in 
additional violations inter alia forced evictions and physical violence against indigenous 
Adivasi communities as well as the failure to provide them with compensation and redress. 
The allegations indicate a pattern of non-compliance with India’s Scheduled Tribes and 
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers Recognition of Forest Rights Act of 2006. 

AL IND 10/2017 The arbitrary killings of 20 civilians by the security forces in the context of the ongoing 
protests in Jammu and Kashmir. 

UA IND 11/2017 Killing of Ms. Gauri Lankesh. Ms. Gauri Lankesh was a prominent journalist, editor and 
human rights defender. She wrote critically about religious fundamentalism, the governing 
party and right-wing politics. 

UA IND 12/2017 Judicial harassment of and death threats received by Mr. Rajat Kalsan. Mr. Kalsan is a 
Dalit human rights defender and a lawyer who advocates for the rights of Dalit 
communities in Haryana and has been vocal regarding human rights violations based on caste 
discrimination. Mr. Kalsan has represented Dalit people in judicial proceedings involving 
gang-rapes, killings and house-burnings. 



53 
 

Communication 
Reference  

Office Communication issued to Indian Government on Human Rights Violations  

OL IND 13/2017 The criminalisation of adultery in India under Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code, 
which seems to contravene international human rights norms and standards. 

UA IND 14/2017 Torture and illtreatment of Mr. Shahid Yousuf Shah, in Ward C, Jail no.1, High Risk Cell 
at the Tihar Prison Complex in New Delhi, India. 

AL IND 15/2017 Look Out Circular, arbitrary detention, imposition of entry ban and subsequent deportation 
of human rights defender Mr. Mukunda Raj Kattel, at Tiruchirapalli International Airport 
in Tamil Nadu, India. Mr. Mukunda Raj Kattel is a Nepalese citizen. He is the Director of 
The Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia), a regional human 
rights organisation based in Bangkok, and has been involved with several human rights 
initiatives over the last 20 years. 

AL IND 1/2018 The construction of a boundary wall around the lands of 22,000 people, including Adivasi 
communities, living in Jagatsinghpur District, Odisha, after the South Korean company 
POSCO withdrew its plan to establish an integrated steel plant and a captive port in this area. 
This boundary wall would reportedly deny people access to their traditional land, resulting 
in forced evictions and the destruction of their livelihoods and has been initiated without 
good faith consultations nor the consent of the affected communities. 

UA IND 2/2018 Torture and illtreatment of Mr. Jagtar Singh Hawara, in Tihar Jail, Delhi, India. Mr. 
Jagtar Singh Hawara has been a Sikh political activist in India since 1984, advocating for 
Sikhs to freely practice their faith without fear of denial, persecution and discrimination. In 
November 2015, the global congregation of 
Sikhs (Sarbat Khalsa) held in Amritsar appointed Jagtar Singh Hawara as the Jathedar of Sri 
Akal Takhat Sahib: the supreme religious leader of the 30 million 
Sikhs. 

UA IND 3/2018 Torture and illtreatment of Mr. Jagtar Singh Johal, in various police stations in the State 
of Punjab, India. Mr. Jagtar Singh Johal is a British citizen of Sikh origin, involved in 
documenting Sikh persecution in the State of Punjab, India. On 4 November 2017, he was 
arrested by approximately fifteen plain clothes police officials, in Jalandhar, State of Punjab. 
He was hooded and forced into an unmarked vehicle without being presented any warrant or 
informed of the reasons for his arrest. 

AL IND 4/2018 Mr. Parvez Imroz, as well as three other lawyers, Messr. Kartik Murukutla, Ghulam Nabi 
Khan and Qazi Irfan were prevented from holding an event at the gravesite of Mr. Atta 
Mohammed Khan, a grave digger who played an instrumental role in revealing the 
existence of mass graves as well as the continued lack of action to investigate unmarked 
graves and impunity for the disappearance of 8000 persons in Jammu and Kashmir between 
1989 and 2008. 

AL IND 5/2018 Arbitrary arrest and detention of Bangladeshi women and children in West Bengal, who 
may also be potential victims of trafficking in persons. In particular, we would like to raise 
our concerns in relation to the alleged arbitrary arrest and detention of the following four 
Bangladeshi women and a 8 year-old girl, namely: (i) Ms. Reena Akhtar, 30 years-old, from 
Bangladeshi village- Dakshin Kurupehar, (ii) Ms. Taslima Begum, 30 years-old, from 
Bangladeshi village & Post- Belfulia; (iii) Ms. Beuti Begum, 20 years-old, from Bangladeshi 
village Hogolpati, (iv) Ms. Masuma Begum, allegedly arrested together with her 8 year-old 
girl, 35 years old, from Bangladeshi village- Khuntakata, Post-Khuntakata Bazar. 

AL IND 6/2018 The re-trafficking of rescued victims and consequent threats and harassment suffered by 
Mr. Sunil Kumar and other human rights defenders advocating for trafficked victims’ 
protection in Uttar Pradesh State. Mr. Sunil Kumar is a human rights defender and member 
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Communication 
Reference  

Office Communication issued to Indian Government on Human Rights Violations  

of civil society organisations who are following the case presented below. He is currently 
appearing as a witness in this case, as well as in the case against other traffickers and brothel 
owners. 

AL IND 7/2018 Unreasonable delay by the Central Bureau of Investigation to conduct prompt, effective 
and thorough investigations into extrajudicial killings that occurred in Manipur, despite 
being ordered by the Supreme Court to do so. In this connection, we are also writing about 
the alleged harassment by state security forces against Mr. Sagolsem Menjor Singh, Ms. 
Ranjeeta Sadokpam and Ms. Salima Memcha and the alleged failure to investigate an attack 
on Mr. Okram Nutankumar who are all human rights defenders working on these cases. 
Allegations of excessive use of force and killings of civilians by the Indian armed forces and 
the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act have been the subject of multiple previous 
communications by special procedures mandate holders including IND 10/2017, IND 
5/2016, IND 13/2015 IND 12/2009, IND 20/2008, IND 21/2007, IND 30/2006 and IND 
16/2005. Allegations of the arbitrary detention, intimidation and harassment of Manipur-
based human rights defenders by law enforcement authorities were also the subject of 
communication IND 10/2015. We regret that no replies have yet been received to 
communications IND 10/2017, IND 13/2015, IND 20/2008 and IND 30/2006. 

AL IND 8/2018 A pattern of discrimination and violence against Dalit women and girls across India, and 
the failure of State authorities to effectively respond to various forms of gender-based 
violence against these groups. 

AL IND 9/2018 Violations of the right to life of eleven civilians in Kashmir, ten of whom were allegedly 
killed either intentionally or following excessive or indiscriminate use of fire arms by law 
enforcement officials or the army and an eleventh individual who was reportedly killed 
during an exchange of fire between police and militants, and that thus far, the authorities 
have reportedly failed to conduct thorough, prompt and impartial investigations into all 
eleven cases, leading to the prosecution of perpetrators. 

UA IND 10/2018 The imminent threat to life of journalist Ms. Rana Ayyub, stemming from the dissemination 
of false information online and pursuant death threats as well as the alleged failure by the 
authorities to provide effective protection. 

AL IND 11/2018 The attacks against human rights defender Mr. Lenin Raghuvanshi and his brother Mr. 
Kanad Raghuvanshi. Mr. Lenin Raghuvanshi is a human rights worker and founder and 
CEO of Peoples Vigilance Committee on Human Rights (PVCHR), an organisation which 
works to ensure basic rights for marginalised groups in Uttar Pradesh including through 
fighting minority and caste-based discrimination. He is also the founder of Jan Mitra Nyas, 
an organisation working with lower caste communities which has been previously funded by 
the UN Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Torture, managed by the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

UA IND 12/2018 The killing of 12 demonstrators following excessive use of force by Police in the district of 
Tuticorin, State of Tamil Nadu, during a protest demanding the closure of the Sterlite 
Copper Smelting Plant and revocation of the proposed extension of its capacity. The protests 
took place in the context of the wide dissatisfaction with the alleged air pollution and 
groundwater contamination caused by the copper smelter plant in Tuticorin. 

OL IND 13/2018 The National Register of Citizens (NRC), which was due to be updated by 31 May 2018. 

AL IND 14/2018 Intimidation and reprisals against the Centre for Promotion of Social Concerns (CPSC), 
and the executive director of one of its sub-programs, Mr Henri Tiphagne. CPSC is a 
registered charitable trust that has been functioning for the past 35 years. CPSC has a 
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Communication 
Reference  

Office Communication issued to Indian Government on Human Rights Violations  

program unit called People’s Watch, which has been carrying out human rights monitoring, 
human rights interventions, human rights education and rehabilitation for over two decades. 

UA IND 15/2018 The detention and conditions of detention of, as well as the lack of access to healthcare 
by, Dr. G. N. Saibaba. Dr. Saibaba is a former Delhi University English professor. He is a 
wheelchair user with severe disabilities, who has a spinal disorder and polio since the age of 
five. Dr. Saibaba has been a leading voice defending the rights of adivasis (tribals), Dalits 
(formerly called untouchables), and religious minorities and led the launching of nationwide 
opposition to the corporate pillage of adivasi water, forest and land resources by mining and 
industrial corporations. He is currently imprisoned in Nagpur Central Jail, in Maharashtra 
state, India. 

AL IND 16/2018 The arrest and detention of Mr. Surendra Gadling, Mr. Rona Wilson, Ms. Shoma Sen, Mr. 
Sudhir Dhawale and Mr. Mahesh Raut, and allegations concerning a smear campaign 
targeting Ms. Sudha Bhardwaj. 

AL IND 18/2018 Torture and illtreatment of Mr. Javaid Ahmad Lone at the Baramulla Police Station in 
Kashmir, India. 

AL IND 21/2018 The arrests and arbitrary detentions of five human rights defenders, particularly active in 
defending the rights of the Dalit minority: Ms. Sudha Bharadwaj, Mr. Gautam Navlakha, 
Mr. Vernon Gonsalves, Mr. Arun Ferreira, Mr. Varavara Rao. 

UA IND 22/2018 Seven Rohingya men originally from Rakhine State, Myamnar will be refouled by the 
Indian Government back to Myanmar. The men have allegedly been detained since 20 I 2 
in the Silchar central prison, in Cachar district in the State of Assam, on charges of irregular 
entry. 

AL IND 25/2018 Violations of the right to life of eight civilians including four children in Jammu and 
Kashmir. They were allegedly killed either intentionally or following indiscriminate use of 
fire arms by law enforcement officials or the army between March and July 2018. Thus far, 
the authorities have reportedly failed to conduct thorough, prompt and impartial 
investigations into all eight cases, so as to ensure that the rule of law prevails, and justice is 
done. 

UA IND 26/2018 Death threats, against journalist Ms. Swati Chaturvedi. Ms. Swati Chaturvedi is a 
journalist and columnist at NDTV and TheWire in. She is known as a critic of Hindu 
fundamentalism and has been the target of two libel suits by a member of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party. In November 2018 she was awarded the Press 
Freedom Award by Reporters Without Borders. 

UA IND 27/2018 The extrajudicial executions of 15 Muslim individuals, in Uttar Pradesh between 2017 and 
2018, allegedly killed intentionally by the Police whilst in their custody and then covered 
up as encounter killings; the failure to conduct adequate investigations into these cases; the 
harassment and intimidation of two human rights defenders, involved in promoting an 
investigation of the cases namely Mr. Rajeev Yadav and Mr. Akram Akhtar Chaudhary, as 
well as of family members of victims; and statements from state government and police 
officials seemingly inciting, justifying and/or sanctioning the killings. 

AL IND 28/2018 Raids on the offices of Greenpeace India and Amnesty International India by members of 
Enforcement Directorate, as well as the freezing of Amnesty International India’s bank 
account for allegedly violating the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) and 
levelling accusations against Greenpeace India of violating the Foreign Exchange 
Management Act (FEMA), and allegations concerning a smear campaign targeting Amnesty 
International India. 
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Communication 
Reference  

Office Communication issued to Indian Government on Human Rights Violations  

OL IND 29/2018 The impending deadline of 31 December 2018 for the closure of the Claims and Objections 
period with regards to the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in the State of Assam. A 
number of concerns are raised with regards to the compilation of the draft NRC, which 
resulted in a high number of exclusions, predominately of members of minority groups, as 
well as the objections procedure. Concerns are further raised in relation to the uncertainty 
regarding the status of those who may be finally excluded from the NRC once the final 
determinations are made. 

UA IND 30/2018 The situation of Dr. G. N. Saibaba with respect to his detention, lack of reasonable 
accommodation and lack of access to healthcare while in custody. A joint communication 
on the situation of Dr. G. N. Saibaba dated 27 June 2018 (ref. UA IND 15/2018) has already 
been sent and we regret that, to date, we have not received a response from your Excellency’s 
Government regarding this 
communication. 

AL IND 31/2018 The Government request to WhatsApp to provide private user information to the 
authorities. In May 2017, seven individuals were killed in a mob-lynching reportedly 
prompted by disinformation spread through WhatsApp groups. Similar attacks have 
continued throughout India. The disinformation has usually targeted individuals who are 
viewed as outsiders in the community, in most cases because they are from a different area 
or speak a different language, but also due to their appearance, race, or religion. As of July 
2018, it is estimated that there have been over twenty deaths and several more injured tied 
to disinformation spread through 
WhatsApp. 

AL IND 32/2018 The arrest and pre-trial detention under the National Security Act of Mr. Kishorechandra 
Wangkhem, a journalist, for criticizing the Government in a video posted on his private 
Facebook account. Mr. Kishorechandra Wangkhem is a journalist and worked with the 
Information Service Television Network (ISTV) in Manipur. He served as the desk editor of 
ISTV until 19 November 2018. 

UA IND 1/2019 The attack on the indigenous peoples’ defenders Ms. Agnes Kharshiing, Ms. Amita 
Sangma and Mr. E. Kurbah on 8 November 2018 in East Jaintia Hills, approximately 120 
kilometres from state capital Shillong, Meghalaya State. 

OL IND 2/2019 The adoption, on 8 January 2019, by the Lok Sabha (House of the People) of the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016. 

AL IND 4/2019 The human rights implications of exposure to asbestos from an asbestos fibre cement 
factory, which was partly owned by Belgium-based company, ETEX/Eternit, and dumping 
of asbestos waste in the village of Kymore, Madhya Pradesh, India. 

AL IND 5/2019 The situation faced by ethnic Rohingya refugees and asylum-seekers in India, including 
alleged arbitrary arrests and detention, due to their absence of documentation. 

AL IND 6/2019 Human trafficking and forced labour suffered by Indian migrant workers at an India-
based timber company, Accurate Industries, which operates in the Special Economic Zone 
of Nkok in Gabon. 

AL IND 8/2019 13 cases from 2018, including 8 civilians killed by members of the security forces and 5 
killed by militants or unknown individuals. The remaining 63 cases concern individuals 
killed between 1990 and 2011, some of whom were allegedly subjected to torture. In some 
cases access of injured individuals to health care was said to have been limited or impeded. 
In all these cases, the authorities have reportedly failed to conduct thorough, prompt and 
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impartial investigations, so as to ensure till at the rule of law prevails, and justice is done and 
steps are taken to ensure the non-recurrence of the violations. 

UA IND 9/2019 Enforced disappearance of the environmental human rights defender Mr. Shanmugam 
Thangasamy also known as RS Mugilan, following his participation in a press conference 
during which he denounced the involvement of senior police officials in the killing of 13 
persons on 22 May 2018 during a protest opposing the environmental pollution caused by 
the Sterlite Copper Smelting Plant in Thoothukudi. 

UA IND 10/2019 The degrading situation of human rights defender Dr. G.N. Saibaba with respect to his 
detention, lack of reasonable accommodation and lack of access to appropriate healthcare 
while in custody. Two joint communications on the situation of Dr. G. N. Saibaba dated 27 
June 2018 (ref. UA IND 15/2018) and 21 December 2018 (UA IND 30/2018) have already 
been sent and we regret that, to date, we have not received a response from your Excellency's 
Government regarding this situation. 

OL IND 11/2019 The National Register of Citizens (NRC) update in the State of Assam and its potential 
adverse effects on the lives of millions of people, most of whom belong to minority groups. 

AL IND 12/2019 Reports of the impact of the work on the Northeastern Frontier Railway on the water 
supply of several villages in the state of Manipur, India. 

UA IND 13/2019 Impending forced evictions that are poised to affect millions of peoples, mostly from the 
scheduled tribes and forest-dwelling peoples, in 21 States across India. This follows a 
Supreme Court Order dated 13 February 2019 directing States to carry out eviction orders 
resulting from the rejection of some 1.2 million forest rights claims filed by these indigenous 
peoples under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 
Forest Rights) Act of 2006. 

UA IND 14/2019 The human rights abuses currently suffered by Ms. Ramu Magaswari, an Indian national. 

AL IND 15/2019 The initiation of criminal proceedings against Mr. Anand Grover, Ms. Indira Jaising and 
the human rights NGO Lawyers Collective. Mr. Anand Grover is a human rights defender 
and lawyer. As co-director of Lawyers Collective, he advocates and assists groups in 
vulnerable or marginalized situation in the realization of their right to health. 

UA IND 16/2019 Severe restrictions on freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful assembly and of 
association imposed during the past week in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, as well as 
the arbitrary arrests and detention of political figures, journalists, members of civil society 
and human rights defenders in the state, and violations to the right to life. 

AL IND 17/2019 Judicial proceedings against and arbitrary detention of ten human rights defenders 
promoting the rights of the Dalit minority, and the house arrests of five of them.  

AL IND 18/2019 The suspension of registration of the human rights organisation Centre for Social 
Development, and the surveillance, threats and attacks against its staff and their family 
members, including a recent attempted shooting of the daughter of the organisation’s 
secretary, which appears to be linked to his work in defence of human rights and his 
engagement with the UN in the field of human rights 

AL IND 19/2019 The denied access to an independent medical examination and lack of investigation into 
allegations of torture and ill-treatment of Mr. Jagtar Singh Johal, as a result of his 
detention since November 2017.  Mr. Jagtar Singh Johal is a British citizen of Sikh origin 
involved in documenting Sikh persecution in the State of Punjab, India and was the subject 
of a Special Procedures communication on 29 January 2018 (IND 3/2018). Regrettably, no 
reply from your Excellency's Government has been received. 
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UA IND 1/2020 Harassment, intimidation and violation of the right to privacy of journalist Ms. Rana 
Ayyub, as well as the alleged failure by the authorities to provide effective protection. 

UA IND 2/2020 The possible imminent execution of Mr. Mukesh Kumar, Mr. Vinay Sharma, Mr. Akshay 
Thakur and Mr. Pawan Gupta. 

AL IND 3/2020 Excessive use of force, arrests and arbitrary detention of protesters, in the context of 
demonstrations against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA). 

UA IND 4/2020 Arbitrary detention, and deteriorating health condition in detention of Mr. Miyan Abdul 
Qayoom, a human rights lawyer and President of Jammu and Kashmir High Court Bar 
Association. 

AL IND 5/2020 The persons living in homelessness in India. 

AL IND 6/2020 Continued deterioration of human rights conditions in the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
following severe restrictions imposed after 5 August 2019, in particular citing arbitrary 
detentions, violations to the prohibition of torture and ill-treatment and rights of persons 
belonging to minorities. 

OL IND 7/2020 We offer the following comments directed to the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Amendment Act 2019 (the amended Act) and to the current counter-terrorism legislation, 
the 1967 Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (the Act). We are raising concerns in relation 
to their compatibility with India's obligations under international human rights law and 
in relation to pertinent international standards of counter-terrorism legislation. In 
particular, we note that as enacted, the amendment raises serious concerns regarding the 
designation of individuals as "terrorists" in the context of ongoing discrimination directed at 
religious and other minorities, human rights defenders and political dissidents, against whom 
the law has been used. Compliance with human rights treaties and standards are 
complementary and mutually reinforcing goals with effective counter-terrorism measures.1 
We, 1therefore, encourage an ongoing review and reconsideration of certain key aspects of 
the amended Act to ensure that it is in compliance with your Excellency's Government's 
international human rights obligations. 

AL IND 8/2020 The criminalization by Indian authorities of the activities of journalists covering the 
situation in Jammu and Kashmir. 

AL IND 9/2020 The humanitarian crisis of approximately 100 million internal migrant workers in India 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, who are at risk of dying due to starvation, fatigue, rail and 
road accidents, in addition to lacking reliable and affordable transport means, food, water, 
sanitation, shelter and social protection, while facing police brutality in the process of 
searching for food or travelling large distances from cities back to their villages. 

AL IND 10/2020 Judicial proceedings against and detention of eleven human rights defenders linked to 
their participation in protests against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA). 

AL IND 11/2020 Following the revocation of the state of Jammu and Kashmir's status under Article 370 of 
the Constitution of India and reorganization into two union territories, concerning the 
sudden closure of the Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) in 
October 2019 which has left the people of the region with limited ]legal recourse to seek 
justice for potential human rights violations committed against them including enforced 
disappearances, extrajudicial killings, torture and sexual violence and created uncertainty as 
to how pending cases will be treated. 

OL IND 13/2020 Some provisions and their impact on the effectiveness and transparency of the environmental 
regulatory framework in India, which is essential to avoid undertaking or authorizing actions 
with environmental impacts that interfere with the full enjoyment of all relevant rights, 
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including the rights to life, health, food, water and, sanitation, housing, culture and a safe, 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment. 

UA IND 14/2020 The imminent threat of forced eviction of more than 250.000 persons living in 48.000 low-
income households along railway tracks in Delhi/India after a ruling of the Indian 
Supreme Court from 31 August 2020, in which they were not a party and seemed to have 
been given no opportunity to be heard. The ruling seems to have been issued without any 
consultation and resettlement plan i1r1 place and prevents affected individuals from 
approaching any court for remedy. Of additional concern is that such a forced eviction would 
take place during the COVID-19 pandemic and thus expose several hundred thousand people 
at elevated risk to their health and life. 

AL IND 15/2020 Hate speech, violent attacks and harassment of peaceful anti-Citizenship Amendment Act 
protesters, disproportionately targeting Muslim religious minority. 

AL IND 17/2020 Judicial harassment of the NGO Amnesty International India. 

AL IND 18/2020 Arbitrary detention of human rights defender Stan Swamy. Sr Stan Swamy is an 83 year 
old Jesuit priest and human rights defender from Jamshedpur Province, Jharkhand State. 
He is the founder of Bagaicha, a social research and training centre in Ranchi, 
Jharkhand. He has been involved in social activism since the 1970s, working to protect the 
rights of Adivasi minority indigenous 
peoples and the Dalit minority, in particular from violation through forced 
displacement and illegal land acquisitions. 

AL IND 19/2020 The failure to address complaints of repeated domestic violence committed by a police 
officer, against his wife and two children. 

AL IND 20/2020 Intimidations, searches and confiscations committed during raids performed by national 
security agents in Jammu & Kashmir, reportedly pursuant to the enforcement of 
counterterrorism measures. The targeted individuals are human rights defenders and 
journalists, including Ms. Parveena Ahangar, Mr. Khurram Parvez, and Mr. Parvaiz Ahmad 
Bukhari. The premises of NGOs including the Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons 
(APDP), Athrout, and the Jammu & Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS), as well as 
the offices of the local newspaper Greater Kashmir, were also allegedly targeted. 

AL IND 21/2020 The elimination of Jammu and Kashmir's special autonomy status under Article 370 of 
the Constitution of India and the implementation of the new Jammu and Kashmir Grant 
of Domicile Certificate ("Domicile Rules") and other legislation in Indian administered 
Jammu and Kashmir. These changes may lead to a reduced level of political representation 
and participation of the native groups (Kashmiri, Dogri, Gojri, Pahari, Sikh, Ladhaki and 
other minorities), due to the abolishment of the regional government and its power to 
legislate. In addition, newly adopted legislation may cause demographic changes and risks 
undermining the linguistic and cultural rights and the freedom of religion or belief of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir in the autonomous region which had been established in 1947 
to guarantee their ethnic, linguistic and religious identities. 

AL IND 22/2020 The killing of human rights defender and journalist Mr. Isravel Moses in Somangalam in 
the Kanchipuram district of the state of Tamil Nadu.  

AL IND 2/2021 Severe restrictions to fundamental freedoms in the context of the ongoing "Farmers' Protests" 
around New Delhi. In particular, we have received various allegations of excessive use of 
force by police officers, mass arrests of protesters, criminal prosecution of several protest 
leaders, politicians, activists, and journalists, including under the national counterterror 
law, the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act and the sedition law, as well as intermittent 
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restrictions to telecommunications access and the attempted regulation of an individual 
internet platform. 

UA IND 4/2021 Mr. Waheed Para, Mr. lrfan Ahmad Dar, Mr. Naseer Ahmad Wani, including allegations 
of arbitrary detention, extrajudicial killing, enforced disappearance and torture and ill-
treatment committed against them. The allegations also include an act of reprisals against 
Mr. Para following his engagement with UN Security Council members and denunciation of 
human rights violations in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

AL IND 5/2021 Arrest and alleged detention on terrorism charges of Adivasi human rights defender Ms 
Hidme Markam.  Ms Hidme Markam from the Dantewada District of Chhattisgarh state, 
is an Adivasi human rights defender. She is convener of the Jail Bandi Rihai Committee, 
a group advocating for the release of Adivasis held in alleged arbitrary pre-trial detention, 
and campaigns against the harmful environmental impact of large-scale mining projects in 
Chhattisgarh. She is also known for her work drawing attention to violations of women’s 
rights, including physical and sexual violence against Adivasi women, allegedly committed 
by police and military personnel in Chattisgarh State.  

AL IND 7/2021 Threats and physical assault against Mr. Ramachandran, a human rights defender with a 
disability, and the apparent negligence by the Tamil Nadu police to provide him protection 
and ensure his safety and security.  Mr. Ramachandran is a human rights defender with a 
disability from the Trincy district of Tamil Nadu, and a member of Pathu Rubai Nottu, an 
organisation that protects the welfare and safety of the local corrununity by filing RTI (Right 
to Information) complaints to combat corruption, and providing community support to local 
police and Panchayat activities. As a human rights defender, Mr. Ramachandran works to 
ensure accountability and transparency of the public authorities in India, including by 
tackling corruption and addressing other issues relating to human rights violations. 

AL IND 9/2021  Arbitrary detention and intimidation of journalists covering the situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir.  

AL IND 10/2021 Inhumane prison conditions and deteriorating health of 15 human rights defenders, 
including Ms. Sudha Bharadwaj, Mr. Stan Swamy Mr. Hany Babu, Mr. Surendra Gadling, 
Mr. Mahesh Raut, Mr. Sudhir Dhawale, Mr. Vernon Gonsalves, Mr. Rona Wilson, Ms. 
Shoma Sen, Mr. Arun Ferreira, Mr. Anand Teltumbde, Mr. Gautam Navalakha, Mr. Ramesh 
Ghaichor, Mr. Sagar Gorkhe, and Ms. Jyoti Jagtap. The case of human rights defender Mr. 
Varavara Rao, who was granted medical bail, is also included. 

AL IND 11/2021 Arrest followed by torture and death in custody of Mr. Muhammad Ashraf Khan Sehrai. 
He suffered from hypertension and Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD), and reportedly had 
no access to adequate medication since his arrest. Two of his sons, Mujahid Ashraf Khan 
and Rashed Ashraf Khan, were arrested at his home after the funeral. 

AL IND 12/2021 Arbitrary detention, torture and ill-treatment of Arun Prakash, Guiab Chonde and 
Prashant Kanojia, three human rights defenders.  Mr. Arun Prakash s/o Kuppusamy is a 
Dalit activist and former member of Citizens for Human Rights Movement (CHRM) and 
currently south region secretary for Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK).  Mr. Chondc, a 
resident of Tuti Jharna village in Gomia block of Bokaro district in Jharkhand, is a member 
of the Adivasi Moolvasi Adhikar Mancl1, which is an NGO that works to uphold the land, 
forest and water rights of indigenous communities in Bokaro and neighbouring district of 
Jharkhand. He is also part of a peaceful movement against proposed coal mines and railway 
lines in the area.  Mr. Kanojia is a freelance journalist and a Dalit human rights defender. He 
was working with the national online portal, "The Wire" from 2016 to 2018 and he is also 
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associated with other news houses, including Transcontinental Times, as well as several 
human rights and Dalit rights organizations.  

UA IND 13/2021 The imminent threat of forced evictions and demolitions of around 10,000 homes in the 
Khori Gaon informal settlement, Faridabad, Haryana state. This may put over 100,000 
people, primarily belonging to marginalized communities and minorities, at risk of 
homelessness and internal displacement. The forced evictions and demolitions have been 
triggered by a series of Supreme Court decisions, including the one of 7 June 2021, which 
set a deadline of six weeks for the Faridabad Municipal Corporation to clear the entire 
settlement. Water and electricity provision have been cut off for weeks, which has caused 
great difficulties to families in the heat of summer months and as the most recent wave of 
the Covid-19 pandemic is barely subsiding. We have also received information regarding the 
alleged arrests and criminalization of human rights defenders and residents in Khori Gaon in 
response to their peaceful protests against the evictions. 

AL IND 14/2021 The abduction of human rights defender Mr. Nitin Verghese in Khandwa, Madhya 
Pradesh; police violence against and arbitrary detention of human rights defenders Mr. 
Ravinder Singh and Ms. Rajveer Kaur in Faridabad, Haryana; and the process of externment 
against human rights defenders Mr. Ramjanam Kushwaha and Mr. Santosh Mane. 

AL IND 15/2021 Unnecessary and excessive use of force employed by police against journalists and human 
rights defenders traveling on public roads, and raids by police of the homes of a journalist 
and his family. 

OL IND 16/2021 The unequal access to COVID-19 vaccines, medicines, health technologies, diagnostics 
and health therapies within and between countries, affecting negatively several human 
rights, particularly of individuals and people living in low- and middle-income countries, 
exacerbating inequality and discrimination and impeding the realization of a democratic and 
equitable international order. 

AL IND I 7/2021 The judicial harassment and intimidation suffered by Ms. Rana Ayyub, an Indian 
journalist and woman human rights defender working and reporting on human rights 
issues, including with regard to the situation of members belonging to the Muslim minority 
in the country and the impact of the pandemic on the lives of vulnerable people in India. 

OL IND 18/2021 The adoption of three laws last year: The Farmers Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act 2020, The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act 
2020, and The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance 
and Farm Services Act 2020. 

UA IND 19/2021 Intimidation, searches and confiscations committed during raids by national security 
agents in the residence of Mr. Khurram Parvez, a human rights defender, and in the 
offices of Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) - a human rights and 
civil society organisation - as well as what may be the subsequent arbitrary arrest and 
detention of Mr. Parvez on charges related to conspiracy and terrorism. 

OL IND 20/2021 The Trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and Rehabilitation) Bill 2021 and its 
compliance with the State's obligations under international law to prevent trafficking in 
persons, assist and protect trafficked persons without discrimination, ensuring gender 
equality and promoting the human rights of trafficked persons. 
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5.5. Press Releases Issued by UN Special Procedures Mandate Holders (SPMH) to Indian 
Government on Human Rights violations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary of different Press Release issued by OHCHR from 2017-2021 

Date Press Release issued by UN Experts on Human Rights Violations in India  

11-05-2017 India must restore internet and social media networks in Jammu and Kashmir, say UN 
rights experts  

13-09-2017 UN rights experts urge India to act after murder of journalist Gauri Lankesh  

24-10-2017 India: official visit by the UN expert on safe drinking water and sanitation  

10-11-2017 End of Mission Statement by the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe 
drinking water and sanitation Mr. Léo Heller  

10-11-2017 “Unprecedented commitment towards eliminating open defecation in India needs a 
human rights lens” - UN expert  

24-05-2018 UN experts call on India to protect journalist Rana Ayyub from online hate campaign 

31-05-2018 UN experts condemn deadly police response to protest against copper smelting plant in 
India, call for probe  

14-06-2018 First-ever UN human rights report on Kashmir calls for international inquiry into 
multiple violations  

28-06-2018 UN experts urge India to release rights defender Dr. G.N. Saibaba on health grounds  

04-07-2018 India: UN experts call for urgent progress in investigation of hundreds of “fake 
encounter” killings  

23-07-2018 India must bring its new anti-trafficking Bill in line with human rights law, urge UN 
experts  

07-09-2018 UN Human Rights Chief applauds Indian Supreme Court decision to decriminalize 
same-sex relationships  
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Date Press Release issued by UN Experts on Human Rights Violations in India  

07-09-2018 India ruling to decriminalise same sex relations is victory for equality, and other States 
should follow, says UN expert  

05-10-2018 India: Terrorism charges are pretext to silence human rights defenders, say UN experts  

11-01-2019 India: UN experts alarmed by alleged police killings in Uttar Pradesh  

19-02-2019 Press briefing notes on Syria and India  

30-04-2019 India: UN experts call for release of human rights defender Saibaba  

03-07-2019 UN experts: Risk of statelessness for millions and instability in Assam, India  

04-07-2019 India must prevent the eviction of millions of forest dwellers, say UN experts  

08-07-2019 No steps taken by India or Pakistan to improve human rights situation in Kashmir – UN  

22-08-2019 UN rights experts urge India to end communications shutdown in Kashmir  

29-10-2019 Press briefing note on Indian-Administered Kashmir  

13-12-2019 Press briefing on India (India's new Citizenship Amendment Act 2019) 

02-04-2020 COVID-19: UN human rights chief “distressed” over plight of India’s internal migrants, 
welcomes measures to limit impact  

14-05-2020 Chemical industry must step up on human rights to prevent more Bhopal-like disasters: 
UN expert  

04-06-2020 COVID-19: Urgent help for India’s forgotten migrant workers must follow Supreme 
Court ruling, say UN experts  

26-06-2020 UN experts urge India to release protest leaders (India's new Citizenship Amendment 
Act 2019) 

20-10-2020 Bachelet dismayed at restrictions on human rights NGOs and arrests of activists in India  

18-02-2021 India: UN experts say Jammu and Kashmir changes risk undermining minorities’ rights  

06-07-2021 Press briefing notes on India (death of 84-year-old Father Stan Swamy) 

15-07-2021 India: Death in custody of priest Stan Swamy is devastating - UN expert  

16-07-2021 India must halt mass eviction that threatens to leave 100,000 homeless – UN experts  

26-11-2021 UN expert hails India plan to repeal contentious farm laws, urges accountability for 
casualties  

22-12-2021 UN experts urge Indian authorities to stop targeting Kashmiri human rights defender 
Khurram Parvez and release him immediately  
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6.0 OHCHR Key Compilation for India on Human Rights Violations101  
   

1. The Special Rapporteur on executions indicated that the situation regarding the use of 
force in India had been exacerbated by what in effect though not in law could constitute 
emergency measures. The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, enacted in 1958, had 
regulated instances of the use of special powers by the armed forces in “disturbed areas” 
of the country (as declared by governors). The Act had provided wide-ranging powers 
to the armed forces in respect of using lethal force in various instances but had failed to 
provide safeguards in case of excessive use of such powers. In his follow-up report, the 
Special Rapporteur recalled that the Supreme Court had upheld the constitutionality of 
the Act and had provided several conditions on the use of the special powers conferred 
on the armed forces by the Act. The Government in its comments had strenuously 
opposed that part of the report. He also noted that a commission appointed by the 
Supreme Court had stated that it was time to progressively de-notify areas of the State 
under the Act.  

  
2. The Special Rapporteur indicated that India should repeal or at least radically amend 

the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and the Jammu and Kashmir Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act, with the aim of ensuring that the legislation regarding the use of 
force by the armed forces provided for the respect of the principles of proportionality 
and necessity in all instances, as stipulated under international law. He also indicated 
that it should remove all legal barriers for the criminal prosecution of members of the 
armed forces. He recommended that, while waiting for the necessary repeal or 
amendment of the Act, India ensure that the status of “disturbed area” was subjected to 
regular review and that a justified decision was made on its further extension.   

  
3. The Special Rapporteur indicated that India should swiftly enact the Prevention of 

Torture Bill and ensure its compliance with the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. According to the country team, 
the Government had finalized an amended draft of an anti-torture bill that was expected 
to be soon placed before Parliament.  

  
4. The Special Rapporteur on executions noted that the record of the National Human 

Rights Commission had included important steps in protecting the right to life, but 
observed that the Commission’s effective functioning had been partially hampered by 
its mandate. Regarding the functioning of state human rights commissions, he found 
they inspired little confidence, owing to their lack of independence from the authorities, 
their limited resources and consequently their limited effectiveness. He indicated that 
no steps had been taken to: amend section 19 of the Protection of Human Rights Act to 
provide the Commission with the express authorization to investigate members of the 
armed forces for alleged human rights violations; put in place the legal basis to enable 
the extension of the period of one year under which the Commission could consider 
cases; and review the independence and functioning of state human rights commissions 
to ensure compliance with the principles relating to the status of national institutions 
for the promotion and protection of human rights (the Paris Principles). The country 

                                                 
101 OHCHR. Compilations on India. Available at: https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/039/83/PDF/G1703983.pdf?OpenElement  
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team reported that, in a recent judgment, the Supreme Court had drawn attention to the 
lack of resources available to the Commission and the need to strengthen its 
enforcement value.  

  
5. The Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 

referred to reported failures of the thematic National Commission for Women, 
including by finding that no particular religious group had been targeted during the 
2002 Gujarat massacre; by consistently justifying sexual assault on women as a result 
of “provocative dressing”; and by denying reports of sexual violence by security forces, 
including in regions governed by the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Acts.  
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7.0 OHCHR Reports on Kashmir  

7.01 First Kashmir Report (From 2016 to 2018) 

In the year 2018, the OHCHR published report on India regarding human rights, based on the 
events from the year 2016 to 2018. Key recommendations made to India in the report are as 
follows:102  

1. Fully respect India’s international human rights law obligations in Indian-Administered 
Kashmir.  

2. Urgently repeal the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act, 1990; 
and, in the meantime, immediately remove the requirement for prior central government 
permission to prosecute security forces personnel accused of human rights violations in 
civilian courts.  

3. Establish independent, impartial and credible investigations to probe all civilian killings 
which have occurred since July 2016, as well as obstruction of medical services during 
the 2016 unrest, arson attacks against schools and incidents of excessive use of force 
by security forces including serious injuries caused by the use of the pellet-firing 
shotguns.  

4. Investigate all deaths that have occurred in the context of security operations in Jammu 
and Kashmir following the guidelines laid down by the Supreme Court of India.  

5. Investigate all cases of abuses committed by armed groups in Jammu and Kashmir, 
including the killings of minority Kashmiri Hindus since the late 1980s.  

6. Provide reparations and rehabilitation to all individuals injured and the family of those 
killed in the context of security operations.  

7. Investigate and prosecute all cases of sexual violence allegedly perpetrated by state and 
non-state actors, and provide reparations to victims.  

8. Bring into compliance with international human rights standards all Indian laws and 
standard operating procedures relating to the use of force by law enforcement and 
security entities, particularly the use of firearms: immediately order the end of the use 
of pellet-firing shotguns in Jammu and Kashmir for the purpose of crowd control.  

9. Amend the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 to ensure its compliance with 
international human rights law.  

10. Release or, if appropriate, charge under applicable criminal offences all those held 
under administrative detention and ensure the full respect of standards of due process 
and fair trial guaranteed under International law.  

                                                 
102 OHCHR. Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Kashmir: Developments in the Indian State of Jammu and Kashmir from June 2016 to April 2018, and 
General Human Rights Concerns in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan   



72 
 

11. Treat any person below the age of 18 who is arrested in a manner consistent with the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

12. Investigate all blanket bans or restrictions on access to the Internet and mobile 
telephone networks that were imposed in 2016, and ensure that such restrictions are not 
imposed in the future.  

13. End restrictions on the movement of journalists and arbitrary bans of the publication of 
newspapers in Jammu and Kashmir.  

14. Ensure independent, impartial and credible investigations into all unmarked graves in 
the state of Jammu and Kashmir as directed by the State Human Rights Commission; if 
necessary, seek assistance from the Government of India and /or the international 
community. Expand the competence of the Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights 
Commission to investigate all human rights violations and abuses in the state, including 
those allegedly committed by central security forces.  

15. Ratify the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol, and introduce enabling domestic 
laws as recommended during India’s UPR in 2008, 2012 and 2017.  

16. Fully respect the right of self-determination of the people of Kashmir as protected under 
international law.  

 
“Not enough can ever be said about the deep trauma and inter-generational suffering that has 

resulted from the racial injustice perpetrated through centuries. To merely condemn expressions  
and acts of racism is not enough. We must go beyond and do more.”  

  

António Guterres  
Secretary-General of the United Nations   
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7.02 Second Kashmir Report (From 2018 to 2019) 

In the year 2019, the OHCHR published report on India regarding human right, based on the 
events from the year 2018 to 2019. Key recommendations made to India in the report are as 
follows:103  

1. Fully respect India’s international human rights law obligations in Indian-Administered 
Kashmir.  

2. Urgently repeal the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act, 1990; 
and, in the meantime, immediately remove the requirement for prior central government 
permission to prosecute security forces personnel accused of human rights violations in 
civilian courts.  

3. Establish independent, impartial and credible investigations to probe all civilian killings 
which have occurred since July 2016, as well as obstruction of medical services during 
the 2016 unrest, arson attacks against schools and incidents of excessive use of force 
by security forces including serious injuries caused by the use of the pellet-firing 
shotguns.  

4. Investigate all deaths that have occurred in the context of security operations in Jammu 
and Kashmir following the guidelines laid down by the Supreme Court of India.  

5. Investigate all cases of abuses committed by armed groups in Jammu and Kashmir, 
including the killings of minority Kashmiri Hindus since the late 1980s.  

6. Provide reparations and rehabilitation to all individuals injured and the family of those 
killed in the context of security operations.  

7. Investigate and prosecute all cases of sexual violence allegedly perpetrated by state and 
non-state actors, and provide reparations to victims.  

8. Bring into compliance with international human rights standards all Indian laws and 
standard operating procedures relating to the use of force by law enforcement and 
security entities, particularly the use of firearms: immediately order the end of the use 
of pellet-firing shotguns in Jammu and Kashmir for the purpose of crowd control.  

9. Amend the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 to ensure its compliance with 
international human rights law.  

10. Release or, if appropriate, charge under applicable criminal offences all those held 
under administrative detention and ensure the full respect of standards of due process 
and fair trial guaranteed under International law.  

11. Treat any person below the age of 18 who is arrested in a manner consistent with the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

                                                 
103 OHCHR. Update of the Situation of Human Rights in Indian-Administered Kashmir and Pakistan-Administered Kashmir from May 2018 to April 2019  
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12. Investigate all blanket bans or restrictions on access to the Internet and mobile 
telephone networks that were imposed in 2016, and ensure that such restrictions are not 
imposed in the future.  

13. End restrictions on the movement of journalists and arbitrary bans of the publication of 
newspapers in Jammu and Kashmir.  

14. Ensure independent, impartial and credible investigations into all unmarked graves in 
the state of Jammu and Kashmir as directed by the State Human Rights Commission; if 
necessary, seek assistance from the Government of India and /or the international 
community. Expand the competence of the Jammu and Kashmir State Human Rights 
Commission to investigate all human rights violations and abuses in the state, including 
those allegedly committed by central security forces.  

15. Ensure people from Kashmir are not targeted or legally harassed in other parts of India 
on the basis of their actual or presumed identity.  

16. Ratify the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol.  

17. Fully respect the right of self-determination of the people of Kashmir as protected under 
international law.  
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8.0 Observations of International Community on the Human Rights in India  
 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is generally agreed to be the foundation of 
international human rights law. Adopted in 1948, the UDHR has inspired a rich body of legally 
binding international human rights treaties. It continues to be an inspiration to us all whether 
in addressing injustices, in times of conflicts, in societies suffering repression, and in our efforts 
towards achieving universal enjoyment of human rights.  
  
It represents the universal recognition that basic rights and fundamental freedoms are inherent 
to all human beings, inalienable and equally applicable to everyone, and that everyone is born 
free and equal in dignity and rights. Whatever nationality, place of residence, gender, national 
or ethnic origin, colour, religion, language, or any other status, the international community 
on December 10, 1948, made a commitment to upholding dignity and justice for all.  
  
The core principles of human rights first set out in the UDHR, such as universality, 
interdependence and indivisibility, equality and non-discrimination, and those human rights 
simultaneously entail both rights and obligations from duty bearers and rights owners, have 
been reiterated in numerous international human rights conventions, declarations, and 
resolutions. Today, all United Nations member States have ratified at least one of the nine core 
international human rights treaties, and 80 percent have ratified four or more, giving concrete 
expression to the universality of the UDHR and international human rights.  
  
International human rights law lays down obligations which States are bound to respect. By 
becoming parties to international treaties, States assume obligations and duties under 
international law to respect, to protect and to fulfil human rights.  The obligation to respect 
means that States must refrain from interfering with or curtailing the enjoyment of human 
rights. The obligation to protect requires States to protect individuals and groups against human 
rights abuses. The obligation to fulfil means that States must take positive action to facilitate 
the enjoyment of basic human rights.  
  
Through ratification of international human rights treaties, governments undertake to put into 
place domestic measures and legislation compatible with their treaty obligations and duties. 
The domestic legal system, therefore, provides the principal legal protection of human rights 
guaranteed under international law. Where domestic legal proceedings fail to address human 
rights abuses, mechanisms and procedures for individual and group complaints are available at 
the regional and international levels to help ensure that international human rights standards 
are indeed respected, implemented, and enforced at the local level.  
  
International community keeps an eye on the activities of every state member and raises 
concerns whenever diversions in actions of a state are observed from the goal of the 
international human rights stated by the United Nations. Status of the human rights in India is 
therefore not an exception for the international community to observe and to comment upon. 
Other than the United Nations, independent human right organizations working at the 
international level and different international unions as well as member states have raised 
concerns over the period of time on the human rights situation in India.  
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 8.1 Interventions delivered on Human Rights violations in India on UNHRC Floor  
 
Civil society organisations raised their voices on various occasions: 
 

Indian Atrocities and HR Violation   2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Violations of Human Rights against Minorities  10 16 09 12 18 

Violations of Human Rights in North-eastern Station of India  37 71 55 33 35 

Violations of Human Rights in Jammu & Kashmir  24 69 75 55 60 

Human Rights Violation in India  12 72 39 47 74 

Total   83 228 178 147 187 

  
8.2. Amnesty International  
  
Amnesty International, one the key organization working for the human rights, has highlighted 
violations of human rights in the state of India. The international organization underlined 
different nature of human rights being violated and ascertained those Indian authorities have 
used repressive laws to silence critics by curbing freedom of expression both offline and online. 
Human rights defenders, including activists, journalists, students, lawyers and actors, 
continued to face intimidation and harassment. Independent investigations revealed a massive 
unlawful surveillance apparatus being used by the government against human rights defenders, 
violating their rights to privacy, non-discrimination and data protection.   
  
The foreign contribution law was misused to crack down on human rights NGOs. Police and 
security forces used excessive force against members of minority communities and farmers 
protesting peacefully against laws on farming. Courts undermined the right to a fair trial and 
delayed hearing crucial cases involving violations of human rights. In the context of Covid-19, 
lack of transparency over the distribution of funds increased and the right to health was 
undermined. Significant sectors of the population suffered from shortages of hospital beds and 
oxygen during the second wave of Covid-19 infections. Caste-based discrimination and 
violence against Dalits and Adivasis continued unabated. Vigilante cow protection groups 
attacked minority communities, adversely affecting their livelihoods.104  
  

 
Amnesty International to halt its operations in India  

                                                 
104 Amnesty International. India. Available at: https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/asia-and-the-pacific/south-asia/india/report-india/   

https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/asia-and-the-pacific/south-asia/india/report-india/
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8.3. Human Rights Watch  
  
Human Rights Watch is a non-governmental international organization which has conducted a 
good number of research studies on the human rights in different countries of the world. The 
organization suggests governments, policy makers, companies, and individual human rights 
abusers to denounce abuse and respect human rights, and the group often works on behalf of 
refugees, children, migrants, and political prisoners. The organization stated it serious 
reservations at the Indian government actions to impose harsh and discriminatory restrictions 
on Muslim-majority areas in Jammu and Kashmir since revoking the state’s constitutional 
status in August 2019 and splitting it into two federally governed territories. Attacks continued 
against minorities, especially Muslims, even as authorities failed to take action against BJP 
leaders who vilified Muslims and BJP supporters who engaged in violence.  
  
Along with that the organization also showed grave concerns over the restrictions, including 
on access to communications networks, since August 2019 adversely affected livelihoods, 
particularly in the tourism-dependent Kashmir Valley. The Kashmir Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries estimated that the first three months of the lockdown to prevent protests since 
August 2019 cost the economy over US$2.4 billion, for which no redress was provided. Losses 
nearly doubled since the government imposed further restrictions to contain the spread of 
Covid-19 in March 2020. Along with that the security forces deployed in Kashmir also 
continued to use shotguns firing metal pellets to disperse crowds, despite evidence that they 
are inherently inaccurate and cause injuries indiscriminately, including to bystanders, violating  
India’s international obligations.105  
  
The pandemic made access to the internet crucial for information, communication, education, 
and business. However, even after the Supreme Court said in January that access to the internet 
was a fundamental right, authorities permitted only slow-speed 2G mobile internet services, 
leading doctors to complain that the lack of internet was hurting the Covid-19 response.  
 
8.4. Observations of the European Union on Human Rights in Kashmir  
  
The EU took a strong stand and pressed India to immediately end systemic human rights 
violations, seven organizations said today, ahead of the European Union-India human rights 
dialogue scheduled for January 12, 2021. EU also asked India to free all detained human rights 
defenders and others arrested on politically motivated charges.  
  
In July 2020, the EU and India recommitted to a Strategic Partnership based on “shared 
principles and values of democracy, freedom, rule of law, and respect for human rights.”  
However, the year was marked by India’s systematic and brutal crackdown on human rights, 
further restrictions on dissent and civic space, growing prosecutions of human rights defenders, 
and the rise of hate speech and discrimination against vulnerable groups and minorities. Despite 
this, the EU has not publicly expressed concerns over the deteriorating situation.  
  
In the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024, the EU and its member 
states committed to ensuring that human rights would “underpin all aspects of the internal and 

                                                 
105 Human Rights Watch. India, events of 2020. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/india#73fccc  
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external policies of the European Union.” Decisive action by the EU and its member states in 
areas such as civil society space, refugee rights, and minority protections in the EU will be 
paramount to ensure a coherent, credible human rights policy, the groups said.106  
  
The reinstatement of the EU-India human rights dialogue is an important opportunity for the 
EU to articulate its concerns with the Indian government and press it to adhere to its human 
rights obligations. However, for this to be effective, the EU should take a strong stand and 
establish clear benchmarks for human rights progress in India. These should be used in all 
exchanges with its Indian counterparts, up to highest level, to ensure public oversight and 
accountability of the EU’s India policy.  
  
 As a matter of priority, the EU should insist that India immediately release all arbitrarily 
detained human rights defenders, journalists, and other critics; repeal or amend repressive laws 
used to silence dissent; ensure accountability for human rights violations; and grant access to 
all EU and United Nations independent experts and international human rights monitoring 
mechanisms, including in Jammu and Kashmir. Failing to do so would not only betray the EU’s 
human rights commitments, but also betray the victims and human rights defenders who are 
counting on the EU to hold India up to scrutiny and to ensure accountability for abuses.  
  
8.5. Observations on Human Rights in Kashmir by the United Kingdom  
  
In the year 2021, a debate was held at the House of Commons in the United Kingdom to discuss 
the human rights situations in Kashmir. The house discussed at length the following major 
human rights situations in Kashmir:107  

• Revocation of Article 370 from the Indian Constitution and abrogation of special status 
of Kashmir.  

• Lockdown in Kashmir and shutting down of the internet services.  
• Introduction of the new media policy in Jammu and Kashmir by the Indian government 

to monitor and control media houses.  
• Implantation of Armed Forces (Special Power) Act in the Indian Administered 

Kashmir.  
  
  
  

                                                 
106 Human Rights Watch. EU: Speak Out Against India’s Rights Violations. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/11/eu-speak-out-against-indiasrights-
violations  
107 Human Rights in Kashmir. Available at: https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2021-0153/CDP-2021-0153.pdf  
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9.0 Media Response on Human Rights Violations in India  
 
The role of media is reporting human rights violations is so important because it increases 
public awareness and provokes actions to t ensure better protection of human rights, including 
accountability.  

Thousands of human rights violations in India were reported but few human rights violations 
reported by Media are as follows:  

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has said India 
needs to cease "arbitrary restrictions" on 
internet and phone services.108  

The rights group said arbitrary internet 
shutdowns "violated India's obligations 
under international human rights law".  

 
  

The Ugly Reality of Caste Violence and  
Discrimination in Urban India109   

Violence against Dalits on account of their 
caste readily bring forth images from rural 
or small-town India; depending on our 
vintage these could be from late 1970s’ 
horrific Belchi and Pipra massacres, or of 
the more recent public flogging of Dalits in 
Una, Gujarat.  

  
Equality Denied 110  

Why are Dalits denied equal rights despite 
laws against such a denial? Why is 
violence, not democratic methods, used to 
resolve caste issues?  

  

                                                 
108 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-40298722  
109 https://thewire.in/caste/ugly-reality-caste-violence-discrimination-urban-india  
110 https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/dalit-dalit-atrocities-discrimination-equality-denied-4885832/  
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Huge surge in crimes against Daliss since 
Modi became PM: Mevani.111  

Increasing caste violence in UP in general 
and Saharanpur, in particular, is an outcome 
of the desperation of Hindutva forces.   

The Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) 
and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) are 
desperate to make India a Hindu nation.  

  
Indian military veterans condemn violence 
against Muslims, Dalits in letter to Modi112   

More than 100 military veterans in India 
have penned a letter to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi condemning the targeting 
of Muslims and Dalits, the lowest caste in 
Hindu tradition, in the country.  

  
The letter comes a month after protesters 
took to the streets in cities across India to 
protest a surge in mob violence against 
minorities.  

  
Women organizations raise voice against 
rising crime in Assam113  

Several women organizations raised a voice 
against rising crime against women in the 
state. Demanding women's safety 
committees (WSC) at the panchayat level, 
the organizations - the All-India 
Democratic Women's Association 
(AIDWA), the Asom Mahila Sangha, the 
North East Network, the Sadou Asom 
Pragatishil Nari Sanstha and the Young 
Women's Christian Association (YWCA) - 
submitted a memorandum to the chief 
minister seeking government intervention 
to check crimes against women.  

  

                                                 
111 https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/interview/huge-surge-in-crimes-against-dalits-since-narendra-modi-became-pm-jignesh-mevani  
112 https://thewire.in/caste/ugly-reality-caste-violence-discrimination-urban-india  
113 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/women-organizations-raise-voice-against-rising-crime-in-assam/articleshow/57550982.cms  
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Record violence against Christians in Uttar 
Pradesh114  

Anti-Christian violence is reaching record 
levels in Uttar Pradesh, India’s most 
populous state, a study by Violence 
Monitor reveals.  

According to the monthly survey of 
antiminority incidents in India, 25 cases of 
religious intolerance were reported in 
September, 20 of which in Jaunpur, the 
constituency of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, near the sacred city of Varanasi.  

Last month, 35 cases of violence against 
Christians were reported, the highest 
number ever, followed by 25 cases in May 
and January of this year. In the 190 
incidents, at least 135 women and 115 
children were physically or mentally 
harassed.  

 
  

Former Untouchables: Violence Against 
Dalits Persists in India115   

More than half a century after 
untouchability was abolished in India in 
1955, Dalits continue to be discriminated 
against in this South Asian country.  

Though the explosion of online media has 
ensured that crimes against Dalits are now 
more widely idingeported, they continue 
unabated.   

  
India’s Christians, Muslims face higher 
persecution since Modi government116   

Christians in India have been active 
contributors to its education system. But in 
an atmosphere of growing right-wing 
fundamentalism, Catholic educational 
institutions have come under attack. They 
often face criticism and are accused of  
proselytism.  

BJP government's implicit support of its 
fringe elements, lynchings against 
minorities in India, especially Muslims, 
have increased drastically since Modi came 
into power for the second time.    
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Persecution against Christian schools in 
India continues117   

Christian schools continue to be attacked in 
India, targets of intimidation and violence 
by Hindu radicals.  
Incidents occurred in Maharashtra where 
teachers were accused of "forced 
conversions" and in Manipur where a 
school was the victim of an arson attack for 
suspending some unruly students. Both 
cases highlight a climate of persecution that 
has come to hang over Christian 
educational facilities.  
  

 
  

Four Dalit Women are raped every day, with 
several on multiple occasions118   

Dalit women continue to be targeted because 
they are seen as the weakest of the weak.”  

Dalit women are at the bottom of the 
bottom. Of all crimes committed against the 
members of the Scheduled Castes, the 
highest are against Dalit women Assaults on 
SC women to outrage her modesty, rapes, 
attempts to commit rapes and insults to 
modesty of SC women consist of lion’s 
share of all cases   

  

 
  

India poised to detain and torture more and 
more Kashmiris, local say119  

Indian police and paramilitary forces are 
picking up young men and teenagers in 
midnight raids and subjecting them to 
custodial torture.  
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Atrocities on Dalits and tribals up by 70% in 
Gujarat between 2003 and 2018: conviction 
rate below 5% in Modi’s first 3 yrs as PM120  

In 2018 as many as 1,545 cases were 
registered under the SC/ST (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act, 1989, as compared to 897 
cases registered across the state in 2003  
Cases of rape against Dalits and Tribal 
women have increased seven times from 14 
cases of rapes registered in 2001 to 104 cases 
registered in 2018  
However, the conviction rate in cases 
registered under the SC/ST Act is less than 5 
percent in the three years from 2014-2016  
where figures are available  
The families of the youth killed in police 
firing in Thangadh are yet to get justice; the 
incident took place in 2012 when Narendra 
Modi was the CM of Gujarat  
  

 
  

Total cases registered in Gujarat from 2001 to 2017 under SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act  
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Church leaders condemn anti-Christian 
harassment in India 121  

An over 100-foot high cross was removed 
from a hill behind a church in southern 
India by government officials, despite the 
protests of the parish priest.  
The cross was a hill behind St. Joseph’s 
parish church.  
More than 300 police and officials arrived 
to remove the giant cross, as well as 14 
smaller crosses  that  were  used  for  
celebrations of the Via Crucis.122     
Disturbing Uptick in Violence Against 
Christians in India, 5 More Believers Killed 
for Their Faith   
The government — the national 
government — is led by Hindu nationalists, 
people who believe that Indian soil is 
Hindu soil, every person in India should be 
a Hindu.”  
As a result of that overarching philosophy, 
the VOM executive explained to Andros, 
bad actors feel they can “get away with” 
these fatal persecutions of Christians.  

  
India arrests dozens of journalists in 
clampdown on critics of Covid-19 
response123  

More than 50 Indian journalists have been 
arrested or had police complaints registered 
against them, or been physically assaulted. 
The majority of those facing action are 
independent journalists working in rural 
India, home to more than 60% of the 1.35 
billion population.  

  

                                                 
121 https://cruxnow.com/church-in-asia/2020/09/church-leaders-condemn-anti-christian-harassment-in-india  
122 https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/cwn/2020/july/five-christians-killed-for-their-faith-in-india-persecution-is-on-the-rise-all-over-india  
123 https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/jul/31/india-arrests-50-journalists-in-clampdown-on-critics-of-covid-19-response  
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Jailed Indian Jesuit Stan Swamy dies, 
awaiting bail124  

The 84-year-old ailing rights activist 
breathed his last on July 5 in a Mumbai 
Hospital, where he was being treated for 
Covid-19. Father Swamy was a Jesuit for 
64 years, and a priest for 51 years. Father 
Stan Swamy, Indian Jesuit priest who was 
championing the rights of indigenous and 
marginalized people in eastern India’s 
Jharkhand state, died on Monday.     
Nagaland: 14 civilians killed by forces; 
soldier dies of injuries as violence125   

Workers in a coal mine, were killed in an 
ambush by security forces in an area 
between Tiru and Oting village in 
Nagaland’s Mon district while returning 
home in a vehicle  

  
Guns on Kashmir Children126   

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres has expressed concern over 
“grave violations” in Indian-administered 
Kashmir and has asked the Indian 
government to end the use of shotgun 
pellets against children.  
“I call upon the government to take 
preventive measures to protect children, 
including by ending the use of pellets 
against children, ensuring that children are 
not associated in any way to security 
forces, and endorsing the Safe Schools  
Declaration and the Vancouver Principles,”  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
124 https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html  
125 https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/  
126 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children  

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/india-jailed-jesuit-priest-swamy-dies.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/nagaland/nagaland-14-civilians-killed-by-forces-soldier-dies-of-injuries-as-violence-erupts-7657872/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/30/un-chief-pellet-guns-kashmir-children


87 
 

 
After Muslims, India’s Christians the new 
target of right wing127  

Christians in India are increasingly coming 
under attack by right-wing groups, with the 
number of violent incidents against them 
rising sharply in 2021 from a year ago.  
  
Over the last year, the number of violent 
incidents against Christians jumped to 486, 
up from 279 in 2020, according to United 
Christian Forum, an India-based group. 
Sporadically, violence against Christians 
have flared up in New Delhi, Karnataka, 
Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh since 2018, 
with perpetrators accusing their victims of 
forcefully converting Hindus.  

 
Christians are ‘target practice’ for 
communal groups, say community 
leaders128  

UP has recorded the maximum number of 
incidents in 2021,” said Reverend Vijayesh 
Lal of EFI. He pointed out that usually, the 
total number of cases of violence against 
Christians in India hovers between 100 and 
200.  

 
 

 

 

                                                 
127 https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/After-Muslims-India-s-Christians-the-new-target-of-right-wing  

128 https://www.newslaundry.com/2022/01/28/christians-are-target-practice-for-communal-groups-say-community-leaders  
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India sees ‘record level of violence against 
Christians’ 129  

India witnessed a record 486 incidents of 
violence against Christians during 2021, 
which ended on a violent note for the 
community that makes up only 2.3 percent 
of the country’s over 1.3 billion population. 
The UCF in a press release said that 
violence against Christians has been 
increasing steadily since 2014 with 127 
incidents in that year, 142 in 2015, 226 in 
2016, 248 in 2017, 292 in 2018, 328 in  
2019, 279 in 2020  

 

HRW says India adopted discriminatory 
laws towards Muslims, minorities130   

HRW (Human Rights Watch) said that 
This, coupled with the vilification of 
Muslims by some BJP leaders and police 
failure to take action against BJP supporters 
who commit violence, emboldened Hindu 
nationalist groups to attack Muslims and 
government critics with impunity.  
The Indian government cracked down on 
activists, journalists, peaceful protesters, 
and even poets  

 
 
                                                 
129 https://www.ucanews.com/news/india-sees-record-level-of-violence-against-christians/95567#   
130 https://tribune.com.pk/story/2338684/hrw-says-india-adopted-discriminatory-laws-towards-muslims-minorities   
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10.0 Conclusion  
  
It is disappointing that India seems to be reckless in implementing the Human Rights standards. 
Despite many communications with India by mandate holders, member states, International 
human rights organizations and local NGOs, India’s human rights record is deteriorating. India 
has become a breeding den of racism and Hindu nationalism and it has turned out to be a place 
where there is no way for a member of the minority community to live it peacefully while 
preserving his Human Rights that he deserves. India is continuously disrespecting civil society, 
the European Union and United Nations complaint procedure recommendations, international 
organization recommendation etc on human rights violations. Such behaviour of India on 
various matter like rights of minorities, religious rights etc is a threat to regional peace as the 
region is nuclear flashpoint. The responsibility of the abovementioned institutions are not 
limited to pointing out the violations committed by India and sit back. It is also their sole 
responsibility to oversee to make sure that India takes necessary steps to implement those 
recommendations. In this regard, UN, International community, Civil society organizations and 
the media have failed to pressurize India to Implement the various recommendations issued by 
above institutions.  
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11.0 Recommendations  

We call on the Human Rights Council, its member states, Human Rights Watch dogs and media 
to urge the Government of India to 

1. Immediately release all detained HRDs, journalists and representatives of different 
minorities on bail, drop all charges against them, and ensure that they are able to carry out 
their legitimate activities without any hindrance and fear of reprisals in all circumstances.  

2. Immediately end all acts of illegal harassment of HRDs, Dalits, Christians and members 
of civil society organizations.  

3. Ensure the physical integrity and psychological well-being of individuals from Indian 
Jammu and Kashmir, North East States and Punjab in custody, including by upholding the 
absolute prohibition of torture and cruel and inhuman degrading treatment.  

4. Invite UN Special Procedures, including the UN Special Rapporteurs on the situation of 
HRDs, freedom of Peaceful Assembly and of Association and Torture to conduct country 
visits.  

5. Ratify the UN Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment. Irrespectively, adopt an anti-torture legislation compliant with international 
standards.  

6. Take all necessary measures to protect the right to freedom of association of civil society 
organizations, minorities and scheduled castes in India. 

7. End the use of laws that are inconsistent with India’s human rights obligations, including 
the FCRA, the UAPA, the National Security Act and the PSA and; amend them to bring 
them into line with international human rights law.  

8. Take urgent steps to strengthen the independence and effectiveness of the NHRCI 
(National Human Rights Commission of India) to monitor and investigate cases of threats, 
intimidation and judicial harassment against to minorities, HRDs, political activists and 
members of civil society organizations.  

9. Invite UN Special Procedures, including the UN Special Rapporteurs to visit Indian 
Jammu and Kashmir and North Eastern States of India to monitor and report the ground 
situation. 

10. Grant access to international human rights watch dogs (Amnesty International, Human 
rights Watch, OMCT) to visit India and report on different issues related to human rights. 

11. Uphold its voluntary pledge made during the UN Security council elections that India will 
maintain the independence, autonomy and genuine powers of investigation of national 
human rights bodies, including NHRCI (National Human Rights Commission of India). 

12. Allow well reputed international media outlets to visit North Eastern States, Indian Jammu 
and Kashmir and Punjab to monitor and report media censorship, situation of freedom of 
speech and religious freedom. 

13. Fulfil its human rights obligations in line with International Human Rights and 
International Humanitarian Law and cooperate with UNHRC and its Special Procedures 
Mandate Holders (SPMH) to improve overall deteriorating human rights situation in India. 
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