KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN INDIAN-ADMINISTERED KASHMIR
February 1, 2025 — February 28, 2025

SUMMARY

In February 2025, Indian authorities continued to commit grave human rights violations in Indian-administered
Kashmir (IAK). Indian forces killed at least 14 people. Indian authorities continued their systematic campaigns
of mass arbitrary detention and collective punishment, including through the arrest of over 500 people and
the continued expropriation of property. Indian authorities confiscated at least 668 books from stores and
personal libraries, including works by Abul Ala Maudoodi and Khalid Bashir Ahmad.

Numerous Kashmiri journalists, human rights defenders, political activists, and dissenters continue to be
arbitrarily detained. Emblematic cases include those of human rights defender Khurram Parvez—illegally
imprisoned for over three years (1,273 days), journalist Irfan Mehraj—illegally imprisoned for over two years
(789 days) and human rights lawyer Mian Abdul Qayoom—illegally imprisoned for almost 9 months (327
days).

Note: Due to ongoing repression by Indian authorities, key developments in the human rights situation in IAK
have gone unreported. Indian authorities have criminalized independent journalism and human rights work; all
reporting from IAK is state-controlled. Indian authorities label pro-human rights and pro-self-determination
activity “terrorism” and systematically legitimate violations against people in IAK through unsubstantiated,
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demonizing labels, including: "terrorist," "militant, militant," "overground worker" (or
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"OGW"), "hybrid militant," "hybrid terrorist," “terrorist associate,” “militant associate,” "intruder," or

“infiltrator."

KILLINGS AND EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

On February 4, 2025, Makhan Din from Bhattodi, Billawar, Kathua district killed himself in a public plea to stop
systematic torture in IAK a day after he and his father, Mohammad Murid, were detained and tortured.

On February 5, 2025, the Indian Army executed Waseem Ahmad Mir, a truck driver from Bomai, Sopore, at a
military checkpoint.

On February 4-5, 2025, Indian forces killed seven people in Krishna Ghati, Poonch and labelled them
“terrorists.”

On February 7, 2025, Indian forces killed five people with landmines in Battal sector, Poonch and labelled
them “terrorists.”

On February 13, 2025, Indian firing in Akhnoor killed four people from Pakistan-administered Kashmir. Azad
Kashmir authorities reported 54 IED incidents since 2016 along the Line of Control (LoC), with many casualties.

ARBITRARY DETENTIONS AND RAIDS


https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jammu-and-kashmir/kathua-court-directs-police-to-file-fir-into-mans-death/article69303831.ece
https://scroll.in/article/1079473/they-will-beat-me-again-what-led-to-the-death-of-a-young-man-in-jammu-village
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/civilian-driver-killed-kasmir-checkpoint-army-fires-9820586/
https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/world/indian-army-foils-pakistan-infiltration-bid-pak-army-captain-among-7-casualties-sources-2025-02-07-975124
https://kashmirlife.net/five-pakistani-militants-killed-in-landmine-blast-in-jammu-kashmir-382071/
https://www.barrons.com/news/india-pakistan-exchange-fire-across-kashmir-border-reports-5658017c?refsec=topics_afp-news
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2590196/amp

On February 3, 2025, the Indian authorities charged seven people in Khanyar, Srinagar under the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) and labelled them “militant associates.”

On February 4, 2025, Indian authorities detained over 500 people across Kashmir and labelled them “OGWs.”

On February 5, 2025, the Jammu and Kashmir Police detained five people from Anantnag, Bandipora and

Srinagar for allegedly providing SIM cards to detainees in Central Jail, Srinagar.

On February 9, 2025, Indian authorities detained Abdul Rehman from Seri, Kotli, Pakistan-administered
Kashmir.

On February 10-11, 2025, Jammu and Kashmir Police conducted raids on SIM card vendors across Kashmir and

arrested at least 30.

On February 14, 2025, Indian authorities put Mirwaiz Umar Farooq back under house arrest and sealed Jamia
Masjid Srinagar to prevent congregational Shab-e-Baraat prayers.

On February 20, 2025, Indian authorities arrested Anwari Ali Chohan of Gujjar-Kothian, Talwara, Reasi district
and labelled him a “terrorist.”

On February 21, 2025, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court upheld the ongoing arbitrary detention of human
rights lawyer Mian Abdul Qayoom.

On February 23, 2025, Indian authorities arrested Sajad Ahmad Khan of Hundoora Tral, Pulwama in
Nizamuddin, Delhi and labelled him a “terrorist associate.” The Indian forces killed two of his brothers last
year.

On February 12, 2025, academic Abul Aala Fazili was released on bail after three years of arbitrary detention.
On February 20, 2025, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court quashed the preventive detention of journalist
Majid Hyderi who had been arbitrarily detained in Kot Bhalwal Jail, Jammu since September 2023.

Indian authorities continued their systematic attack on independent media and journalists in IAK, including
through the weaponization of preventive detention.

TAKING AND DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

On February 13, 2025, Indian authorities expropriated the home of Safdar Ali Dar in Modergam, Kulgam for
allegedly providing shelter to “terrorists.”

On February 20, 2025, the Indian authorities assaulted Gujjar people in Mamer, Ganderbal for protesting
against the expropriation of their grazing lands. Indian authorities continued to systematically expropriate


https://kashmirlife.net/seven-militant-associates-charged-under-uapa-in-kashmir-381660/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/kashmir-people-detained-militants-message-9817505/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/gk-top-news/counter-intelligence-kashmir-detains-five-for-providing-sim-cards-to-jail-inmates/
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https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jk-police-arrest-30-in-a-week-for-giving-sims-to-militants-9827121/
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/shabebaraat-jammu-and-kashmir-no-night-prayers-at-jamia-masjid-cm-omar-abdullah-says-unfortunate-11739517988323.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/jammu-and-kashmir/ex-hizbul-terrorist-arrested-from-jammu-and-kashmirs-reasi-after-long-hunt-of-18-years-3414839
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/jammu-kashmir-high-court-upholds-arrest-of-ex-bar-president-mian-qayoom/#google_vignette
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/wanted-in-terror-funding-case-kashmiri-shawl-seller-arrested-in-delhi-by-j-k-polices-intel-wing-9860323/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/shawl-vendor-detained-in-delhi/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/jk-hc-quashes-psa-against-journalist-majid-hyderi/articleshow/118427808.cms?from=mdr
https://article-14.com/post/-witch-hunt-j-k-high-court-kills-preventive-detention-against-jammu-newspaper-owner-as-authorities-weaponise-the-law-67b51c73da298
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!state/jammu-and-kashmir-police-seize-house-for-sheltering-militants-in-kulgam-district-of-south-kashmir-under-uapa-enn25021303071
https://tribune.com.pk/article/97954/tribal-families-in-jammu-kashmir-are-being-violently-forced-out-of-their-forest-homes

large of tracts of fertile agricultural land for purported “development projects,” disempowering Kashmiris and

destroying livelihoods, familial wealth, ways of life and the environment.

COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT

On February 9, 2025, Indian forces conducted a Cordon-and-Search Operation (CASO) in Baratgala, Kari,
Rajouri.

On February 10, 2025, Indian forces conducted a CASO in Amrohi, Karnah, Kupwara.

On February 12, 2025, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court ruled against the widespread practice of denying
people passports for a family member’s alleged involvement with “militancy.”

On February 15, 2025, Indian authorities terminated Firdous Ahmad Bhat, a police constable, Mohammad
Ashraf Bhat, a teacher, and Nisar Ahmad Khan, an orderly, from employment for alleged links to “terrorism.”

On February 18, 2025, Indian forces conducted CASOs in Kashwa Chitragam, Shopian and Pinglish Tral,
Pulwama.

On February 19, 2025, Indian forces conducted a CASO in Sopore, Baramulla.
On February 26, 2025, Indian forces conducted a CASO in Phull, Rajouri.
ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS

Tourism is causing severe environmental issues in ecologically sensitive places in IAK.

VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

On February 14, 2025, Indian authorities confiscated 668 books (including from retail shops and personal
libraries) they alleged were related to the “ideology of a banned organisation,” Jamaat-e-Islami Jammu and
Kashmir, including the works of Abul Ala Maudoodi and Khalid Bashir Ahmed.

PUBLIC STATEMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, AND REPORTS

On February 14, 2025, a number of civil society organizations called on the European Union to take action on
urgent human rights concerns in India and IAK.

‘The Caravan published the results of an investigation demonstrating that the December 2023 torture of at
least 26 people and the custodial killing of Safeer Ahmed, Shabeer Hussain, and Shaukat Ali in Rajouri and
Poonch was a coordinated, pre-planned and directed attack overseen by two generals.
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